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TO THE 

KIN G. 


May it fteafe Vour Moil Excelleh't Majeftjr; 

T HESE, Hiftorics,l4oWfirft 
Published in the Englifb 
Language, do mod Hum¬ 
bly beg to Offer themfelves to the 
Royal Patronage of Your N^ajedy} 
whereunto they are Encouraged by 

A a thisji 


The Dedication 

this ; that in the Originals ] to 
which there are Prefixed the Im¬ 
perial Names of Conftantine the Great 
and Viocleftan, They have been an- 
ticntly Confecrated unto Princes, the 
moil Glorious, and the moil In¬ 
vincible, Then, on Earth. 

■ • . 1 1 

Your Majefty is the Conftantine of 
This Age ; and by as Great a Hand, 
and as Peculiar a Happinefs, and 
with as Immortal Glory, hath Re- 
fcued the Liberties of all Europe j 
and more elpecially, the Religion, 
Laws, and Liberties of this Church 
and Nation, as that. Emperor did 
the Primitive Chriftians from the 
Powers of Paganifm. 

Nor could the Potentates, whofe 
Lives are here Reprelented, find any 
Where a more Illuftrious Patron, 
and a Better Judge of their Great 

Actions, 


To the KING- 

A&ions, than Your Majefty. Had 
Your Majefty fwayed the JBritijb 
Scepter in thofe days, Hadrian and 
Severn had vifited, as they Then 
did, Your Coafts; but not to pre¬ 
tend to Conquefts, but to Adore 
You. 

Happy I! That I have this Op¬ 
portunity of Prefenting, with all 
Humility, a fmall Oblation to Your 
Majefty, as a Mark of my entire Fi¬ 
delity and Affeftion to Your moft 
Sacred Perfon and Government. The 
God of Arms hath Miraculoufly 
A<fted for you againft Your Ene¬ 
mies. And may He be plealed to 
Grant, that Your Majefty, fup- 
ported ever by His Hand , may 
long Continue to Adorn, as You 
do, the Glorioufcft Crown, joyn* 
ed with the bell Church, in the 
World, by a Reign, which is fo 
A $ infi- 
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Infinitely Worthy of tfie One and 
the Other. 

I am, with the moft Profound 
Veneration, 

si.% 

Your MajestV^ 

% 

Mojl Humbly 
Moft obedient Servant, 
and Moft Faithful SubjeB , 
John Bernard. 


THE 


PRE FACE. 

I Hope, it will appear, that there are 
many things in thefe Lives of that 
erreat Moment, and which are no 
Where elfe in the World to be 
: found» that this Publication of 
them will not he unaccept Me to the in¬ 
genuous Reader. They are the moft Authen¬ 
tic accounts of the Princes of whom they 
[peak, that Ore Extant to W at this day. 
t had almoft faid, they are the very only 
Hi (lories which we have of them. For 
Vidor and Eutropius give us no Better 
than a few Sketches upon them Herodian 
begins a great deal too late, and ends a great 
deal too %oh for the Reigns of many of 
thefe Princes ; and Dion Caflius . Concludes 
his Hifiory with his own Confidjhip under 
Alexander Severus. Neither is Herodian, 
in what he fays, much lefs the ImPcrfett 
Part of Dion CaOius , ft Particular and 
A 4 V 


The Preface. 

of that Latitude, at the Method is, that is 
taken by thefe Hiftorians : and therefore 
whoever would' inform himfelf, or the world,' 
of the Lives and Actions of thefe Princes, 
he Unavoidably conies hither for his Materi• 
als; and all that any of the Moderns have 
done, or can do, upon the fame SubjeB, is, 
to gather from this Stock, and Glean from 
this Harvefl. 

This I prefume is enough for me to fay, 
to reprefent at once the Authority, and the 
Value of the Auguftean Eliftorifns. They 
were Perfons, who were Employed upon yehat 
they did by the Command of'the Emperor), 
to whom they Dedicate j' and 1 take that to 
be a very good reafon to think, that they 
took all the care they could of their Per¬ 
formance, and'that they had the Reputation 
in their own Age of being None of the 
worfi Elands. 

Tet it is very certain, that the Originals 
are ftrangely Coarfe, and wonderfully Rug¬ 
ged. The Learned Salmafius , Cafaubon, 
and Gruterus, but efpecially the two fir ft, 
have beftowed incredible Pains upon them, 
to make them intelligible. The Text, and 
the Manufcripts out of which the Text 
hath been Printed, are all fo very Vitious; 
But there is no Ncceffity, that I fhould Pub- 


The Prefade: 

HJh here, all that I have obferved as 
to thofe Matters. I muft confefs, it hath 
been a Work of no fmall difficulty to me to • 
Tranjlate them • So obfture and dark as they 
are in their own Language, it was almoftim- 
poffible to make them /bine in another'. ' But 
yet when / obferved, how) very much thefe 
Lives have been long wanting to the Pub- 
lick, and no Collections l thought out of them 
could be fo fat is factory, nor comparable with 
the Original ; 1 was fleafed, that I had chofe 
the Part that would he the moft beneficial to 
the Reader, although at the fame time it was 
the moft painful to me. v 

In what manner I have acquitted my felf, 
/ muft leave if to his Candor, and'to his 
Goodnefs to determine. I have endeavoured 
to make both the Language and the Story fo 
Eafte and fo Natural, by the Liberty that I 
take, and which I think is no more than 
juft, that whilft they are in the Original fiime 
of the difficult eft Books in the World, he that 
Runs may Plead them here, and th,ere is no 
need of the leaf Notes to Explain any thing. 
I have for the mofl part given to Places 
the Modern Names, under which they are now 
known to us: except when it is inconfflent 
with the Modern Geography fo to do, or 
when they are fuch Places, as have been long 

ExtinCf, 
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ExtlnSl, and we have no modern Names for f 
them. Nor is the Reader to be (urprifed, if he j 
fbould fee the City 0/Byzantium called Con- j 
ftantinople, even before Conftantine. This | 
is a Solecifm in point oftime. But I ft and not | 
upon that, when Iconfider ; that howfoever my | 
Authors writ to the Ages long find faff, yet l 
do tranjlate them to my own, 

‘there is a flue(lion amongfl the Criticks, 
but of not much more moment , than generally 
the gueft ions of thofe Gentlemen are ; whether 
the feveralPerfons, to whofe Names thefe Lives 
are attributed as the Authors, were really the 
Authors of them or not ; and whether Auius 
Spartian and ^Elius Lampridius he not the 
fame Perfon under three Names ; becaufe Sal -1 
mafius fays, that in the Palatine Manufcript, 
all the Lives of the fir ft Volume, contrary to 
the Example of other Manufcripts, and to the 
received Opinion, are attributed to the Name 
o/Spartianus. Now, as to this, I need fay no 
more, than that I cannot think, that Spartia- 
nus was the Author of all thefirff Violume,for 
this Reafon ; becaufe the fame Perfon would ne¬ 
ver have made fo many Repetitions: And fo it 
feems the mo ft probable to me to be, that each 
Part was written by the Hand that it pretends 
to ; but yet all, or. however, moft of them, writ¬ 
ten by a common Copfent, anf Undertaking of 
the Authors, one among ft another. One 
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One thing there is, wherein / crave the Li¬ 
berty farther to fpeak my Opinion, as to the 
Praife of thefe Authors. The A Sis which they 
have faithfully extraSled out of the Journal of 
the Senate, and out of the Ulpian Library, the 
Bitter Exclamations of the Senate againft 
the Memories of their evil Princes, and 


their Applaufes of their good Ones; the 
Letters and Speeches which are Here, not as 
in other Hifiorians invented, but all true Ori¬ 
ginals ; Thefe I fay, I think, are fuch Beauties, 
as are not to be paralleled out of the be ft of the 
Antients, that have ever writ the Roman Hi- 


--- / ' 

ftory. 

The Lives of Nerva and Trajan, / have 
tranflated from the Original Greek of Dion 
Caflius: He being the only Hi ft orian of the 
Antients, that are now extant, that hath them. 
And it was neceffary that thofe Two Lives 
Jhould be premifed to the reft, to make the 
Line of the Roman Emperors perfefl, from 
the end, of Suetonius. 

Where the Auguftean Hifiorians have 
them fives ended, / have been obliged to ad]oyn 
a few CelleSlions of my own, for the Lives of 
Dioclefian, Maximian, Conltanrius and 
Galerius: Becaufe we have no ant tent Origi¬ 
nals left us of thofe Emperors ; and to end 
with Carinus, it was thought improper, it 
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being no period ; whereas the Addition of thofe 
four, after him, brings down the Account en¬ 
tirely unto Conftantine the Great. 

To Regulate the better the whole, / have 
added a Chronology for the Jatisfallion of any 
who jhall be f leafed to turn to it. 

The Extratf out of the Learned Voffius, 
which follows, prevents me in the ref, that 
/ might have to offer ; it was done to my 
hand, by an ingenious Gentleman. 

I Jhall only add, that after / had entirely 
finifhed this Tranjlation, I received a French 
one, made about thirty Tears ago by the 
Abbe de Villeloin, a great Writer, who 
dedicates it to the French King ; and, I ob- 
ferve, takes the Liberty to fay, that it is the 
Tenth Book which he hath had the Honour to 
dedicate to him. It begins but with Ha¬ 
drian, and ends with Carinus. 1 perufed it, 
and compared Mine with it; and I jhall be 
glad, if this may be fomething the better for 
that Labour. 

Thefe Hijl or tans have not offered to be 
eloquent, but they may the more be depended 
upon for the Truth. 
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A FTER the Death of DomitiM , the 
Senate fet up Ctcceius Nerva to fucJ- 
ceed upon the Throne of the Em¬ 
pire of Rome. .... ^ v 

The Statues of Dmitia# which tvertS of Sil-£*“!!"*, 
and others Whfah ifcre of Geld, as he hrid i uet 
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i The Life and Reign ef Vo!. I. 

many of both, were out of hatred to his Me¬ 
mory melted down: A great quantity of Mo¬ 
ney was made of them, and the many trium¬ 
phal Arches were deftroycd that had been 
ere&ed to his Glory. ’. 

Perfecuti- Nerva remitted the Perfection which was 
cn of the railed againft the Chriftians by Domittan, and 
chriftians pardon’d fuch as flood Condemned, and re ‘ 
remitted. ca j| ec \ home others that were fled. He put 
to Death all the Slaves and Servants, who had 
taken the Advantage of that Reign, by In¬ 
forming, to leek the Lives ol then Malteis. 
fife ordered, that that Rank of People fhould 
not be heard irt any Accufation againft their 
Mafters at all. He ordered, that none IhouM 
be Profecuted for being either of the Reli¬ 
gion of the Chriftians, or that of the Jew. 
But yet as he was a Prince who was Hack 
in his Government, many Perfons were not- 
withftanding upon the Accufations ol Syco- 
' phants c6ndemfted» and particularly Surat a 
Philofopher, was one of this number. 

In fine, the Correction which he took ot 
the ill Minifters of the laft Reign, and the 
Liberties which he gave in his own, were an 
occafion that the Mouths of all the People 
♦ were opened againft one another, till Romt 
was in a Mutiny; hereupon Trent a the Con- 
fill (aid, It ii ill when a Prince ties up theVeopk 
fo, that there tt no Liberty of any thing fir, an] 
met but yet a Liberty fir every'thing fir‘ever) 
one tt vierfe than none. Nerva was made len- 
lible of it, and gave Orders for the time to 
come, to redrew it. 


He 


Vol. I. the Emperor Cocceius Nerva.' 1 "y 

He was Old when he came to the Empire, 
and very weak and infirm. His Stomach fcl- 
doa. retain’d what he eat. He allowed no ■- 

£*“« 4 <« «P either in Silver or 

Gold. All the Goods about the Court, belong- Ncrta; 
ing to luch as had been injured b yDomitian, • 
he reftored to the Owners. He gave Six Hun¬ 
dred Seftertums to be laid out upon a Purchafe 
or Land to be divided amongft the Poor of 
Rome, and he appointed foirie of the Senators 
to buy it, and to make the Diftribution. His 
Cotters being empty, he fold a gi eat many 
rich Robes, and Plate, and Furniture both of 
what was his own before his elevation, and 
ol the Furniture Royal, feveral Eftates alfo, 

xT° U /r S, ant ! ,n general, all things, except 
the Neceflaries that he could not be without. 

He was not difficult in the Prices for which 
he fold them. He did a kindnefs to many 
in the Peny-worths that he gave them. He 
took away divers Sacrifices, Races of the 
Cirque, and other publiclc Shews to lave Char¬ 
ges, and retrench his Expenccs as much as he 
could. 

He allured the Senate upon his Oath, That 
he never would be that Prince who ftmld /pill the 
Blood of any Senator. Which Oath he kept, 
notwithftanding the Confpiracy afterwards 
rormd againft him, which might well have 
provoked him to other Sentiments. He did 
nothing without the Gounlel of the Great 
Men He nude feveral ,Laws. Amongft the 
reft, he made a Law, To forbid the Gelding of 
any one for an Eunuch ; and another, That ntt 
B % hodj 
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The Life and Reign of Vol. I: 
bodyJhouU Marry hii Brothers, or hit Sifitrs 

Daughter . , , 

He appointed Virginius Rufus to be-the Con- 
ful in'conjunction with himfelf, although Vrr- 
ginius Rufus was one, who when he com- 
manded in Germany, and had overcome Vmdtx 
in the time of Nero, had been often importuned 
by the Army to take upon him the Empire, 
which he refufed. In Honour whereof, it was 
written afterwards upon his Tomb when he 
died. That overthrowing Vindex, he bad ajjer- 
ted the Empire , not to himfelf ,, hut to his Coun- 
, trey ; whole Service, fignilying, he had in- 
tirely regarded without any Ambition in it or 


Nerva comported himfelf in his Reign in 
that manner, that he fometime (aid, He bad 
done nothing to make him think , but that be could 
reftgn the Empire, and lead a private Life again 

•” Caip£urnius Crajfus of the famous Family of 
Confpira- the Craffi, had with feme others confederated 
cyagainft in a Plot againft him, which he was made 
him. acquainted with, to them unknown, He ob- 
ferved them, and placed them by his own Per»- 
fon at a Shew of the Combats of the Gla¬ 
diators in the Cirque ’, where' he took up the 
Weapons, as if it were only to fee if they were 
fliarpi as is ufual, and then he gave them out 
of his Hand into the Hands of the Gonlpi- 
rators. What think you, fays he, mll not theU 
do ? Are they not (harp enough ? He intended 
this as a fecret Reflection to them of his 
knowledge of that Delign of theirs, and at 

the 


Vol. I, the Emperor Cocceiui Nerva.’ j 

the fafne time he feemed to Ihew fuch a Ne- 
gleCt of his Life, as if he did not care tho* 
they killed him upon the place. 

The Captain of the Guards under him 
was Cafptrius tAElianus , who was the feme 
before under Domitian. This Officer fet the 
Soldiers againfl Nerva, and work’d them to 
a heighth, that they demanded the Heads of 
feveral that were about his Perfon, to which 
Nerva oppofed himfelf fd, that ftripping bare 
his Bofbm, and offering it bare to them in a 
Paffion, fays he, Take my Lift, not theirs . 
However, this did not feve them, for as many 
zsCafptrius vElianm had mark’d out, fell a Sa¬ 
crifice to the Pleafure of the Guards. 

The Age of Nerva was one thing which 
loft him much RefpeCt. After this Action of 
the Guards, he went to the Capitol, and de- f, e . 
dared his Adoption of Marcsss Ulpius Trajan Trajan 1 
with a loud Voice thus, . J 

Together with my hearty Wifhes for the Profpe- 
rity of the Senate and People of Rome, and that 
what I do may be Happy to them and my felf; 

1 make Marcus Ulpius Trajan my Son. 

Then he created him in the Senate his Ca- 
far, which is the Title of a Perfon when he is 
chofen to fecceed i t\ the Empire; and having 
done this, he wrote to Trajan, who at that time 
commanded in Germany, with his own Hand, 
araongft other things a Greek Verfe out of 
Homer, 

Timet Aered fad Jdxpv* mfo filhtmr, 

B ; by 
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by which he (cemed to fignific, that he left it 
to him to do him Juftice, and to revenge him 
of that Mutiny of the Guards. ’ ' 

Thus Trajan was appointed to iucceed tp 
the Empire, even in preference to Nerva s 
own Relations; whereof there were lome 
whom he might have fo honoured, it he had 
not been a Man who regarded the Good 
of the Publick above the Conuderation or hu 
Blood.- Nor did it incline him the lets to 
what he did, to know, that Trajan was a 
Spaniard , neither an Italian, nor ot Italian 
born Parents; and that no Alien, as he was, 
had ever poffeffed the Reman Empire before. 
For he confidered, That it was the Worth and 
not the Countrey of any one that was tho 
thing, which he ought to relpect* Alter 
which Nerva died, having Reigiied one Year, 
HifDcatb, four Months, and nine Days: And lived iixty 
P five Years, ten Months, and ten Days. 

Dio Cajjius, Lib. 67 , 


A S Nerva was a Perfon of very great 
Worth and Honour, he was offered the 
Empire before Domitian was.killed, by the 
fame Party, who to fave their Lives, became 
they found that they were privately mark d 
out for the Slaughter by Domitian, made them* 
felves the Matters of the Life of that Prince. 
He was alfo as much under Danger from that 
Prince, as they, which made him the more 
9afyt0.be perfuaded to accept their Offer, and 
to run their hazards. For the Aftrologers, 

With 
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Vol. I. the Emperor Cocccius Nerva. 1 7 

with whom Domitian had advifed about the 
Nativities of Great Men, had accufed Nerva 
as one that was to be fufpe&ed of having an 
Eye upon the Empire. And as Domitian put 
feveral upon that account to Death, even of 
Men who perhaps never flattered themlelves 
with thofe hopes, fo he had put to Death 
Nerva, if it had not been for a kinder Aftp- 
loger than the reft, who to fave him, faid. 

That it was good to let him alone, in a few days 
he would die of bimfelf. 

That which above all things deferves to be Proclus 
admired, is, one Laiginns Produs had laid pub- bis Pro- 
lickly in Germany, that upon a certain a day, Z no ft lcti ‘ 
which he named, Domitian ftiould die; for tm ' 
which the Governour of the Province feijt 
him up to Rome, where he was brought be¬ 
fore Domitian, and ftill He continued to fay the 
fame thing. He was condemned for’t, and to 
be executed the day after that Domitian had 
out-lived the Danger* but Domitian was killed 
upon that very day, and Larginus Proclus efca- 
ped, and received a Reward from Nerva of four 
thoufand Crowns. 

Aur. Vift. Epitome, 

N ERVA was horn at the City of Narni, 
which is tinder the States of the Church 
in Italy,. Prefcntly after he had accepted the 
Empire, there was a rumour, that Domitian 
was not killed, ,but living, and was coming to 
him, which put him into that Fright, that he 
changed colour, was ftruck Dumb, and could 
B 4 fcarce 
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farce ftand upon his Feet, till he wasaffured 
of the contrary again, and received a Confir¬ 
mation of the Death of Domitian. _ 

fi\\ the Punilhtnent that, he took of the Con. 
foirator Ctlphurvixs Crajfus was, he banilhd 
him and his Wife to Taranto in NafUs, for 
which the Senate blamed his Clemency 
When the Guards demanded tho Heads or 
thofe who were fo dear to him about his Per* 
(on, the Paflion which he was in was fo great, 
that it caft him into a Vomiting and Loofnels; 
they were dear to him for this reafon, became 
as they were thole who had taken off Domitian, 
(o thev were the Authors of the Eleftion of 
himfelf to the Empire. His Body was interred 
in the Sepulchre of Aagufim- 
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EMPEROR 

MarcmUlpiusTrajan . 

BY 

DIO CASSIUS: 

Rom. ////. Lib. 68. 

•T 1 ~ [ . 

l 

S 

T RAJAN, before he was Empe¬ 
ror had a Dream, which ieemed to 
tell him, that the Senate of Rome hid 
Cho(e him, ihd Seal’d him, as it were 
for their own. A Perfon in th^dike Drefs and Trajan** 
Form of one, that in Picture the Senate is Dream. 
reprefented by, that is, in a Robe of State 
guarded with purple, a Veft purled with large 

Knaps 
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Knaps of purple, a Grown upon his Head, 
a little elderly, came to him, he dream d, and 
with a Seal which he had in * 
him now on the right and now on the leu 

B He wrote to.the Sen«e after.he was tie- 
dared Emperor, feveral things with his own 
Hand, andamongft the reft, he^ffured them 

of this* That the Blood of no Man, who was an 
honeft Man, (hould ever.he fpilt by him, neither 
(hould he he touch'd in his Fortunes or Honour. 
He allured them of this upon his Oath, and 
not only then, but he repeated the fame to 

* *H=L 0 « t foTX»-Ca/- fmW ,toge t h= 7 ; t h 

%, 'S' loch of the Soldiers of the Guards, «“ 1 
oldMmi. tined againft News, as though « were upon 
nnrs. feme Bufinefs to employ them- Buthe uia 

not (ufFer their Crime and the Murdeis which 
they had committed to pafs unpumlhed, foi he 

^wtoheS’to ****** ft 

ral things for the greater Good of the Pub- 
lick and in the Favour of Perfons who had 
deterred well. He Ihewedihitnfelf part.cu at- 
lv careful of the Cities of Italy. . He fettled 
Alms and Penfions towards the Maintenance- 
of Children of poor Families, and did a great 
deal of Good of that nature. 

His Em- Flotina his Emprefs, at her firft ent ^ ce 
into the Imperial Palace a( K»<, turned her- 
' felf upon the Steps to the People and law, / 

pd L tit famt al l af -H g" 
cam tut U[umi and through her whole Reign 


Vol.1. the Emperor Marcus Ulpius Trajan. n 

(he preferved her efteem with a Conduct which 
Was without Reproach. 

After feme ftay at Rome, Trajan undertook 
an Expedition againft the People of Dacia \ 
unto which he was provoked by the Proceed¬ 
ings of that People who had augmented their 
Forces, and were become infolcnt; the Mo¬ 
ney befides which was paid to them every 
Year, and with which the Romans bought their 
Obedience, was a Burthen, that Trajan was wil¬ 
ling to throw off „ . 

Decehalus the King of Dacia was fufficietit- Tk Daa- 
Iy apprehenfive of a War made upon him an ar ' 
under the Condiuft of a Prince fo formidable. 

He was fenfible that he had another Force, 
and another Perfon to deal with, than when 
he had overthrown Domitian. For Trajan was 
a Prince with whom the Roman State intirely 
accorded.' A Prince that excelled in Juftice, charaSer 
Gallantry and Integrity of Life: Strong ;in of Trajan. 
Body: In the Forty (econd Year of his Age 
when he began his Reign: In the full Ma* 
turity of his Mind: Paft the Ralhnefs of 
Youth, and not yet arrived to any thing of i 
the feeblenefs of old Age. He was one, who 
envied no Man, and diiobliged no Man. All 
liich as he found were really deferving, he 
efteemed and preferred, The Eftatcs of 
Men, no lels than their Lives, remained un¬ 
touch’d by. him. If he (pent much Money 
upon his Wars, he (pent much aho to adorn 
the Times of Peace. This is (een in the Roads, 

Ports, and publick Edifices which are his, and 
which are great and neccffary Works. As he 
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th, Vin'!nfcrip?Suponitto fignily, ttotto. 

His Infer i- T^TV^tk f o te make it worthy to receive the 
ptien on had done it l > j^fi re d rather to be loved 
/^Cirque lW*/Rome. H w ®“ t0 the People, 

, offices, Jelled wi . . pj ace . cam er to 

amongft them m the th e his 

their Houfes without a Guard, an^ ^ ^ 

Gonverlation pleafant.^ Th^ rf Learning> yet 

who was i inthatrefpea very well; 

he acquitted htmj ! E x ce Uent I know that 
every thing he did was c. ^ w Drink . 

i ofany thing to either 
a °r A d rhS if Safe, he would have been to 
ift^med But in Drinking he went not to 

^rSfand* as to his love of the Boys, he forced 
excels, and as loved War; .yet when 

or in|o«a no ™e. He love ^ [h( , E . 
he had adjuftea Auat«r ana we ^ ^ fi 

<“» a M 0 ‘S thing ever befel him, » i. 
tufied. N o ot ^ ers r^ar command 

commonly happen^ ^ soUjers to Mutiny 

^TheJnfolent. * This was a Happinefs owing 
to Ito Excellency of his Gondua, and to- 
fo„ if the Kin? of D«» ^ l “ m > “ w " 
not without reai’pn. 

A . 
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As he was upon his March againft the Ene¬ 
my, artd near the place where they lay, fome 
body had pretended to cut upon a large Mulh- 
room, which was brought to him, with words in 
Latin } fignifying, That others of his Allies , and 
particularly the Byrrhi, who bordered upon Dacia, 
advifed him to make a Peace with the Enemy, 
and retire. But yet this did not 'hinder, but He fights 
he began the Fight, in which many of theE- *J" Ene ‘ 
nemy were killed, and many of his own Men J 
were wounded; to bind up whole Wounds he 
did not fpare to tear his own Cloaths into Rags 
for Binders to give them; * and for others 
of his Men that were killed, he built an Al¬ 
tar, and ordered that there Ihould be Sacri¬ 
fices every Year offered thereupon irt their 

**He U purfued his Blow, directing his March 
over; the Hills and Mountains from one to'a- 
notlier, not without great danger, till he came 
up to the Capital City of Dacia, whil fr Lucias 
employed the Enemy on another fide, and 
killed and took great Numbers of them. 

Then Decebalits lent to Trajan to .defire 
Peace, by fome of his chief Officers, who Decebalui 
coming into his Prefence, laid down their defires 
Arms, and proftrated themfelves upon the 
Ground before him, and laid, TTtaf Decebalus 
did above all things covet the Honour to come and 
confer with him in Perfon, being ready on bts 
Part to receive ad his Commands• But if this 

was otberwife to be refolved on, be defireA that 
fome Perfons might he fent to him with Powers 
to Treat a Peace. Suras, and Claudius Liviantss, 

\ the 
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the.Captain of the Guards, were fent from 
Trajan upon this Subject; who were met by 
others on the fide of Decebalus. But nothing 
being concluded, becaufe Decebaks refuted to 
appear, Trajan took his Gaftles, and therein 

his Arms, Artillery , S ^ re j>, toget K T h 
a Rowan Standard which had been loft for¬ 
merly under Fafcm. A Sifter of Decebalus fell 
at the fame time a Prilbner into the Hands ot 
Maximus \ and a ftrong Town in the Coun- 
try was taken by the fame. • All which coming 
upon the heels of one another, Decebaltss re- 
Decebalus collected himfelf again, and intirely comp ie 
fubmiti. with the Conditions that were offer d him 
He promifed to deliver up his Arms, Artillery, 
the Artificers that made them, and the! Deter- 
tersthat had run over to him: To diJmantlc 
his Fortreffes, retire from the Land that he 
had taken from his Neighbours, and have the 
fame Friends and Enemies with the People oi 
Rome : To entertain no Deferters, and to take 
no Soldiers into his Service, out of Places in the 
Dominions of the Romam ; becaufe molt of jus 
beft Men were fuch, as he had inticed into his 
, > Service from thence. All which he promiled, 

' againft. his.Mmd, and, being conduced to an 
.« Interview with Trajan , he threw himlelt upon 
the Ground and adored him. 

He fent to the Senate of Rowe his Em- 
bafladors, to have the fame Peace con¬ 
firmed from them, that he had made with 
Trajan. The EmbafTadors were introduced 
into the Senate, where they laid down their 
Arms upon the Ground, and Handing before 

m 
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the Senate with their Hands within their Fin¬ 
gers, as if they were Captives, they fpoke in 
Terms of great Submiflion to the Senate, 
who ratified the Peace, and then they took 
up their Arms again. Warhel the Capital 
City of Dacia received a Garrifon of the Ro¬ 
wans, and the reft of the Countrey being 
ferved accordingly, Trajan returned back to 
Italy. 

He Was received in Triumph, , and the Title Trajan'/ 
pf the Ctinqutrour of Dacia was given hinii and Triumph. 
inferted into his Stile. The Combats of the 
Gladiators , in which he delighted, , and the di- 
verfions of the Stage in which Pylades was one 
that gained much of his Favour/ were cele¬ 
brated for his Entertainment. Though he was 
a Military -Prince, he took never the lefs - 
Care of the Civil Policy, and minded the 
Affairs of Peace and Juftice. In The Forum 
of Augstftus, or in the Portico of Livia, or 
in other Places, he many times affifted in 
Perfon at the Gaufes which were pleaded 
there. ■ 


r * n mean time Decebalus could not per- Decebalus 
fuade himfelf to/keep the Conditions of the renews the 
Peace which he had made; He proceeded to W»r. 
o-aite Men, provide Arms, entertain Deferters, 
re-fortify .his Caftles, and invite the Nations 
that were hi* Neighbours to joyn with him 
to whom he reprefent?d; That if be was for -- 
faken by them now , their own Ruine was the 
next thing to follow. - It was eajfier , and the 
Jafejl way for them , he laid, to preferve their 
Libertses, by /landing ad by one another whiljt 

they 
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they mighty for the Common Defence,than jfmiiU 
it to do tbit after Dacebalus mat ruined, which 
would open a Gap to the Enemy to devour tbtin 
me by one. , Pursuant to this, he begattthe. War 
by falling upon liich as had appear a- agamft 
him in the former War; and by poflefllrtg 
himlelf of a part of thd Countrey otvfihe 
Jazyget, which was upon the Danube towards 

Hereupon the Senate declared Decthalus 
again an Enemy, and Trajan withourcom¬ 
mitting the War to another, went in P® 1 ™" 
to reduce him a fecond time. He matched 
againft him with an Army which Veeebalm was 
in an ill Condition by, fair Force to refifo; 
Treachery but by Deceit and Treachery; he was Withnva 
o/Deceba-ii tt j e of effefting that, that he could riot by 
ht defeat. ^ He lent Perfons under the i no- 

tdi t i 0 n of Deftrters into Mtsfiato aflaffinehifti, v 
as Trajan was always eafie of accefs ; butthfen 
(more particularly upon: the Incidents of the 
War, any one was admitted to fpeak to'hirti. 
That which dilappointed this Delign was, 
v one of the Confpirators was taken up omfufoi- 
■; qjon and put to the Torture; who eonfefled 

the whole Plot. - ; ; ; 

There was a Commander or a Lemon in 
Longiom the Roman Army of great Skill, and who had 
irapand. often fignalized himlelf in the; Wars agamic 
Dacia, called Longinus ; Decebflusiound means 
by Treachery to get this Colonel into His 
hands, and then lent to Trajan to tell him, 
That upon Condition the Countrey as far at 
the Danube, might be refimd to him, and 
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y that Trajan allowed hint for the Charges of the 
* War, he courted his Friendlhip, and would re- 
| turn Longinus again in fafety. To which Tree- 
jan anlwered in a manner, that was to let him » 
know, that he neither made a Imall, nor yet 
fuch a high Account of the Life of Longinus, 
as to buy it too dear. In the mean time, 
whilft Decebalus was refolding with himlelf 
what more to do, Longinus found means to 
procure a quantity of Poyfon by the help of 
a Servant, and he took it ini the night and 
died. 

Trajan built a Bridge over the Danube , for Trajan*/ 
which I know not how I can fufficiently ad- Bridge 6. 
mire him. The other Works of his are very ver 
Magnificent, but this is above them alb It Danubc * 
is a Bridge of Nineteen Arches, all of fquare 
Stone; the Heighth one Hundred and FiftyFo'ot 
above the Foundation; the Breadth Sixty Foot, 
and the Dilfance between each Arch one Hun¬ 
dred and Seventy Foot. How fhall I admire 
the Charge that this coif, and which way alio 
it was poffible to Found it in a great River, 
and a difficult Water which hath an ozy Gra¬ 
vel at the bottom, when in the mean time 
there Was no turning the Stream afide into 
another Chanel ? The River is in other places 
double and treble the breadth, that it is here 
where this Bridge covers it. Here' it is at the 
(Iraighteft, and therefore lo much the more 
fit place for a Bridge; but yet the-Account 
that I hive given, makes it a pretty broad; 

Pafiage here alfo. But that which I would' 

-hiefly observe from the Breadth of the River 
• C iix 
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in this and in other places is, that the broader 
and the more fpatious a Flood it is as it comes 
hither, and the broader and the greater Com* 
pafs that it challenges as it goes from hence, 
fo much the deeper and the more tepid mult 
it be where it is ftreightned in its Courle; 
and this muft make it the more difficult to 
cover it with a Bridge, where it is i fo deep and 
i'o rapid. Certainly the Greatnefs of the Soul 
of Trajan fixers it felf in this Work; tho it be of 
no ufe to us now, nor paflable. The Peers 
are yet Banding, which look asif , the U? er , e 
only built to (hew, That nothing u mpojfibltto 
the Wit of Man. The reafon of Trajan s Build¬ 
ing this Bridge was, to pafs his Forces with rea- 
’ dinels to the Succour of the Romans on the 
other fide of the Danube, in ,cafe the Barba, 
riant attack’d them at a time when the River 
was frozen up. Hadrian fearing on the con¬ 
trary, that the Barbarians mightTometime Force 
the PafTage of this Bridge, and give themfelves 
an eafie defcent by it into the Country of Ma¬ 
fia, demolilhed it, and broke down the Ar. 


Hit Per- 
final Va¬ 
lour. 


Trajan paffing his Army over the Danube 
by this Bridge, made rather a fafe than a 
Quick War, and with time and difficulty ti- 
nilhed the Conqueft of the Kingdom oiDacta, 
He fignalized nis Condmft and his Gallan¬ 
try in many things himlelf. T he Soldiers by 
his Example were encouraged to contemnDan- 
gers, and acquit themfelves with Honour. A* 
mongft the reft a Horleman who was very 
much wounded, was brought out of a Fight to 
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the Surgeon to be drefs’d> but perceiving that 
his life was defperate, and that his Wounds 
were uncurable, he quitted the Tent again 
before his Spirits failed him, and rejoyned 
the Battel, and died, fighting with great Bra¬ 
very. 

In. £ ne > Dec'ftalm, after his Capital City Decebaluj 
Was lolt, and his Country all taken, and him- k/lls him* 
felt in danger to be taken, killed himfelf; His/''/* 

Head was brought to Rome; Dacia w. JS made 
a Province of the Empire, and Trajan planted 
it with Colonies of Romans, He had hid his 
Treafurein the Bed of the River Jfirig, not far 
“Q™ Warhol. _ For he had made his Slaves turn Hts hid- 
tne Water alide another way, and into the denTrea« 
Channel dig a Pit, in which he buried a great L ure * 
deal of Gold and Silver, and precious Things 
that could endure the Wet, Which he covered 
with a heap of Stones and Earth, and then 
brought the River to run over them in its ufual 
Courle again. He hid his Robes* and other 
things of that nature, in Caves of the Earth, 
by the Hands of the fame Slaves, who when 
, * ne their Work, were killed, be- 
eauie they mould fay nothing. But one Hi- 
«/<r, who was one of his Favourites, knowing 
the thing, and being taken Prifoner by Trajan. 
he diicovered all to him, and the buried 
r * l ra " as fought to Light again. 

About this time Palmas the Governour of 
Syria reduced the Stony Arabia under the Obe-* 
dience of the Empire o (Rome, 

After Trajan was returned to Rome, Em* Traj ehre- 
^ahies were lent to him from ifiany Nations ta 

Q % of Rcftw ‘ 




to 
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of the Barbarians, and amongft the reft from 
the Indians, The Publick Games and Shews 
were Celebrated one hundred twenty and 
three days together: in which eleven thou- 
land Beads of all forts were killed, and ten 
thoufand Gladiators diverted the People, 
(pilling their Blood over the Fenns called Au • 
ftrte Palude in the Campagnia di Roma. He 
made Caufeways, and built Houfes upon the 
Roads, and built Bridges which were very 
Magnificent. 

He Called in, and Melted down all the Di* 
minifhed Coin. He buried Licinius Suras, 
SurasXj. w hen he died, with a Publick Funeral, and 
fee up his Statue: who had attain’d to be fo 
Rich and fb Great, as to Found at his own 
Expence a Publick School for the Plays and 
Exercifes of the Romans. This Perfon, and 
Trajan, had fuch a Friendfhip, and fuch an In¬ 
timacy in one another, that many times when 
the Enemies of Suras , who were fuch asen- 
vyed him, had Accufed him to Trajan, Tra¬ 
jan went neverthelefs-to his Houle to Sup 
with him. Uninvited; and difmifling all his 
Guards, Firft he milled himfelf to the Phy* 
fician of Suras , to do (omething to his Eyes 
and Eyebrows; then he milled nimfelf to his 
Barber to (have him; For this was antiently 
the Cuflom, as of all other Romans, foofthe 
Empcroiiis: For Hadrian was the firft Em¬ 
peror that let his Beard grow unlhaved. When 
tins was done, lie walhed, and went to Sup¬ 
per. The day after he laid to thofe about 
him, who were always fiiggefting fomethmg 
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ill to him of Suras , If Suras bad a miU to 
hjll me , he would have done it Ye/lerday. This 
was a great thing in him, to trull his Perfon 
in the leaft with one, who was purfued with 
fuch Accufations. But yet it is more to be ad¬ 
mired, how unalterably he preferved with him 
his Friendfhip, and how that nothing was able 
to make him believe that ever Suras would hurt 
him.. When firft he made him a Captain of 
the Guards, which is to be done by a Cere¬ 
mony of delivering to him a Sword; he drew 
the Sword, and as he gave it, he faid, Take 
tbss Sword to Ufe it for me, if my Reign de- ' 
fervt it \ orotherwife , to Ufe it againfi me. 

He fet up the Statues of Sofia,, Palmas , and 
Celjsss, who were three, that he had a Favour 
l°r before others. He referred the Confpi- 
racies at any time againfthim, to theCogni- 
zance of the Senate, by whole Sentence the 
Offenders were Pumfhed. of which Number 
msCrafius. He built Libraries for Books. Herr » 
fet up in his own Forum, a vaft Column, partly 
for a Tomb for himfelf, when he dyed, and * ’ 
partly for an Hiftorical Monument of all his 
Exploits. All the Ground, on which that 
Forum Hands, was before a Mountainous 
Earth, which he digged down as deep as his 
Column is high, and lo built the Forum Level. 

After this, He began a War againft the Ar¬ 
menians and Parthians ; pretending, it was, be- 
caufe the" King of Armenia had received his 
Grown at the Hands of the King of Parthia, 
and not of him; but really it was out of a de* 
fire of Glory. 

C ? When 



Vi 
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Hi> Par- When he came as far as to Athens on this 
thian Ex* Expedition, the AmbafTadours of Cbofroes the 
pedum. 0 jr met him • who were fent to 

defire a Peace with him, and brought Prefents 
to give him from their Mafter. For when 
Cbofroes had received advice of the Preparati¬ 
ons of Trajan , and that Trajan was refblved 
to (econd his Words with good Blows, the 
Fear, that he was in, obliged him to abate of 
his Heighth, and to fend to beg, That be 
might not be troubled with a War : For be bum • 
bly asked tbe Crown of Armenia at bis Hands , 
in the behalf of Parthamafiris, his Nephew , the 
Son of Pacorus, tbe late King of Armenia; 
Exedreas, havings as being neither agreeable U 
the Romans nor tbe Parthians, Ahdtcated , he 
(aid, tbe Crown again. Trajan refufed to Ac¬ 
cept their Prefects, and returned no other 
Anfwer ; than that a Man’s friendjbip is to be 
proved by Athens , and not Words ; and that 
when be came into Syria, be jhould do, all things 
that were fitting. Perfifting in wiich Opi¬ 
nion, he took his way though the LtJjerAfia , 
Cilicia , and the reft of the Provinces, andfo 
came to the City of Seleacia, and from thence 
to Antsocb in Syria . 

Courted As be was at Antioch , Abgarus the King of 
b the t h e ofrboeni in Mefopotamia fent him Prelent?, 

Ktn’r anc * hleflages of Friendfhip. Bu(^ being e- 

^ ^ ' qually in fear of the Romans and the Partbi- 
ans, and defiring to pleafe both SidSs, he* de¬ 
clined for that reafon the waiting upon him in 
perfon. Others of the Kings and Governours 
of phe Countries, where he came, met him, 

brought 
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| brought him Prefents, and amongft the reft, 
I they Prefented him with a Horfe, that was 
; taught to Adore: kneeling upon his Fore¬ 
feet, and bowing his Head to the Ground, as 
7 raj an flood before him. He accepted ail 
their Prefents. 




But the behaviour of Parthamafiris upon this Bebavi- 
Conjuncture, who had taken upon him the ourofPar 
Crown of Armenia, was altogether a piece of 
Rafhnefs. Firft, he wrote a Letter to Trajan, 
in which he gave himfelf the Name of King 
of Armenia ; and receiving no Anfwer, He 
writ another, in which he omitted that Name, 
and defired that Marcus Junius the Governour 
of Cappadocia might be fent to him, as if he 
intended to mediate fomething by him. Tra¬ 
jan fent to him, the Son of that Junius. In 
the mean time Trajan march'd to the City of 
Scbemfat in Comagena in Syria , and took it with¬ 
out a Blow. Then he came to Satala, which 


was the Seat of Anchiolus , the King of the 
Heniochi , and the Macbeloni. Him he obliged 
fo much, as to make hi in a Prefent. Then 


he came to the City of Elegia in Armenia, 
where Parthamafiris met him, and was re¬ 
ceived ; but the manner thus; 

Trajan fate, as in a Council of War, in the jj tJ 
Camp. After Parthamafiris had faluted him, pearancl. 
He took the Crown, with which he came, off before 
of his Head, and proftrated it at the Feet of Trajan 
Trajan , and flood filent; expecting when 7 V<*. 
jan would return to him the Crown again. 

The Soldiers feeing this, fee upan Huzza, and 
Congratulated Trajan, as is ufual, after a Vi. 


G 4 eftory; 
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(Story : For they cryed, Tbit was a Vsttory 
without a Battel , an unbloody Victory ; to fee a 
King of the floufe of the Arfacidte, the Son of 
Pacorus, and the Nephew of Chofroes King of 
jParthia, fiand before Trajan like a Captive wttb- |j 
out a Crown. Partbamafiris amazed at the 
jNoife, and thinking that it was dejigned for 
an Affront to him, and to his ruin, turned 
himfelf about in a Pafljon to be gone. But 
as he was fo well furrounded that he could not, 
he dcfjred, Npt to be obliged to fpeaft, what hi 
bad to fay, in that Crowd. So he was taken 
into the Tent of Trajan, to whom there he 
offered the Propofitions that he had to make; 
hut Trajan was not pleated to content to them. 
Then he threw himtejf in a Paflion out of the 
Tent, and was retiring through the Camp j 
when Trajan fent for him back again, and in 
the Council of War, wherp he nad received 
him at firft, he defired him to (peak what he 
)iad to fay JPublickly, in the hearing of thp 
Company ; becaufe Perfons, who were igno¬ 
rant of what had palled betwixt them in Pri¬ 
vate, fhould not fuggeft falfe Accounts of jt, 
and mi’freprefent it to thp World, Hearing 
this, Partbamafiris could not contain himtel? 
longer; but yvith a great Courage, amongfl 
Other things, laid. That be neither bad been 
llii Conquered, nor taken Pjifoner. He tame thither 
Speech in voluntarily , in confidence that no Injury would 
the Com. have been offered to him , and that he fhould re - 
War. ctlvt T-tngdem of Trajan, as Tiridates did 
of Nero. Trajan anfwercd him, what he law 
fitting, and wjthal told him ; 7bat Armenia 

jhould 
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fhould be no bodies Kingdom, It belonged to the , 
Romans, and fhould receive a Roman Governour. 

As for himfelf, be gave him the liberty to go 
where he pleafed. So he tent Partbamafiris , He is difi 
together with the Parthians that came with m, fi- 
him, out of the Country under a Guard, that 
he fhould fpeak with no one, nor attempt no 
Novelties: but all the Armenians that came 
with him he ordered to abide in their Proper 
Dwellings, as being now his own Subjects. 

Trajan fecured the Country with conveni¬ 
ent Garrifons, and came from thence to the 
City of Rboa in Mefopotamia, where he law Trajan’/ 
King Abgarus, whole Seac was there. Ab. Congrejs 
garus had before tent Pretents and Perfons to mch A(i ~ 
him often, to Complement him: but fome- ® ams * 
times for one, fometimes for another reafon 
that he pretended, he had not as yet waited 
upon him himfelf, as neither had Mams the 
Governour of the Arabia next adjoyning, nor 
Spar aces the Governour of Artbemifia in A/e, 
fopotamia. Now the Son of Abgarus, firban- 
des, was a handfom charming Youth, whom . 

Trajan had feen, and could not choofe but 

love for his beauty. By the perfuafion of this 

Son, and partly by the fear which Abgarus 

had of the pretence of Trajan , Abgarus met 

him at his coining to Rhoa, and exculing him* 

lelr to him, Trajan received him very well, 

and admitted him to his priend/hip. His 

handlome Son was indeed Apology enough 

for him., He entertain'd Trajan at a Banquet, 

in which he brought in his Son to dance be- 1 

tore him after the Barbarian Mode. ” 

The 


26 7k Life And Reign of VoL I. 


a new The Senate of Rome, among other things 
Title Je- which they decreed in the honour of mete 
• crudbitn. of their Prince, gave him the Title ot 

optimus, or the Btft of Princes. He always 
marched on foot at the Head of all his Army: 
whom againft every Expedition he Review d 
and Furniihed; and fometimes marched them 
in one manner, fometimes another. It they 
crofted the Rivers on Foot, fo did he: fome- 
times he told them a piece of fa fe News, and 
aded the part of a Spy amongft them, ^make 
them keep themfelves the more carefully to the r 
Duty, and to be ready and intrepid agamil 
every thing. He took the Cities of Ntfibtti 
and Ecbatana i, from the P arthians, upon which 
he was Saluted by the Style of C onqutrour of 
the Partbians by the Arhiy. But in none of 
all the Titles, that he acquired, did lie deligKt 
' fo much as in that of the Befi of 

becaufe this was a commendatiOiKatner^ orchis 


own Nature and Virtues, than of his Arms. 
A greet Whilft he Wintered at theOity of Antrnb 

Bfrtb- in Syria, a dreadful Earthqifcke happened, 
which did a great deal of mifehief to many 
, " Cities in that Country, but ^ww^ was in a 
more particular manner afflufted with it. There 
was at that time a great number of Soldiers, 
and an extraordinary Concourle of others 

all parts in the place, either upon Buhnels ol 

Law, or upon Embalfies, or Trade, or Cu 
riofity: whereby it was fo. That there was no 
Nation, nor no Province but what had aihare 
S the Calamity, and all the Roman World 
fuffered in that one City. This Earthquake 
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was preceded by great Thunders, and unufual 
(I Winds; but yet no body fufpe&ed from thence 
| the mifehief which followed. Firft, a mighty Fore.run- 
I bellowing Noife was heard on a Hidden, from mrs 
| the Earth *, then followed a Shock which was 
I was fo violent, that it made all the Earth 
I Bounce and Swell. The Houfes Danced; 

I fome immediately fell with the Tofs, and 
broke into pieces; fome reeled to and fro 
like a Ship in the Sea, and took a conv 
pafs on one fide and the other, and then 
fell: And the noife of the cracking, and hurtl¬ 
ing of the Timber, the Brick, and Stones to¬ 
gether, was moft difmal. A Duft was railed, 
that it was impoflible to fee any one, or fpeaki 
• or be heard to fpeak. Many who were with¬ 
out their Houfes fuffered. They were fo tof- 
fed up, and then down again, as in a Preci¬ 
pice, and ftruck againft one another: fome 
were wounded, fome killed. Trees were torn 
up from the Roots. , But of the reft, who were 
overtaken within their Houfes, an infinite 
number p$rifhed; a great many with the 
Houfes fa ling upon their Heads \ a great many 
were fufibcaced under the Ruins: Others, 
who were held under the Wood and Stones 
fo, by any part of their Bodies, that they 
could not poflibly recover themfelves, were 
in the higheft degree miferable: they could 
not live, and yet they could not foon expire. 

If, out of fucii an infinite number as were 
overtaken within their Houfes, feveral efcaped 
with their lives, yet they were generally hurt j 
fb?ir Legs broken, or their Arms, or their 

Heads, 
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Heads, or they vomited Blood. ?eJo the 
Canful was one of the(e, who died loon af* 
ter. In (hort, there was no figure of Mifery 
and DeftruAion but what was to be feen a* 
mongft thefe People; GOD (hook the Earth 
for many Days and Nights together. The 
Mferable people were all in a DidraAion, and without 
Effedi of j, e ip t0 fly to. Whilft fome were immedi- 
**' ately killed, and buried under the Ruins, 
others were ftarved to death, who were pen¬ 
ned up in any void Spaces left by the Tim¬ 
ber, or betwixt Pillars, and in Vaults. After 
the Earthquake was ceafed, a Perfon who had 
the Courage to go prefently upon the Ruins, 
heard the Voice of a Woman crying. Nor 
was (he alone: the fucking Infant was with 
her: and (he had kept both her Child and 
herfelf alive, with her Milk. They were 
digged up and (aved: and (earch was made 
for others. But they found no body more 
alive, befides one Child, which was hanging 
upon the Breads of its Mother, and the Mo- 
ther dead. When they took the Dead up out 
of the Ruins, it was fo lamentable a fight, 
that the living had no Hearts to rejoyce fo 
much as for their own fofety: fo great was 
the Calamity which then ami&ed Antioch. 
Trajan efcaped through a Window out of the 
Houfe where he was, by the help of a Man 
who was extraordinarily Tall, and who came 
and carried him off^ but not wjthout fome 
fmall Hurts. As the Earthquake continued 
(cveral days, he kept hi in (elf all that time 
jn the open Air, in the Cirque. The Moqn- 

tam 
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tain Lifon was (b (hook, that the Top of it 
bowed and burd, and threatned to fall down 
upon the Town. Other Mountains fell, 
and great Waters darted up where none was 
before, and Streams that nad flown before, 
forfook their Gourfe and vanilhed. 

The Spring being returned, Trajan carried Trajan 
his Arms into the Country of the Enemy. He f roc , e f^l 
furnifh’d himlelf with Boats for a Bridge to 
transport his Forces over the River Tigris , 
from the Woods about the City of tstijihu ; 
becaule the Country upon the Banks or that 
River affords no Timber for that purpofe. 

The Boats were all brought from thence to 
the River upon Land-Carriages; being built 
in that manner, that they were to be taken 
afonder, and joyned again into a Bridge at 
Pleafure. Which was done; and the Bridge 
was laid over the Tigris at the Foot of the 
Mountain Cardynus ; not without the great 
annoyance of the Enemy on the other fide, 
who were Poded to oppofe it. To give whom 
a Diversion, whild the Bridge was fitting with 
all (peed, as Trajan had Men and Boats in 
plenty, he Armed out fome Boats with 
Archers and other Soldiers, anddetached them 
againd the Barbarians. He detached others to 
be moving up and down, as it were to try to 
Land in other places, which (b diftraAcd 
the Barbarians, and efpecially they were (b 
(urprized to fee (uch a number or Shipping 
gotten together in a Country that is deditute 
of Wood, that they gave way, and the Ro¬ 
man Army parted the River. 
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The Roman Army landed in the Country of 
Adsabene, which is a part of Myna, and AJjy* 
ria was then under the Obedience of the King 
of Parthsa. They took all Adsabene, and the 
Towns of Arbela and Gaugamela, where 
Alexander tbt Great did heretofore overthrow 
Dams. The Barbarians call it Atpsa inftead 
of Aljyria, changing the Letters/7 into t. But 
as the Forces of the Partbiam had been «• 
miniihed in their Civil-Wars, and M thej 
were at Variance with one another, there 
was fuch a fcarcity of the Enemy to make 
Oppofition to the March of the Romans, tna| 
thev came up to the City of Babylon. 

Here Trajan beheld the Lake of Bitumen, 
with which the famous Walls of Babylon were 
built. It is a fort of a Slime lo Clammy and 
fo Strong, that when it is mixt with Brick and 
Pebbles, it makes a Wall that is ftronger than 
any Stone, and Iron it felf. He view d the 
Mouth of it, from whence proceeds fuch a 
noxious Stench, that it kills all the Beafts, 
and all the Birds that are brought within m 
reach. And certainly did it ai de much higher, 
to difperle it felf far and wide in the Air, it 
woula render the place Uninhabitable. But 
it Circulates within it felf, and does not ex¬ 
ceed its limits. I have feen fuch another Lake 
as this at the City of Hitrapolti in th e Letter 
Afia, and I made an Experiment or it in Birds { 
my felf being in an Upper Apartment, from 
whence I overlook'd it. For it is (hut upin a 
fort of a Cittern, and above it is built a Con¬ 
venience, where you look down and fee the 
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fatal etfeds of this Stench in fafety. It kills 
every thing, Living: Men only excepted, that 
have been Gelt. I do not underftand the rea- 
fon of this. But I fpeak the things that I have 
feen, as I faw them, and the things that I 
have heard, asl.heard them. 

Trajan was once defigning to make a Cutt 
for the River Euphrates upon which Babylon 
Hands, to fall into the Tigris ; that patting his 
Veflels by that Cut, out of the Firft into the 
other River, he might give himfelf a Bridge 
to March his Army over the Tigris to the 
Siege of Ctefiphon in Ajjyrsa. But when he 
underftood that the Bed of the Euphrates wa« 
much higher than the Bed of the Tigris, he 
forbore that defign, left the abundance of the 
Water running into the Lower Bed fhould ren¬ 
der the Euphrates unnavigable. So he mount¬ 
ed his Veflels upon Land-Carriages, and 
brought them to the Tigris over the little 
Streight of Land which is betwixt the two Ri¬ 
vers; and having patted his Army, and taken 
the City o( Ctefiphon from the Partbiam , he Ctefiphon 
was Confirm’d in the Title of the Conquerour ta ^ n ' 
of the Partbiam , and the Senate of Rome de¬ 
creed, that he fhould enjoy what Triumphs, 
and what Feftivals for the Honour of his Vi- 
dories, foever he pleafed. 

After he had taken Ctefiphon , his Curiofity NisExpe- 
led him to go on Board his Fleet, and Sail for ditim to 
the Red Sea ; which is a Branch of the Indian j Re “ 
Ocean, and called Erythraum Mare, that is, aea ‘ 
the Red Sea, from a King of the Name of 

Erythrus, 
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Erythrtu, who was fometime very Powerful 
upon it. He took in his way the liland of 
Mtflene, which is in the Tigris, the King 
whereof was Atbambylus, without any difficul¬ 
ty: only the Winter, the rapidity of the Tfcm. 
and the Tides of the Ocean were fomething 
dangerous. The Town of Spafsnutti, belong¬ 
ing to Atbambylus, received him well. Frotrf 
thence he came upon the Ocean, vtrhere ifi- 
forming himfelf in the Nature thereof, and 
1 di (covering a Ship that was bound to India, he 
(aid, Was I Young, 1 would certainly make a 
Vifit to the Indians. He enquired much about 
them, and their A&ions, and admired the 
Happinefsof Alexander, who had Conquered 
them, and who had gone fo much further than 
he. He writ the fame to the Senate; But yet 
at the (ame time he was not able, what he had 
Honour already Conquered to keep. The Senate de- 
done to creed feveral things in his Honour; and a- 
him by the m 6 ng fl t he reft, that in relation to as many 
Senate. Nations as he pleafed, his Succeftes fliould be 
adorn’d with Triumphs. For they were more 
than were known to them, fo much as by 
Name, as they continually underflood by his 
Accounts. They fet up in his Honor a Trium¬ 
phal Arch in his own Forum, and the Citizens 
prepared themfelves to go a great wav to meet 
him, at his return to Rome. But he never 
Came thither; nor was the End of his Acti¬ 
ons fuitable to his Beginnings, becaufe what he 1 
hail Conquered, he loft again. 

Iif 
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In the time that he was Sailing for his Plea- . 
fore upon the Indian Ocean, all his Gonquefts A general 
were chang d and revolted, and the Garrifons Hl^lt. 
which he had left amongft them were either 
turned out or killed* It was nothing but the 
Fame of the Indian Ocean Which had dcawrl 
him thither, together with his Honour for the 
Memory of Alexander the Great, to whom hef 
had fometime facrificed in the Houfo, in 
Which he dyed at Babylon, But as he nfet with 
nothing worthy of that Fame; Fables and 
Prolpeds of Ruins were his only Entertain¬ 
ments. 

He was as yet on Board, When the News 
Was brought to him of the revolt of his Con¬ 
quests; againft whom, he difpatched Lucius 
and Maximus, Maximus was defeated and 
killed. Lucius acquitted himfelf very well, 
and amongft other things recovered the City 
of Nijibis, Storm'd, Plundered, and Burnt thd 
City of Rboa, whilft Eryciui Clarus , and Ju¬ 
lius Alexander took and burnt the City of Se- 
* uc *f. 1° *h® mean time, fearing left the 
rartbians of Ctefipbon foould attempt fofne* 
thing, Trajan Was willing to oblige them, by 
gmng them, inftead of a Roman Goveinour, 
l Kin g of their own. He Aflerpbled, when Tqj/S 
he came to Ctejipbon, all the Romans , and all S ivis <* 
tut Rartbians that were there into a large *?' 
Plain ; and railing himfelf upon a high 
Throne and gloiying in the great Anions 
that he had done, he appointed Partbamafpates 
lung of the Rartbians , and put the Crown 
upon him. D Then 
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Expediti. Then 1 he came into Arabia, to Reduce 4 they fawed manyfill Two,from the Hoad, 

c» againft there t he People called the Hagorens, who had wjth Saws. They tlyew others to Wild Bealls. 
the Haga* a i( 0 Revolted, their Town is neither. Great J They forced, other?,to fight til) they kill’d one 
ren,> nor Rich; but the Country adjoymqg to it | another., , 4boi?t ;; ,two hundred and twenty 

is for the moft part a Defart; without Water, | thoufand■ Persons; ,,wore deftroyed by this 

which itfeldom hath, and then it is naught ; l| means. Tiny did the like in Egypt* dnd in 

without Wood, and without Forage: allH the llland of Cyprus, under theGoinmdnd df 

which make it impoffible for a great number ■ Artemion ; where* tw? hundred and forty tholi* 

of Men to lye long before it, defended as ;(■ land Perfons more were deftroy’d. For which 

alfo is by the Heats of the Sun* to whiefo it i$H rcafon, it is, that it is forbidden a Jew to fee 

expofed. So it was neither taken by Trauma footuDon thatIflarrd; eyeu though by Storm 

then, nor by Severus afterwards, though they | he is driven up'on it, he is to be put to death, 

both made Breaches in part or the Walls. ■ At; /ength they were rcdpqed under ©bf-Tewi 

Trajan difguifed himfelf, and Headed a Body* dience again,„ as by others*, jo particularly quilt'd. 
of Horfeup to thp Walls in Perfon; but his I by Lucius, who> was fenc againft them bv 

Horfe returned in an ill Condition to the ■ Trajan. * 

Camp, and himfelf efcaped very narrowly;1 Trajan was refolved to have carried the 
For the Barbarians believing it was he, bv his! War anew into Mtfopotamia, if his fickneft 
Age and Prefence, foot at him, and killed a| increafing upon him, had not obliged him to 
Jiorfeman that was next him. It Thundered! let Sail towards Italy, and ro commit to Puhtiiff 
and Lightened, Rainbows appeared in the! y£lm Hafcian the Command, of the Army 
Clouds, Storms of Hail and Wind fell upon! i n?ytia. And now all die Pains that- had been 

the Romans , when they made their Attacks,! taken* and all the Dangers, which'had beert 

The Flyes rendred their. Victuals and their! run by the Romans , in the Gonqueft of AA 

Drink naufeous. So Trajan railed the Siege,! mema, the greateft part of Mesopotamia* and 

and fell fick not long after. ’ • I , e Part ^ ans > became in vain; for the Par - 

jewifh About this time the Jews about Cyrene ml tbsans turn’d off King Partbamafpates* of the 
Barbarij Africa, Commanded bv one Andrew, whonll appointment of Trajan, and betook them- 

tf* they had let up over them,'committed great! wives to be Governed by' their own Mea j 

Slaughters upon both the Romans and GrecianiM lures. 

They Eat their Flefo, made themfelves Gar ! Trajan fufpe<fted, in his own mind, that he 
lands of their Guts, wafoed themfelves in their! *as poiloned ; but others fay that hehad bedrf 
Blood, and Cloathed themfelves in their Skins! Wd eyery year to void Blood downward, and 

They! D * ,h» 
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that this Evacuation had flopped* that he had 
a Dead Palfie upon him, and was infenfible 
)n a part of his Body * and that he was all 
over Dropfical. He came as far as to the Ci- 
DtAth of ty Iclttioi, which is otherwife called Jrajample 
Trojan. f rom him, in Qilicia, in the Lefftr AJia, and 
there immediately dyed; having Rejened 
nineteen Years, fix Months, and fifteen 
Days. 

Dio Caff, lib. 6j. 

H E had been Conful in ConjunAion with 
Attlm Glabrio, in the Reign of Domiti- 
an, and then received fome Omens of his fu* 
ture Reign. 

Dio Caff. lib. 69. 

H E was a Native of the fame Town in 
Spain with Hadrian , whole Guardi¬ 
an he was, and to whom he rflarried his 
Niece. He dyed without Ghildren, and hfs 
Allies were interred in the Column of his 
own Work* 

, » 

Entrap. Caffiodor, & Vittor. 

* 

T HE Town in Spain, at which Trajan 
was born, was OldSevil in the Lower 
'Andalusia. He lived fixty three Years, nine 
Months, and four Days. He was Proclaim’d 
Emperor at Cologne in Germany, The Height 

of 
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of his Column was one hundred and for- 
ty, or one hundred forty and four Feet. 

The Younger Pliny , born at the Citv of 
Come in the Dutchy of Milan , who was a 
famous Orator and Hiftorian, floured in 
nis time, who has left us a Panegyric 6n this 

teSl£r nC ' dby day of 
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OF THE 


EMPEROR 

Tublrn JElius Hadrian . 


Written by 

aELIUS SPARTIANUS: 

And Addreficd to the 

EM PE R 0 R 
^blOCLESIAN. 

Hu Ex. TTF we take the Original of the Emperor 
t rat] ion. I Hadrian at the higheft, it is to be derived 
JL from the Antient People of- the Mara 
4' Ancona, and particularly from the Town 
of Adria in Italy, which was the Place which 
his Anceftors were o£ before they removed 
into Spain ; where, as himfelf fays in the 
^ ’ Account 
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| Account which he writes of his own tife. they 

Jj fettled in Sevilla la Viezia, or Old Sevile, in 
the times of the Sciplo’s.- His more imme¬ 
diate Defcent was from that Eafbily in Spain. 
tAlitu Hadrian Aftr was his Father, ; : who was 
Coufin-German to the Emperor TSajHn.' His 
Mother was Domitia Paulina, who Was Origi¬ 
nally of Cadiz,. His Sifter Paulina married 
Servianut. His Wife was Sabina, and his great 
Grand-father’s Grand father, fbiarulllnus', was 
the firft of the Family who was a Senator of 
the City of Rome. He was born at up. 
on the Nineth of the Calends of February, in 
the Year when Vefpajtan and Tltiis Were the 

Confuls, which Was then the Seventh tirne oif 
the Confulfhip Of the firft, add* the Fifth of ' ’ 
that of the other. In the Tenth Year of his 
Age, he loft his Father, and received for hiS 
Guardians, his Kinfman, UlpiusTr'ajan, who 
had been then a Ptator, and afcbrWards arri¬ 
ved tp be Emperor, together with G<elm Td- 
tianus, *• Roman Gentleman. \ ■ ' 

;Ib hiS Fifteenth YeAr after having’firti/hed Hit Sea. 
his Greek, unto Which his Gonitis inChhed him dies , 
iri that .manner, that by fome lie was called’ by 
the Name of the Little Gtiti&\fur Went into 
Spain, where he' pbtred immediatelyiinrp the 
Artby, and was e ager of exeridifirfg nibifelf in 
Hdhfing^lhfioft'tO d #k\llt.Trajdtt M\kd Win 
oUt'brmat CbdhH'y’tifito Rome ffgatti, wherd he 
livjed with him as his Son; and it Wis ’rtot long 
before he was patinto the CoitimiffidH of the 
fy&tihthi. He wAj Removed from 'thefice tp 
hc iliz Tribunt brCbldhel df the Second Auxi- 

P 4 Hary 


P refagtt 
concern¬ 
ing him. 
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liary Legion. After that, he was tranfoted in¬ 
to the Loivp Qdcffia, which was about the lat¬ 
ter end of the Rpign of Domitian. In Mafia, 
he was informed .by an Aftrologer pf the fanie 
thing, as to his future Suqceffion to the Em¬ 
pire, which he had heard, that his great Uncle 
o£lius Hadrian, who alfo was skill’d in the 
Doctrine of Nativities, had fometime before 
prqdifted. concerning him. He was lent put 
of Mafia at t^p time that Trajan was adopted 
hy Nerva, with the Congratulations of thp 
Army to .the Emperor, upon the Subject of 
that Adoption. Nerva tranflated him into 
thp Upper Germany, frpm whence he haftned, 
upon the News of the Death of Nerva, to be 
the firft who ffiould bring it unto Trajan. And 
altho’ he was by Servianos, his Sifter’s Hu(- 
)>and, who had endeavoured to poflefe Trajan 
againft hjm» by telling him of his Expend 
and his Debts, not only a long time detain’d, 
but furni|}red alfo with a Carriage that; broke 
by the way, on purpofe tp/ftqp hi$ h^jfte: 
He neyerthelefs profecuted his. Journeyi a$er- 
wards on Foot with that diligence, thpe he 
pame up to Trajan before the Expftf$> vyhifh 


put yet ne was not witnout tpole fcneqnes. wnp 
reprefented him tp 'that Princp, wjip Was ? 
Eovcr /of j&oys, tp be as it were hi? Rival hi 
that fort pf. Pjeafure. Ape) bepaufe, he was 
felicitous ;in this Conjun^wfi,, to know, what 
the Inclination, of Trajaip towards himwas,as 
fo his Adopting him to fueled jn efie Eny 
•* . ' pire, 


I 
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pire, he confulted his Fortune by Lots, in 
whjch he was anfwered in certain Verfes out 
of Virgd that favoured his defire. Other? 
fay, That he. received a Lot of the fame na¬ 
ture out of the Verfes of the Sibyls. But that 
which was a greater Prefagero him ftill than 
all this, of the Empire unto which he fhould 
fuccecd, was, an Anfwer which he received 
from an Oracle of Jupiter Nicephoros, which 
Apollonius Syrut the Vlatonifi hflth fet down in 
his Works., In fine, by the intefpofition of 
Suras in his Favour, he pafily attained unto a 
higher Degree than ever of Favour with Trajan, 
whofe Niece by.his Sifter’s fide, he married, 
which was a Mafch that was encouraged by 
Tlotina, and confented unto by Trajan , as 
Marios Maximus fays, at leaft in fome mea¬ 
sure. 

He was a Queflor in the Year when Trajan He is 
and Articuljim were the' Confuls, which was made sue: 
then the . Fourth time of the Confulffiipof-/*<”■- 
Trajan. |n this Office fj^ng to recite in the 
Senate, an Harangue made,by the Emperor t<\ 
thpm, and. being lattght at for his ill pronun¬ 
ciation of it, he fet hipifelf upon the Study of 
the Latin in that manner , that he acquired 
himfelf at length the greateft Skill and Rig- 1 

a uence in that; Language. After'his Queftpr* 
rnaae the Clerk to the Senate, 

Next fie (Wilted upon Trajan to the War agaign; 

PffM.*. time, hpvv .intimate he was 

With byn^..may be feen By this { that.ne^fiys 
mipfelr, That he indulged to pfinking outpfbb^ 

(Hence to tke Plea jure and Methods of Trajaiji » 

and 
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and this gained him yet greater Favours From 
'Andlri- him. He was madfe a Tribune bf the Peopled 
tune. fo c Year of the Second Confulmtps of Candidas 
and Quadrat tn. In this Magiftracy, it was ah 
Omen (he fays) to'him of a perpetual. Trsbutis- 
•. . n.._* <<• nf . that in 


And Cm - 
Jul. 


as the Tribunes eft be People were'wed to do in 
time of Rain, but the Emperors of that AgJ 
never, that Garment had flipped on: from 
him. In the fecond Expedition againft Dock 
Trajan give him the Command of the ririt 
Legion of the Name of Miner,via, and took 
him along with him. He diftittgunn d hint* 
fclf there by a great many fine, Actions, ift- 
lomuch that Trajan prefented him with the 
ftme Diamond that himfelf had^been before 
prefented with by Herva, which lerved far¬ 
ther to raife his Hopes. He was a ft for un¬ 
der the fecond Confulfhips of StirWtM&Str- 
vianus t at the 1 fame time he received irom 
Trajhn Forty THoufaftd Sefierceftin ardsjth? 
Charges of the publick Gatpes, ,With which he 

treated the People. , After thi£, v b&tyS 
th eifrb-Prator of the Lower f owenU, Jtelbrid¬ 
led the SarmtX, difciplined the ) W 

reftfaihcd 1 the procurators of th^ Province 
frodV Wceeding.' as they did. thdjdft .Lim^ 
of their Power; for theft Services hfew^piafie 
a Gbhful. In which Magiftrahy, fe fooh as « 
Sira'S dnderftood fob ^ Suras i tha^he was tO M 
adopted 1 by r^K.He was M 
fpe&ed.by all, Wh6 defired to .Jrejtfw 1th6 f 
Favour of their Prince. After the Death of 
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Suras, his Irttpreft with Trajan did (fill increafe, 
because iWfliCceeded into the Office of Bur or, 
to write'his Prince's Speeches, and his Letters 
as Ws Secretary:- befides all which, hehad'the 
Favour • of Plotina, by whole means he was 
appointed ■ the Lieutenant bf Syria, in the time 
Of the EXpedjtion ugainfh Parfbia ; 

*ii The Perfons With whorn be at this time en- His 
rertaineddFriendlhip, vmc'SoJfius Pappus and Friend . 
PJetortus Nepos; qfthe Order of the Senders 
and Tafiintis, who Was before 1 his Guardian, 
and Martins 1 Livianus Turbo , of that qf the 
Gentlemen j Palmas and Celfist had been al* . 

Ways bis ^hemies, Butnowfoofe two being 
faltt' intp' Difgribe upon a* Sihfpicion of a 
Defign iij uf^'the'Ebipire. ;,h This facilitated 
the ^finefs of wii^rMij’s Aabptibhi fo that be¬ 
ing cbiough the Favour' of Plotina, created' h 
Gonfhl a <fieebpd tipie, *Hb; indeed conceived 
Wfthiii'Mh'ifotf'ipitire Afliirartces of that Hap - 
pinefs. "IF Was the Opinion of many , that he 
had to ohis ehd^cbrrupted 'alfci the Servants of 
fenh-Wad'made ^ery much of t\it Bops 
who Wfere ! ' 3 h<»Ji>»s' Pat-amours, atid had' fur- 
flljlieditHfift 'with Oyntmentsajid Wafhes irt 
the timcf ii ftiat ,; he was cbftverfaht about the 
CourtV ■ 1 HOWeVcr that is, •the Letters of his He isa> 
AdopHon'^me’tb him into Syria, whereof he dtpted. 
then wasl Ueidjnont, upofi* tnh -Fifth of the 
Ides of ifiigbftj 'Which Day he therefore com¬ 
manded ! t6 v be l Celebrated for'a Feftival for 1 the 
fame. tJpdhthe Third 1 of 1 the fdme Id^sf'hft 
received the News of the'Death of TrajaH, hfe 
commanded'- that Day to bb'celebratcd for the 
’ Feftival 


I 
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Feflival of his acceflton to the Empire. Jt 
had been many times before thought', that 
Trajan's Defign was to have MtNeratm Prifctu , 
and not Hadrian his Succeflor; becaufe many 
of his Friends had agreed with him in trifcsu^ 
to whom he fometimes alfo had laid publick- 
!y, If l die , I recommend t tbe Empire to join 
Others fay, That Trajan fometime had it in 
his Thougnt to die after the Example of Ale* 
ander of Macedonia , without appointing- any 
certain Succeflor. Again, others tell us, That 
it was. likewife in his Mind to have lent a Let* 
ter to the Senate, to let them know, that if he 
died, they themfelves fhould give a Prince to 
the Empire of Rome » adding, as from him, 
fome Names only, out of which they were at 
their Liberty to enufe the Beft Neither do 
we want thofe who have pretended, that the 
Adoption of Hadrian was a Trick, wrought 
by the Power of Plotina, after Trajan was dead, 
by fuppofiting a Perfon, to (peak the Thing 
for Trajan, in a languiihing Voice. . , 

'And pop- However it was, Hadrian poffefTed himfdf 
feft of the of the Empire, and falling in immediately with 
Empire. fh e qfual * Methods of Bufinefs,, he defired to 
fecure and eftablifh, as much as ppffible, tjw 
Peace of all Parts. In the mean time the, 
Nations which Trajan had Conquered, had Kg- ( 
voiced. The Moors were making Incurnoiti 
upon the Frontier Provinces; the Sarmata had 
declared Open War, the Britains could not bo 
contained undgr the, Roman Power, Egypt was 
diftarbed withi ^editions, and Ljcia and Pffo 1 
(line lifted up their Heads to a Rebellion, 

There* 


VoLl. the Emperor Publius Mm Hadrian. 45- 

Therefore as for all the Countries beyond the 
Euphrates and the Tigris , Hadrian even relin- 
quifhed thefe by the Example as he laid of Cato, 
vfbt pronounced the Macedonians 4 Free People , 
iftauje they would not be kept in fubjeStion. And 
is he had obferved. that Partbamafpates , the 
King of Partbia, of the Appointment of Trajan, 
was of no great Confideration amongft that 
People, he removed him from thence to be 
the King over fome other Neighbouring Na¬ 
tions. He began his Reign in Clemency, Hii C j s . 
whereunto he fhew’d a great Regard by (his menci, * 
ujftance ; that having in fome of* the firft 
Days of it, had Notice given him \sy Tatianas', 
by Letters, of Three Perfons, whom he advifed 
him, that he fhould put them to, Death; who 
were, Babins Maqer , the Governour of the 
City, in cafe he in the leaft oppofed his Au¬ 
thority j Laberius Maximus , then in Banilh- 
ment in an Ifland, becaufe he was fufpe&ed 
to afpire at the Empire, and Frugi Crafjiu ; 
yet nevcrthelels, he fpared them all Three: 

For alcho’ the Governour of the Ifland where 
Crafts was, did execute him for an Efcape 
which he wotlld have made, with a Defign 
of fomenting New Diforders, yet was that Ex¬ 
ecution a thing that was done without Ha- 
Jrkds Command. He doubled the ufual 
Donative to the Soldiers, for a good Prefage, 
to welcome in his Reign. He took away die 
Government of Mauritania from Lufrn. Quit- 
t*jMnd difmifs’d him, becaufe he was one 
wHjpvas fiifpe&ed to aim alfo at the Empire; 

J nd when Martius Turbo had finifhed the Re- 

du&iort 
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ducTion of the Jfwt, he ^poin?ed.hm q&, 
vernour of Mauritania, at»d tc^ and repre| 
the Commotions which werethei^; He niflk 
a Journey out of Antioch to meatand recent 
with Refpe< 9 ! che Afhet 9f Trajan, as they,We« 
upon the Road* under the Condu< 5 f pf) jfttidiut. 
Flotina, and Mjtfifo- And having itnbarlted 
them in a Veflei for R«»«, and beiijg, return 
ed again into Antioch, Ke confticiitea' Catiliu 
Several Governour of Syria, and th.eri qatne 
himfelf to Rome by the yvay of jllyrkum. 

He firft lent Letters which ^ere very ac» 
rately wri^to theSenate,tode/ire,Ti&i*; they jhodl 
make Trajan a GWj towhich the Senate agreed 
unanimoufly, and even voted a great truyiy 
more Things-of their own accord, to his Ho* 
nour than- what Hadrian had r mentioned to 
them. At the fame time. Writing, to the Se¬ 
nate, he asked their Pardon, that be bad not 
fubmitted bu Judgment to them in the Affajr of 
bit ajfuming the Empire, the Occafm whereof fat 
bien tbit, that- be bad been faluted Emperor 6 ) 
the Army in Hafte, becaufe the State could tut 
be without a Head to it . The Senate voted him 
the fame Triumph, which was to have been 
given unto Trajan, He refufed it for himfelf) 
but accepted it for the Image of Trajan to bo 
carried in a Triumphal Chariot, that that In* 
comparable Emperor Ihould not be without (lie 
Honor which he fo well merited, no not 
though he was dead. The Title of Pater P* 
tria , or Father of bit Country, which was Tjgcc 
offered him, he declined, becaufe it had Si 


late in the Reign of Augnfiut e’er this 
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had been affumed by thaf Prince. He remit- 
ted to Italy all > the Duties which they were to 
pay him upon his coming to the Crown, arid 
abated the,fame to the Provinces, altho’ it was 
very well known, that at the fame time the 
Treafury was /heightened for Money. Then 
receiving Advice of an Infurredionof the 
Sarnata, and the Roxolani, ha commanded his 
Troops into Mejia, and went thither in Per- 
fon after them. He preferred Martius Turbo, 
after he had adminiftdbd the Government of 
Mauritania , to the Prefidentfhip of Pannonia and 
Dacia ‘ . As to the Affair of the Roxolapi , he 
compofed that by a Treaty, and a Peace was 
eftabhfhed betwixt them* and Hadrian. 

He hap fometinae defigned to appoint Ni- 
grnut to be his SuccefTor in the Empire • but 
Nigrinut became guilty ofa Confpiracy aaainft Ac ™fpi< 
the Life of Hadrian, which was to be exe- rac ? 
cuted as Hadrian affifted at the Sacrifices • & 
Lujtus and many others were in the fame Plot 
with him, which Hadrian efcaping, here* 
upon Palmas at Terracina, Celjus. at Bait, Ni. 
mnus at Faenza, Lufiut upon the Road, by 
the Order of the Senate, were all killed. And 
becaufe thefe Executions might be a means 
of creating an ill Opinion of him in the Minds 
or the People, as if ic had been, cho’ rcallv it 

K,®?* , as he fa y s > b y his Will, hut by the 
Will of the Senate, tlut Four Perfons, all of 
Confular Dignity, were facrificed fo all coge* 
ther: Hadrian came prefently to Rome, com¬ 
mitting Dacia unto the Government of Turbo, 
whom to add to his Authority, he had likewife 

honoured 
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Honoured with the Title of the Trafeffurt of 
Egypt: And at Romt he carefled the People 
to Rifle the Apprehenfions which Were-there 
Hh Bow of hirti, with a double Largels upon his arri- 
tj. val, Which was over and above a Bounty of 
three Pieces of Gold a head, which had been. 
divided amongft them, ill his abfence before.. 
He acquitted nitftlelf before all the Senate of 
the Fa& that had palled; and as for his own 
part, he took his Oath, that he would never 
punifh a Senator, othemife than according to 
the vpry Sentence of the Senate. He proceed¬ 
ed to ea(e the particular Towns and Magi- 
Urates of the Charge of the publick Pofi and 
Carriages, by ordering them to be maintained 
out of the Exchequer; in fine, to bmit> nothing 
to make himlelf to be efteemed, he forgave 
an infinite number of Debts, which were due 
to the Exchequer from private Perfons in the 
City, and all over the Country; as aho he re¬ 
mitted the Arrears of great Sums which were 
due from the Provinces; the Bonds and Regi- 
Iters relating whereunto were all burnt in the 
Forum of Trajan , for A full Security to every 
one againft thole Claims. He fufFdred it not, 
that the Eltates of Perlons condemned, Ihould 
be confifcated into his private Coffers, but or- 
dered'them all to be return’d into the publick 
Trealury. And as Trajan had begun to pro¬ 
vide for the Support of the poor Infants of 
both Sexes, who were not by the Law to be 
admitted to the general Dole before fuch an 
Age, fo Hadrian enlarged that Munificence, 
and made an Addition to their Penlion. Unto 

liich 
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fuch of the Senators as were reduc’d, but had 
not conlunYed their Fortunes by their ill Lives 

and Debaucheryj he fee out Penfions fuitable 

t0 c l cy ' ?*? d fuitab,e t0 the Number 

ot the Children which they had ; continuing 

the lame to many to their Deaths. It was 
not only to his Favourites to whom he exten¬ 
ded his Bounty, but to others he generoullv 
Things, to enable them to acquit 
themlelves in their Offices with Honour To 
lome neceflttous Women he allowed Penfions 
towards their Maintenance. The Games of 
t he Gladiators were exhibited Six Days toge¬ 
ther, and a Thoufand wild Bealls at his Charge 
were expofed to be hunted and taken upon the 
Anntverlaiy of his Birth. 

He chole himlelf out of the principal Per- His Pru- 
lons ot the Senate, an Imperial Council. He deuce and 
reruled to accept of| any other of the Games Modna- 
of the Cirque, which were decreed in his Ho- titn ' 
nour, than fuch as thole which were cele¬ 
brated upon his Birth-Day. He laid many 
times, both in his Dilcourle, and to the Se¬ 
nate, That his Government jhould be fuch, that the 
World fhould fee, it was the Intere(l of the People 
vbscb he minded, and nor his own. As lie was 
three times Conliil himlelf, lb he advanced fe- 
veral Thrice to that Dignity: And for the 
Honor or a Second.Confiilfiiip, he bellowed 
mat Upon a multitude of Perions. The Third 

time that himlelf was Conlul, he officiated ic 
no longer than Four Months; but yet he of- 
tc /J, in Perlbn in Judgment. He never wa3 
ablent from the Senate, when he was either 

E m 
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in Town, or nigh the Town upon the Solemn 
„ Days of meeting. He carried the Honour of 
ffJntr the Senate fo high, and mado fuch a Difficul- 
tbcStmi ty of creating Senators, that when he created 
Tatianas, who was a Captain of the Guards, 
and had had all the Ornaments given him of a 
Conful; he told him/ That he bad nothing in 
bit Power to confer upon him, that was a greater 
Honour. He did not give leave to thofe of the 
Order of the Knights and Gentlemen, to fit 
in Judgment either without, or with him, in 
a Cauie which concerned the Life of a Sena* 
tor; altho* until then, it had been the Cuftom, 
that when the Emperor takes the Gogni- 
fence of a Caufe in Per/on, he call d not 
only the Senators, but the Roman Gentlemen 
unto his Affiftance, and pronounced Sentence 
according to the Opinions of all together. 
In fine, lie proceeded even to execrate thofe 
Princes who had had a letter Confutation for 
the Senators than they ought. He retained fo 
great a refpeft for Servianut, his Sifter’s Huf- 
band, who had been Twice Conful before 
him, that he always went out of his Cham¬ 
ber to meet him coming; and he created him 
a Conful the Third time, without his felicita¬ 
tions for it; the Honour whereof was imper- 
feft in nothing but this, that he did not take 
him to be his own Colleague in that Third 
Confulfoip. 

Hu bn. In the mean time, this is yet to be remem- 
perfitn- bred of this Prince, that he abandoned a great 
ons. many Provinces which had beep by Trajan 
acquired to the Empire; and the Theatre 

which 
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which had been buift by Trajan ip fee Campus 
Martm he defoW contrary to the defiVes 
of all the World- And certainly thefo things 
leemed to be fe much the worfe, he knew 
verv well himfolf that they were difplcafing, 
and yet he pretended that in doing them, he 
accomplifhed the Orders which had been left 
nun by Trajan, fje was willing when he be- 
came weary of th$ Power of Tatianm, the 
Captain of the Guards, who had been former* 

IV pis Tutor, tp have had him murdered; but 
that which call d him off from thofe Thoughts, 
was. he had already a great deal of ill will up- 
on him, upon the occafion of the Murder of 

f erfons before-mentioned, 
the Odium whereof he endeavoured to throw 
mtiTatsanus. At length Tatianas, of his own 
accord laid down his Commiffion, which Ha¬ 
drian conferred upon Turbo. Similes the other 
Captain of the Guards, laid down his, which 
tudrsan 'conferred upon Septimm Clam . Never- 
thelels thofe mo, Tatianas and Similes , were Per- 
Ions who very well might havedeferved his ut- 
inmFamir. After tftis, he went a Progrefs into mi A fa 
Cawp m m, where he endeavoured to oblige all 
r j aces into which he came, with the Kindnetfes Complai-, 
uedid them,and the LargdTes which he bellow- ^ nee ‘' 
ed amongft them; admitting every where the 
Gentlemen of Eftates and Quality to the Ho* 
nour ofhis Friendlhip. At Rome he repair’d of- 
en in Perfen into the Courts of the Pnstors and 
e Confuls. He honoured his Miuifters with 
his Company at their Houfes. When they were 
!»ck, he vificed them Twice or Thrice a Day. 

E * He 
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He vifited fbme, when ,S|ck> who were jh> 
more than Servants that he. had manumit¬ 
ted, Comforting them in their Infirmities* 
and Aflifling them with his Couftfels. He 
received his Friends to his Table, and was as 
Eafy always with them, as if he was a private 
Man. The Honours which he beftowed, up¬ 
on his Mother-in Law at her Death, were 
the greateft that were poflible, in the Games 
of tne Gladiators , which he exhibited, and in* 
all other Rites, whereby he ftiewed his £)uty 
to her. 

He goes Then he went into Gallia , where he figna- 
into Gaul j; zec j himfelf by his great Bounties, and his for- 
and Ger- wart0 Relieve all Perfons that were in 
m,ii. . N ece flity an d Want. From thence he went 
into Germany, and tho’ he was one who was 
a greater Lover of Peace than War, yet here 
he Exercifed the Soldiers, as if he was imme¬ 
diately making ready for a War. He incul- 
His de- cated to them the Precepts of Patience, to 
manor teac h t j iem to (j e hardy, and to be able to 

tht^Sol- fuflfcr. He gave them in himfelf a Model of 
diet). the Life of a Soldier, vifited them in their 
Tents; Eat and Drank in Publick of the fame 
Provision as they did, that is, Bacon , Cbtefe, 
and fower Wine mixt with Water, after the Ex¬ 
amples of Scipio t/Emil/anus, Metellus , and his 
Father Trajan. Were his Commands harder 
upon them than ordinary, he gave them Mo¬ 
ney, or preferred them for their Encourage¬ 
ment. He revived as much as it was pofli- 
ble the 'antient Military Difcipline, which 
through the Negligence of many Princes his 

Prcdecef- 
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Predece(1ors,had been going to decay ever fines 

He fetled ,he oX 

He ^S CS ’ a " d the E l‘P enc « ofthc Ami 

e, irered no one to be abfbnt from the 

Camp without a juftCaufe. The Tr.imJH 

hts Creation were fiich, as whole Merits re 

commended them to him, and not the Fa- 

n“, r °k th n So J d ' ers - , S' racked all to do their 
Duty by the Example that he fet in himfelf' 

Milestogerher,on Foot 
^“ ie Head of them in his Arms. He put 

toT n a nd h R Ufe ° f •^ ,b l or8> forty Walk*, Qi ? of 
fed’m nd B . ovvers ,n the Camp. He was dref- 
led many tunes in a very ordinary Coat with 
out any thing of. Gold to his Bek, -without' 

ofhfcSw^ 9 loaths ?r Buckles, and the Hilt 
ot his Sword fcarce of Ivory. He vifited tha 

Huts CrS He hen V? Wer f Sick in t,19ir little 

Huts. He mark d out the Canips. He made 
none a Centurion, who was not f ftrong 
Man, and of good Repute : Nor a Tribune* 
Uuiefs he was of fuch. an Age, as by his* 

bort^w 0 ^ u S ? x , peiience t0 be fit toVup- 
ppit rhe Weight of that Command. Neither 

did he pennit the Tribunes to make the lead 

fe s ^ fays themfelves of nice and delicate 
. Things, wfiich were therefore wholly cafhiered 
the Camp. He examined their Arms and It 

%:ni Wbetbc l 9 ean apd Ne ‘^nd a- 
mended them as he faw Occafion. He con- 

Ww d iTk aC Age evef y one w * s of, becaufe 
he would have none to ferve in the Field con¬ 
trary to the antient Cullom, who was either 

^ 1 tOQ 
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too young to be of a proper Strength to bear 
Arms, or too old and part it. He took Gare 
that his Soldiers were perfotially always knbhrti 
to him, and he kept an Account how many 
of them precifely they were. 

He gave himlelf the Trouble to examine 
into the State of the Magljfhies of Atnmuni- 
tion and Provifions; and Whether the Cbn- 
tributions of the Provinces were well paid, 
and into the State of the Provinces, that if 
any thing was amifs arty where, he might 
fupply the Defeft. Particularly, he defirCd to 
cut off all fuperfluous Expences, and that his 
Officers fhould lay out their Money upon no¬ 
thing that Was of no ule. So having model¬ 
led his Army to his own Pleafiire, he next fet 
upon ah'Expedition into Great Britain, where 
as he corrected a great many Defaults, fb he 
Ws Wall was the firft Who made a Wall there, that was 
»» Britain. Fourfcore Miles in Length, to ferve for a Di- 
vifion betwixt the Barbadians and the Romans. 
Septimius Clarur, a Captain of the Guards, and 
Suetonius ir'anejuillus, Secretary of theDifpatches, 
with othas, having converted without his 
Leave, a little more familiarly with the Em- 
prefs Sabina, than was well confiftent with the 
Honour of the Court, he turned thetn out, 
und put others into their places. And certain¬ 
ly, be would, as he laid, have difcharged hit 
very Emprefs, as one that he conceived dijagreablt 
and ill humored, had he been but as a private Per • 
iris Intel, fon. He was not only inquifitive into all that 
Hgence. parted in his own Iloulhold, but likewife into 
the Houles of ’his Neighboui s; infomuch, that 

by 
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by his Spies, he was told ofall the fecret A&ions 
done amongft them, whilft they in the mean 
time never iufpe&ed it, nor knew any thing 
of it, until himfelf difeovered it. Upon which 
occarton, it will not be unpleafant to infert a 
Partage wherein we may certainly fee what a 
Knowledge he had of a great many things as 
to his Neighbours. A Perfon had received a 
Letter from his Wife, in which ihe fold him. 

That he was fo taken up with his Pleafuret and 
the Bat hi, that be made no Thoughts of returning 
again to her Arms . Hadrian was informed oT 
this by his Spies; fo when that Perfon came to 
him to defire the leave of him to retire Home, 

Hadrian gave him a gentle Rub of his Baths 
and his Pieafures. Sir, fays the Gentleman, 

Hath my Wife written the Jame to your Majefiy, 
that Jhe hath written to me ? Indeed this Inqui- 
fitivenefs was thought to be a very great Fault 
in Hadrian ; all the Amourt of the Sparks, and 
the Secret Adulteries of the married La¬ 
dies lie took the Pains to pry into; but which 
was worfe, he did not keep the Counfel when 
he had done, of his greateft Friends. 

After having fettled the Affairs o f Great Bri - 
tain, he eroded over into Gallia, where he re¬ 
ceived Advice of a Sedition in Alexandria in 
Egypt, arifen about their God Apts ; who ha¬ 
ving been brought to Light anew, after many 
Years that he had been loft, the Difpute in 
what City he ought to be plac’d, created itrangc 
Dilorders amongft the People, becaufe all of 
them earneftly contended to have him. At 
Nijmet in Languedoc, he built a Temple to tho 
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Honour of Vlotina, which was an admirable 
He ar- Work. Then he went into Spain, and palled 
nves in the Winter at Tarragona, where at his proper 
Spain. Charge he re-edified the Temple of Augufius\ 
and having Aflembled all the 1 States of Spain 
together at Tarragona , he conTulted with them 
with great Prudence and Dexterity in the Po¬ 
liticks, considering their Divifions about the 
railing of Levies amongft them At Tarra¬ 
gona he efc&ped a very great Danger, and in 
a manner, which was hot .inglorious. Ashe 
was walking in a Garden, a Servant belonging 
to the Mailer of the Houle where he was, ran 
upon him furioufly with a drawn Sword, to 
kill him, Hadrian doled with the Man, and 
took him Priloncr and delivered him to the 
Cuftody of the Guards, who were flocking'in 
to his Afli fiance. But when it was plainly 
Teen that the Man was Mad, he lent him to 
the Phyficians to be cured, and took no more 
Notice of the Matter. In many Places where 
the Barbarians are not leparated from the Rb- 
ptant by Rivers, but only by Land-marks, he 
made Walls of Earth, liipported by Stakes, and 
ft lengthened with Pallifadoes for a Partition 
betwixt them. He appointed a King over 
the Germans ; he fupprefled the Commotions 
of the Moors , lo that he merited the Honour 
from the Senate to have Sacrifices and Solemn 
Prayers offered for hini. The Tartbians did 
but make a incen or Tingle Motion towards a 
War, but it wascompoled again by one Con¬ 
ference with Hadrian. 

After 
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After!this fie.came by Sea along the Cdaflf Several 0- 
of Afia, and the Illands, unto 1 the Province of tberofhis 
Acbaia, where he waS initiated in the Eleufi- 
nian Rites, after the Examples of Hercules, and K * 

King Philip. '■ He was .very generous to the 
Athenians, and prefided at their Games. He 
Tailed from thence to Sicily, i where he had the 
Curiofity to vifit the tap. ofi the Mountain 
v£tna, from thence to view the Riling Sun; 
how various they fay, fit.Appears there in its 
Colours, in the Nature of .thole of thC.Rain- 
bow. ' From Sicily he Icame home to- Rome, 
and fromRcTwr he ctoffedtheSea again into- 
Africa .leaving many Marks of his Liberality 
upon thfe-Provinces of. that • Qountry j la that 
one may fay,.that Icarce neVor hath there been 
a Prince Jctiown tot Travel over, ft) much Land, 
and with fo mlichtdifpatchf as he ; He had no 
fooner. returned ;bhck usiReme- out of Africa, 
but he fet upbn a New Vtfyage into the Euft, 
and took his walkthrough 1 Athens. The Works 
which he had Begun' itcAtbeni ), he ’'now 1 fimlh- 
ed and dedicated; amongft the reft, the Ten^ 
pie and rjle Altar of /fupiter Olympus , 4 fti 

Afia, as he travelled, : he likewile Conlecra* 
ted Temples there, which abide as To many 
Memorials of his Name^ • Whilft he was in 
Cappadocia, he admittediaiNumber of the People 
of that Country into the Service of his Army. 

Me invited the Princes and .the Kings of the 
Dominions where he camej. to joyn in Friend- 
Ihip with him. Particularly he invited to his 
Friendlhip Chofroes the King of Parfbia, to 
whom he returned his Daughter that Trajan 

had 
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had formerly taken Captive, promifing the 
fame as to a Chair of State, which had Been 
then Iikewife taken and carried away in that 
War. He received thofe Kings when they 
came, fo generoufly, and treated them in that 
manner, that others who ftaid; away upon the 
Account, efpecially of Pbarifmants, who in* 
folently flighted him, might have an occafion 
to repent themfelves. As he traverfed the 
Provinces, he puniihed fome Procurators, and 
fome Prefidents of them for their Malverfa- 
tions fo feverely, that they laid, he had a mind 
certainly to encourage Accufers t6 appears* 
gainft them. 

He had a great Difpleafure againft the 
People of Antioch, wherefore it was in his 
Thoughts to feparate Syria from Phabicia, that 
Antioch fhould not be (aid to be the Metro* 
polls of fo many Cities. The jfawabout this 
time broke into a War, becaufe they were for* 
bidden to Circumcife.thcmfelves. He went 
upon the Mountain Lifon, which is near An¬ 
tioch, in the Night, for the Curiofity of obfer- 
ving from thence the RifingSun. Jupiter wai 
wor/hipped upon that Mountain, to whom, as 
Hadrian was Sacrificing there, a violent Storm 
arofe with Thunder and Lightning, which 
blafled both the Vidtim and the Prieft. Ho 
traverfed Arabia^ and came to the City of 
Pelu/ium or Belvais in Egypt. The Tomb of 
fompey which is at this City being decayed, 
he rebuilt it with greater Magnificence. 

As he was failing upon the Nile, his dear 
Antinom died, for whom he wept with all the 

tender* 
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tendernefs, and the weaknefs of a Woman Hi u Grief 
weeping for her Husband. There are feveral f°* Aftt h 
reports about that Youth. Some fay that he noU,, 
devoted himfelf a Sacrifice for Hadrian. Others, 
that he was what his Beauty might probably 
incite him to be, and the too great Pleafiire 
which Hadrian took in a Burdafn However 
it was, the Grecians, at the defire of Hadrian, 
made a God of him; and we are told of 
Oracles which have been uttered by him; 
but they are rather fome fuppofed Compofiti* 
ons of Hadrian ; who was excellent at Verfe, 
and indeed at all forts 6f the Belles Lettret. 

For he had a great Hand at Arithmetick, 
Geometry, and Painting. He under/tood 
Mufickj and played perfe&ly well upon ma¬ 
ny Inftruments, and Sung. Loving his Plea- 
lures fo exceflively, as he did, he could not 
but Compofe many Poems of his Amours. 

Together with which he was a Matter in the 
matter of Arms; had the Military Arcinper- 
feftion, and was skilled at the Weapons of the 
Gladiatours. He was a Perfon equally Severe 
and Pleafant, Affable and Grave; Adtive and 
Confide date, Clofe and Liberal, Cruel and 
Merciful, in all things ever various. 

He enriched his Friends, though they ne¬ 
ver did aSk him any favour; and to others 
upon their asking he denyed nothing. But 
yet he t^as eafie to give ear to every Tale 
which was but whifpered concerning them. 

And this was the occafion, that almoft all 
thole whom either he had dearly loved, or 
whom lie had railed to the highell Honours, 

.were . 
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His Seve- \yere afterwards treated by him as Enemies,j 
rity and 3S was Tatianas, Nepos, and Septimus Clarui, 
tnjujhce. a j( 0 Eudamon, who had once been Pri¬ 
vy to all his Counfels, and his Confident in 
the very Affair of hjsafpiringto the Empire, 
was reaucedby him to extreme Beggery. He 
conftrained Poly anus and Mavcellus to mur¬ 
der themfelves. He made the raoft notorious 
defamatory Libels upon Heliodorus. He fuf- 
fered Tatianus, under a pretence of his being 
in a Confpiracy .againft him, to be Arraigned 
and Profcribcd. He perfecuted Numidiui 
Quadrants, Catiltus Sever us, and Turbo, very 
grievoully. He put to death Servianus, his 
Sifters Husband, when he was in his Nineti- 
eth Year, only becaufe he would be fure, 
that he fhould not out live him. In fine, he 
Perfecuted without remiflion both his Ser¬ 
vants and his Soldiers. As ready as he was at 
his Compofitions, always in Profe and Verfe, 
and skilled in all the Liberal Arts; he yet 
laught at the Publick Profeflors. of the Arts, 
and triumphed over them; entered many times 
into Solemn Difputes with all of them together, 
and with, all the Philofophers; only for the 
Glory of Compofing better Books, or better 
Verfesthan they. He excepted once particularly 
againft a Word, which was ufed by Favon- 
ms : who modeftly fubmitting himfelf to him 
in it; but being blamed by his Friends for 
yielding the Caufc fo in a Word For which 
there was fuffieient Authority to be produced 
but of good Authors; Favtrinus made a very 
pleafant Jcft upon it. Says he, My Friendt, 
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you art much mifiaken , if you do net allow me to 
believe him to be a Learneder Man than m all, 
who is the Mafler of Thirty Legions. *' 

So fond was he of his Glory, as to this Ta,« 
lcnt, that he writ his own Life, and after¬ 
wards gave it to his Servants (that were Scho¬ 
lars) to publifh it only under tlieir Names: Thus 
the Books under the name of Phltgon , are 
Hadrians. The Catachriani are his, which 
are extremely obfeure pieces, in imitation of 
Antimachus. The Poet Floras > having writ¬ 
ten to him, thus, as follows; 

Ego nolo Cafar ejje , 

Ansbulareper Britamos , 

Scytbicas patiPruinas. 

That is, 

l defire not to be Cafar , 

To Ramble amongft the Britains, 

And be ftarved with the Fi ofts of Scythia. 

He anfwered him again thus; 

Ego nolo Floras ejfe, 

Ansbulare per Tabernas, 

Latitare per popinas , • 

Culices pati rotundas. 

That is, 

I defire not to be Floras, 

To Ramble amongft the Taverns, 

Skulk about the Eating-Houfes, 

And be flung to death with Gnats. 


He 
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His He took more delight in the Antient Wrj. n y, and all their Equipages to his Officers that 
Learning tings than the Modern, and wasplealed with he lent into the Provinces. He often lent hie 
making Declamations. He preferred Gw to Minifters upon the Feafts of Saturn Prelentl 
Cicero, Ennius to Virgil, and Calm to Saluft* and accepted of others from them avail/ 
the like Judgement he pafled upon Horner^ when he made a Royal Banquent for the En 
Plato. He pretended to underttand judm tertainment of a great number of Perfons of 
Mrology lo very well, that upon the Calends the Court and the City, he hath ordered Dilhes 
of January in the Evening he would con' to be brought up to him from the lowermoft 
ftantly fet down in Writing* what in the Tables, to fee whether they were well uled 
whole enfuing year afterwards was to happen there by the Servants of his Houlhold His 
to him; inlbmuch that in that Year in which Prefents which he lent at any time to Princes 
he died, he had written a Scheme of things, always exceeded thole which they lent to him* 
as far as to his laft hour. But although Ik He frequently Bathed in Publick, and in the 
gave himfelf the liberty, as hath been laid, to Company of all the World without difti/i&i- 
reprehendthe Muficians, Tragedians, Come- on: which gave an occalion to a Dlealan* p a r 
dians. Grammarians. Rheeoricans, Philofc 1^, which was this. Ther“wS a ^1' 
phers, and Oratours, and to teize them per* Soldier at the Bath, whom he had known in 
petually with Queftions,yet he preferved a real the War, lerubbing his Back and his Bodv a- 
kindnefs for them, and honoured them with gainft the Wall in a Corner, by himfelf. Ha- 
the marks of his efteem : If he had been the Irian feeing him, asked him what was bis fancl 
occalion, that many times they went dilfatif to rub himfelf fo againfi the Ms ? The Man 
fi’ed from him, he (aid. He however took it ill, laid, It was, Becaufe be had never a Servant to 
if he Jaw any body do fa. He vyas more par- rub him. Immediately Hadrian lent him one 
ticularly familiar with the Philolophers Epilff and withal gave him an Eftate to keep one* 
tus and Heliodorus, Phavomus, was much in Another day, feveral other Old Men in the 
his favour. And whenthefe Dodors became by like manner, were rubbing themfelves’againft 
Age unfit any longer for their Proleflions, he the Wall, in hopes to provoke Hadrian to be * 
took care of them, and difmift them from as bountiful to them. But inftead of that he 
their Labours, with marks of Honour. ordered them to be called out, and to take 

Some par - The Enemies which he had in his Private their turns to rub down one another He 
sieutar Life, he forgave afcer .he was Emperor. To was a lover of the Common People, and took 
' one of them, Ins Expretfion was, after he a glory in Ihewing it. Fond of Travelling 
> • was Emperor, It ts well , jou have Efcaped m, and whatever he had read in Booksconcern- 

He gave always Horles, Mules, Cloachs,Mc‘ ing any part of the Earth, he was willing to 

learn 
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leafh the truth of; it upon the flM Heeti- 
du’rad the Cold land the Weathetfo hardily, 
that hi never went with his H 6 w (ioverea. 
To feveral Kifig* of the Countries where he 
came/he paid"a great deal of relpe<ft* The 
fnoft part of Wh6m entred into Leagues of 
Frfendfhip withi him; forne indeed flighted 
him. And to many he made great Prefents, 
but no one Perfon grfcater than he did to ?h* 
riftnanit the King of Iberia to whom, behdes 
other things which were Magnificent, he lent 
fifty Elephants. The Prefents in return, which 
that King fent to him, were alfo great. But 
amdiig the reft he had fent Tunicks Embroy* 
dered in Gold: in derifion of which, Hadrm 
ordered Three hundred Malefatfours to be 
drciTed in the like Tunicks embroydered in 
Gold, wherein to fight upon the publick Stage 
the Prizes of the Gladiatours. - 
When he fate upon Judgment in Perfon, 
he took to his a Hi fiance not only his Courtien 
and Friends, but the profeffed Lawyers; efpfr 
cially Juvmtitu Celfus , Salvim Julianus , Ner* 
tius Vrifcm , and others, who were Men Uni- 
verfally approved by the Senate. He ordered 
amongft other things, that no Houfes in any 
City fhould in any wife be taken down, for 
the fake of rebuilding them in another, or 
transferring the Materials to another. He 
granted unto the Children of Perfons pro' 
feribed,* the twelfth part of the Eftates of their 
Fathers. He admitted of no informations of 
High Treafon. He refilled to Hand Heir to 
fuch as he did not know \ neither would he 
r accept 
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accept the. Inheritances of thofe he did, in * 
cafe they had Children of their own to enjoy 
them. Concerning Treafure-Tmve, his Con- 
ftitution was; that if the Party had found it 
in fus own Ground, helhould,take it to him- 
^ j 1 ® ^und it in anothers, he fhould 
“5 the Proprietor of that 
, lf £ e ^mid « upon the publiclc 
Ground, he fhould fhare it equally with the 
Exchequer. He made it unlawful for Ma- Some of 
Hers to put their Slaves to death; and order- h,} 
ed, thatSlaves fhould be Tried and Condem¬ 
ned by the pubjick, Judges as they deferved ir. 

againft L ^ch as had confumed their 
Eftates, was, that if they were under their 
0 W m. Authority, they fhould be expofed to a 
publick Shame in the Amphitheatre, and then 
turned out of the Town. He took away the 
Private Pnfons, for Servants and Slaves, which 
had uled to be before in the Hands of their 
Mafters. He feparated the Baths for the di- 
ftinft ufe of either Sex. If a Mailer was found 
Killdin ms Houfe, he ordered that not all the 
Slaves mould be put to the Queftion about the 
Murder, but thofe only who were near c- 
nough to have perceived and prevented it. 

1 lie Country of Hetruria nominated him to 
be their Pmor, and he was lo, when he was 
fcmperour. In like manner he was the Di- 
ftacor, the tAEdtlh, and the Duumvir, that is. 
die Chief Magiftratc fo called, of ffiveral 
towns m Lauum, The City of Naples chole 
hun to be their Domrdrn. The City of W 
in S(m t and that cf AM a in Ual h which 

wars 
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were the two Places of the pefeent of him 
and his Anceftours, chofe him to be their 
j®,j muennalis . At Aliens he was the 
In almoft all the Cities where he came he 
Built, and gave publick Sports to the People. 
At Athtm he exhibited a Chafe in the Stanu 
urn, of above a Thoufand Wild Bcafts. He 
never ferved himfelf upon thefe occafions if 
any Huntfmen, or Players from the City of 
Rome. At Rome the Plecfures of the Felb- 
vals, which he Celebrated to the Honour ef 
his Mother-in-Law were infinite. Amongft 
the reft he made the People a Largefs of 
Aromatick Sacrifices: and upon the Fefti- 
vals to the honour of Trajan he commanded 
the fcveral Seats of the Theatre to be perfumed 
with Balm and Saffron. He had Plays of all 
forts a&ed in the Theatre, as antiently. Hi 
petmittedthe Comedians of the Court tdAd 
in the Plays which were given by private Per. 
fons. He exhibited in the many wild 
Beafts, and many times a hundred Lions tbw 
killed at a time. He often treated the Peopli 
with Anticks and Mafquerades. He often went 
to fee the Combats of the Gladiators. A* 
mongft the infinite number of Works which 
he built in feveral places, he never caufed hit 
own Name to be Engraved upon any of them, 
but upon the Temple of Trajan. He re-edi¬ 
fied the Pantheon at Rome , together with the 
Septa, the Temple of Neptune, a great many 
Religious Houfes, the Forum of Aunt(l us, and 
the Bagnio of Agrippa : all which ne Confe* 
crated anew, but ftill under their Proper, and 
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tkir Ancient Njn;«. He built a Bridge over 
tk Wtr, which he called by his own name 
together-wich a Sepulchre for himfelf near IS 
‘ranflated the Temple of the Gods 

.hi! aT i ,he P ka whe ™ " to ano- 

ther. He did the lame to a Coltfm which 

cfj tv’ where is the Temple of the 
C ty, This was a great and a laborious Task 
jt was removed in the Pollute in which it 
was /landing; being railed by the ArchiceiS 

Emnrz ; four and ‘.T. ent ' Elephants were 
Employed upon it. After he had Re-confe- 

w«C Va f Col f “ ‘ he Sun - which be- 

tore was Confecrated to Nero, whofe Head 
"as to it, he propofed to build Rich another 
Monument to the honour of the Moon, by x 
the Hand of the Archne<a Apollodorus. * 

He was moft extremely Affable and Cour¬ 
teous in his Difcourfes which he had with 

°T deglCei and hated fuch as 
ftquld Envy him a PJeafiire which Wa s fo 

fenfjble to him, upon the pretence of main- 
fining the Gravity and Port of a Pdnce, 

mrf\ e f anJr Tr! at ^ e Academ y> he both pro-' 
poled feveral Queftions to be anfwered by the i 

nm fe rT’ a u n . d an(,Vered others which they 
iropofed to him. Marius Maximus fays, t|uf 

was in his own Nature Cruel; but vet that 
ie id many Pious and obliging things: the 
reafon whereof was his fear, that he might 

i W J? • e ^ amc Fortune With that 
which befel Domittan . Although he did not 
love Titles and Inscriptions upon his Works/ 
he however called feveral Cities , cveti Car 

ifr » r. 
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thage it felf, and a part of Athens , together 
with a multitude of Aqueducts, after his own 
name. He was the firft who Created the Of¬ 
ficer called Advocatus Fifci , that is, Advocate 
His Me - of the Exchequer. He had a happy Memory, 
mory and an( j admirable Parts. He dilated all his own 
Speeches, and anfwered to every thing him* 
lelf. There are feveral of his Jefts; being a 
very pleafant Man in Conversion. Amongft 
the reft, this is one: an old Man in Gray 
Hairs having asked him fomething, which he 
denyed him, and coming to ask it again, but 
with his Hair tinged firft unto a youthful co¬ 
lour; fays he to him, I have already dtnyel 
tbit thing to your Father. He remembred Per* 
fons by their Names fo very well, without 
the help of a Prompter, that though he had 
heard them but once, he prefently corrected 
any one that miftook them. He remembred 
even the Names of all the old Soldiers, whom 
he had disbanded. The Books which he read, 
though they were out of the common way, 
and difficult, he would repeat to you again at 
moll entirely by heart- At one and the fame 
time, he Writ, Dictated, hearken’d to Dif- 
courfc, and dilcourfed himfelf with his Mini* 
fters. He retained in his mind all the Pub- 
liek Affairs fo well, that nodiligen^Mafterof 
a Family, better knows thofe of his own 
Houle. He loved his Horfes and Dogs to 
i hat degree, that he built them Tombs, and 
writ them Epitaphs. He built a Town, which 
he ca led Adtianothera , in a certain place, in 
Ma'fta ; only becaufe he had hunted with 

8 ood 
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good Succefi there; at what time he kill’d 
a Bear with his own hand. a 

He made an exaft enquiry always into all 
things afted by the Presidents of the Pro- 

S C fV Un 5‘ le was fatisfied in the Truth 
He fuffered not his Servants, whom he had 
Manumitted, to Influence him, nor to be 
' h °M' He Paid, that ,t wa“th« 

M/inelscif the Princes his Predeceflours which 

We^Men^ a 'T ° f ‘ ,1 ? ^ices of 

moie Men. Therefore if any of his pre¬ 
tended to have gained an Ineereft in him ? he 
prefently punilhed them. We have an in! 
ftance of this Nature, in what he did particu- 
larly to one of them, whom he faw out of a 

s!il°uT s Wa i E k, " g f ,n the m * dft b «wixt two 
oenatoms. It is fevere, and yet it comes 

omethmg near to a piece of Raillerv H« 

fent one to him, to give him a Box on cheEa, 

and to tell hfm; That it was not for him to walk 

hetwixt two Senators, to whom he might M he 

it anted to be a Slave. Of all Dilhes ol^Vat, fit 

terS-a Tl' an ? gli0 of 1 PScafants, 

Urawn, & c . I n his time a Famine, a Plague 
and an Earthquake happen’d. For all wbirK 
he expiated the Gods ffsecnfices as 
lt was poffible; and generoully ftccoured the 

t£ rt thC C,tie ff tkt ^ waft by 

them. There was alio an Inundation of the 

Tbe f H . e ma de feveral Cities free of Rome 
and to others he remitted their Tribute. No' 

K w' Xped, rr°j S ba PP ened under his Reign. 

His Wars patted over almoft in filence. He 

Was beloved by the Soldiers; becaufe he toot 
^ 3 always 
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always a great Care of them* and was very 
bountiful to them. The Parthians were his 
ftedfaft Friends, becaufe he delivered them 
from the Yoke which Trajan had impoled up- 
on them. He permitted the Armenians to have | 
a King of their own; whereas under Trajan 
they received a Roman Lieutenant. He did 
not exa£t of the Mefcpotamians the Tribute 
which was impoled upon them by Trajan. 
The Countries of Albania and Iberia were very 
affe&ionate to him : The Kings of the Batin- 
ant lent their Ambafladors to him, and hum. 
bly defired his Friendlhip. 

jr- r He oftentimes himlelf appointed the Per* 
% the fons who Ihould be the Guardians to rninori, 
rtiblick- He took Care of the publick Manners, no lels 
than he did of the Difcipline of the Army. 
He commanded the Senators and the Roman 
Gentlemen to appear always in Publick in 
Gowns. Accordingly himlelf, when in Italj, 
went always in a Gown. He received the Se¬ 
nators Handing, when they came to wait up¬ 
on him at his Banquets. He fettled, with the 
help of the Magiftrates for that purpole, the 
Expences, beyond which no one Ihould ex* 
peed in their Feafts; which he reformed ac¬ 
cording cothcantient Julian Law. He for¬ 
bad the Citizens to appear attended with (o 
much heavy Equipages as they did, coming out 
of the Country. He fullered not the Baths 
to be opened before Two a Clock in the Af* 
ternoon, unlels it was for the Sick. He was 
the fir ft of the Emperors who took of the 
knights and Gentlemen to lerve him as his 
r * Secretaries* 


Vol. I. the Emperor Publius /EHus Hadrinnf 71 

Secretaries. He had a Companion for fiich a- 
mongft them as were poor, and he knew were 
of an innocent Life; as much as on the other 
hand, he hated a Man who was grown Rich 
by Craft. He took great Care to oblerve the 
Holy Rites of the Religion of the Romans: 

But as for others which were of Foreign Infti- 
tution, he flighted them. He officiated in Per- 
fon as High Prieft. He many times had Cau- 
fes tried before him at Rome, and in the Pro¬ 
vinces; admitting the Conluls, the Prators, 
and lome of the heft Heads of the Senate to 
his affiftance, as his Council. He cleanled 
the Lake Fucinus, He appointed Four Pro- 
conluls for the Adminiftration of Juftice 
throughout all Italy. At his coming into 
Africa it rained, which it not having done in 
that Country before in five Years; this was 
an occafion that he was very dear to that 
People. 

Going always in his Travels in all Parts, 
with his Head uncovered, and many times in 
the greateft Showrs, and the greateft Colds, 
at laft he fell into a Sicknefs, which obliged Hefsckpnt 
him to take to his Bed; and being folicitous a- 
bout the Per Ion whom he Ihould make a 
Choice of for his Succeflour, his firft Thoughts 
carried him upon Strviamt ; but upon a fur¬ 
ther Conlideration, as hath been laid, lie put 
him to Death, together with Fufcus, whom 
he hated upon the account of certain Prefages 
and Prodigies which had happened, and which 
might give Fufcus the Encouragement to dare 
tQ hope for the Empire. The like jealoufie 

F 4 whieh 
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which, he, vyas inclined f to, jiave of Vletorius 
iJepoSf'rn ade him, that now lie hated him, as 
much as before he had lpved him. Thus he 
hated alfo Tertnijus Gentianus,. and fo much the 
more,as he knew,that he was beloved by the Se* 
Jiis Jea- nate. In fhort, ta had an ayerfion to every one, 
hufie. upon whom he look’d with' an Eye of jealoufie, 
as if they afpircd to the Empire in his place. But 
Bill he however ftitled all the. Motions of that 
Cruelty which was in his Heart, till fuch time 
as he was brought almoft to his laft, of a Flux 
of Blood at Tivoli ; and then he ordered Ser¬ 
vians directly to be put to Death, pretending 
he was one who had affe&ed the Empire, ha¬ 
ving treated the Servants of the Court with 
Suppers, and fat himfelf down in the Chair 
which is for the Emperor, and courted the 
Favour of the Soldiers. Several others at the 
fame time by his. Order, either publick or pri¬ 
vate were put to Death ; which is the Iefs to 
be admired, becaufe Sabina , his own Confbrt, 
died fiiddenly after, not without a Sufpicion 
of her being Poyfoned by him* In the next 
Wf adopts place, he took up a Refolution to adopt Cejt- 
/Eliui ‘ nius Commons Virus , the Son-in Law of Ni* 
Venn*. grinui the Confpirator before-mentioned: be* 
ing a Youth whofe Beauty had formerly le- 
commended him to him. So he accordingly 
did it, and called him by the Name and Title 
oftAElius Verus Cafar , how difpleafing foever 
this was to others. To honour whole Adop¬ 
tion, he gave the Carnes of the Cirque to the 
People,and bellowed uponboth the Pcopleand 
the Soldiers a Free Bounty. He made him aPras- 

• tof, 
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tor, and gave him immediately the Charge q£ 
the Province of Vamonia, He created him a 
Conlul, and. furnifb cd his, Expences. He ap- 
pointed him a fecund time Conful, till feeing 
him in fo 11 a Condition of Health, as not 
to be one likely long to live. I have, faid he, 
depended upon a falling Wall ,. and the Four Thou - 
[and, Sefterces are loft, -which I (pent upon the 
People and the Soldiers upon the . Adoption of 
Cotnmodus. And indeed Cornrhodus was fo 
ill, he was not able fo much as to go and re- 
turn his Thanks to Hadrian iix the Senate, for 
the Honour which he had done him. And ha* 
^” g n taken f ^11 a Dole which happened to be Mo diet. 
too ftrong for him, his Illnefs redoubled, and 
he fell into a Sleep, m which he died, the firft 
Day ot January ; which being a folemn Dav 
lor Congratulating the Emperor upon the 
New Year, and or making Oblations to the 
Gods, there was an Order from Hadrian to 
put oil the Mourning on that Day for his 
Death. 

beil ? g dead * and Hadrian 
hndmg himfelf fail worfe, as to his own In- 
ailpolition, he adopted next Arrius Antoninus, He 
Who was afterwards called Antoninus the Pious • Antoninu » 
that is he adopted him upon this Condition* 
that Antoninus fhould adopt two others, who 
Were Annius Vjrus, and Marcus Antoninus : who 

difill. b u tbafterwards Emperors, were 
he hi ft Two that fate upon the Throne tbge- 

»her, and iXJigiied in Conjun 4 ion with one 
another The reafonof giving to Arrius An- 
tmnus the Title of the, P/^-was, becaufe he 

fhew’d 
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ffiew’d himfelf fo careful of b» : Father-in-La* 
in bis great Years, that he led him by the 
Hand, as he went to, or came from the Se¬ 
nate : or according to others, became he was, 
the Occafion of the PreferVation of theLjves 
of feveral of the Senators, when tWrjj!, waji 
in his Frenfie for killing them ; or laitly, be- 
caufe he performed great Honours to the Me¬ 
mory of Hadrian after his Death. However it is, 
there were many who regretted the Adoptioji 
of Antoninus , irtd especially Catilius Severn, 
the Governour of Rome : who was diligently 
paving himfelf a way to the Throne, which be¬ 
ing difeovered, he was deprived' of his Place, 
His top* and another Perfon put into it. Hfdrtan im- 
timet in patient under the laft Pangs of Lire, com* 
bis Sick man ded a Servant to run him through with a 
•k/ 5 * Sword. Antoninus being made acquainted with 
this, went in to him, in Company with the 
Officers of the Court, and befeechmg bun to 
take his great Sicknefs, as it was unavoidable, 
with more conftancy, he was angry at them, 
and commanded that the Difcoverer or what 
he had (aid to the Servant fhould be put to 
Death. But Antoninus laved him, and law, 
'TUa* i. (UnaU think himfelf a Varricide , if oi 


forgetting therein the Intereft of the State. 
He endeavoured, after he had made his Ww, 
to kill himfelf with his own Hand. But the 
Weapon was wrefted from him; and this 
made him perfe&ly furious. He commanded 
a Phyfician to give him Poyfon, who, it # « 
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laid, chofe to kill himfelf upon the Place, ra¬ 
ther than to Poyfon his Prince. 

About this time, there came a certain Wo¬ 
man, who laid. She bad been admomfhed in a 
Dream, that jhe fhould go and advife Hadrian 
not to kill himfelf\ becaufe be would one day re- 
cover i which Ihe not obferving to do as Ihe 
was ordered, fhe pretended (he had been ftruck 
blind upon it. However, Ihe laid, {he was com - 
manded upon the fame Errand again , and told, 
that when Jhe bad done (t, and bad kijjtd the 
of Hadrian, (he fhould receive her fight ; 
fo me did it, and Ihe received her Sight ac¬ 
cordingly, after walking her Eyes in the Wa¬ 
ter of the Temple from whence Ihe came. 

There came out of P annonia to Hadrian , whilft 
he was in a Fever, a Man, who alfo preten. 
ded he had been long blind; who touching 
Hadrian , not only received his Sight, but alio 
Hadrian was quitted of his Fever: that is, fays 
Marius Maximus, Theft things were aU a Ft- 
Sion, of the Contrivance of Antoninus, to heal the 
wounded imagination of Hadrian, and divert him 
from murdering himfelf. Then Hadrian went 
to Baiee, leaving Antoninus at Rome to govern: 
but nothing at that Place doing him good, he 
lent for Antoninus to him, and died in his pre- 
lence at BaU upon the Sixth Day of the Ides His Death 
or July* A little before njs Death, he ordered 
oerviansss , who was Ninety Years old, aslfaid, 
jo be kill d, only becaufe he fhould not out¬ 
live him, and as he imagined, gain the Em¬ 
pire. Many others for pretended Offences 
ne ordered hkewifo to be fo ferved ; but 
' Antoninus 
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Antoninus preferved them. Dying, he {poke 
thefe Verles; 

Animula valuta, blandula, 

Hofpes comfque corporis , > 

Qua nunc absbis in loca ? 

Pallidula, rigida, nudula, 

Ntc ut foies dabis jocos. 

That is, 

Mj little fluttering flattering Soul , 

My Body's confiant Gueft and Mate 
“To what gloomy Place doft go ? 

Vale and nummd, and ftript of all , 

No more to jeft, as thou haft wont. 

He was the Author of fome Greek Verfesof 
this 'fort, which were not much better. He 
lived Seventy Two Years, Five Months, and 
Seventeen Days; and reigned Twenty One 
His Ter- Years and Eleven Months. He was tall and well 
fonage, made as to his Perfon» his Hair naturally 
Curling; a long Beard, which covered fome 
Spots which he had. upon his Face, and of a 
robuft Conftitution. He rid and walked very 
well; exerciled himfelf conftantly at Arms, 
and the Javelin; often hunted, and hath kill’d 
a Lion with his own hand; his Friends hun* 
ted in Company with him. At his Banquets, 
he had the divcitilem'ents of Tragedies, Co- 
medies, Dancing, Mulicians, Rehearfers, and 
Poets. He built a Houle at the City of Tivoli, 
which was an extraordinary Structure; and 
gave the Names of the Lycaum, Acadentia y 

Prjtanaunt, 

i 
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Prytanaum, Canopui , Pacile, and Tempe, which 
are the moft Famous Names of Places abroad, 
together with others of the Provinces, unto 
the feveral Parts of it; and that he might 
leave nothing undone to adorn it, he repre- 
fented in another Part in Painting, the In¬ 
fernal Regions. The Signs which fore lhew’d 
his Death, were thefe: As he was in his Pray. HisDmb 
ers on the laft Anniverfary of his Birth, fore-Jbew- 
recommending Antoninus y his Son, to the Gods, ed - 
the Lappet of his Robe which he threw over 
his Head, flipt down of it felf, and left him un¬ 
covered. A Ring which had his Effigies cut 
upon it, fell in like manner of it lelf, off 
his Finger. The Day before that, there came 
1 know not who, lerieking and crying 
into the Senate; none of the Senate underfloor! 
what he (aid; but yet Hadrian was moved at 
him, as. if he had faid fomething concerning 
his Death: Speaking to the Senate, inftead 
otpoft flu met mortem ^{ier theDeath of my Son, 
which he intended to lay, he faid, poft mortem 
mam, after my Death. He dreanu'that he 
Ihad asked, and had obtained of his Father a 
Potion to make him fleep: Another time, that 
he was opprefled by a Lion. 

After his Death a great many Perfons Ipoke 
very hard things againlf him. The Senate 
would have made void his Arts; neither had 
, been deifyed, but that Antoninus begged 
>f 5 who not only did this, but built a Tern- 
P] e t0 nun at Pozzulo, and inflituted in his 
Honour Games to be celebrated every Five 
icars, and appointed him his Priefts and Fra* 

ternities, 
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tcrnities, with all other things belonging to the 
ScfVicc of a God. Upon which account it 
was, as many think at leaft, arid as I have 
already intimated, that the Title,oi the Pm 
was given to Antoninus. 
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Mlius Ver us Cafar. 

B Y 

i^LIUS SPARTIANUS: 

TO THE 

EMPEROR 

DIOCLESIAN, 

...... i 

£liu$ Spartianus his Slave wijhetb 
Health. 

A S it it my Difan, Sir , humbly to lay at 

tbt F *n O l y r 0Ur M Wfo> art the 
greatefi of fo many Princes, an Account, 
not only of thoft who have fate upon tbt 
Roman Throne before you , as I have already 
lone in the Princes from Julius Csrfar, down un¬ 
to Hadrian, but of tbofe alfo who either have 
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been honoured with the Title of Gaefars , or upon 
any other Account have had the Reputation to be 
propofed for the Crown, although they did not after¬ 
wards faceted to it. I cannot omit here the Lift 
tfpeciaUy of yElius Verus Caefar, who was incor¬ 
porated into the Royal Family by the adoption of 
Hadrian, but enjoy d the Name only of a » Caelar, 
and did not live to be Emperor, And btcauft 
there is bat little to be fata of him, and tht 
Preface ought not to be long in a fucb Jmall Nar¬ 
ration as this, I immediately proceed • 

Cejonius Commodus, or as he is otherwife cal* 
led oSEltus Verus, was adopted by Hadrian, 
when the Maladies of that Pi'inbd imere^fing 
upon him with his Age, prefled him to appoint 
his Succeflour, after his return from his many 
Travels about the World. His Life affords us 
nothing that is more memorable thatythis, to 
wit, His Quality as a Cafar ; given him not 
The figni- by a laft Will and Teftament, ^ formerly it 
ficanon of had c^cfcended; nor yet was it given him in 
c * far - the'manner, in which the Adoption of Trajan 
was by Nerva ; but lo as in our time. Maxima- 
nus and Confiantius have been created Cafart 
by your Majefty; that is, to fignify they are 
as ic were, the Princes of the Bloody and the ap; 
pointed Heirs of the Empire. And becaufe it 
maybe fit that fomething here fhould b$faid 
concerning the Name of Cafar ; the Opinion 
of the molt Learned about it, is, That he who 
was the firft called fo, was either called Cafar 
from an Elephant, which in the Language ot 
the Moort is called Cafa, which he bravely flew 

in 
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in the Field f or becatile his Mother dying in 
her Labour with him, he was Ventre Cafo natus 
cut out of her Belly; or becaufe he was born 
cum magna Cafarie, with much Hair upon his 
Head; or becaufe oculis Ca fits viguerit, he had 
Grey Eyes, which Were bright and vigorous 
to a Miracle. However it is, it was certainly 
a happy Neceflity that was the occafion of i 
Name lo famous,*Which is like to be as Eter- 
ternal as the World: the pbrfori, of whom 
we at prefent (peak, receiv’d it in virtue of 
his Adoption by Hadrian . His Father was 
Cejonsus Commode whom others call Verus, 

Others Lucius Aurelius, others Annins. All his His An- 
Anceffours were Perfons of good Quality,^"* 
whole Original for the moft part was out Jf his Wife, 
the Country of Hetruria, or the City Faenza, 

Of which Family we (hall have ain occafionto 
fpeafe more fully hereafter, in the Life of Lu- 
m Aurelius Cejonius Commodus Vertis Antoninus, 

:he Son of this Verus, whom Antoninus the Pious 
was commanded to Adopt. For in that Life 
Jill be contained every thing which concerns 
he Stem of this Houle, as ic gives-an account * 

I* a Pr *n^wht, hath a great many more 1 
nings to be fa id of him than this here. % 

So tAjfius Verus being Adopted by Hadrian, 

, e t,me > 1 have faid, that he was very 
veak, and Was neceflarily to think of a Sue* 
sflour, and being prefently made a Praetor' 

J>on it, and appointed to be the Prefidentof 
myrna, he was in the nekt place Created' 

-onlul; and in regard that ho was the Perfoh’ 

<3 MiM 
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dcfign’d for the Empire;; he was ^pointed to 
be Gonful a fecond time. A. MFB e ' s 
given to the People upon the oceafioq ot his 
Adoption, and three thoufarid Sefterttums a- 
mongft the Soldiers, and the Garip of the 
Cirque Celebrated; ftf that nothing s o- 
mitted to be done in order to proclaim .a pub. 
lick Joy : and hifflntereft with Hadrian\$cm 
his Be- in fine fo great, that he alqne obtained trom 
havtottr whatever he defired* tipon the leait Let- 
*; his terwhich he wrote to himi,#or was he want- 
rovsnce. . *fi e Province to which Hadrian preferred 
him. For although he might not arile to cht 
fame of a Governour^df the higheft Form; 
yet he managed his Affairs fo well, or rather 
fo fortunately, that he was efteenfied to come 
up to the next ftep to that Chara&er : but on 
the other Hand he was fo ficklv and lb feeble, 
that Hadrian foon repented hmjle t ot his 
Adoption, and perhaps if he copld, he would 
willingly have removed him again, if he had 
lived, out of the Royal Family, becaufe he wa 
often placing his thoughts on others,, whom he 
might admit to the fame. Some, who have 
been very diligent to Colle£t the Life of H* 
(Irian pretend to fay, that Hadrian under- 
flood very well the Nativity of Virus ; and not 
fo much approving him for a Perfon to nip 
an Emperour of, he had Adopted him ra¬ 
ther to ferve his Pleafures, and to fatisfie» 
certain Paflion which he had conceived lot 
him: and what upon this occafion was acted 
betwixt him and Vem, was kept fecret un¬ 
der an Oath. Indeed that Hadrian was really 

*l/i II 
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skilful in the Science of Aftrology, is what is 
fo fully attefted by Marius Maximus, that he 
fays, that he Calculated the future Paflages of 
all the days'of his owrt life, to the very hour 
in whieh he dyed. ' f ' 

It is befides certain enough, Ithat Hadrian 
hath many times applied to Versts, out of Vir- 
gil t thefe words; 

• V 

\ * 

Oft indent territkinctantumfata, nee ultra 
EJJe fmnt.*~-<j* A - n . 

The Fates will, he fhall but to th’ World be 
fhown. 

And from its earnefl Grafp be hurried foon. 

Walking one day in his Garden, he was 
pleafed very much with repeating thefe words, 
and a learned Man being with him, in which 
fort of Convention he delighted, becaufe it 
was popular,who defired to add, as it is in Virgil, 

Ntmium t uebts Kotnana Tropago 
Vifa potent, fuptri , propria hac ft dona fuiffent j 

To th’ Gods the Roman Power would feem 
tr . t0 ° great. 

If their own Sway they could perpetuate. 

Hadrian replyed, that that part of the Cha- 
rafter did not confifl with the Fate of Ve¬ 
ras j and then he added himfelf) as follows. 


——Manihus date lilia plenis, 

Vwpureot [pargam floret , animamque ntpotis 
Hit faltem accumulem donis, &fungarmani 


Munere 


G a Come 
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the lift of 


Hu\ 

Death- 


Hts Cba- 
railer . 


.- Com , hither bring 

Handfuls of Lilies, Flow'rs of purple beta 
Upon bis baleful Corps tie freely firew, 

. With thffc poor. Gifts tie pleafe hts fleeting Gk4 
Vainly bejtotfd, alas, on one for ever lojt 

Another time he exprefU himfelf conc€W 
ing him thus,' and laughed, I have ddoptjl 
J felf a God ,, and not a Sgt- Nor was the 
Event different from the^profcopewhichhe 
had drawn of it: For when tSltus Verus w 
returned from his Province, and had providi 
himfelf a very fine Oration, which is now 
Extant : whether *it was of his own Cora 
pofing, or that his Secretaries, or his Rhetori; 
cians did it for him, in which, upon the Ca- 
lends of January he was to have returnd hi 
thanks to Hadrian for the ™ 

had done him; heinftead of that died upon 
that very day, and it was forbidden by H* 
drian to obferve the Mourning tor him then, 
becaufe of the Vows and the Congratulations 
intervening, which ate the peculiar bufineli 
Dedicated to the firft day of January. 

- He was one who palled his time in a courle 
of Plealure, and had been inftrufled in Let¬ 
ters ; but more acceptable unto Hadrian, at lealt 
as lome would have it, more/or the lake of his 
Beauty, than any thingelfe. He hadnotbeen 
lone at the Court, llis private life, as it was 
not admirable nor much to be commended 
for his Virtues; lo neither was it much fubjett 
ta be reproached. He was mindful of the t* 
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mily into which he was Adopted. Went al¬ 
ways neat and proper in his Drefs; had the 
Meen and Air of a Prince , an obliging 
Afpeft, a hand lome way of exprefling him* 
kit, ready at the making of a Verfe, and no 
unfit Perlbn for the Service of the State. 

Thofe who have written his life, have made 
mention of a great many Pleafures which he pl 
delighted in ; and which although they are not L s et 
infamous, yet perhaps he was a little too much 1 * 

addi&ed to therm The Oglio of Pheafants, 
Brawn, &c. which was Hadrians great Difh, 
is faid to" have been of the invention firft of 
v£lius Verus. And another fort of Pleafureof 
his invention was this: he made himfelf a Bed 
with four Heads to it; that is to every Quar¬ 
ter of it a Head, with Curtains all about of 
fine Net-work: and ftrewing it full of the 
Leaves of pick’d Rofes, there he lay enjoying 
his Concubines, and his Company, covered 
with a Sheet of Flowers, and perfumed with 
the Odours of Perfla. He had always the 
Books of Ovid’s Amorurn upon the Bed with 
him, together with Martial the Epigramma- . 
tift, who he faid, was his Vftgil. And not to 
omit his other-, though more inconiiderable 
Mions; ite gave his Lackeys and his Cour¬ 
tiers Wings to their Clo'aths, like fo many C#« 
fids ; and’ he called them by the names ofthe " 
Winds. One he called Boreas , another Notw, 
another Aquilo or Circius, and fo of the reft .- 
and he made them ruji perpetually, and un¬ 
mercifully. He told hts Wife, when fhe 

G \ com- 
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complained, it is laid, to him, of A? lifer' 
ties which he took with other Women* A Wife 
v>/u a Name of Honour » but not of Pleafurt i 
you will give me leave, Madam, to have tnj 
Plea fares therefore eljewbere. His Son was 
toninut Verm .; who was Adopted «the tame 
time with Marcus Aniimnus\ which two, ;,FQi 
rut and Marcus , Reigning in Conjunction af¬ 
terwards with one another, are they who $re 
called the Duo Augufti, in the Calendare d 
the Confuls: Some of which .Calendars Ime 
taken the Gonfulfhips of the Duo Augufltvii 
the t/4J ra t from which they Commence their 
Accounts of the Gonfuls. . _ 

At the time of his Adoption, Hadrian jpent 
an Infinite deal of Money upon the Soldien 
and the People. But when he faw himJo 
fickly, and fb far gone in health, Shat he had 
not the force left to manage a Shield, I hm 
loft, lays he, the four tboufand Sefiertiutm, 
which I /pent upon, the Soldiers and the People- 
1 have learid my felf againjt a falling M 
and upon a Man, who is fo far'from being ails 
to fupport the weight of the State, that he ism 
fuppott to my felf This it feems he fpoke to 
an Officer of tne Houfhold, who repeated it 
again, till it .came to the Ears of 
who growing ever)' day worfe anfl;Worle with 
* the concern to be fennble, that he&w.as fo de- 
ipair’d of, Hadrian turned that ©fficerJof 
difcovering it, out of his place; and was^w 
ling to feem to mitigate, what hie had laid; 
but this was all one. For in fjrte, as we have 

already 
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already laid, Lucitfs Cejonius Comnsodus Verm 
vdElius Csefar, for he was called by all thefe 
names, died; and was buried with all the Ce¬ 
remonies obferved at the Funerals of Princes; Honour 
the only Royal honour, which he ever had, 
being thole at his death. Hadrian, who re- nera [ u " 
jretted his death like $good-Father, was a 
ong time afterwards dubious ‘flpon what he 
hould do: at lad he Adopted Antoninus the 
Pihus, as he was called; upon whom he ini- 
poied this condition,that Antoninus Ihould like- 
wife Adopt Marcus and Verus, and lliould 
Marry his Daughter, not to Marcus, but to 
Perns. And this was one of the laft things he 
Ipoke to. He had been ufed to fay ; that a 
Prince ought to dye found of mind. Then 
he grew worfe, and the Complication of his 
Maladies carried him off 
He had ordered large Statues to be fee up 
in all parts to the honour of c s£lius Verus Ca - 
far, infome Cities and Temples. Alfo he ad¬ 
mitted his Son, whom he had obliged Antoni • 
ms to Adopt, into the Royal Family, as his 
own Grandlon; often faying, Let the Empire 
have all that it can of i/Elius Verus. Per us the 
Son brought no fmafl Luftre to the Imperial 
Family, especially by his Clemency. This is 
what l hayfe thought fit to obferve concern¬ 
ing tAElius Verus Cafarx whom I wouldjnoto- 
mit, becaufe I have made it my refolution to 
wjlte the Hiftory of all thofe, who fince Ju- 
this Cafar, the Emperour, have been either 
called Emperours, or Cafars, or have been 
ft G 4 Adopted 
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Adopted into the Imperial Family, and Gofl- 
fecrated the Sons or Kinfmen of Emperours, 
by the name of Cafars. In which, though 
there is no neceflity that obliges me to it, as 
fome think, I fhall fatisfie, at lead, my own 
Inclinations, whatever I do as to others. 
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I 

By JULIUS CAPITOLINUS. 


I ZlfTun ,' BononiHt Antoninus, 
called the Pious, derived his Origin by 

tk/ , F i l t,ier «/de, from Nifms id Lai 

Sf G / rand £ at , her h y his Father’s fide m E, 

Titus Aurelm Fulviu fi who 'through 

veral 
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veral other Honours, came to be twice a Con- 
(ul, and to be the Governour of ttaCity of 
Rowe. His Father, was Mint fWww, who 
was alfo aConful, and a Perfon of great Viitue 
and Integrity. His Mother was ArmFadill* 
His Grandmother by his Mother s fide, Bos¬ 
nia Procilla. Htty Gfagdf#er u by4ie to 
fide, Arm Antoninus wh6 was *Wice Cofr 
fill, and a holy virtuous Man; who jnlteadd 
Congratulating, compaffionated N«rv*,toiee 
him advanced, to that difficult Station 
Prince. His W&’s Father % 

a Gonful. His Sifter, by the fame Vented 
was Julia Padilla. His Wife was Atom Ft* 
(lina : by whom he had two So/i? and two. 
Daughter. The eldeft Daughter married Z* 
ntia Syllanus : theyonger to Marcus Antornm. 
Antoninus Pius was born at a Seat near Law 
nia in the Campagna di Roma , upoji t,h e ^ 
teenth pf the Calends of October , in ms Con* 
fiihhips of Dotnitian and Cornelius Dolabtmy 
which was then the twelfth time of the Con- 
fullhip oipomitiass. He was brought v yp at 
another Seat, called Laurium , upon the Am 
lian way: where he afterwards built a* Palace, 
which hath feme remains of it, Handing at 
this day. He paffed his Infancyhetwi# his 
two Grandfathers, fometimes w^h.the one, 
and fometimes the other; and being^very du¬ 
tiful find obfervant to all his Relation, feveral 
of them left their Eftates to him, 
him very Rich. . ..at 

His Per. He was handfome as to his Perfon, full ot 
fonage 0 f a ( wee t and courteous Behaviour, a 

and Con- "* l » U1 * geneiOW 

dstions. t b 
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generous Countenance, Eafie, Eloquent, and 
of a polite Literature. He was Sober, a great 
lover of the Country and Agriculture; Mild, 
Bountiful; not coveting other Men’s Goods; 

Dilcreet, and all this without Vanity. He 
was every thing, which is commendable; 
and may be very juftly compared with Nunta 
Fmpilius, according to*the Opinion of moft 
good Men. The Senate conferred upon him tvby fur - 
the Title of the Pious , either becaufe he was ^am'd *J je 
ufed to lead by the Hand, in their fight, his Plom * 
decrepit Father-in Law to and from the Se¬ 
nate; (tho* it would,be rather, an impious 
thing not to difeharge fiich a Devoir, than it 
is an Argument of great Piety to do it;) or be¬ 
caufe it was he, who had preferved the lives of 
thole whom Hadrian in nis Frenzy had com¬ 
manded to be murdered; or becaufe he decreed 
fuch infinite and unexpe&ed Honours, to Ha¬ 
drian his Father, after his death; or becaufe 
when Hadrian would have killed himfelf, he 
hindred him from it with all the care he coflld; 
or laftly, becaufe he was in his Nature a moft 
mild Perfon, and had done nothing that was 
difobliging or Cruel in all his life. He lent 
out his Money at the fmall Intereft of four 
per Cent. to dflift the Poor in their Occafions, 
with that Fortune which he had. He was a 
generous:Queftor; fplendid and noble when 
he was ^Praetor, and Conful in Conjuiuftion 
with Qatitius Seyerut. He lived for the moft 

P in the ‘Country, all the time he was a 
ate man; but wherever he was, he was in 
great renoyvn. So that when Hadrian com¬ 
mitted 
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mitted the Affairs of Italy unto £dmini- 
ftration of four Proconfuls, he madpa choice 
of him tobcone of them, to Govern in chat 
part where he had the greacelt Eftate: u 
which he equally confulted the Honour and 
the Rbpofe of this great Perfon. ^ 

He received an Omen of his future Sue®, 
fionto the Empire, ifrthetimeof this h»M 
Omens of miniftration. For anjongft the Acclamations 
bis Sue - w |]j c h were made to him, as he lat upon the 
e f 0 "* Bench in the Court, forne cried, -JWJ 
l', E Dii u fervent ; Tbt G,l, 

r ' Next he was made th? Proconlul of 

where he behaved himfelf (o well, that be 
alone out-did his Grandfather Arrius Antonmt< 
the Equity of whofe Government no Perloa 
had ever furpaffed before. In this Ptoconlu}* 
ihip he received another good QjWn ot w 
future Reign. The Prielfs, at the City d 
Tralles''\t\ Lydia , who according to Cuitom 
faluted^ths Proconluls upon their arrival there 
with;an Av: Proconful , did not fay ■ / ^ ve P t ^ 
con (ul to ;• Antoninus, but Ave Imperator^HW, 
O Emperour. At the City Ciziw i upon the 
Propontis , a Crowp yrhich before ftood upon 
the Head of an Image of a God, was tran- 
ilated from thence, ac# found Upon a Statu 
of Antoninus. His Statues throughout all the 
Country of Hetruriawove covered Wth/warms 
of Bees. As he went to Ma, he*loft ™ 
elded Daughter* His Wife*thef fe-l 
one that contra#ed a grear^yCenfo 
by the too great Liberties which fhe allows 
herfelf in her Life and Convention; whicir- 
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Antoninus diffembled as much as he could; 
but not without Jfomc, trouble to fupport her 
Credit. After his Proconfullhip, he lived or¬ 
dinarily at Rome: where he was the Council 
to Haitian f an d in all things hpon which Ha¬ 
drian confulted hin^, he njaae appear the 
fwisetnefs of his Sentiments; and gave his Ver¬ 
di# always on the moft mild and merciful fide. 

TJje occafion of his Adoption was thus, His A . 
When t/Eliut Vtrus Cafar died, whom Hadrian doftion, 
had Adopted in order to fucceed in the Em¬ 
pire, a day being appointed for the Senate to 
AfTemble; Antoninus came amongft the red, 
leading and Supporting by the Hand his decre¬ 
pit Father-in-Law; which was fo agreeable a 
fight,- that Hadrian, fome fay, Adopted him 
for that very reafon. But yet this could not 
be all: becaufe Antoninus was one, who 
challenged his confideration upon other ac¬ 
counts. For he had always executed his part 
in the Govenment very well, and in his Pro- 

I confulfhip had approved himfelf a Perfon of 
great Fidelity and Ability, Therefore when 
j Hadrian had declared to the World that it was 
his intention to Adopt him, he took a time to. 
deliberate with himfelf, whether he* fliould 
confent to it, or no. This Condition was 
impofed upon him; that as Hadrian did A- 
dopt him, fo he Ihould Adopt Marcus Anto¬ 
ninus, who was his Wife’s Brother’s Son; and 
'juius Vtrus, who was afterwards called Verus 
intoninus, the Son of tAUiut Verus Cafar who 
had been the fir# Adopted by Hadrian. So 
f ntminus was Adopted upon the fifth^of the 

Calend6 
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Calends of March ; and having^thanked; 
Marin the Senate for the great horiolir which 
he had done him; he received the Proconlu- 
lar and the TributiW^Powers uponi Jug, as a 
Colleague in mb Empire with heather. 
Then he prefefntgd the Skiers andtHTPettp 
with' a Largefs upon this' oCCafion ; MW 
them befides, what his- Father Hadrtan'm 
railed them. Htf conmbuted a great de#fr 
wards the Works 1 of The Tnbuft 

which upon the occafioft of his Adoptitfp vra 
prelented him by Italy arid the Provipws, II 
remitted wholly to the firft, and a Moidtyor 
it to the latter; and he was moft religiosity 
Obfervant of Hadrian all thb time that they 

afterwards lived together. 

When Hadrian died at Bata, 
moved his Reliques with all due Mpe# aild 
Ceremony to Rome: where he laid him is 
Stale in the Gardens of Domjtian ; and thougn 
contrary to the general Oplnion,he cauled him 
to be received as a God. The Senate' gav e t o 
Faiffitna, who was the Contort of A 
the Title of Augufia, which he permitted. To 
himlelf they gave the Title of P<w.; he. ac¬ 
cepted it. H6 accepted very freely me Sta¬ 
tues, which they likewife d#reed to the 
honour of hisdecealed Father,Mother,Grand* 
fathers, and Brothers. He accepted the Games 
of the Cirejne, which were appointed to CJJ 
brate his Birth-day. But other Honours wflW 
they offered him he refuled. He hung W* 
moft magnificent Shield to the honour of 
Man, and appointed him his Priefts. HJ 
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retpOved none of thofe, out of their Places, 
after he* was Emperour, who had been pro¬ 
moted by Hadrian. He continued the fame 
Perfons Prefidents and Govbrnours, feven or 
nine years together, if .they deferved it, he 
Was fo little given-to change. He made many 
Waft by his Lieutenants. , He overcame the 
Brftaint by Lolitas Urhicus; who at the fame 
time repulfed the Barbarians, .and built ano- 
ther Wall, which was of Turf, in that Coun¬ 
try, for a partition betwixt the Roman-Brit aim 
end them. He forced the Moors to fue to him 
for a Peace ; he Germans , the Dad , and fo. 
veral other Nations. The Jews in their Re- 
hellion were reprefTed by liis Prefidents, and 
his Commanders. He repre/Ied the rebeJJi- 
minAchaia and <^£gypt\ and the Alans in 
their Attempts were conftrained to contain 
themfelves within due Bounds. 

He ordered that his Receivers fhould pro¬ 
ceed with all moderation in gathering the Tri¬ 
bute of the Provinces. If they exceeded their 
proper limits, he called them by his Authority 
to an account; becaufc he was never pleafed 
with a Gain, by which the l$ubje<ft was op- 
prelfed. He was always willing to hearken to 
the Complaints, which were made againft his 
Officers and his Receivers. He moved the Se¬ 
nate for a full Indemnity for thofe whom Ha- 
«ritn had in his Frenzy condemned to die : 
Wcaufe he laid, Hadrian himfelf t had he lived t 
md have done it. He mixt the Grandeur 
jnd the Majefty of an Emperour with all the 
Uvilny of a Gentleman; which the more ad* 

ded 
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ded td his Grandeur. His method as 

nefs, was, not to pafs it through the Hands o 

others, but to fpeak to the Party himfelf;, 

* which difabled the Courtiers from a^nufin^ 

and cheating People out of their Money, g 
any time, with empty Presences. He pg 
as great a refpea.to the Senate, when Em* 1 
perdur, as he copld wifh, when he was a Pn- 
vate Man, it ftjouM receive from any other 
Prince. The. Title of FaterP atria, or Fa¬ 
ther of his Country; which the Sepateft 
him, but which he had declined to accept life 
the beginning, he afterwards receivedwith t 
ffontur great deal of thanks. In the third Year of 
done to his Reign he loft his Contort Faufitna. The 
Senate Confecrated her a Goddefs. ^Thejf 
appointed her a Temple and Pfjcfteliest 
Games in her honour, and Statu^.of Gold 
and Silver. And Antoninus ordered that her lit. 
tones fhould be carried in the Proceffioh al¬ 
ways to the Games of the Cirque. He ac¬ 
cepted the honour of having his own StatuC. 
fet up in Gold, which the Senate had decreed 
him. He created Marcus Antoninus from ^ 
Quaeftor'a Conlul, at the Prayer of the Se¬ 
nate. He created Annius Virus, who was at- 
terwards called Vtrus Antoninus , a Quacftor be» 
fore the due time by the Law. He Ena#ed 
nothing, neither concerning the Province!; 
nor any other Affairs without the advice of te 
Miniliers, and then he formed his Conftitufi- 
ons according to' their Judgments. He per¬ 
mitted himfelf to be feen by his Friends, Cm 
drafted ^ and fometimes wore within his Houle, 
Cloaths like any private Man; ™ 
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So great was his Diligence, and to entire his Hit Dili. 
Application to Bufinefs, that he took a Caro S nice ond 
of all Pertons and all Things, as particularly Modern 
as tho they were his own. All the Provinces tw> ‘ 
flourifhed under him: He put down theTrade 
of Informers. Never fewer Eftates were con- 
fifeated: The only Perfon protoribed, was 
Attilius Tatianus , who was convicted of a Dc- 
fign upon the Empire. For Antoninus forbad 
the Senate to enquire into his Accomplices, 
and continued his Kindnefs even to his Son, 
always in all things. It is true, Trifcianm died 
alfo, for haying favoured him: But his Death 
was what he voluntarily committed upon him- 
lelf; and he fuffered no more fearch to be 
made into that Confpiracy. The Table of His F>u- 
Antoninus was fucli, as to be Rich without Ex- gAitjr. 
travagance, and Frugal without any unhand- 
fomcnels: His own Servants furnifhed it: His 
own Fowlers, Filhers, and Huntfmen. He 
expofed the ufe of his own Bath to the People, 

^stis ; and alter’d in nothing from the Cu- 
lloms of his private Life. He fubtra&ed Pen- 
fions from iuch as he faw did nothing for them 
to deferve them; bccaufe he (aid. It was tnofi 
tl/furd and cruel, to fuff'tr that a State fliould be 
)illtd and gnawed by Verfons who contribute no - 
hing to it by their Service, but live in Idlenefs ;■ 

Be diniinifhed the Penfion of Mefomedes , the 
Vick Poet of Crete. He informed himfelf in 
he Accounts of all the Provinces and their 
Tribute perfectly well, He gave his Daugh¬ 
ter his Paternal Eftate, but yet to, as to hold 
H . it 
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it of the Crown. He fold fuch of the Furni¬ 
ture of the Palace, and all Superfluities, as had 
only terved for the Luxury of former Empe- 
rors; and lived by times, according to the Sea-1 
fon, at his own private Seats. He took no 
Journeys, but to go to his own Lands in Can- 
puma i becaule he laid, The Retinue of a Pm 
is always heavy upon the Country through wiicl 
be paffes, let him be as [faring as he tats. N«- 
verthelefs, his Authority was great among!! all 
Foreign Nations, whilft he kept himfelf in re- 
pofe at Rome, the Heart and Centre, as it were, 
of the Empire j where by hisExprefles, he ca¬ 
ll I y received the News of all Parts; He conti¬ 
nued to give Largelles to the People, and tht 
Soldiers. He made a charitable Eftablilhment 
for the Maintenance of certain young Chil¬ 
dren, whom he called by the Name of Fassftm) 
Children, in the memory of his Contort. Hit 
His fub- Works at this day extant at Rome, are thefej 
itckjVorkj a Temple to the Honour of Hadrian : The 
Gracefiadium, after a Fire, he rebuilt: He're¬ 
pair’d the Amphitheatre, the Sepulchre of 
drian, the Temple of Agrippa, and the Bridge 
elfewhere call’d Pm Sublitius over the Tyben m 
repair’d the Light-Tower at the Port oiGajette, 
and the Harbour at Terraema; as alto tltt 
Bagnio at Oftia, the Aqueduct at Antium, and 
the Temples of Lavinia. He furnilhed lew- 
ral Cities with Money, either to make them- 
felves. New Works, or to reftore their Oldi 
He gave to Magiftrates and to the Senatouf) 
Money, to inable them the better to ditohaty 

their 
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P«*®oo»«rith Honour. Herefuftd (he 
lDherit,nc« winch were left hto, whert drew 
were Children to enjoy the time. He never 
turned a good Officer ou( of Ills Place tn » 

In another; the Governour’of the 

Ocy defired ibave IO lay W , | 0 ™ U * ™ 

Maximut was Twenty Years together the Ca 

M.n of the Guards under him 

wE n J "[“rt ^ Ta '™ Maiimf,. After 
whole Death he made Two GaptauTof the 

Guards, who were Mini Riimimt, !,„j r 
mhu ViCtmuf. Somefiid, That a Miftrelsof 

,:rr no t auk J the %w ^ 

tne nrit. No Senatour was put to Death nn, 

fetc^hlmreif^p N %' ° ne who com 
I, d a Parricide, and by the Laws of 

to a DefatK "°' I? A' w * bam<lls ‘ i in- 

He rSd'ft. A ' a, ' Kr ", m 10 hima 
«e relieved in a Famine, the want of Corn 

wme and Oyl, amongft the People, at the' 

Expence of Ids own Coffers; by buying tholb 

P®”lefor'“oiZ; g and giV ' ng th8n * t0 *» . 

t ebmlrl t*'’ ^° ,hm Whtch 

futnedTh * dm ; ra ‘ ,0 “ » a Fire, at; Rome con- 
a,L'l i re ? fd ur *dred and Forty great Honfec 
ft* he rebuilt ; a Fire at the cfy N^ffi 

t£*r Mother in the 

M Cartha l<' There was alto an Inim- 

H 1 datiort 
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Prodigies, dation of the Tyler, and a Blazing-Star ap. 
" ' peared. A Boy was born with Two Heads, 
and a Woman was delivered of Five Boys at 
a Birth. A Snake of a great Magnitude was 
feen in Arabia, which had devoured one hal^ 
of its own Body from the Tail. A Peftilence 
in Arabia. Four wild Lions in Arabia came 
tame to the hand, and fuffcred themfelvesto 
be taken. 

pefpetl of Pbarafmanei the King of Iberia cartie to Pom 

foreign to fee Antoninus, and paid him a greater Re; 
fpeft than he had done to Hadrian. He con- 
ftituted Vacorus King of the Lazi, a People 
near' Iberia . ; He obliged the King of Par this 
to withdraw his War againft Armenia, by only 
his Letter. King Abgarus out of the Eafi came 
to Rome towait upon him, induced by only 
the Authority of his Name. He arbitrated 
Differences betwixt Kings and Kings. The 
King of Parthia defired him to re (lore the 
Chair of State which had been carried away 
from that Kingdom by Trajan: But this here- 
fufed. He reftorcd Rtmefhalces untp the Go* 
Vernment of the Bofpborani upon the Adaotit, 

• after a hearing 6f the Affair betwixt the Pro¬ 
curator tfyerd 'and him. He fent Succouri 
by the Euxine Sea to the Pe&pie of , 
upon the ' Nieper, to aflift them againft the 
Tartars ; and he'reduced ^Tartars to give Ho¬ 
mages to the Olbiopolites for the performance of 
the Conditions of Peace. No Emperor hail 
ever that Authority, as lie, amongft Foreign 
Nations. He was always a Lover of Peace, 

and 
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and often ufed that Sentence of Scipio, That 
he bad rather, fave one Subject, than kill a Thou. 

Jand of the Enemy. 

The Senate had decreed, that the. Months 
of September and OSober fhould thenceforth be 
called Antoninus and Faufiinus, in, Honour, ofhim 
and his Confort: - But this Honour he refufed. 

He celebrated the Efpoufals of hifo Daughter 
fauftma with Marius Antoninus, fo Nobly that 
he gave the Soldiers a great Bounty .upon that 
occahon. Hecreated ^ m ^^ Wj : a f ter his 

Queftor/hip, a Conful He fertt fan Apollonius' 
the Stoicky as far as from theCity Malcls in 
T ,a >. to educa (9 Marcus AntMhu^tmd ha- 
ving invited him.tothe Court,,irf brder to 60 s, 
liver his Scholar to him, and Apollonius making, 
iH Majlerwas not to:dome tdlhe 
th f Siholar ' f fi *be Mafijr ; he failed* 
i f* ^ D waf ^/"♦'Apollonius to come. Can . 
ftths, Chalcis to Rome, than to come from hislodr - dm ° 
mto the Court ... The A varice.of which.Phi!o- 
k>pher, he remarked by his acceptation of the 
Recompences which were promifed him. A- 
monglt other Arguments of the Piety of An- 
mm, this isnne; that as Marcus. Antoninus 
jvas. weeping fon the Death of one who had 
been his Educator, and the Courtiers would 
toe diverted hit# fom it, as an imfuicable 
OftentMion of thejymdnds which he had for 
Oiltii hQ laid to then), Give him, leave to be as 
** *, a Man ; for neither Philofophymr-an Em. 
prttakes our NaturalAfeRms from at. The 

Oflicers of the Provinces in his timer received 

H 3 from 
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from hi% not only great Presents, but fuch 
at had hot been Confab, he honoured with 
the Marks of thole that had... But if he found 
them guilty of Extortion and Bribery, tho’ 
he reftored the ^Fortunes of Fathers unto the 
Children, :y«t he did it under this Condition) 
that the Children Ihouid reftore to the Pro- 
vinces all' thfiit their Fathers had unjuftly ftoln 
from thehcej /He had all the Inclinations 
imaginable;toAfts of Graeeahd Pardon* - 1 In 
the publipk SheW* which he gave the People, 
he produced: Elephants jRhinocerots, Cro- 
codiles, Sea-Horles, Tygers, and all forts of 
Bealls from all Parts of the'-World. Re hath 
expofed a Hundred Lions together at one 
Shew.'/-; u-... J v •; 

His behaviour towards'his Friends in nil 
Reign, Was juft the’ fame W before, when h« 
was a private: Perfoo ; and neither they, not 
liia Servants, whom he manumitted, pretended 
to makd ahy Rain tothemfelves or their ti) J 
tereft in him ? particularly) hbwas very ftrifl 
. with the Latter*; H e-was much delighted witli 
the Diverlidhs of the Comedians, and in Hill¬ 
ing, Hunting, Walking, 1 and Talking with Wi 
Minilters, to whole Entertainments he went j 
and Ibmetimes to the Feafts of the Vintage* 
He gave Honours and Recompences III 
Money, in the Provinces, w the Rhetotfdiilij 
and the Phiidlbphers. The Speeches Svhtch 
are extant under his Name* are laid By many 
to have been of the Compolkidn of anbthtrt 
but Manus Maximus lays they are truly Mi 
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own. He made Entertainments for his Friends 
in particular, and in publick. He never Sa¬ 
crificed by a Proxy, unlels he was Sick. When 
he defired any Honour for himfedf or his Sons, 
he did all things as a private Candidate in the 
ftme Cale. He dined with his Minifters many 
times at their Houles, He went one time to 
fee the Houle of Qsmlnt : where admiring the 
Porphyry-Pillars which ne had, and asking 
him from whence he procured them, Omulus 
laid, When yen cstne, Sir, into a Strangers 
Hostfi, yon are to be both Dumb and Deaf, He 
took this patiently, a* he did a great many 
other Jells of the lame Perlbn, 

He made divers Laws, in which, he ferved His Laws'. 
himfelf of the beft Lawyers of his time, who 
were Vinidtus Ferns, Salvias Falens , Felujius 
Metiantts, Ulpius Marcellas , and Jabdenus. He 
put an end to whatever Seditions in any Part 
arole; not by Force and Cruelty, but by the 
Modefty and the Gravity of his Judgments. 

He prohibited the burying of the Dead with¬ 
in the City. He limited the Expences of the 
Games of the Gladiators. He facilitated things 
for the convenience of Travelling with all the 
Care he could. He gave Realons for every 
thing he did, either to the Senate or in his E* 
dirts. He died in,his Seventieth Year, but was Hu Death. 
as much lamented, then, as if it had been in 
the flower of his Age: And the manner of his 
Death, they lay, was this; he had eaten with 
great Appetite at Supper, of the Cheele which 
n made upon the Alps, but he" brought it up 

H 4 again 
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again in the Night, and the next Day was 
taken with a Fever; the third Day being 
worfe, he recommended the Empire, and the 
Care of his Daughter unto Marcus Antoninin t 
in the prefence of the Court. Then he or¬ 
dered the Golden Image of Fortune, which 
always ft and s in the Emperor’s Bed-Chamber, 
to be removed out of his Room into that 
of Marcut Antoninus. Then he gave the word to 
the Tribune, which was Equanimity ; and turn¬ 
ing himfelf as it were to fleep, he died at 
his own Seat at Laurium. He was light 
headed in his Fever; at which times, all hi 
Difcourfe was concerning the State, anJ 
the Kings who had given him an occafiot 
of Difplcafure. He left his Paternal Eftatt 
to his Daughter, and Legacies by his Will to 
all his Domefticks. 
fjh Per - He was tall and graceful; but being apt to 
fonage. ftoop a little in his old Age, he then worca 
pair of Bodice on purpolo to keep himfell 
ftrait. In a morning, when he grew in yean, 
before he was vifited, he eat a little dry Bread 
for his Health. He fpoke a little broad, bin 
yet agreeably enough The Senate made him 
a God, in which all People were forward to 
concur with them, becaufe-hi* Goodnefs, Clfr 
mency, Wit, and Sandfiniony were univerlall) 
effeemed. They decreed him-all the Honour! 
which had ever been beftowed upon the bel 
Princes. They appointed him an Order o! 
Priefts of his own Name, a Temple, and the 
flonour pf the Games of the Cirque, He war 

abfolutelll 
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abfolutely the only one of all the Emperors 
who lived without having ever Ihed the Blood 
either of Citizen or Enemy; and as his 
Reign was attended with the fame Felicity 
and Goodnefs, the fame Security and Reh- 
gioufnefs, with that of Numa Pompilius , he 
may very well be put in the fcJomparlfon with 
that Prince.- He reigned Twenty Three 
Years. 
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THE 

Life and Reign 

, of the «. . 

EMPEROR 

Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, 

The PHILOSOPHER. 


B Y 

JULIUS CAPITOLINUS: 

Addrefled to the 

EM P E R O R 

dioclesian. 

M Areas Antoninus was a Lover of Wif* 
dom, a Philofophical Man all his 
time, and the beft,as to the Sanctity 
of his Life, of all the Emperors before him: His 
Father was Annins Ferus,Ytho died in his Praetor- 
(hip: His Grandfather was another Annm 

Virus, 
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Vtrut, who was twice Conful, and the Cover- 
nour of the City of Rome ; having been ad¬ 
mitted amongft the Patricians by Fejpafian and 
Tttus, when they were Cenfours. His Uncle 
by his Father’s fide was Annins Libs, a Conful; 
the Emprefs Galeria Faufiina was his Aunt: his 
Mother was Bonsitia CalviUa , the Daughter of 
Calvifius Tullus, who was twice Conful: his 
Father’s Grandfather was Annins Ferns, origi¬ 
nally of Snccuba in Spain , who was a Praetor 
and a Senator ; his Mother’s Grandfather was 
C'atilins StiHrus, who was twice Conful, and 
Governour of Rome: his Grandmother by his 
Father’s fide was Rupilia Fattffana the Daugh¬ 
ter of Rupiliut Bonus , who was a Conful 
alio. 

Marcus Antoninus was born- at Rome , upon 
Mount Cselins, in the Gardens^ye, the Sixth 
of the Calends, of May , under the Confulfhips 
of his Grandfather and Au%ur \'which was then 
the Second Confulfhip of his Grandfather. His 
Family, if we carry it up to the highefl, is 
proved to partake of the Blood of Nurna 
Pmpilius by his Father’s fide, according to 
Marius Maximus ; and by his Mother’s, to 
come from Malennius, a King of the antiene 
Saltntini ituNapIes, who was the Son of Da- 
fumnus, who built Lopia. He was brought up 
where he was born, and partly in the Houle 
of his Grandfather Ferus, hard by the Later an 
Palace. He had a Sifter who was younger 
than he, called AmiaCornifcia. Hh Wife was 
Ashsia FauJHna, who Wat his Coufin German 
hy his Mother’s fide. At firft his Name was 

Annins * 
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Amius Verus, from his Father and his Grand- 
father. Hadrian called him Anntus Veriffimus, 
becaufe of the Integrity of his Temper. But 
afterwards he re-affumed his firft Name again 
of Amius Verus, becaufe his Grandfather (his 
Father dying) adopted him, and educated 
hicn 

He was from his firft Infancy grave and le- 
rious;. and after he yvas out of tho e Years in 
His Edu- which Children are. in the bands of theWomen, 
cation. he was delivered to the Tuition of great Ma¬ 
ilers, who prepared his way for J?hi}olophy< 
His Matters totwach him his firft Elements of 
Letters, were Buphorion the Grammarian, G<- 
minus a Comedian, and Andron } wno was both 
a Mufician and a Geometrician. As thele. 
Three were they, who laid the Foundation 
for him to \ ’«fld to all other Learning, lo 
he ever had entpoltn very great Refpeft. His 
Matters to tea'ch him Grammar were, tor the 
Greek, Alexander ; for the Latin, Trofiut Apcr , 
fol{t0 y and Euty chins Proculus of Sicca in Africa, 
His-Matters to teach him Rhetoriek, were for 
the Greek, Annins Marcus, Caninius Celtr and 
Herodes At tic us ; for the Latin, Front* Cornelius', 
amongft all which, he had a particular Re- 
fpedt for Fronto, and defired the Spnate to let 
up his Statue; and Proculus he advanced to be 
a Proconliil. He applied himfelf extremely 
to the Study of Philofophy, wbilfthe. was but 
And Prc yet a Youth. In his Twelfth Year he entred 
Money, himfelf amongft the Philofophersj wore then 
Habit, praftifed their Severities, ftudied.as they 
did j lay upon the Ground, and was with great 
. Difficulty 
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Difficulty perfuaded by his Mother to make 
u(e of an ordinary Couch. Commodus , whole 
Daughter it was defigned that he fhould mar¬ 
ry, was another of his Matters; and alfo* 
Apollonius a Strick' Philolopher of Chalets in 
Syria. 

Such was his great Love to the Study of 
Philofophy, that after his adoption into the Im¬ 
perial Family, he went himfelf to the Houfe 
0 [Apollonius to learn there of him. He lilcewife 
went to hear theDi&ates of Sextus a Philofopher 
of Cbaronea in Beotia, and the Kinfman of Plu¬ 
tarch, as alfo Junius Rufitcus, Claudius Maximus , 
and Cinjia Catullus, all Stoicks, For the Peri- 
patetick Philofophy he heard Claudius Severus. 
Amongft thefe, he had particularly a Refpedt His Re- 
for Junius Rufiicus, and followed him; being/P^^” - - 
one who was not only excellent at the Stoick h “ fff* 
Philofophy, but a very underftanding Perfon ep 
befides, whether in Peace or War. With him 
he communicated all his publick and private 
Counfols: He fainted him always before he 
did the Captain of the Guards: He made him 
twice Conliil, and after his Death, defired the 
Senate to fet up his Statue. He had that great 
Honour for his other Matters, that he fet lip 
their Images in Gold in his'Clofet, and vi- 
fited their Sepulchres, which he adorned with 
Crowns, and Vi&ims, and Flowers. To all 
this, he ftudied the Law, in which he heard 
the Di&ates of Lucius Volujius Metianus. In 
fine, the Labour and the Travel which he be- 
flowed in Study, really affe&ed his Health; 
his excefs in it, was the only Fdult of his 

Youth. 
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Youth. He went often to the Declamations 
at the’ Publick School*. His fellow Student}, 
whom he more particularly loved, were Stfui 
fufcianus, and Aufidius Vittorinut, of the Sc- 
natorian Families: and Babius Longus,' and 
Caltnui , of the Gentlemen : to whom hewn 
very generous, and fuch as he could not for 
the condition of their lives prefer to Employ, 
ments, he inriched by other means. 

He was Educated in fame fort in the bo 
fame of Hadrian, who called him, as 1 Have 
faid, Annius Veritfimus, and at fix years of 
Age conferred a mark of Honour upon 
him, and at eight years of Age, put him into 
the College of thePrieftsof Mart: in which 
he pa(Ted through the fcvetal Fundions and 
Offices of that Order, not without receiving 
an Omen there of his fucceffion to the Em- 
pire. He put on the Roman, that is, the Man’i 
Gown in his fifteenth year * and pi efently the 
tie is Daughter of Lucius Cejonius Commodus w« 
Contra, ^ontraded to him, according to the laft Will 
" • of Hadrian. He was left the Governour of 
Rome, in the interim whilft the Confuls went 
to the Sacrifices of the Latina Rtria upon 
Mount Alban. In which honour he ac¬ 
quitted himfelf to the general Approbation. 
He releafed all his Paternal Eftate to his Sifter. 

' His Mother would have adviled him to divide 
it only; but he faid. he was contented with thd, 
Eftate of his Grandfather; and if ffie pleafed, 
{he alio might give his Sifter her Eftate ttf 
make her the better match For her Husband. 1 
He. had to much complaifance for others 

thaf 
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that he fuffered himfelf to be perfuaded, fome- 
times againft his will, to go either to the 
Chafes of the Amphitheatre, or the Plays of 
the Stage, or other Shews. He learnt Paint¬ 
ing, in which his Mafter was Diognetus. He HisExer * 
loved the Games of Fencing, Wreftling, Run- ci fesan4 
ning, Fowling and Hunting, for Exercife. ( jj >4r0m 
Heplayedatthe Ball. But above all thefethings tUr ' 
the ftudy of Philofophy gained his Heart; 
and rendred him perfe&ly grave and ferioua, 

Not but that yet he was in allrefpe&s obliging 
and courteous to every one; Specially his 
Friends, and foch as were but in the leaft 
known to him. So that he was Referved with* 
out Opiniatrety, Modeft without Flatnefs, and 
Grave without Aufterenefi. 

This being his Character, when Hadrian, 
after the death of ts£lius Verut Cafar was to 
chufe fome other Perfon to be his Succertour 
in the Empire, which this Youth was not Pro* 
per for as yet, upon the account of his Age, 
being then only eighteen years old ; he A* 
dopted Antoninus the Pious , who was Uncle 
to him, under a condition that Pius ffiould 
Adopt Marcus , and that Marcus (hould A* 
dopt Lucius Commodus Vtrus. Marcus received His A- 
the News of his Adoption, more with a Con- doption, 
fternation, than Joy; and when he was or* 
dered to be removed into a Houfeof Hadrian's, 
it was with an unwilling mind, that he took 
his leave of that of his Mother. Infomuch 
that his Servants asking him, why he cams fo 
lad into the Royal Family, he reafbned with 
them upon the Evils which are contained in 

the 
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the life of a Prince. Then he began firft to be 
called inftead of Anmus, Marcus Aurelius; 
becaufe by the Right of his Adoption he w* 
Tranflated into the Aurehan Family, that is, 
into that of Antoninus Pius. This was in the 
eighteenth year of his Age, under the Swond 
Confullhip of Antoninus his (now) Father * 
and the Senate difpenfing with him, as to 
that Age, at the requeft of Hadrian he was 
made a Quxftor. He paid to all his Rela¬ 
tions, after he was Adopted, the fame Re- 
fpe&s altogether, as before. Heobfeivedhis 
Studies as much, and was as gpoda Husband of 
his Expences: and he refigned himfelf wholly 
both to a&. fpeak, and think, according o 

the inftru&ions of his Father. 

When Hadrian dyed at Bata, and Pm was 
alfo gone thither to remove his Body to Rome; 
Marcus Antoninus was left at Rome to order the 
Funeral Obfequies of his Grandfather ; and 
being then Quaftor, he exhibited^ the 1 eople 
the Games of the Gladiatours ' NoyvHadrm 
had ordered, when he Adopted Antoninus Pm, 
that Pius ihould Marry his Daughter to Vmi 
the Son of v£lm Vtrus Cafar, and that the 
Daughter of Lucius Cejonius Commodus Ihould 
Marry Marcus Antoninus. But Venn was not 
as y«t of an Age for that Daughter, There' 
fore when Hadrian was dead, it was thought 
fit by Pius and his Emprefs, to break off the 
Match of Marcus Antoninus with the Daughter 
of Commodus, and to Marry their own Daugh¬ 
ter Faufkina to him; to which, Marctijoae 
fented. Hereupon Pius advanced him, wm 
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a Quasftor, to be Conful in Conjunaion with 
himfelf, and gave him the Title of Cafar. He 
made him one of the fix Seviri ; and honoured 
|iim with his prafence at his Publick Games. 

He appointed his Apartments in the Court, 
and ordered him to be there attended (contra¬ 
ry to his own Inclination) with all Pomp and 
Ceremony. He puffed him thro’the Colleges 
of the Priefts,* according to the defire of the 
He made him a fecond timeConful 
with himfelfi when himfelf entred upon his 
fourth Confullhip. But at the fame time 
that Marcus Was .poffeffed of thefe high 
Honours, and affifted at all things which his 
rather did in order to be formed to the Go-' * 
vernment of the Empire, he went paffionately 
neverthslels to his Studies. He married Pan- His wife 
w'npm he had a Daughter.. Then and Retd* 
Jthe Tribonitian, and the ProconfUlar Powers tionu 
liyere given him, and the right of a fifth Re¬ 
ference : fo that his Intereft became fb great: 
that his Father never eafiiy Promoted any one • 
wtthoat him. He was always the moft duti- 
ml to.his Father, that it. was poffible for any 
anew be ; howfoever fome were willing to 
vhilper Pius in the Ear with things againft 
Jim; particularly Valerius Omulus ; who one 
V taking notice of Calvilla the Mother of 
as file was at her Devotions in a Gar- 
en before an Image of Apollo, lays he to Pius, 
list Cady there is noils Praying for your death 4 , 
mfor the Reign of her Son. But this was al* 

°g«ther of no weight with hinr. becaufe he 
,iv th « great Probity of Manus, and with 
f whai 
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what Modefty he carried himfelf under the 
Honour of his Afcenfion to the degree of a 

Pr He 0 Was fo careful to weigh all things well 
to preferve his-Rcputatiotf, that in his youth- 
ful years he always ordered his Servants to do 
nothing that was hard upon any body; AM 
fometimes when Eftateswere left t o him, M 
refufed them, if he could, to give thetnto to 
next of the' Family, . He lived threo 4 
twenty years together in the Court with lw 
Father, and yet he was every day belovtJ 
more and more; and in all that time heiM 
not ablent from him above two nights. WHg 
* fore when Antoninus P/w came to dye, M » 

. ' led his Minifters and his Friends about* Ml 

and recommended to them all, Maxcut\ Aim 
S ucceflour in the Empire. He gave the In- 
bune tlie Word, which was lAquantoty, an 
immediately he ordered the Golden linage01 
Fortune, which ftood in his Bedchamber, to 
betranflated into the Bed-chamber of M»m 
lie is cyc - After the death of Pius, the Senate cortftwto 
4 ted Em- i n g Marcus to take the Publick Government 
per or, and U p 0n hj ni} he nominated Verus to be his'Wl 
Verm his ner in the fame ; declaring him Cafar andEI 
Partner. r . f rom w hi c h time they equally began to 
Reign together, and were the firft two El 
perours, who late at once upon the Throne 4 
Rome. He called himlelf ' by the name' 

. Marcus Antoninus ; and he called his Broth! 
Emperour by the name of Vtrtts Antoninus r* 
whom he Contraftcd his Daughter LuciU* 
For an A£ of goodnefs upon the occalion 0 
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this Conjunction, thdy inlarged the Charity 
of their Predeceflors, for the Maintenance of 
the Children of poor Families, and added 
other Penlions to them* From the Senate, af- 
t<sr having finiflied their AfUirs there, they 
both went together to the Camp of the 
Guards: where they promifed the Soldiers a 
Bounty of tWrenty thoufatld Sefterces, and tef 
the Officers proportionably, as ufyal, .uport 
the occalion of their joynt Reigns. They 
'made a magnificent Funeral for their Father, 
whom they interred in the Sepulchre of tia- 
irian. They proceeded to Conlecrate him A 
God< Each made an Oration in Publick in 
liis *Pr«1ile; and laving appointed him his Or¬ 
der of Prieft? 1 out of the number of hiS 
Friemk thef' diftinguilhed them, by calling 
them after the name of his Family. 

Poflefled thus 'of the Empire, they both Their good 
comported themfclVCs lo well, that none could Govern- 
complain of the lols of the gentle Reign of WtW * 
Pius, Mfirullut, the Satyrical Poet of that 
time,had lome flings at them, but he palled u'n- 
puflilhed. They concluded the Funeral Ob- 
fequies of their Father, with the Games of the 
Gladiatours. In the mean time Marcus gave 
himlelf ftill to Philolophy, and courted* the 
love of the People. But the felicity and the 
quiet of their Reigns was interrupted, firfl: by 
an Inundation of the Tyber, which was very 
terrible. It not only carried away feveraf 

Buildings of the City, and deftroyed a great 

many Cattle, but it produced a molt grievous' 

Famine; which Calamities were moderated 

l i a* 
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as much as poffible by the Care and the Pre* 
Several fence , of Marcus and Virus. Then the Par- 
Wars be • ffanty ar arofe, which Vologefm, the King of 
Z«»- Country, had been hatching under P<% 

but he did not Proclaim it till the Reign of, 
Marcus and Virus \ at whattime he attackdi 
jltidius Comeliavus , the Lieutenant of Syria, 
and put him to flight.- Alio a War with the 
Britains was upon the point of kindling, and 
the Catti had already made Incuruons into 
Germany and Rhatia. So againft the Britain! \ 
Calpburnius Agricola was fent. Againft the 
Catti, JufiJius Vittcrinus. But to the Parthian 
War the Emperour Verus was appointed to go, 
with the advice of the Senate j whilft AA»r<w, 
tarried at Rome, where the Ciyjl Affair* rfr 
quired the prefence at leaft of one Emnerour. 
He accompanied Verus as far as to Captiw, and 
honoured him with a Retinue of Great Men 
out of the Senate, and Officers for his Court 
of all forts, to be both his Minifters and his 
Companions with him in the Expedition. But 
no fooner was Marcus returned to Rome, but 
he received advice, that prus was lick at O 
nofa in Naples. He offered his Vows in the 
Senate for his Recovery, and then went in all 
hafteto fee him there: and being return’d to 
Rome the fecond time, he next received an ac¬ 
count, that Verus was fafely arrived in 
wheie he paffed his time in Sports and Hunt* 
ing, and lived at Antioch and the Village of 
Daphne in thegreateft pleafure, whilft his Ge¬ 
nerals can ied on the Parthian War, in which 
they had the Vidory of the Enemy, Irt 


Vol* l Emperor M. A. Antoninus the Philof. 117 

the mean time Marcus was continually attenc 
upon the Affairs of the State; and feemed to 
take the Pleafures of his Brother, as if he was 
indifferent to them, or knew nothing of them. 

He ordered and managed all things neceffary 
for the War, and yet lived the diftance of 
Rome from it. 

The Affairs of Armenia were profperous, Their Stic: 
and the City Teflit upon the Araxit wa*taken 
by Statius Prifcus. Hereupon both the Etn- 
perours were prefented with the Title of Con- 
querours of, the.. Armenians , which Marcus in 
modefty firft at refufed,but afterwards accepted. 

They were both in like manner, after the War 
was over, prelented with the Title of Con- 
querours of the Partiians; and thiSalfo Mar¬ 
cus at firft refilled, but afterwards accepted. 

The Title of Pater Patria, or Father of his 
Country, which had been offered to Marcus 
in the abfence of. Verus , he deferred to meddle 
with, till the return of Verus : becaufe he 
would not affiime it, but in Conjumftion with 
him* In the mean time having Contracted 
his Daughter Lucilla in Marriage to him, ho 
prefented her richly, and lent her into Sy. 

™, in the midft of the War, attended by 
his Sifter, and Civica , the Uncle of Verus, 

He went with her himfelf, as far as to Brinr 
iifi in Naples, and had intended to lee her 
over the Water, if the Difcourfes of lome, 

« if he had delired to Challenge to himfelf 
the glory of finilhing the War, and upon that 
account was for going into Syria, had not cal¬ 
led him back to Rome. He writ to the Pro- 
1 3 conful 
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cohful to take care, that (he was not inter* 
rupted by any in her Journey. 

Publick whilft thefe things parted, Mnretu Antmm\ 
Conjiitu- made aLaWj which is an extraordinary lecu* 
t,Qns ‘ r ity to People, in cafes concerning their Free, 
dom; he was the firft that contrived it,* ana 
jt is thus; he ordered every Roman Citizen, 
who had a Child born, to enter the name of 
the Child before the Treafarers of the £» 
themer, within thirty days. In the Province! 
he eredted Publick Notaries, before whom tto 
fame thing (hould be done upon the Births 
there, as before the Treafurers or the Ex* 
chequer at Rome : fo that when any Perlon 
born in any/Province hath a Caule in Hani| 
concerning his Freedom, he hath no more to 
do, than to bring from that Province a Tefti* 
ficate of his Birth; this corroborated the wholt 
Law concerning Freedoms. He made other 
Laws concerning Bankers and Au&ions. 
Guv Be- ' In divers Caufes, in which himfelf cfpfr 
ference dally was concerned, he made the Semt« 
to the the Judge. He ordered, that Adions, having 
Senate, reference to the Freedom - or Servitude ol 
Perfons Defund, (hould be brought withil 
five years from their deaths, or be ex 
eluded for ever. N.o Prince ever deferrft 
more to the Senate than he. He delegate 
to.feveral of them, of the degiee of Pratot 
and Confuls, the deciJion of many Affairs 
only that their command lo far in the Lai 
(hould be a means to poflefs them with th 
greater Honour. He admitted feveral of hn 
Relations into the Senate, whom he had *1*7 
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tABJtftt or Vratm. . He granted to feveral Se- 
natours, that were poor, provided that it was 
without reproach, the Offices of Tribunes 
and /Ediles. He made no one a Senatour, un- 
lefs he had a very good knowledge of him. 

In this alfo he fhew’d his rofpeft to them, 
that whenever a Senatour underwent a Tryal 
for his life, he heard him firft in private, be¬ 
fore he tryed him in publick; and he (uffered 
none of the Order of the Knights and Gen¬ 
tlemen to aflift in fuch a Cafe. He went con- 
flantly, as much as poflible, to the Senate, 
though he had nothing to propofe to them, 
if he was at Rome: but when he had any 
thing to propole to them, he came in Pcrfon 
to do it, if it were out of Campagtsiat He 
often aflifted in the Courts of Judicature, till 
it was night; and neyer withdrew out of the 
Senate till the Conful himfelf difinift it. He 
made the Senate the Judge in cafes of Appeals 
from the Confuls. He fhew’d himfelf very di¬ 
ligent upon all Judiciary matters. He marked 
out the Law-days in the Kalendar, when 
Bufinefs was to be done, and Caufes tryed. In 
(he whole year, they were to the number of 
two hundred and thirty. He firft gave the 
Praetors a power to appoint Guardians to Mi - 
nors, who before were appointed by the Au- 
thority of the Confuls; which he did, to ex¬ 
pedite the Actions in that cafe. 

He regulated the excels of the Publick Ex- 
pences in Fealls and Games. He interpofed 
againft the Trade of Informers; and when he 
found them falfe, he branded them. He con- 
I 4 tcraneq 


I2o The Life and Reign of the Vol.f, 

temned the Acculations, which were (uggefted 
to him to enrich his Exchujuer. He contrived 
many things very Prudently relating to the 
Publick Stores. He made Senatours the Cu¬ 
ra tours to leveral Cities; to extend lo much 
the more, the glory of their Order. He re¬ 
lieved the Cities of Italy in a time of great Fa¬ 
mine, with Corn lent from Rome. He look- 
fed after every thing, that concerned the Ma¬ 
gazines of Corn. He moderated the'Gamei 
of the Gladiatours, all manner of ways. He 
diminilh’d the Gratuities, given to, or ex- 
a&ed by the Comedians. He took a great 
care of the Streets of the City, and the High¬ 
ways. He appointed Officers over the Pro¬ 
vinces of Italy, for the Adminiftratiori of Ju- 
ftice, in the Nature of the Proconluls, which 
had been before appointed by Hadrian. He 
repeopled Spain, which was exhaufted by con¬ 
tinual Levycs, with Colonies from Italy, In 
which contravening the Ordinances or Tra¬ 
jan, he expreffed himfelf with great modefty 
and relpeft to the memory of that Prince. Hi 
added other Laws concerning the Tax called 
Vicejfima, the Tutelage of Servants, Maternal 
Eftates, and the fucceflion of the Children 
unto them. He ordered, that ftich Senatours, 
who were Foreigners, Ihould however biiy 
thsmlclves a fourth of their Eftates iff Itah- 
He gave power to the Curatoursof the*Towns 
and the Highways either to punilh, or to re¬ 
mit to theGovernour of Rome to be punilhed, 
luch as exa&ed more from any Perlons, chart 
what they were juftiy raxed to. As to the 

reft. 
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reft, he rather reftored the old Laws, than 
created new ones- He had Lawyers always 
with him, by wlaofe Opinion! and'according 
t° whole Forms he gave Sentence in Law, 
and publilhed his Ordinances. Particularly 
Stamla, was one excellent Lawyer that he 
much uled< “ * 

The People Jived under him, altogether as Modern 
“ * f^ ee * c r, It X-. He was extremely well '">»*/ 
dilpoled in all things, to deter Perfons from Antoni - 
evil, and to invite them to good; He re- nu,# 
warded plentifully, and pardoned gracioufly • 
he made them of ill, good Men; and of good 
Men, he made them extraordinary good. 

He took a Raillery upon thefe occahons very 
patiently. One Vnerafmus, who was of an ill 
Fame, begging an honourable Employment 
ot him, he apviled him to clear himfelf firft 
from the Cenfures of the Pfeople. Veterafinui 
anlivering, he law fomethat were 'made Pix- 
tors, that he had fought Prizes with upon the 
Publick Stage; the Emperor took it, and Paid 
nothing. He was not forward to punilh. If 
any Prattor had behaved himfelf in fome 
things ill, yet he did not turn him out of his 
Praxorfhip, but ordered him to remit his Buff 
nefs intirely into the Hands of his Col¬ 
league. He never in his Judgments favoured 
hs Exchequer in a Matter of Gain, when ic 
hath been upon himfelf to give Sentence. He 
was fffm to himfelf, and his purpofe: and yet 
his Refolution was let off with Modefty, efpe- 
cially where he wrts even obliged to give re- 
pulle. After' his Brother was returned a Con- 

querour 
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querour from Syria, the Titlp of ^UrVatri* 
was given to them both. For Marcus had in 
his abfence comported himfelftoalltheSem- 
tours, and all People, well. An Oaken, or 
which is otherwife called a Civick Crown, 
was equally prefented to them both; and V* 
r»s defiredthat Marcus fhould Triumph witl> 
bun He defired that the Sons of Marcut 
fliould be alfo called Cafars. But fuch was the 
great moderation of Marcus , that though he 
joyned in the Triumph, in Company with hint, 
he relinquiftied to him intirely (when Vem 
was dead) the Title of the Conquerour of the 
Tarthians ; and ftiled himfelf only the Con- 
querour of the Germans ; which was a Title ho 
had from a War of his own. So they par¬ 
ried the Children of Marcus of either Set, 
in the Triumph with them; even his Virgin- 
Daughters ; and they beheld the Games which 
were Celebrated upon.the occafion, with their 
triumphal Habits upon them. Amongft other 
remarkable things of the Pity of Marcus, it 
is not fit to forget this; that he ordered Fea¬ 
ther-beds to be fpread under the Rope-dancers, 
after an accidental fall of a. Boy from the 
Rope: which is the reafon that we have a Cu- 
ftom of hanging a Net under them at this 

war With ^hilft the Tarthian War was yet on Foot, 
the Mnr- another War kindled with the Marcomannm 
comanni. Q trm any: which was fufpended a good while 
by the Art of the Officers upon the Frontier!, 
that it (hould not trpuble us till the Oriental War 
was over. It was five years from the begin¬ 
ning 
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ning of that War, to the return of Verus. At 
whofe return, Marcus declared to the Senate, 
that as he had fometime before given them in¬ 
timations of a War in Germany , fo it was ne- 
ceflary that now both the Emperours in Perfon 
fhould repair to it Now the terrour of this 
Marcomannick War was (o great, that Marcus 
was obliged to fend for Priefts from all parts, 
todifpatch the vaft number of Sacrifices, which 
were vowed and offered upon this occafion. 

He Celebrated all the Sacred Foreign Rites 
that were ever feen at Rome ; and purged the 
City of Rome all manner of ways; and Cele¬ 
brated the Feaffs of Lettifternia (even days 
together. A Peftilence at the fame timepre- a great 
vailed, which wasfo great, that the dead were Plague. 
carried offin Carts and Wagons. This obliged 
the two Princes to make ftrid Laws con¬ 
cerning Burials and Sepulchres t in which they 
provided, that it fhould not be at the Liberty 
of Pcrfons to build their Sepulchres in what 
place they pleafed; which is Bill in force at 
this day. Many choufancis dyed of this Pefti¬ 
lence i feveral of the Nobility: whereof the 
moft confiderable had their Statues fet up by 
Marcus Antoninus. Who in his great Cle¬ 
mency took that care of the Common People, 
that he ordered them to be buried upon his 
own Experice. The Marcomanni and their 
Confederates being nowa&uatly in Arms, and 
putting all things into Confufion, the two 
Emperours, arrayed in their Military Apparel, 
fet forward together upon the Expedition. 

Their March had no (mail effeft with it, ag 

i r _ 
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foon as they came, but as far is to Ambit, 
For the Kings of the Enemy for the molt part 
not only retreated with their Men, but put w 
death the Authors'of their Infurre&ion. Tha 
Quads, whole King was dead, (aid thaMhtt 
would not confirm the Pterion his Succeffour, 
who had been-Created in his pjace, till out 
Emperours approved him : others* foot Aw 
baffadours to them to ask their Pardon ft# 
their difobedience: lb that V ? rut his Opinioit- 
* who'had let out much againft his will in the 
beginning, was for returning back to 
efpecially having loft the Captain of the 
Guards, Furius Vtttorinus, and a part ofthc 
Army. But Marcus believing that the Bat. 
barians diffembled, and that both their Rc-'l 
treat, and the other things which they did, 
were only obt of a fear of being opprelled 
with the weight of lo great a Force, hede- 
dared himfelf to be for purfuing the War, 
Therefore they marched on, and crofted tjw 
Alves, having fettled all things in order, for 
the lafety of Italy and iUyricutts. However 
Vtrut was urgent for going back to ftww.' 
to which Marcus at laft contented, and that 
the Senate Ihould have notice given themofit 
by Letter. But as they were afterwards upon 
Death *f the Road in the Coach together* Verus M 

veius. (uddenly taken with an Apoplexy and died. 

Marcus was fo little afteded for his part!] 
with thole Pleafures, which were the real 
Ion of Vtrus his defire to return to Row, that 
he both Read, and hearkned to any onet 
Bufinefs, and ligned Orders whilft he hath 

been 
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been afthe (hews of the Cirque ; which made the 
People, they fay, (ometimes pals their Raille¬ 
ries upon him. Gemmas ana Agaclytus, t wo 
manumitted Servants of Verus, had a great In¬ 
fluence over their Matter. But yet Marcus 
diflcmbled, and even excufed the Faults of 
Vtrut, thtf, they difpleafed him never fo much. 

He deified him after his Death. He provided 
honourably for his Aunts and his Sifters. He 
appointed a great many Sacrifices to his Ho¬ 
nour. He appointed his Priefts,, and gave him . 
all the other Refpe&s which are paid to the. 

Gods. But as there is no Prince but is (ubjeft 
to the moft outragious Genlure} Marcus was 
for all this reprefented, as if he had either poy- 
loned Verus by a Knife invenom’d on one 
Kde, with which he cut a piece of a Sacrifice, 

Vnd gave Virus the invenomed part to eat, 
whjlft he referved the found to himfelf, or at 
Icaftjthat he killed him by his Phyfician Pofidip. 

K by letting him Blood unfeafonably. 

After the Death of Virus, Avidius Cdjfssu re- 
Poked, from Marcus . Tho 3 Marcus was fo 
Indulging to Verus his Relations, and all that 
Twlonged to him, that he did them all the Ho- 
lours that it was poffible. Cmmodia his Son, Commo- 
is wicked and profligate as he was, received ^ u , i ec l a ~ 
rom'him the Title of Cafar, the Dignity pf rfdC * far * 
he PriettKood, the Title of Emperor, a (hare 
n the Triumph with him, and the Conlulfhip. 

\the fame time the Father attended the Tri- 
jniphal Chariot of the Son on Foot, in the 
4 r<jue. Now when Marcus reigned alone' 
dter the Death of Verus, he was much more 

eafie, 
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Wild, and more abundant itfgood Aaioni 
thatt hie cotild be before, becaiife.he was Hip 
dered with the Errours of his Bother. Ht 
Was one for* his oWn Part, of thatTrartcp# 
litv of Mind^hat he never changed his Cotjtf 
tenance either with Sorrow dr Joy t folloWitl# 
exa< 5 tly thePrCcepts of the^if*'PhiloM 
which he had learnt from all the' belt Maftd 
and which he Had diligently OolleAed frottfj 
Parts. Hadrian would have ibadfchim his iff 
mediate Succeflour, had not his Minority # 
hindred it, NeVerthelefi, he chofo hlrtntf 
one, whom he obliged Pius' tb; adopt; that # 
he was deferVing of the RhbiM Empu^ji 
fhould (boner or later .eeftaitlly 
him* 

So he treated-thdProvirtceawltha great dd 
of Moderatlbri and Goodnpfs;aftd manara 
his Affairs happily again# tU&fyMiant. J 1 
find of went through with the Marcpntatihick Wif, 
the Mar- than which a greater hath not been knowh'itl 
eomannic a ny Age, with a Bravery equally extraordi' 
^ 4r • nary as the Succefi} and this at a time vyheti 
a grievous Peftilence fwept away many Tte 
finds of the People and the Arrtw Tw 
Marcomtmi , the Samatians, the Vafidalt, t« 
guadi, being extinguifhed by him, he Mi 
Verdd the Country of Pamonia out or it$ Stt ; 
vitude j for which he triumphed at Koah 
and his Son Commdus with hfm, virhortt W 
had created Cafar. He had exhaufted ajf# 
Coffers upon this War; and becaufe he coilK 
not perfuade-hinifelf to command any tnfjj 
from the Provinces to over-charge them, N 

nrtw 
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fflade ariAu&ibrtJto the Forum oF Trajan bF 
the Goods of His f &ouftiold. Hfcfold the Vef- 
fefe of (Sold, Cryftal and Myrrh, the Rojaf 
SeiVlceSj 1 Rich Garments of his Wife’s Which 
embroidered* With Gold, arid feverilje- 
WelS whieli Here laid tip in the Cabinej of 
Hadrian: 1 ; The Sale continued Two Mbntfhsj 
afldfufih rconfiderable Sum was produced By 
It; Mt having profecuted the Reliques of the 
Mdtctkndmiify '■ Wa'r with it, according to his 
defire, he gave the Buyers the Liberty tb re¬ 
turn If they pleafed their PuVchafes, and take 
their Money 'again. But whether they did Or 
iH; he was'fatisfied, and allowed Gentlemen 
t&Shave fhbir Tables asfplendid as himfeif 
Ih the pi)bHck Shews whichlie gave the People 
at‘hfe .Triumph, he was ft> Magnificent, that he 
expofed a Hundred Lions* together, to be (hot 
t6 death with Arroffs. 1 1 

Having therefore Reigned tb the general 
Love'of‘all f He People, who* called him by the 
ertdtafing TeWfs of, fbhibtiriles their Brother, 
fometimefc Father, fometihies Son, as every 
otoeV'Age waif ' he died in the 1 Eighteenth Year Death of 
of his Brfipire, and the Sixty Firff of hfs Age; Antomnu# 
The'LOve of Kim amongftalf fhifPeopie ap- 1 
pear’d on the Day of his interment. Becaufe 
none thought him then an Objeft to be larrien- 
ted, but afiured themfelves, that, as he had been 
lOfme’d and lent them by the Gods, fb he 
ws returned to the Gods. Before his Fune¬ 
ral was well fioifhed, a thing Which never was 
kpown ro be done before; nOf fince, the Se¬ 
nate and the People in one Body upon the 

place. 
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place, pronounced him a Propitious Deity, 
This great Man, who was foExcellentM m 
felf, and To ally’d to the Gods, hoth in fa 
Life and Death, left a Son, ^om^pdut. who; 
was fo ill on the other hand, that it had beefl{ 
happy he had never had him,, Nay, « was a 
fmaft thing,- that Perfons of aU Ages, Sewa. 
Conditions and dignities, honoured Mtm 
as a God; for he was judged Sacrilegious* whw 
ever had not, his image in his rajinfi df ln[ 
fortune permitted him* To this dayin maw 
Families, the Statues of Marcus Anfoyinps n andt 
amongft the ttoumold Deities ijnqlproe Pnr}| 
Tons have firmly and publickly ave^d, 
he hath predlAeu many, future and tnue thujn 
to them in Dreamy A Temple, was ere^e| 
to him, and an {Order of Priefts of, hirmSn; 
Name appointed him,, with ajj other thin®', 
which to confecrafed Perrons have aver be$ 
aferibed by Antiquity. . V jr!i 5 A ! 

Some fay, and, it is not unlikely,; that Cm$ 
modus Antoninus his SucCeflor and his Son, wi| 
a fort of an Adulterous Birth, the Stoi^f; •whe.iftV 
Story of °f i* reprefented commonly thus, osfpjftjf.' 
the Birth the Wife of Afar?*, and formerly th$'Baugu<, 
of Com- ter of Antoninus P«w 4 feeing onf}| Day the GtfJ 
modu*. Viators enter the Amphitheatre,; fell iti love, 
with.one °f f hem to that degree,|thftt fhe lg* t 
boured under a long Sicknefs upon it, till sh 
laft ihe confened the Caufe to her HusjjaiiMj 
Marcut advifed with the Magicians, wh^fy 
Counfel it was, to put to Death that Qladi* 
tor, and that Fauftim* (hould walk her Secret} 
with his Blood, and then lie with her Hut* 

band] 
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hand: This was done, and her Love cured. But 
Commodus was born after it, more a Gladiator 
than a Prince; becaufe When he was Emperor, 
he fought almoft a Thoufand Combat with the 
Gladiators, in the publick view of the People, as 
vii ihall have occafion'to fay in his Life. And 
that which makes this Story the mdre credible, 
is, this Son of fo Holy a Father, Was a Mari 
of thofe profligate Manners, that no com-' 
ftioo Sword-player, Actor, Baiter of Beafts, 
nor in fine, no one, tho‘ of the fink of all 
Shame and Wickednefs, was like him. Ci¬ 
thers fay, that he was abfolutely a Ballard ; 
aM that Fauftina, when fhe was at the Port 
of Gajetta, cnofe herfelf thereby the Eye, the 
Seamen generally working naked, what Men 
ihe law jvere the befl provided, both out of the 
Sea men an T d the Gladiators $ wherefore Mar¬ 
ini Antoninus was adVifed by one, if he would 
hot Punifh her by Death, to divorce her. To' 
which he anfwered, If 1 divorce my Wife, t 
mfi return her her Doti>er. But her Dovirer 
waf the Empire which he had received froiri 
her Father* Who had adopted him at the de- 
lire of Hadrian, Certainly the Virtue, the In¬ 
tegrity, the Tranquillity* the Piety of a good 
Prince, is a thing of that prevalence, that the 
111 Character, riot fo tntich as of the neareft 
Relation, can defame him. And fo it was 1 
With Marcus Antoninus , who perfevering ftill in 
h«,own virtnous way, and not changing in 
any thing upon the whifpers or calumnies of 
hi People, neither his Gladiator-Son was a 
vejudice to hi m, nor his impure Con fore. 

K He 
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He is ( as he hath ever been ) efteemed* 
to this D,ay} and particularly by you, Omoft 
Sacred Emperor Diocltfian , who have a Vene. 
Nation for nim> even above the reft > of your 
Gods, and are pleafed often to fay. That n 
chiefly wifls yourfelf like him in his Life,andtjn 
Clemency which he always exerciftd ; thothiull 
Plato return into the World again, he could M 
parallel him with all bis Philofophy. The tb|ig 
that palled under Marcus Antoninus, afters 
■Death of Veras, were thefe: Firft, the M 
of Verus was brought to Rome, add interred ili 
the Sepulchre of his Anceftors, and Vert 
made a God. Then Marcus thanked the Se¬ 
nate for having Confecrated his Brother,- 
intimated at the fame time, ,,As if the CoM 
by . which the Parthians were overcome, ,had m 
much owing to himfelf ; and that new, he 
govern as it were upon a new and 1 hotter Foitn i 
tion. .The Senate took it in .the Senfe wto 
Marcus meant, and feemed to congratulaty 
that Verus was departed this Life. However, 
Marcus provided very honourably for Vm 
Sillers, Relations and Servants. Indeed he to 
very Curious of his Reputation, and enquired 
always what every one laid of him, and COf* 
retted himfelf accordingly in fuch things'aj 
they feemed to blame,him fop, with rcafoft 
Going to the War in Germany, he re-ntttrw 
his Daughter to .Claudius Pompeianus, tkfi Ej# 
Son of a Roman Knight, of a* Family ©f$w 
City of Antioch , but not of the higheft «<► 
bility. He afterwards made him Twice < 3 ® 
(u!, in confideration that his Daughter W| 
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fo much his Superior; which Match however, 
did neither pleafe her nor her Mother. 

„ The laying wafte almoft all Spain, he Tumults 
employed'his Lieutenants againft them, who &c.quet- 
reduced them: In Egypt, the Robbers about kd 
the Parts called Bucolia, committing divers 

W. D “T ers > ^ey were alfo reduced by 
Avsdsus Cafstes, who afterwards fet himfelf up 
for, the Empire. About this time Marcus An- 
tfadus whjlft he was at his Retreat at Pale- 
firsna, Jolt his Son called Verses Cafar, of the 

fj 1 X«rs, by lancing a Tumour 
Which he had under his Ear. The Mourn- • 
ing tor whom was kept but Five Days, and 
then he applied himfelf again to the publiefc 

M ne £ { i? e time of t,ie Celebration 
Okhc Games of Jupiter, which he would not 
lutter to be. interrupted by a more fblemn 
MbiirPlng; to he Only ordered Statues to be 
g, tip to the Memory of the deceafed, and 
Ws Image in Gold to be carried in Pomp in 
thi Cirque, and his Nairie to be inferred, into 
the Hymri of the Priefts of Mars. In the 
forte of the Peftilerice beforementioned, Marcus 
Was dpeciaHy diligent to reftore the Worfhip 
? the Gods. Againft the Marcomannick War, 
he made Soldiers of Slaves and Gladiators. 

were called VoJuntiers. 

He lifted the Robbers of Dalmatia and Dar- 
utita. He feryed himfelf of fome Troops out 
nrb/ygsa, and fought Auxiliaries of the Qer- 
the German, ‘ He ufed man- 
r if Diligence to com pleat, his Legions 
r this War j and becaufe he would riot exatt 
*' t & * Money 
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Money upon the Provinces, he made an Au* 
&ion, as l (aid, of the precious Moveables of 
his Houfliold in the Forum ofTrajan; in which, 
befides Gloaths and Plate, he fold the Image 
and the PiAures which were of the Hands of 
the Great Matters. At length, he defeated the 
Marcomanni at the Paflage of the Danube , and 
reftored their Spoils to the Provinces. _ 
r All the Nations from the Borders of lm 
federate cum as f ar as to Gallia, had confederated a 
Nations, gainft us. The Marcomanni, the Narifci, tw 
Hermunduri, the Jguadi, the Sutvi, the Sawtale, 
the Latringet , arid the Burp. To thele wert 
joyned* the Viftovali, the So/sves, the Sicobolitj 
the Roxolani, the Ba(Iarn<e t the Alani, the Pit; 
cini, the Cofloborei, and others. His other Wart 
were the Parthian War, and the Britatim 
War. Now it was with great Pains and la¬ 
bour, that he overcame as he did, Nations w 
ftubborn as all thefe. The Soldiers follow# 
his Example; the Lieutenant-Generals,anil 
the Captains of the Guards marched in Pen 
fon at the Head of thier Men; foheobligedtM 
Marcomanni to furrender themfelves, and I 
great many of them were tranfplanted into 
Italy. But before he went upon any thing w 
Importance, not only in War, but in the Civil, 
AlFairs,he advifed always with his great Officer* 
It Was always his faying. It is more fitting m 
he fhculd follow the Ccunfel of fo many faitbfu 
Friends , as they were , than that they all jml 
foUow him who was but one. A great riMty 
of the Nobility were kill’d in that German 
Marcorn.vtmck, or rather, that War of a niul' 

. titudf 
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titude of Nations, whole Statues he fet up in 
the Forum of Trajan. Therefore his Friends 
intreated him often to retire from the Dan- 
er and come to Rome: But he perfifted in 
is own Refo'lutions, and did not withdraw 
till all was finifhed. He changed the Pro- 
confular Provinces intoConfular, and the Con- 
fukc into Proconfular, or Pmorian, accor- * 
ding as the occafions of the War required. He 
compofed by his Severity, and the rigour of 
his Difcipline, the Troubles that were arifen 
in Burgundy and in Portugal. He fent for Commo¬ 
te Son Commodus to the Frontiers of Ger- dus f tts 
"*h where he put upon him the Man’s ZJn 
Gown; upon which occafion he gave a Lar- 
gef* to the People, and next he made him a 
Conful, although it was before his proper 
time. 

.When any Perfon was at any time profeti- 
bed by the Governour of Rome , he did not at 
all take the News well. He was always very 
referved how he gave away publick Money; 
which is rather to his Praile than to his Re¬ 
proach. And yet he was always difpofed to 
jive Money to good Men, towards the Relief 
m Towns which were fallen into decay; and 
where he faw a Necefficy for it, he remitted 
he Tribute and the Taxes. In his abfence he 
Jrdered that the publick Divertifemencs of 
MW* mould be taken care of by fiich as were 
he richeft to.publifh them. This obviated 4 
Difcourfe which was amongft the People, 
when he had carried away the Gladiators to 
he War, as if he defigned to put down thofe 
K 3 Sports, 
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Sports, and to force all the World to Philofo. 
phy. He commanded that the Stage-Playeu 
Tumblers, and thole fort of Men Ihould not be¬ 
gin their Shews upon the Market-days, ti 
later than ordinary, becaule they Ihould net 
hinder the Market. Some talk’d of fomeol 
* thole lort of Men, being beloved by his Wife; 
but he purged himfelf of all that by his Ltt* 
Some of ters. He forbad the going in the Town on 
his Con- Horfeback, or in Coaches. He' took away 
fiitutions. p rom i(c UO us Bagnios, wherein Menaiil 
Women walhed together. He moderated tit 
Luxury of the Women, - and of the young No: 
bility. He refcued the Sacrifices of the Go! 
Serapts from that Rabble, and thofe Difturistf 
ces which annoy them at the City of Belvu 
in Egypt. It was faid, that fome, under tbt 
pretence of being Philofophers, had that Into 
reft in him, that they were a prejudice to the 
publick, no left than private Perfbns. Butof 
this he purged himfelf, and fhew’d that it vt* 
. in no wile true. ' 

He generally inflided upon all Crimes i 
lelier Punilhment, than what it was the Cii 
ftom to do by the Laws; and yet fometimts 
againft notorious and high Offenders he con 
tmued inexorable. He took the Cognizant* 
himfelf of the Capital Caules of Perforis d 
the better Quality, and managed them will 
all imaginable Equity. He would repriitian 
4 Praetor that gave Judgment upon too Ihoit 
a hearing, and order him to try the Qufi 
over again; faying, It is for the Honour of bit 
who judge.! for the People, to hearken tathtRn 

' : " k 
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fins of the aecu[ed to the iafi. He obferved to 
do Juftice impartially as to Priloners taken in 
War, and he fettled infinite Numbers of the 
Barbarians in the Roman Territories. When 
the Enemy hid by a Stratagem fo Ihut up his 
Army that they could come to no Water, he 
extorted from Heaven by his Prayers a Storm 
of Rain which relieved them, when they were 
ready to perilh with Thirft. He had defigned 
to ered Marcomamia into a Province, and 
likewife Sarmatia; and he had done it, if 
Avidiui CaJJius had not rebelled againft him Avidfos 
in the Eafi, who let himfelf up as Emperor, CafJiu 
by an Intrigue, fome fay of Faufiba, when r *k*h, 
ihe began to delpair of the long Life of her 
Husband. Others fay, it was pretended that 
Marcus was dead, and that Cafifm did not fet 
up himfelf till after Marcus was declared a 
God. But however it was, Marcus was not 
very much moved at the Defedion: neither 
did he Revenge himfelf upon the Wife, or Fa¬ 
mily, or Friends of CaJ/ius : But Cajfws was 
adjudged an Enemy by the Senate, and his 
Elfate was confifcated into the publick Trea- 
fury. 

Then leaving the War againft the Sarmau " 
and the Marcomannfihe marched againft CaJfius. 

In the mean time, fome at Rome were in a 
fear, that Cajfsm in his abfence would have 
come thither. But Caftus was prefently kill’d, W*o » 
and his Head brought to the Emperor, who tyl'd. 
without rejoycing at his Death ordered the 
Head to be buried. A Son of Cajfius, called 
Mncianus, to whom he had committed Alex. 

& 4 andria , 
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andria, met with the feme Fate; and the Can. 
f " n pf the Guards that Cajjius had made, 
alio killed by the Army. He forbad the Se¬ 
nate f o take Vengeance upon the Accomplices 
of the Defection; defiring, if poffibie, at fee 
lame time, that no Senator might be put to 
Death m his Reign, becaufe it Ihould noth, 
polluted with Blood. He ordered fuch Pei? 
fons as were banilhed, to be recall’d. .Some 
few Centurions loft their Heads. He pardon-1 
ed the Cities which had complied with Cajh, 
He pardoned the Antiochian, , who had faille-' 
yeral things againft himfelf, and in Favoiu 
or Camus • from whom, however, he took a- 
way their Shews, their public* Conventions, 
and all fprts of Aflemblie?, by a Arid Edid; 
becaule they were a feditious People, ,as he in! 
timates in his Speech in Marius Maxims, 
which he made to his N^inifters upon the Sub 
jed of this Defection. He deiign,ed not to fee 
AnutcbyW hen he went into Syria, nor the City- 
C;r, or Cam i, of which Caffius was. 

But however, afterwards he went to Ant mi 
He was at Alexandria , and was very obliging 

!L th “ c ">'v He«r»nC*d many tfcipmE 
the Kings of thole Parts, who met him, to- 

? 0t , he / W ftVi h /? ^ m haIladors of the Perjim, 
and he eftablilhed a Peace with them. He 

Ztl h,m ] e f f de 1. r t0 4/1 the Q™ntal Pro 
Jcft u ,0 L P,mts Philofephy 
by his weighty Djfcoi^rle. He 
ed the Citizen and die Philofopher in Ezjfft ' 

fflf th , e Academies > Tem'phs, and pugck 
aces where he came. Though the Aitxm 


VoI.J. Emperor M. A. Antoninus Me Philof. 117 

driant had faid feveral things to the Advan¬ 
tage of Cajfm r, he pardoned them, and left a 
Daughter of Caffim with them. After thisht 

Halil* Fa »fima, at a Village called Death of 

whf tbe Mountain Taurus Fauftin * 

where llye died fuddenly. He delired the Sc. 

HfJ® f ? make . bcr » Goddefs, and give her a 

Jnmle; mailing her, though Ihe had labour! 

ed u* fuch a Cenfure of Unchaftity, wS 
either he knew nothing of, or at leafthedif 
fwnbled it* d Some Alms-Children for whom 
he made a Provilion, he called by her Nam? 

nto!L H S r * S , h % had a ^m y pamed S 

had the TfrS th k eS “ m, " erj and ^erefore 

He made T tfc V H he M ° d,e , r of the Camp, 
ne made the Village a Colony where flip 

ied,,and ereded her a Temple there • which 

w^ afterwards re-dedicated to Heliogabalus. At 

Hie fame time that he marched again ft Caffim 

he gave no Commands for the killing him' 

1 °1 4" ^mency. Heliodorui his „ 2 
Others, who banilhed themfelve/ 

r*5 7dtf\rr? j kir *3 

rpr me reft of the Children of Caffmt, thev 
njoyed above a half of *eir Father’s Fol 
‘ un f* His Daughter Alexandra, and Druncia. 

#<w her Husband,had their free Liberty of coin? 
any whithe. And certainly MarZ/ZS *■ 

S ‘ he D0ath oFCaffiu ,. becaufe, he 

mlhLf eJ?r [ d '! h a Ve , p ^ td b,s Rei & n > 

sLtu £ k dr ° P ° f tbe Blood °f tb * 
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After he had fettled the Affairs of the Eafl,ht 
came to At hem ; where amongft other things, he 
vifited the Temple of the Goddefs Ceres, to‘fhcvr> 
his Innocency, becaufe this was folemnly forbid¬ 
den to wicked Perfons; and he was admitted in¬ 
to the Sacrefty zW alone. In his return by Sej 
into Italy, he was overtaken with a great Storm. 
At his Landing at Brindifi in Naples, he b$h put 
on the Reman Gown himfelf, and conintapded 
the Soldiers to habit themfelves accordingly, 
who never went in their Soldiers Coatgjn Italj 
in his Reign. Being come to RoweJ Ke^triuin- 
phed there,and from thence he went to Lavinis, 
He made his Son Cmmodus his Colleague in 1 
the Tribunitian Power. He entertain’d, the 
People with a Largefs, and extraordinary fine 
Shews. He reformed many things in the Ci¬ 
vil Policy, and fet proper Bounds to the Ex- 
penccs of the Games of the Gladiators* ha¬ 
ving this Sentence of Plate much in his Mouth, 
Happy ihe States where either the Philosophers art 
the Emperors', or the Emperors are Phflofopheiu, 
He match’d a Daughter of Bruttius Prafem , 
who was of the Confular Dignityf to his Son 
Efpoufals Comttsodus: But the Efpoufals were celebrated 
no more than ordinary Magnificence; 
mottos. on pccafion he gave a Largefs to the 

People. Then he re-artum’d the Old War 
with the Marcomanni again. For he had made 
War with thofe, and with the Hermunduri, the 
Sarmatse, and the £>yadi, three Years before 
together; and now if he had lived but one 
Year longer, he had reduced them into Pop- 
vincbs. But he died as he was making his 

prepara- 
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preparations for that Gonqueft. Two days be- 
fore he died, his Officers oeing admitted into 
his Chamber, he gave them to underftatad that 
he had as ill an Opinion of his Son Commodw, 
as Philsp of Maction had a good Opinion of 
his Son Alexander; faying, as Philip did, he 
was not fo*y to dye, fincehe left behind him 
fuch a Son} but meaning that the Roman 
Empire would Scarce be large enough to hold the 
Vices of him ; who made it appear already, de¬ 
parting from the Rules of Life, which his Fa- 
ther had preferred him, that he was Cruel, 
and Infamous. His death was thus : when he rhe 
began to be fick, he called his Son to him, D K eath !>f 
and advifed him fir ft of all not to flight the tT'" 
Relmues of the War, for fear that he fhoMfiem 
to betray the Empire. To which Commodus an- 
jwering, that he ihould be obliged for his own 
afety to be gone from the Army, becaufe of 
the Peftilpnce which raged: he told him a- 
eain. He might do as,he would-, but he defired 
hm rather to tarry, at leaft a few days, becaufe 
be would do well to appear to hold it a little againti 
the Barbarians i After this, fie would neither 
eat nor drink, becaufe hedefired to dye, and 
this lncreafed his Diftemper. The fixth day 
■he called in his Friends, and ’difeourfing to 
them about the Vanity of Humane things, 
and the Contempt of death, he faid, Why are 
you f orry for me, when you ought rather to think 
of the Pefltlence which rages, and of the com - 
mn death of every one! As they retired from 
bm he figlicd and faid, If you fee me no more, 
l bid you fdrewel ; 1 go before you. They asked 
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him to whom he recommended hi? Son. He 
faid; To *U you, if be deferves.iti and to tbi 
Gods Immortal. The Army upon the notice of 
his ficknefs was very much trpubled» for they 
loved him dearly. The feventh Day he was, 
vrorfe, and (*w none but his Son: whom he 
prefently difmiffed again, for feafche fhould 
be infe&ed. His Son being gone, he threw 
the Cloaths over his Head, as if he went to 
fleep; and died that night. Some fay, that 
when he {aw that Commodus would prove 
fuch a Man, as afterwards he did, he rather, 
wiflied him dead, than that he (hould make 
another Nero, Caligula, or Donsitian, by his 
Reign. . • 

One thing Marcus Antoninus is-blamed tor, 
which is, That he promoted to feveral Honors 
Tertullus., Vtilius, Or f bit us, and Moderates. 
Lictmi. who were his Wife’s great Lovers. He had 
oujnefs o/furprized Tertullus one day actually at Dinner; 
Fauftina. with her. The Buffoon upon the Stage gave 
ffhim a Rub as to this Man, in his own Pre- 
fence. “ What, fays he to him that was with 
"Mb, is the name of that Man, that you fay 
“Gallants my Wife; the other anfwered, TuU 
“lus, Tullus, Tullus. He apked him the fame 
“Qtieftion again: fay? the other,, I have told, 
“ you. By which the Audience plainly faw, 
that he meant, that,his crying three times 
Tullus , fignified Tertullus . So every body 
talk’d very much of this Spark, and blamed 
tne Patience of Antoninus. Sometime be¬ 
fore his death, and before he went the fecond 
time to the Marcontannick War, he took his 
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Oath in the Capitol, that not one Angle Se- 
natour by his knowledge, had been put to 
death. And he (aid. He fhould ■ have fayed the 
lives even of the Rebels with Gaffius, if it bad 
been left to bins. He was fo far from feek- 
ing to enrich himfelf with the Eftate of Pro- 
fcribed Petfohsj that he abhorred and fhun’d 
nothing more than the fcandal of Covetouf. 
nefs s againft which he purges himfelf in fe¬ 
veral Letters. Some pretend to fay that he 
was a Diflembler and not really of that Sin¬ 
ewy as he feefndd to be, or its either Pius of 
Verus was of. And again they fay, that he 
too much raifed the Pride of the Court, by 
eftranging his Friends from his Company and 
his Banquets. He ordered a Deification 
for his Parents, and honoured the Friends of 
his Relations with Statues, though they were 
PerfonS that were dead. He did not eafily 
believe things upon Truft; but gave himfelf 
always time enough to find out the truth. Afr 
ter the death of Fauflina, Fabia the Sifter ’of 
Perut wits Ambitious to 1 Marry* him. But hd 
rather chofe to content himfelf with a Con- 
cubine, of a Daughter of a Servant to his late 
Wife, than ovdr fo many Children, which he 
had, to fuperinduce a Siep* mother. 
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I Know very well, that feveral Perfons Who 
have written the Hiftory of the' A&ions 
of Marcus and Verm, have done it 19 
iuch a method, as to give the Reader an ac* 
count of Vtrus in the firft place ; following 
the order not of their Reigns* but their Deaths: 

But 
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But I have thought it my Duty to give the pre- J 
cedence, as to this, to Marcus, and to treat of 
Virus afterwards; becaufe Marcus was the firft 
of the two upon the Throne; and becaufe his 
formal after the death of Verus made but a 
continuation ftill of the fame Reign. 

Lucius Ctjonius *s£lius Cotnntodus Verus Anto* 
mus, who by his Adoption into the 
Fmily by the Will of Hainan, ms ailed 
vEhus, and by his Alliance with Marcus Anteni. 
uus, received the name of Verus Antoninus 
was a Prince, whom wo do not reckon in the 
number of the Heft, nor yet on the contrary 
in the number of the Worft Princes. For 
as his Virtues were not abundant, fo neither 
were his Vices formidable. One thing-is, he 

t- r?r ^ e,g . n an Independent Monarch of 
fomleli; for he was under Manus ; but yet of 
an equal Majefty with him in the Empire- 
and at the fame time he very much differed 
from him in this, that he was Licentious in 
his Manners; and was of an humour that was 
rank and o^en, and could diftemble nothing 
His Father was Lucius tsElius Verus , who for- 
17“ f«en Adopted by Hadrian, being 
the firft of the Title of a Casfar, as it is ufed to 
denote the Perfon appointed to be the Sue-' 
cellour to the Empire: and who died in that 
Quality. His Grandfathers, and Great Grand- 
athers, together with niany of his other An- v , 
ceftours, had been Confuls. He was born at hh , 
«». m the Pmorlhlp of hh Father,"!" %££ 
fe'/sbteenth of the Calends of Jadary, m * 
which was heretofore alfo the Birth-day of the 

Emperor 
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Effiperor Nero. His Family by his Father’s 
fide was for the moll part out of the Coun* 
try of Hetruria, and by his Mothers, out of 
the City Faenz.a. , 

This being his Extradion, he, upon the A* 
doption of his Father by Hadrian, came into, 
the Familv of that Emperour ; continuing 
wherein after his Father’s death; when Ha¬ 
drian was pleafed, out of his care for the good 
; of Pofterity, to take Antoninus Visit t o be nil 

Son, and Marcus Antoninus to be his Grand* 
Ion; he not only obliged at the fartife time tlib 
former to Adopt this Vtrus, but to give him al* 
fo his Daughter to Wife: which Daughter wai 
married however to Marcus Antoninus, and not 
to Versts, becaule VtrUs in refpeift of his Aid 
was not then judged proper for her, (as m 
have laid above,) and Vet us married Lucillt,, 
the Daughter of Marcus. He was brought 
His Pre- up in the Court. His Mailer in Grammar* 
ceptors. f 0 r the Latin, was Scaurinus , the Son of that 
Scaur us, who was the Grammarian to Hadrian 1 , 
For the Greek, he had Telepbas , Hepbafim k 
and Harpocration. His Mailers in the Greek 
Eloquence were Apollonius, Celtr Caninito, and 
Htrodes Atticus ; for the Latin, C orntlHu-'Frotiti, 
His Mailers in Philofophy were Apdlleniut and 
Sextus: all whom he loved very Well, and | 
they loved him; but he was one, that had 
little of a natural Genius to Leartiing. W 
pleated himlelf the tnoft at firft in making 
Verfei; and afterwards in making Orations. 
It is Paid, he was a better Oratour tlian^ 
Poet; or rather, to Ipeak more properly, that 

he' 
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he was A worfe Poet than he was an Orator 
Others fay, fie had the Wits of his Friends to 
allilt him; and that in thofe very things of 
his Which are Extant, whatfoever they are, 
he fdrved hirhfelf of the fame. For, they 
fay, he had feveral Men of Learning and E* 
Inquence always with him. The Governour 
bt his Youth was Nicomedes. He Was Vo¬ 
luptuous; and IheW’d great gaiety in all forts 
bf Plealures, Sports and Divertilements, which 
becaipe him but too well. He was Adopted 
at the Age of feveii years, and was formed 
upon the Manners and Authority of Marcus 

tTTu £ Is tyed Hunting, Wreftling, 
aild all the Exercfes of Youth; and was as a 
private Pei Ion in the Court no lefs than three 
add twenty years together. 

'the day that he put on the Roman , thatis* 
the Man s Gown, Antoninus Pius dedicated a 
Tfiitiplc to his Father o/£lit4S Verus t and gave 
a Bounty to the People. When he was made 
guadlor, and entertained, at his admittance 
into that Office, the People, with the Pub- 
lick Games, he took his place in the midft be- 
Pius and Marcus. After his 
Wlorffiip he was prefently made Gonful, He is 
I Conjundion With Sextilius Lateranus. Soni e m *dtQok- 
pirs after (hat he Was made a fecond time^ 
umlul. in Conjun&ion with Marcus Antoni- 
Zl a " e i wbi ® h > he continued a long time 
V he °f a „ Private Man, and was hoc 
idorned with the fame Honours As Marcus was. 

Hedid not fit m the Senate, before hi? Qu*- 
itorlhip; neither did he accompany fo much 

L tfifN 
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with th? Emperor, as with the Captain of tl/{ 
Guards; and he had no other name of Honor] 
added to his own more than this, that he wai 
called the Emperor’s Son. He much delighted 
in the Races of the Cirque, and in the Game 
of the Gladi'atours > but as his Pleafures ami 
his Luxury were continually the occafionsof 
his falling into many errours; it feems, as if 
he was not retained in the Royal Family Ij 
Antoninus Pius , but upon this account; becaiiK 
Hadrian had commanded him to Adopt hitnlo 
exprefly, that he call’d him his own Gtanl 
Ion: and lb he retained him, it is fuppoM, 
more to difcharge his Truft, than as a markof 
his Love. That which he approved in his 
was the Simplicity and the Debonairenefs it 
his Temper: he advifed him, as much ask 
could to form himfelf upon the Model of I* 
Brother. In fine, when his Father w^sdd, 
his Brother conferred all things upon him 
even to the pai ticipation of the Sovereignty; 
fj e „ and made him his Colleague, although theSt- 
made Co/- nate had deferred the Empire to himfelf» 

league in ]ono. 

the Em ' Elevated thus to the Empire, and the Tti 
h ve ‘ bunitian Power being given him, and tht 
honour of a Proconfulfhip, his Brother Mu¬ 
cus Antoninus ordered him to be called by tk 
name of Verus Antoninus. As a teftimonyo 
his Sen fe of fo high Favours, he received Mu¬ 
cus, upon all occafions, with the refpe&ofi 
Lieutenant to a Proconful, or of a Prefideoi 
of a Province to the Emperour. He cod 
formed himfelf in all things at fir A: wilh gtai 
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care to the intentions and will of Marcus ; who 
it the fame time harangued the Soldiers in the 
name of them both upon this occafion. But 
when Verus was gotten into Syria, the great Hit Lu " 
lsberty which he.gaye himfelf in Jiving at his 
eafe; with his lewd Amours, and the Debau- 
cheeses of all forts, to which he was abandon- 
ed, fo changed him to another Man, that he 
efamed his Reputation. Jn like manner, af- 

2it retur Vf ° f he made a p'e'rpe- 
1 ‘JS.“ fthe 9 0m i fiavta 



he roved up and down in the night amongft 
the Taverns and the Stews in difgui/e • a L 
pleafed himfelf to make Debauches 8 with the 
Mob, and to joyn in their Quarrels ; out of 
which he often however came off with a 
black Face: But notwithftanding his Dihnufey 
he was known in the pnblick Houfo 
he came ; where at other times, he was for* 
Breaking the Glaffes and other Veffels, and 
then he paid very well for them. He favoured 
very much the Grden-Coat-Party i n the Races 

22 r th ° PZ qUS ‘, H * had Gladiators fre- 
t m J t0 ^ g . ht «ehe Entertainments which 

niX d t !li a, ? d nf h n e pr6,on 8 ed til] 

S ’ s t ll , he fel a . fleep upon his Coach, 

o ld u 6 n U? ! n h ! 5 9°* tl ' s > and carried 
Heflepr but little, and had an eaii* 

*- * digefb- 
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digeftion. In the mean time Marcus diflem- 
bled all thele things, as if he knew nothing of 
them, out of Modefty, not to put to lhame 
his Brother. 

One Banquet, that he made, is remarkable: 
he had in the firft place twelve Guefts; where, 
as the known Proverb, as to the number at 
fuch a time, is , Septem convivium, novem contn- 
Hum ; that is. Sevens a Company , Nine is lit 
Notfe. Every one of thele had a handfoto? 
Boy at his Back to lerve him. Every one hit 
Sewer, and his Diflies to himlelf, which were 
of their own chufing. Every one his freft 
Cbp of Myrrh, or of the Cryftal of Alexan¬ 
dria as oft as he drank. There were alio Cup) 
of Gold and Silver, and others let with Jew- 
els. Then they had Crowns upon their Heads, 
adorned with golden Labels, and Flowers, fuck 
as for the Sealon were Rarities. They bad 
their golden Boxes filled with pretious Qinfr 
ments; and at parting they all had their Ca> 
lelhes drawn with Mules in Harnefs of Sil¬ 
ver, prelented to them, to carry them honift 
The whole Treat was eftimated at fixty hun¬ 
dred thoufand Seflerces: which when Mam 
heard of, he fighed, and lamented the mil 
fortune of the Publick in the Perfon of his 
Brother. After Supper they played at Dice 
all that night, till it was morning. And this 
he did after his return from the tarttiw War, 
to which Marcus had lent him purpofely, .that 
he Ihould not commit thole fort of Actions in 
the fight of all the World at Rome ; think¬ 
ing beiides that Travelling might teach him 
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frugality, and the dangers of War make him 
better, and morelober, or at leaft teach him 
to know himlelf to be an Emperour: but 
how much the better he was for it, this Sup. 
per alone Ihews, as well as the reft of his Life. 

His love of-the Races of the Cirque was 
fuch, that he lent and received many Letters 
about them, into, and out of the Provinces, 

When prelent at them, and in Company with 
Marcus, he has fuffered leveral Affronts from 
the contrary Party, for his over great Zeal to 
that to which he fided. He had a Hcrle cal¬ 
led Swift, whole Image he cut out in Gold, 
and fed him with Raiuns and Almqnds, in the 
Manger, inftead of Corn ; covered him with 
a Cloath of Purple, and ordered him to be 
kept in a Room in the Court. When this 
Horle died, he EreCted a Monument to him 
upon the Vatican. And it was firft in the fa¬ 
vour of this Horfe, that they began the Cu- 
flam of. gathering Money for the Winning 
Horfes, in the way, as it; were, of a Premium. 

For this Horfe was fomuch beloved; that a 
Bulhel of pieces of Gold hath often been 
thrown to him by thofe of his Side in the 
Cirque. 

When Verus let forward upon his Expe- His negti. 
dition to the Parthian War, Marcus accom- X ent Con ’ 
Panied him as far as to Capua. But going on 

11 L* y ^ om c *P ua * fie Revelied it lo, at 
ail the great Houfes where he came, that he 
contracted an Illnefs, and fell Sick at Canofa 
in Naples,, whither Manus took a lecond Jour- 
wy to vifit him there. Certainly many ill 
L j and 
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and unhandfome things appear in the Condufl 
of Verus, which he did during the time of the 
War. For when both the Lieutenant of Sj. 
rt* was killed, and the Legions there were cut 
off; the Syrians Meditating a Revolt, and the 
Eaft laid Wafte by the Enemy, then was he 
palling his time in Hunting in Apuleia . At 
Corinth and Athens, he had his Mufical Con- 
forts, and Entertainments of Voices and In- 
ftruments. At every Port of note in Afu, 
Pamphylia, and Cilicia, where he came, he 
made a flay to take his Pleafures, 

After he was come to Antioch, he followed 
his Luxuries to excels for his own part, whilft 
his Generals carried on the Parthian Wan 
who were Statius Ptifcus, Avidius Cajfius, and 
Martius Verus. In four years they went 
through Babylon, the Kingdom of Medit, 
and recovered Armenia : which procured to 
him the honourable Title of Conquerour of 
the Armenians , Parthians, and Modes, which 
was alfo Communicated to Marcus at Romi. 
He palled the Winters in thofe four years, at (he 
City of Laodtcea ; the Summers at the Village 
of Daphne, and the reft of the time at An¬ 
tioch. All the Syrians made a jeft of him; 
and feveral Railleries, which they paffed up¬ 
on him upon the Stage in their Plays, are ex¬ 
tant. He admitted his Slaves to be as free 
with him at ail times, as the Cuftom is to be 
upon the Fealfs of Saturn. He went, it the 
fohcitation of his Courtiers, as far as to the 
Banks of the Euphrates twice j and he came up 
to Ephf/us to meet his Wife Lucilla, who was 
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’ fent to him from Marcus her Father. But his 
defign in this Jaft Journey principally was to 
prevent Marcus , that he fhould- not come 
down with her into Syria, and fo deteift his ill 
deportments: becaufe Marcus had told the Se¬ 
nate, that he would bear his Daughter Com¬ 
pany into Syria. At laft, when the War was 
ended, he appointed Kings over the refpe&ive 
Kingdoms, and gave the Governments of the 
Provinces amongft his Officers: and then re- Hisre- 
turned himfelf to Rome, but much againft his curn e » 
inclination, tho»gh it was to take tlie honour Rotne - 
of a Triumph; becaufe to leave Syria, was to 
leave, as it were, his own Proper Kingdom. 

So he came and triumphed in Company with 
bis Brother, and the Senate confirmed the 
Titles to him, which he had before received 
from the Army. 

He fhaved his Beard (which he had not 
done before) in Syria, only to pleafure an 
ordinary Mtftrefs/that he had gained there ; 
which gave the Syrians ap occafion ta fay fe¬ 
deral things upon him. The time of his return 
10 Rome was unfortunate: for it feemed, as if 
be brought the Plague with him thither, and 
into the Provinces through which he palled. 

This Plague arole firft in the Country of Ba- 
> where out of a fin a II golden Coffer, 
which a Soldier had plundered in the Temple 
ol Apollo , proceeded, it is faid, fuch a Pefti- \ 
jentious ftench, as fpread itfelf from thence 
lnt0 Portbia, and fo over the World. Not 
this was yet a fault of Verus, but of Cap. 
i“'» w ho, contrary to his Faith giyen, rafed 
L 4 the 


✓ 
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MO y<m, was cither Feafting, or providing 
for his Fe^fts Another Mimick that he 
brought with him out of Syria, as a Trophy 
o/the Parthian War, was one, that he called 
by the Name of Apolaufflut ; but his former 

Na u W 1 S He brought 

with him befides, for his diverfion, Fidlers, H. 

Mrs, Players, Buffoons, Juglers, and of all 
thofe forts of Slaves which Syria and Alexan- 

Jna ul {< } ftW with » that really one 
would think by his Captives, that he had been 

Ksta 8 g 7 *'’’ n0t aBa ‘ nft P * nhia> but againft 

It was not openly vihble to the World, but 
yet it was privately whifpered, that this diver- 

L,fe to r that , of Marcu *' with many 
o her things, occafioned an ill Underftandme 
Mmt^em Efpeaally, this wasfaid upon 
he Death of Ltbo, who was a Coufin German 
to Marcus, and who had been lent by him, as 
his Lieutenantinto . Syria ; where behaving hum 
Ie|t more haughti y than a Senatour in that 
Quality ought to have done, and faying, 72* 

to Marcus *° he f ati 'M’fp*r* 

Z ■* w y thin & i tow could not 

J S e ™ at " e P aid no n,ore ftefped: to him, 

d r ed fllddenly ' with almoft the 

, of , P °y f ° n u .P°n him. From which 
tndfc 8 i th f Je waspoyfoned by the 
of e - r ^‘ ^ nd t / 10u 8^ Marcttt was not 
IS ? pmionj f h ® thing ferved to en- 
e th f rum ° r °t their disagreement.. Ge- 
mar and Agaclytut, two Servants of Ferns, had 

a great 
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a great Influence over him, as I have already 
laid in the Life of Marcus. He married the 
latter to Libo s Widow, although contrary to 
the defire of Marcus, who therefore denied hi$ 
Prefence to the Elpoufals. Codes, and 
Lattts or Eleftus, were two others of his ma¬ 
numitted Servants: He had more befides, who 
were all ill Men enough, and whom Mams 
difmifled, after the Death of their Matter; 
only tMUiut Latus he retained, who afterwards 
was the Author of the Death of his Son 
the Ger- Contmodus, In fine, when the German s War 
man Ex. came on, becaufe Marcus neither thought fit 
fedttton. t 0 fe n£ ) y eru{ to lt a j 0 ne, nor yet to leave him 
in the Town alone, upon the Account of his 
great Luxury, they went both together to it, 
and came to the City of Aquileia ; where' Vtm 
did nothing but divert and enjoy himfelf, 
whilft Marcus took upon him the Care of all 
things. They crofled the y%,although this was 
much againft the Inclination of Pern; and as 
for what palled afterwards betwixt the Ambal- 
fadors of the Barbarians on the one hand, beg¬ 
ging Peace, and our Emperors on the other, 
it hath been already reprelented lufficiently 
in the Life of Marcus, So the heat of the War 
being cfver, and Verus urging to return to 
Aquiltia again, becaufe he .longed for the 
Pleafures of Rome, it was refolvea by both to 
go back to Rome. But as Verus was in the 
Coach, not far from the City of Altino, he 
was taken fuddenly with an Apoplexy; for 
which, lifting him immediately out of the 
Coach, and letting him Blood, they brought 
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him alive unto Altino, where he continued 
three Days fpeechlels, and then died. Death of 

There was a Difcourfe, as if he had been VcruJ * 
Inceftuous with his Wife’s Mother, Faufiina ♦ 
and that Faufiina had contrived his Death, by 
putting Poyfon in his Oytters, becaufe the 
Converfation which he had with the Mother 
he difeovered to the Daughter. There was 
another Story made of his Death, which I have 
let down in the Life of Marcus , but which is 
utterly inconfiftent with the Virtue of that great 
Man. Others attributed his Death to his own 
Wire, becaufe he was a little too indulgent to 
the Love which he had for Fabia his Sifter, 
whole Power flie could not brook. And cer¬ 
tainly there was that great Kindne/s betwixt 
Vtm ana Fabia, that it was alfo reported, that 
they two had confulted together to kill Marcus • 
but when this was difeovered to Marcus by 
Agaclytus the Servant of Verus, Faufiina pre¬ 
vented the Murder of Marcus , and (he herfelf 
killed Verus. 

to his Perfon, he was well feaped, with Hh Per- 
a good Vilage, and a Beard, before he feaved, fonage. 
extraordinary long, like a Barbarian; tall, and 
* frown upon his Brow that was awful. He 
had yellow Hair, which he took a great Cars 
or, and ufed an Art with Gold Duft, to make 
Jand look yellower ftill. He was a little 
ow m Speech, a great Lover of Game, always 
Luxurious, and in many things a Nero , ex- \ 

^jWnjj Cruelty and Buttoonry. Amongft the 
reft of his Curious Furniture for his Luxury, 
he had a Ciyftal Cup, that he called Swift, 
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after the Name of his beloved Horfe; and it 
was of fo large a fize, it held a Draught b 
deed more fit for a Horfe, than any thing elfe, 
'He lived Two and Forty Years, and reigned 
Eleven, in Conjuo&ion with his Brother. 

His Body was interred in the Sepulchre of 
Hadrian, where his Father the Cafar alfo lie;, 
The Story which I now faid> is inconfiftont 
with the Virtue of Marcus Antoninus is well 
known, and it is this; That Marcus with) 
Knife empoyfoned on the one fide of it, 4 
vided a Piece of a Sacrifice to Verm, and gave 
that Part thereof to Verm to eat, which n 
touched with the Poylon; which is a Crime 
impoffible to be conceived of Marcus, what¬ 
ever the Life and Actions of Virus might per¬ 
haps deferve. Neither do we leave it in doubt, 
but wholly reje& it as a falfe and fuppolititi- 
ous thing; being allured, that excepting your 
Majefty, O Dioelefian, as yet, fince Mam, 
Flattery it felf hath not been able to forma 
better and a more accompliihed Prince than 
he. 
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AVVDIVS CASSIVS\ 
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VULCATIUS GALLICANUS: 

Addrelfed to the 

empbr or 
diolesian. 

A Vidius Caffim, was, as fome think, de- Hi, Ex. 
icended from the Antient Family o f nation. 
the Cafii i but yet this was only by the 
... ”<*« of his Mother: for his Father was 
fondws Severn, who from a private Extra* 
ai°n, and the Degree of a Centurion, railed 
•'ifnlelr unto the nigheft Honours; of whom 

Quadratus 


I 
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jQuadratus makes mention in his Hiftory; and 
indeed fo much to his Advantage, that he 
calls him a great and necefFary Man in the 
State, and who had a great Intereft with the 
Emperor Marcus Antoninus , in whole Reign 
he died. This Cafftus, of the Family, I fay, of 
thole Caffti , who had confpired againft Julius 
Csefar , was one that fecretly hated a Monarchy, 
and could fcarce endure the very Name of an 
Emperor: He laid, That no State was fo k 
tolerable, as an Empire, which cannot be pm 
down without another Emperor. In his younger 
' j Years, fte had attempted to depofe Antonm 
Pius. It is true, his Father being a great 
and worthy Perfon, covered him againft the 
Charge of that Ambition, but yet he was al¬ 
ways looked upon as a fufpicious Perfon, 


A LETTER of Verm Antonim 
concerning him 5 written to the 
Emperor Marcus Antoninus , fays 
thus. 

A Vidius Caflius hath a greedy Eye upon tit 
Empire, at leaf as I think, and as fo m 
time ago it was known he had, under the Rtip 
of A ntonius Pius our Father. I defire you to m 
good Notjce of him: Every thing we do difpleejtt 
him. He growt extraordinary Rich, laughs at 
us both j calls you a Doating Philofopher, anl 

m 
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me a Luxurious Fool. Confider ,, what « to he 
done : / bate not the Man, but do you fee wbs1 
tier st ss not sU for you and your Children to 

tbit The SolT m r At T' ani one 

tba the Soldiers Uve, and hearken to with 


The ANSWER of Marcus An¬ 
toninus, concerning Avidius Caflius, 
was this. 

f Have read your Letter, in which you are too 
1 apprehenfive, than I would have an Emperor 
to be or than fusts well with our Reigns: For 
{the Empire^ is allotted to Avidius Gaffius Z 
Heaven, we Jhould not be able to cut him off. If 
vt would: You know the faying of your Grand. 

tT fl a ? n r n ' That 00 Man Jcills Succef 

S'fl r f( u " ? ot f° dotted him, be win 

^ fatd S r*' °“ r 

J l Nettbtr r c ™ we make a Man a Crimi¬ 
nal, who u accufed by none, and who as you Cm 

« beloved by the Army. }„ Atlions of ZeaZ 

fit IiV vtn ty are t roved »p- 

f W to thsnfahe Sufferer L 

£ n Z\I iC t T Je ym Grandfather Hadrian 

m 2 fc> r f F f >P&U who can¬ 
not be believed, that they are. Ufumt uoon 

ihey are killed I Id,f ,» J m Ha^ 

l\it, rather than Domitian, who was thefirfi 

indeed 
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indeed that faid fo ; becauje whirl d thing « 

well / aid , yrt »/ « * /« */.* />*«, 

it bath net tbt Authority with it, its it de[er>oet, 
ThtYifote let Avidius Caflius fox* <lv>» mjt, 
being a good Officer, StttB and Stout, and cf 
great Ufe in the State. For as to what you urge 
about the taking Care of wy Children, if Avidius 
Caflius (hall deferve to be better beloved thin 
they., and it is expedient for the Publick, rather 
that he live, than the<Childrtn of Marcus As- 

tOttmUS, let them ’periffi . v 

' • . . . . .• 

\ . * « .... 

This is what Verm and What Marcus Anto¬ 
ninus, feverally wrote concerning Caffius . Now 
we (hall explain in fhort the Temper and the 
Manners of this PerfotV; which isalUhatcaft 
well be known of fuch, whole Lives, no one 
prefumes to write to their Advantage, out of 
Refiped to thofe by whom they vvefe deftfoy- 
ed; only we fhall add fomething of his ah 
fumption of the Empire, and of his Death, 
Having in this Defigtl that we are upon, pro- 
pofed to ouvfelves to take in the Hiftbries of 
all that in any wife have born the Title of Em¬ 
perors, whether jtrftly or unjuftly) to the end 
that your Majeffy, O Dioclefiatt, fliould hive 
a perfed Account before you, to your own 
Perfon, of the Events of the Empire of Rotut. 
He was a Man of than Variety in hiS Mam 
ners, that now he was cruel and ill humored, 
then mild and obliging; now he Wasi veij 
Religious, then Profanes fometimes he drank 
hard, then he was as abftemious; fometime} 
he eat very much, another time he fafted as 
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much; fometimes he was all for Women, then 
he was all for Chaftity; fo that People were 
not wanting to call him a Catiline; and he* 
faid, they might call him *what they pleated, 
fo he but gained his Point of the Dsalogifl* 
by which Name he meant Marcus Antoninus, 
who was fo eminently skill’d in Philofophy, 
that going to the War againft the Marcomannii 
and every body being in fear for hinv, left 
any thing ill fliould happen to him, they de* 
fired him before he went, that he would dif- 
cover to them his Precepts of Philofophy* 
which at their Entreaty he did, in DifcourteJ 
to them, which he continued three Days toge* 
ther. Befides this, Avidius CaJJius was a ftri<5fc 
Man for Military Difciplino; infomuchj that 
h« was willing to have himfelf be called a 
Marius. 

Now having begun to make mention of his Hit Jlrm 
Striftnefs, there are many Inftances not to'be Dfisplinf 
omitted, in which he fhew’d himfelf not fo pro. 
psrly to fay Arid, as he was. cruel. For firft, if 
th*Soldiers had taken but the leaft thing by vip« 
lence from the People of the Provinces, he 
crucified them immediately upon the place, 
where they committed the Fad. He had a- 
nother way of executing them, which wa 9 
purely of his own Invention, which was this. 

A great Stake of Timber was let up, which - 
was Eighty, or a Hundftd Foot high j the con¬ 
demned were tied to this Stake in Ranks, from 
the top to the bottom; at the bottom Was a 
,’ re * which burnt fome to Death, whilft b- 
tlieri were fufFocated with the Smoak, and 
M others 
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others were fometimes frightned to Death. 
He hath ordered Ten in a Body tq be chain’d, 
and thrown into a River, or into the Sea to* 
gether. To De/erters, he many times cut off 
their Hands, or their Legs and Thighs; fay¬ 
ing, The Example of a Criminal living in that 
manner in.mifery, it of a greater Force, than if 
be not kill'd at a blow. A Party of the Auxi¬ 
liaries, once in the Army under his Gommaqd, 
had without his knowledge furprifed the-Sr- 
mat a, as they were lying carelefly upon the 
Banks of the Danube , or whom they killed 
Three Thoufand, and returned to their Corps 
again, with a great Booty. And as it was 
their Centurions that had put them upon this 
A&ion, the Centurions expected to be re¬ 
warded for it; becaufe with a handful of Men 
they had killed fiich a Number of the Ene¬ 
my, whilft the Tribunes and the other Offi¬ 
cers had neglefted the Opportunity that was 
offered. But for their Reward, he ordered 
them to be all taken, and, which is a thing 
without Example, crucified like Slaves. He 
faid, It might have happened , that the Entm) 
bad had a Trick in it, and an Ambufcade, wbitl 
would have much reflected upon the Honour of tit 
Roman Name. So a great Mutiny upon this 
ari/ing in the Army, he came immediately to 
them, and faid, Kill me, if you think fit, tm 
add that Fail more to this Corruption of Di/tb 
pline At which they were all appealed. He 
fhew’d he did not fear them ; and this made 
him to be feared by them; Which added fuel) 
Strength to the Difcipline of the Romans , and, 
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/truck fuCh i Regard on the other fide into the 
Enemy, that they came and begged of the 
Emperor Antoninus an Hundred Tears Peace 
kvmgfed the Satisfaftion to fee thofe very 
Perfomwho had gotten a Vidtorjr over them 

ZlX„^| t i ea 'r-,r V '£* of the 

Rma !*Gsns ral fiitti/elF; becaufe without his 

SfZ y ? ° rd « *™ed 

Shay more of his Severities upon the Sol- 

fa?,? be ‘ ks V n L ‘ /£mi,il “ rmharnm; 

he caufed them to be beaten with Rods in the 

"V ie m<dft of the Cani P» he 
M r5fc J? adSj ° r many times ^eir Hands. 
He forbad them to carry any thing with them 

m an Expedition, befidc Bacon,. Bisket, and 
Vinegar; which if he found they tran/greffed, 
k not a little punsfhed their Luxury. 




A BETTER from the Emperor 
Marcus Antoninus to the Lieute¬ 
nant of Syria, fays thus of him. 

fHave given the Legions of Syria, which Cx- 
»/° R n,a , s V j^ l lan , us M that be found all in, 
Z dtjfofaed in Luxury, and living in all 
(* °f Fleafures, to the Command of A’vidius 
Caflius, W J think, I have not done amifc 
\ m a Man of the Severity and Ditch 
m b f Mrient'Cmi and to fpeak truly 
M * mthotli 
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without the Antient Difcipline, the. Soldiers fan- 
not be well governed. You remember that goal 
Verfe of tie Poet, 

* 

Moribus antiquis res flat Romana viiilis. 

That tt, the Cufioms of our Forefathers, and fuel) 
Perfons as were in thofe days, are the heft Sep 
ports of the Empire of Rome. Do you take ten 
that there be fufficient Provisions laid i up for th 
[did Legions, and if J am not miflaken in Avi- 
'dius Caflius, he is one that will not let tbm 
be loft. 


The ANSWER of the Lieutenant 
to Marcus Antoninus was this. 

I T is well dove, Sir, that your Majefiy hath pi- 
ferred Caflius to the Command of the Legm 
of Syria. For there is nothing fo convenient, tt 
a fevere fort of a Man for thofe, Grecianifed SA• 
diert. He will firip them of all their hot Bath, 
and jhake all their fine Flowers off of their Heel, 
their Necks, and their Bofoms. All the neeefeij 
Provifions for the Legions are ready, and nothin 
will be wanting, fo long as they have fo good * 
Commander over them. 


Nor 
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Nor were they miflaken in their Judgments 
which they had of Avidtus Caffius. He im¬ 
mediately commanded the Soldiers to their 
refpeaive Colours, and publifhed an Order 
that it any one of them was but feen at Daphne. 
he mould be calniered. Every Seventh Day 
he examined their Arms, and Cloaths, and E- 
guipage?. He banilhed all forts of Pleafures 
from the Camp, and unlefs they corre&ed 
their Manners, he affured them , they jhould 
faft the Winter there in their Tents ; which cer- 
lamly had been done, if they had not lived 
more ioberly. He exercifed the whole Cody 
of them every Seventh Day at their Arrows 
and their Arms, It was a miferdble thing, he 
faid, t&af Wrefilers, Huntfmen, and Gladiators 
pould be continually exercifed, and not S'oldters ■ 

It whom their Labours are always the lefs, after 
ihty are once accufiomed to them. Thus corre- 
ding the Difcipline of the Army, and order¬ 
ing all things well in Armenia, Arabia, and 
W> he made himfelfto be beloved by all the 
Eajtern People, efpecially by thofe of Antioch : 
inlomuch, that that City confented to his Af- 
utnption of the Empire, as Marius Maximus 
Jayson the Life of Marcus Antoninus , who in . 

Ins Second Bo6k of the fame Life fays alfo, 
mat when the Robbers of the Parts called Bis - 
«/m in Egypt ,had committed many Diforders 
there, which were heavy upon that Kingdom, 
they were reduced again under fubjeftion by 

Now this Cajjius fet himfelf up in the Eafi Cafliu s u. 
t® be Emperor, fome fay by an Intrigue of 

M; Faufiina , Emf *»* 


t 
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Fqujlina, who defpairing of the .long Life of her 
Husband Manus Antoninus, was in a fear, that 
flie alone Ihould not be ’able to protect her 
Infant-Children, and thaj fomebody Ihould 
come upon the Throne, who would deftroy 
them. But however this is, to rake the Sol¬ 
diers and the People off of their Love to 
Marcus Antoninus, in order to bring them to 
content to him (elf, C ajfius ferved himfolf of 
aq Artifice, which was, to give out, that 
Marcus was dead, and to qualify the Regret 
of his Lo(s,< he mentioned him with the Re- 
fpeft of one made a God. Then as Empe¬ 
ror, hechofo himfelf a Captain of the Guardi, 
and made one of his Sons Governour of the 
City of Alexandria, ■ which Tvvo were after- 
wards both kill’d by the Army, but ft was 
done againfl the Will, and without the Know¬ 
ledge of Marcus Antoninus ; who neither fell 
into any Paffton to hear of the News of the 
Rebellion, nor fought his Revenge uppn the 
Children or Friends of Cajfius. The Senate 
declared hiin an Enemy, and confifoated his 
Elfate, which Marcus Antoninus forbidding to 
be returned into his proper Coffers, it was 
paid by the Order of the Senate into the pub- 
lick Treafury. Some pretended, which (truck' 
a Terror into the City, that in the abfonceof 
Arst'onims, Avidtus Cajfsus, as he was entirely 
beloved by all, excepting the loofer fort of 
Pepple, would come tp Rome, and expofeit 
to Free-Plunder; upon the Account of the 
Senatours qfpecially, who, had declared hjm 
an Enemy, apd confifoated his Eftate. On 

the 
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the . other hand, the Love of Antoninut him¬ 
felf to Cajfsus ; appeared very much in this, that 
when he was killed, and every body, uniefs 
the Citizens of Ataiocb were contented at it 
he was not killed by the Command of him* 
for there is no doubt, but he would have 
fpared him, if it had been in his Power fo to 
do. 

And when his Head was brought to him, clemency 
he did not rejoyce, nor was he elevated, at it of Antoni- 
at all, but on the contrary, he was very forry nui. 
that he was deprived of an occafion to (hew 
his Mercy; and laid. He would rather have 
bad him taken alive , to have convinced him of 
bit Ingratitude, and then faved him . One fold. 

That Antoninus was to blame for being fo fa. 
vourakle to bit Enemy, and to his Enemy's friends 
end Children, and all hit adherents: Adding, 

That if Caflius had got the better, what then ? 

■Antoninus anfwered, tVe have not fo ferved the 
Gods, nor Jo lived, as that it jhould be his luck 
to Conquer us. Upon which he reckoned up 
all the Princes that had been killed, and kid. 

That there were Rea font for which they had de- ’ 
ferved it ; for fcarce ever any good Prince had been 
either killed or conquered by an Ufur per $ for Nero 
deferved it ; Caligula deferved it ; Otho and 
Vitellius were not fit to rygn. He thought as 
much of Galba for his Covetoufnefs, ana foid. 

That Avarice in art Emperor is a mofi bitter 
fault. In fine, not Auguftus Ca:for, nor Tra. 

|an, nor Hadrian, nor Antoninus Pius his Fa¬ 
ther, could ever be furmounted by the. Rebels 
}hf they had many of them) but it wap the Re- 
M 4 belt 
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btls Fate to be defrayed, jomeftme even ‘without 
fbe Knowledge, and contrary to the Will ofthofe 
Princes. So lie defired th£ Senate not to ani- 
madvert too feverely upon the Accomplices of 
the defection of Caffius, wishing that no Se- 
oatour might be put to Death in his Reign- 
which gained him aq extraordinary deal of 
Love. Some few Centurions were punilhd 
and then as for others who were banilW 

‘ them l ' ed thCn ' t0 be re ' Catled and Phoned' 

He pardoned the Antiochian: , who had fo 
nrmly adhered to the IJ/urpation of CalJm 
together with other Cities that had affifted him! 
For tho at the firft he was very angry at the for- 
mer^io as to take away their publick Games.anJ 
many other Ornaments of their City, yet he 
afterward reftored them to them again. He 
,bellowed a Moiety of the Eftate of Caffm m 
on his Sons, and gave his Daughters the Gold, 
Silver, and Je wels. Alexandra, who was one 
ot them, and DSuentianus her Husband, had 

tnnM P ° We j7 r 0 !i 1 - t0 g ° Whitiier ^ 

1 T 1' a n?! ,Ved tn c 1 ie gteate/l Security, no! 
like the Pledges of an Ufurper, but the Chit 

oPth^H r a r Ur * ? e fo,bad thc Pme 
ft?. r fo n ‘ uch wbe cafl in their 

1 eeth, and fome who were rude to them up. 

*fe^ bvl,is0 ^ profc: 


flere 
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Here follows a Letter from the Em- 

peror Marcus, Antoninus to Fetuflina 
his Wife. 

V E,US f‘ rm f r h” ro t* the Truth to me con- 

he (aid. 

That he had a greedy Eye upon the Empire. 
For I fuppofe you have heard, what the ExprtJJet 
bnng 0 f htm. So come thou to Albano, that we 
"for together of Matter, by the WtU of 
the Gods, and fear nothing . # i 

This obviates what Marius Maximus fays of 
Mma ,, who defiring to defame her, makes 
her acceflary to the Ufurpation of CaJJlus. Her 

I m comt fi ra *t to Albano, » morrow, as you 
X command. However, I now advife, that if 

z!z Zf zti Tndif profe r tb " 

felf, that unlefs you opprefs them, tk^wS^ouZ^ 

Another Letter of Fauflina to Marcus 
Antoninus upon the fame Subjeft. 

M T nf t fi er V ? a Z?r 3> in the time °f the 

lerH a if* advifed your Father 

tjirt Pius > ** * fhouldfir ft 
lm b “ kmdne f s to his own Family, a „d next 

A 
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Pardon, when they have committed nothing ? Lit 
them live in fafety, knowing that they live under 
the Reign of Marcus Antoninus. Let them en¬ 
joy the Patrimony of their Parents ,* which hath 
in part been already granted to them. Let them 
have the Gold, the Silver, and the Wardrobe. Let 
them be rich. Let them be fafe. Lit them have 
their full Liberty, and in the fight of all People, 
Let them beat fo many infiancet of mine, and in- 
fiances of your Clemency. Nor is this fuch a great 
Grace, Fathers of the Senate, to grant a Pardon 
to the Wives and Children of perfons Profcribtl 
Ido further defire of you, that (mb of the St- 
natorian, and Equefirian Orders, as have him' 
Accomplices in this Defettion, be Protested aljo lj 
your Authority from Murder, from Profcriptitn, 
from Fear, from Infamy, from Envy, and from 
all kind of Injury, and that you allot* this Honour 
to my Reign, that none upon tbefe accounts art 
killed in it, but who only in the very Tumults are 
killed. 

This great Clemency of his was followed 
by the Senate, with thefe Acclamations. The 
Gods preferve Antoninus the Pious, the Quit: 
fave Antoninus the Merciful. 0 Antoninus' 
the Merciful! the Gods fave yon. ■ Your Maje• 
fty hath refufed .to do what you very well might 
have done : we have done but, what became ut, 
Make Cotnmodus, your Son, Emptroj with you, 
Strengthen your Race. See that your Children 
are fafe. No Force can touch a good Reign. Wt 
beg j be Tribunitian Power for Commoaus An¬ 
toninus. We beg the Prefence of your Maje fa 
with us. We Congratulate you for your thilofo- 

fbs 
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phy, your Patience , your Learning, your Nobility 
pur Innocfice. You conquest your Foes. . You fur- 
mount your Enemies. The Gods fave you. ' 

So the Pofterity of Avidim Cajfius lived in 
Safety., and were admitted unto Honours, tilt' 
Urnodus Antoninus fucceeded after the Death 
of bis Father, and then commanded them all 
to be burnt alive, as much as if he had furpri* 
fed them in the very Aft of fome Treafon. 

This then is what we have found concer¬ 
ning Avidsus Cajfius, who in his Temper was* 
always .various, but more Specially propenfe 
to Correction and Cruelty: But yet if he had 
carried the Empire, he would have been flatter¬ 
ed with the Name^ of not only of a Gracious, 
but an Ufeful, and an Excellent Prince. 


A Letter to his Son-in-Law, which 
he writ in the time, that he ailed 
the Emperof>is in part as folftDws. 

| T Nhappy State! How miferably does it fuffer 
J*- T dt r r f h { profit he Rich, and Mess thsrfi- 
n { t0 be f° ? Marcus is an excellent Perfon truly - 
Jft 1° f et bim f tl f the Title of Merciful , fuffers 

till 1°wit** Lt J e> con(ltmm at the fame 

nL r b u tU iT} hat Lucius Caffius > vbofe 
i,H.IS*™* th ° 1 am “worthy of it? Where 
n-r "Marcus Cato, the Cenfor i Where is all the 
of our Fore fathers , which decayed long 
f °» bu \ mw « not fomuch as asked for ? Marcus 
ntonmus Philofopbifes, and BifpHtes about Clt - 

* mney 
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mency and the Soul, f 0 Jujltce and Honejly ; a#,/ w . 
wr of the State » Tw /«store » |e^ of a /,. 

vert Hand, to reduce things to the Condition thj 
were in in anient Times. For my fart, 1 wifi t, 
• thofe Presidents of the Provinces, all the Chaf fy, 
went that they •edeferve. What can I think thin 
froconfuls, or think them Freftdents, who live, a 
if the Provinces were given them by the Stmt, 
and by Marcus the Emperor* only to be Luxurim 
in, and to get to be Rich •? Tou have heart if 
*■the Captain of the Guards to our Philofopber. Hi 
who three Days before was a Beggar, and a fwt 
Rat, ss now become a rich Man on a fuJJtn, 
From whence, I fray, but out> of tht Bowels tf 
the State, and the Fortunes of the People of tht Pro 
Vinces? Well, let them be Rich, kt them beWd 
thy, they will fo much the more enrich the pub 
flick Coffers. The Gods favour only ah honefl Catift, 
andthe Friends of Caffius Jhall rtftore the Etnpirt. 

; , This letter very well lhews,what a drift fort 
of an Etoperor Caffm would have made, if In 
had reigned. 





THE 


* 


•THE 

Life and Reign 

OF.TflE 

EMPEROR 

Commodm Antoninus , 


/ELIUS LAMPiypiUS; 

Addrqffed tp the 

EMPE R'O R 

DIOCLESIAN. 

+ 

A S for jvhat concerns the Family of 
L\ Ctmmodtft Antoninus, we have fpofcen 
C\, fufficiently already upon that Head in 
the Life of his Father Marcus, He 
T a$ born at Lav'mia, the Day before the Ca- 
cnds of September $ under the ConfiiHhips of 


# 


His Ex - 
tratltom' 










* . 


176 The Life and Reign of the Vbl. I 

his Father and his Uncle. It is laid, his^rand- 
father by his Mother’s fide had beefi formerly 
born jtt the’lame place. When FSuftina was 
big of him, Ihe dreamt, She jhould be brngk 
to Bed of two Serpent /, but thtif one of them 
more Furce than the other. So Ihe was brought 
to Bed of Commodus and Antoninus , at one 
Birth; the latter died at four Years of Age, 
and yet the Mathematicians had promifed^im 
by his Stars, an equal Fortune and Life with 
tyromodus. 

His Vre- Marcus Antoninus educated Commodus as well,; 
cettors. according to his own Precepts, as to thole 01 
1 the great and the bell Men, O neftcritus w# 
his Mailer in the Greek; Capella Antiftim in 
. the Latin, and Atteius Sanftus, in Rhetorick- 
But as many Mailers as he had in.the good 
Arts, they fignified nothing to him; wnethet 
the Fault was in his natural Genius, or in thole 
who had the ConduCl of his Youth at the 
Court. For from a Boy, he was Naught, Fil- 
- thy, Crqel, Lewd without Shame > at the fame 
time, Excellent at things not belonging to the 
Quality ofan-Emperor, as Glafs-making, Pan- 
cing, Singing, Playing upon the Pipe; a Buf¬ 
foon, and a Gladiator in Perfection* He gave 
an early mark of his Cruelty at Csitita Veccbit, 
in. the Twelfth Year of his Age; when Ba-i 
thing, and the Water happening fo be a little 
too hot, lie commanded his Servant to take 
the Man that attended the Bath, and throw 
him into the Furnace: In whole Read, the Ser¬ 
vant threw in a Sheep skin, which he did, to 
make him believe, that it was indeed the 

Bagnio- 
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Bagnio man, by the filthinels of the Stench. 

He had the Title of Cafar given him, when a 
Boy, together with Verus, a Brother of his; 
and in his Fourteenth Year, he was entred in- 
to-the College of the Pnefts. 

He was declared Prince of the Roman Youth. 
at the fame time that he put on the Man’s, 
that is, the Roman Gown; before which, he 
had#lready given a Largels to the People. He 
put on that Gown upon the Nones of July 
the Day that Romulus died, and the Year that 
CaJJius revolted from Marcus Antoninus • He 
went with his Father into Syria and Egypt. 
and returned with him again back to Rome. 

Then by a Dilpenfatioti of the Law, as to his 
Age, he was made Conful; and upon the Fifth 
ri/L- ^ a J enf k December, under the Con* 
lullfiips of Pollio and Aper, he was declared Em- IIo is do: 
pcror in Conjunction with his Father, and tri- daredEm- 
umphed with him; the Senate having de- T cro ff.c. 
creed it lo to his Honour. He went with his 
Father to the German War: But as for luch 
of the Officers of his Court, and of his At¬ 
tendants, as were Perfons of Virtue, he could 
never endure them. All the word fort of Men 
ne gladly kept in his Service; and if they were 
removed fiom him, he was lick till he had 
them again. Hence he made a Tavern and His De- 
t bawdy fioule continually of the Court, ne* bandmj. 
w (paring for Coll or Modelly; playing at 
uice, and hiring the lewd Women of the 
i°wn, which were any thing pretty, to be with 
5V? n \ ake a Sport with in all manner 
Debauchery. Sometimes he went about 
N the 
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the Markets with fraall Wares like a Pedlar; 
fometimes he was a Horfe* Merchant, feme- 
times he drove his own Chariots in the Goad 
men’s Cloaths. He eat and drank with Gla- 
diators, pimped to the Whores with Walhej, 
and appeared to be born rather for the 
infamous ufes, than for that Place unto which | 
Fortune raifed him. 

He turned off at his coming to the Empire, 
his Father’s old Servants, and nis old Friend), 
And one day he made an attempt upon lb 
Modefty of a Son of Salvias Julianas, who 
was one of his Commanders. But being & 
pulled, he ever after (luck upon the skim of 
his Father. AH the belt (ore of Men at) 
the Court were turned away, either in 
grace, or by removing them td lother pi; 
which were unworthy of them. The Mimicb 
represented him, as a Burdafii, for which b 
prefentlv baniflied them. He quitted the Wat 
which his Father had almoft finilhed, d 
granted to the Enemy every thing that the) 
defired, and then came to Rome ; where when 
he triumphed, he had one Soaterus in the Chi' 
riot with him at his back, to whom he mjnj 
times turned about, and killed him publicityj 
and lo he did in the Cirque. In the Evening 
he gave himfelf the Liberty to run up 
down to the Taverns and the Bawdy-houfes; b 
made Men Governours of the Provinces, who 
were either the Companions of his Grimetj 
or recommended by as ill as thole that wertj 
which brought him Co much on the one ‘ 
into the hatred, and on the other into tli 

contemp 
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tempt of the Senate, that he let himfelf in 
Revenge upon the deftruaion of that great 
Order. 

In fine, the Cruelty of Commodut was a 
thing that moved Quadrat™ and Lucilla to en¬ 
ter into a Confpiracy to kill him, not without 
the privity of Tarruntinut Vat emus the Captain 
of the Guards. The care of giving him the 
fatal flow, was committed to Claudius Pompeia- 
nus his Kinfman; who going in to him with 
a Ponyard, prepared for that purpofe, as he 
had his Opportunity to ftrike, he broke out 
firft into tnele Words, The Senate fends you this: 
whereby detecting his Defign too loon, he A ConM. 
tailed to accomplilh it, the Company taking taQ > a ~ 
the Part of Commodut. Upon this in the firft if*# Mm 
place, Vompeiams and Quadrat™, were put to d ^ eafed ‘ 
Death ; then Norbana, and Nor bonus, with Fa. 
remand his Mother; and Lucilla was banifh- 
ed. Another Reafon of Commodut his falling 
into fo great an odium, being upon the Ac¬ 
count of Saoterus, whofe Power the People of 
could' not brook; the Captains of the 
Guards very civilly drew this Man out of the. 

Gourt, under the colour of going to affift at 
lome Sacrifice, and as he was returnirig back 
igain, their Spies (that they had fet) fell up- 
)n him, and killed him* This was wor/e taken 
>y Commodut, than the Confpiracy that had 
been form d againft himfelf5 and looking up¬ 
on Tarruntinus Vatetnut to be the Author of 
Ms he was, and privy alfo to the intended 
A, la(unation of his own Perfon, he firft re- 
>vad him from his Place and Power of Cap- 
N * tain 
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fain of the Guards, by the way of doing him 
the Honour to niake him a Senatour, ( becaul: 
thefe two Places were then inconhftent with 
one another) and in a few days after, he 
charged him, not only with the laid Conlpi 
racy, but with promifing his Daughter in mar 
riage to .the Son of Julianas, in, order as he 
pretended, that the Empire Ihouid be tranf 
fared upon Julianas. So both Pattmss, and 
Julianus, and Vitruvius Secundus t who was i 
particular Friend of Paternus, and who was 
one of the Secretaries to Commodus > were put 
to Death. All the Houfe of the Quintilsi rat 
extinguifhed, except Sextus the Son of Conk 
tjus QutnuliUi who parted under the notion« 
being dead. Vitrafta Faufiina , Velius Rufus, and 
Eltta'ius Capita were put to Death ; the latter 
of which had been a Conful. The Coni 
ts£milius Justus, and Mtilius Severn were 
banifhed, and many others were feverely treat 
ed in divers ways. 

-Commodus did not fo eafily appear after th 
* in Publick, nor fuffer himfelf to be fpokej 
with upon any Bufinefs, but what was fw 
, referred to Perennts ; who knowing very * 
the Inclinations of his Matter, took the 0 
portunity which was now in his hands, toa 
grandize his own Perfon. He periuadedC 
mdsss,- that he had nothing to do, but to f 
fue his Plealiues, while'he took care oft 
Affairs of the State, to which Commodus a 
fonted without Difficulty. So Commodus 
ving with his Three Hundred Concubines,’ 
the handlomeft he could get of the 
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and the Miftrettes of the Town, and with , 

Three Hundred other Bar flaccid's which he' 
had collected indifferently out of the Plebeians- 
and the Gentry by their Beauties, patted his 
time in Revels, and in Feafts, and the Baths ; 
fometimes he butchered the Sacrifices himfelf, 
in the ftead of the Sacrificator, wliofe Office 
that was; fometimes he fought upon the pub- 
lick Stage with the Gladiators at Foils, and 
fometimes at home with own Servants at 
(harps. Perennis was the Miniltcr in the mean. 
time that did every thing. Whom he would, he 

put to Death; others he plundered. Me fub- 
verted all the Laws, and whatever he took, he- 
utit into his own Pocket. As for Commodus,, 
e fir ft ravifhed, and then killed, his Sifter,//;; /«. 
Lucilla. He violated in like manner the reft, ccjls. 
of his own Sifters, and lay with a Coufin- 
German of his Fathei-s, and gave the Names 
of his Mother and of his own Wife to one 
of his Concubines; which Lady he afterwards 
taking great with another Man, lie turned her 
off, baniihed .her, and then lulled her. Yet 
he jiath other times commanded his own 
Concubines to be'enjoyed by others in his 
feljt,* nor was he without the moft fcandalous 
ufe of Boys, fie corrupted himfelf with both 
the Sexes, in every part of his Body, even to 
his Mouth* Claudius Pompeianus., whole Son 
had gone into the Chamber to hiift with the 
Poinyard, was let upon, as if it were by 
Thieves at this time, and killed, M^ny other 
Senators were, without Law or judgment up¬ 
on them, executed, and ionic rich Ladies. Q* 

N 3 then 
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thers in the Provinces were for their Richer, 
firft falfly accufed, then plundered or killed. 
And if they wanted a Crime to fallen upon 
them, it was enough to fay, that they had re- 
fufed to affign the Inheritance of their Eftates 
to the Emperor. 

The Affairs of Samatia about this time 
paffed very well, which Perennis attributed to 
the Condu& of his Son there, when indeed 
the Honour of it was due to the other Com- 
Perennis manders. But at Jaft this Perennis , who Was 
Jim. fo Omnipotent in the Government, having 
difplaced fome Senatours to put in others Win 
were of the Equeftrian Order, to command 
in the Army that ferved in the War in Gm 
Britain ; ana the thing being remonftrated i- 
gainft by their Deputies, he Was on a fuddfli 
declared an Enemy of the Army, and deli¬ 
vered up to be torn in pieces by the Soldiers; 
and Cleander, one of the Officers of the Bed- 
Chamber, was appointed to fucceed in his 
>Iace. Then after the Death of Perennis and 
ns Son, Who was alio killed, Commodus re¬ 
minded feveral of his Ads, as if they had net 
jeen done by his Order, and as if ne was re- 
cllablilhing all things in their firft Eftite. 
But he could not hold on this fhew and pre¬ 
tence of Repentance above Thirty Days; 
* committing worfe things afterwards by the 
Cleander Miniftry of Cleander , than he had before bf 

inUifhi of ! perennh - It *as ih his Miniftry ordy 
tiijlry ' Cleander had fucceeded to Perennis. Fof 
as for his Place of Captain of the Guard)) 
Niger had that, and polftffed it, they fay, bit 

fir 
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fix hours; For the Captains of the Guards 
were changed daily and hourly ; Commdut 
carrying himlelf in every thing now, worfe 
than he had done before. Martins Quart at 
was Captain of the Guards five Days; the 
reft that followed after him, were either re¬ 
tained or put to Death at the Pleafure of 
Cleander ; by whofe Authority, manumitted 
Slaves were brought into the Senate, and made 
Patricians. We had then Five and Twenty 
Gonfulsin One Year, which was never known 
before. The Governments of all the Provinces 
were fold. For Cleander made a Sale of every 
thing for Money. He re called what Exiles 
he pleafed, and put them into Offices, and re¬ 
minded the A&s of the Courts. He prevailed 
fo much over the Weaknefs of Commodus , chat 
when Byrrbut , who was Commodus's, Sifter’s 
Husband, took the Liberty to blame his Mi¬ 
niftry, and to tell Commodut what had been 
done, he made no more, but charged him 
with High-Treafon in Revenge for it, upon 
which he put him to Death, and many others 
with him, who had flood in the Defence of 
him. Amongft the reft was t^butianus the 
Captain of the Guards, in whofe place Clean - 
hr himfelf fucceeded in Conjun&ion with 
Two others of his own nomination; which 
was the firft time that there were Three Cap¬ 
tains of the Guards together, and one of thofc 
was a late Slave made free. 

But at length Cleander al(b met with that 
end that his Life deferved. For having by 
Treachery, and upon falfe Accufations, con* 

N 4 detuned 
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dejrined and put to Death Arritis Antoninus 
the Proconful of Afta, in favolir of Atallus, 
at virhich the People were fo incenfed. that 
Commodus could not fuftain the Envy that it 
had brought upon him; he was delivered up 
as a Sacrifice to the People, and Apolauftut 
and others of his Creatures about the Court, 
were killed with him. Amongft other things 
that he had done, he gave- hirofelf the Liber, 
‘y to u fc his Mailers own Concubines, by 
whom he had Children, who after his Death 
were lolled, together with their Mothers. His 
Succeflburs were Julianius and Regillus, who 
were afterwards alfo killed byCommodus. The 
lame Fate befel Servilius and Duillius, with all 
that belonged to them. Then he killed Antiin 
Lupus, Petronius Mamertinus, Suras , and Am 
ninus, who was his Sifters Son by Mamcrtm, 
Then he put to Death fix others at once, who 
had all been Confuls, to wit,Allius Fufcus,Ctlk 
Felix, Luceiut Torcjuatus, Lartius" Eurtpianus)Vt< 
lerius Baffianus, and PaftumeiusMagnus, together 
with all thole that belonged to them, lit 
Afta he put to Death Sulpitius Crajfus , the Pro- 
conful; Julius Proculus , and Claudius Lucanm t 
a Conlul. ^ He put to Death FaujHna Ann'u, 
hi* Father s Coulin-German in Achaia, and an 
infinite Number of others. He had marked 
out Fourteen others ready for the Slaughter, 
then when his own time came, and when 
the Roman Empire with all its Povfrer was no 
longer able to fuftain his Weight. 

Now I 


Now whilft tliefe things paft, the Senate in 
fecret Derifion of him, upon his making his 
Mothers Gallant a Conful^ called him the 
Psm Commodus ; and when he had cut off Commo- 
ftrtnnis, they called him the Happy Commodus. 4,115 ft**" 
So this Pious, this Happy Commodus, to add to 
the many Murders that he had committed dai- ,Ze. 

)y, as if he was a New Sylla, contrived and 
invented a Plot upon himlelf, for an occafion 
ftill or Murdering more. By flattery they fti- 
led him like wile, Conquerour of the Britains 
when the Britains would have let up an Em¬ 
peror againft him. They called him the Ro. 
mn Hercules, becaufe he had flain Wild Bealls 
in the Amphitheatre at Lwuwifl • which was 
a common Exploit with him. He arrived to 
that degree of Vanity, that he would have 
the City of Rome to be called the Colony of 
Cmmodus ; which was a thing that he was 
put upon amidft his Gallantries with Martia 
his Miftrefs. He drove in Perfon the Cha¬ 
riots in the Races in the Cirque. He ap- 
psared tn publick in. a: Dalmatick, which is 
an effeminate* Habit, and gave the Signal to 
the Chariots to ftart. When he fignified his 
Pleafure to the Senate about New Naming 
the City of Rome, Colonia Commodiana, they 
pretended, not only willingly to accept the 
Propofition, but called by derifion their own 
Alfembly, the Houfe of Commodus, and him 
nothing left than a Hercules and a God. 

He once pretended, that he would make a 
I v 7 a 3 e ,nto ^f r * ca % but it was for no other 
pnd, than under that pretence, he might exaft 

Moneys 
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Money for his Charges, as he did, and (pent 
it when he had done, in Feafting and Gaming, 
He poy foned Motiltnus. a Captain of the Guards 
with a Fig. He had his Statues let up in th e 
Habit of a Hercules, and they facrificed to him 

His as to a God., He obferved the Sacrifices of Ifu 
infomuch, that he lhaved his Head, and bor; 

Prank, the Image of Ambit upon his Shoulders about 
the City. He obliged the Priefts of Bellotu, 
out of a Spirit of cruelty, really, to cut and 
flafh their Arms; and the Priefts of lfis, to beat 
theirBreafts with Pines, in earneft, till they had 
almoft killed .themfelves. As he affifted at the 
carrying about of the Image of Ambit, he di¬ 
verted nimfelf with giving the Priefts now and 
then, a good knock with the Head of it. Old 
Men that were lame and weak that they could 
not walk, he took, and d refled them up fo, that 
with the Clouts and Patches which he put about 
them, they looked like lb many Dragons, and 
then he made it his Sport to fhoot them through 
with Darts. He polluted the Sacrifices of the 
Sun with real Homicides; whereas what at o* 
ther times is ufed to be laid or afted there of 
that kind, is only a Matter of Shew. 

From an Infant, he was ravenous and diflp* 
lute; he debauched all forts of Perfons that 
came about him; and if any dared to deride 
him, he call them to the Wild Beafts, He did 
this to one who had but read to him the Life pf 
Caligula put of Suetonius, becaufe it appeared* 
that he and Caligula were born upon the fame 
day. If any one had happened to lay, Wouli 
l mat dead, he put him to death at his word, 

* whether 
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whether he would or no. He was a pernicious 
Man in his Jefts. He flalhed open a fat Man 
crols the Belly, for the Curiofity to lee in an 
inftant his great Guts. When he had cut off 
a Leg of any one, he faid, He wot now of the 
Nation of the Monopodii; and when he had 
cut out an Eve, he called him Lufcinius (z 
Nightingal) by an allufion to the word Lufcus, 
which fignifies one-eyed. He murdered many 
in a way of gayety in places up and down: 
fometimes becaufe he met them ill drefled, feme- 
times on the contrary, becaufe they lookt no- 
'“? fnd handfome. He was pleafcd with Men 
of oblcene Names, and often kifled them. He 
had one Man with him called Own, who ex¬ 
ceeding in a private Part.the meafure of almoft 
any Animal, he was extremely dear and kind 
to him , and preferred him .to be the Ruler over 
the Priefts of Hercules Rufticsts. 

With humane ordure it is faid, he defi- 
^ often his beft Dilhes of Medt, and then 
pleated himfelf in drawing in the Company to 
e . jC of them. He pulht Julianus a Captain of 
the Guards, into a Pond in his Gloaths, as he 
was waiting; and at another time he comma* 

Jed him to Dance naked before his Gone* 
bines, playing upon a Cymbal, with his Face 
disfigured. He feldom was without all forts of 
Beans, Peafe and Pulfe-meats at his Table, for 
the benefit of their provocativenefi, He bathed 
Jeven or eight times a day,and fometimes eat in 
[hef very Baths. He polluted the Temples of the 
bods with Whorddoms, and Murders; fome- 
times he pretended to play theSurgeon, and 

to 
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to let Blood: but then he cut ofF an Ear, or 
a Nofe, with the Inftruments. The Months 
of the Year were new-named by his Flatter¬ 
ers, according as he was pleated to have them. 
Augufi was called Commodus, September was 
called Augufi, OSlober was called Hercules , No¬ 
vember was called Invincible , December was 
called Exuperatorius, and January Amazonim: 
which lad Title was one that was occafioned 
by his Concubine Martia ; whom he fell in 
love with, by feeing her pictured in the drefs 
of an Amazon; for which reafon he forae- 
times alio appear’d in the Amphitheatre himfelf* 
in an Amazonian Drefs. He entred the Lifts 
with the Gladiators, and hath been as mucli 
pleas’d to be huzza’d by the Mob upon thofe 
times, as if he had received a Triumph. He 
pra&ifed the Weapons in the Common School, 
where the Gladiators learn them. Every time 
that he Fought.he ordered it to be entred up¬ 
on the Publick Records; and in all, it is 
laid, he Fought (even hundred and thirty five 
times. ■ . 

He was. created the Cafar, the fourth of 
the Ides of Qftober, under the Confulfhips of 
Pudens$ nd P0M0.1 He received the honour pf 
the Title of Conqueror of the Germans upon 
the lameldesj 'in the Confulfhips of Maximi 
and OtpkitusA* He paft into the Colleges of 
the Priefts updn the thirteenth of the Calends 
of November, when Pifo and julianuf were 
Confuls, He went into Germany , the i-f. 
of the(£alendspf June (which Month he afi 
terwards called tASlius) under the Confulfhips 
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of the lame Perfons. He put on the Roman 
Gown, and was declared Emperor in Gon- 
jun&ion with his Father, the fifth of the Ca¬ 
lends of December , when Pollio and Aper were 
Confuls, which was then the fecond Conful- 
fhip of Pollio. He triumphed upon the tenth 
of the Calends of January, the fame Perfons 
being Confuls. He went his fecond Journey 
into Germany , the third of the Nones of Au- 
guft, when Orphitus and Ruff its were Confuls. 

And as he was thinking upon a third Expedi¬ 
tion, the Senate and the People of Rome de- 
tained him from it. Together with thefe things, 
it is upon Record, that he fought in Publick 
before his Father died, three hundred fixty and 
five times- He * did it again fo often after¬ 
wards, and ftill with fuccels, that he f'ubfcribed 
himfelf the Conqueror of a tboufand Gladia . 
tcrs. He killed many Thoufands of wild 
Beafts of. divers forts with his own hand, a- 
mongft the reft Elephants; and this he did 
often, in the fight of all the People of Rome. 

In all thefe things as vigorous as he was, His great 
he had yet a Rupture in his Scrotum , fo large Strength,' 
that one might difcern it through his Silks. 

Many Verfes were made upon him, which Mai 
fins Maximus hath Collected with care. His 
ftrength in killing the wild Beafts was fuch, 
that at once he hath ftruck an Elephant thro’ 
with his Spear, and pierced the Horn of a 
wild Goat with his Lance, and killed thoufands 
of great wild Beafts, one after another, at a 
blow. He came to the Theatre and Amphi¬ 
theatre often in Women’s Cloaths, in which 

he 
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he impudently called for Wine, and drank in 
the fight of all the Company. It vras thus I 
that he pad his time, whilft bis Lieutenants 
abroad overcame the Moon and the Daca 
and compofed the Troubles of Pannonia. For 
the Provinces of Great Britain, Germany and 
Dacia, had endeavoured to rejedt the Yoak of 
his Empire: but his Lieutenants quieted them, 
Hit Heg- He did not care to trouble himfelf fo much as 
ligttwe. t0 fubfcribe his Difpatches, In many of whidi 
he ufed the fame form ; and in feveral of hi 
Letters all that he writ was the word Pm 
wel. 

By this fort of Negligence, and with tint 
wafte of Provifions together, which was made 
by thofe who were in Power under him, there 
arofe a great fcarcity at Rome, in a year that 
was not itfelf unfruitful. So upon this, he 
put feveral that had made that wafte,to Death, 
and Confifcated their Eftates. Then he let 
fened the Prices of thingsj but that made the 
Scarcity dill greater. Many in his time bought 
off another’s Puniihment, and purchafed their 
own fafety with Money. He made Money 
by Commutations of one Puniihment foe 
another, and by the Sepultures of the dead, 
and by putting to death lome in others deads 
He fold the Governments of the Provinces: 

E art of the Money going to thofe by whom 
e fold them, and part tohimfelf: He fold to 
fome Perfons the MafTacre of thofe they 
hated,; and by his example, his Servants made 
a Sale of the Jfuftice of the Courts. He did 
not long continue either Tatemut or Pererniu, 

Captain) 


I Vol. I. Emperor Commodus Antoninus. i 9 : 

Captains of the Guards. Neither did any of 
their Succeflors, keep in fo long as three en¬ 
tire years under him: becaufe he difpatched 
them either with Poyfon, or the Sword : and 
with the fame facility he chang’d the Go¬ 
vernors of the City of Rome. ■ 

He made nothing of putting to death the 
Officers of his Houfhold, though they were 
Men who had been ufed to advife him in all 
thmgs. One of them, by name E/efimo! 
v£lws Latm, perceiving this, refolved to be 
before Hand with him, and fo engaged with 
the Party that Gonfpired to his death. Befides. 
he had this Cudom with him, that every 
thing he dtd, though never fo Bafe, Impure, 

Gruel, Gladiator, or Pimp-like, he order’d 
it to be entred upon the Records of the City 
One day fighting as a Gladiator, and fancy¬ 
ing that the People derided him, he had given 
Orders to Maffacre them all upon the place, 
and burn the City: which had been Executed 
but that the Captain of the Guards deterred 
him from it; He hath been called fix hundred 
times by the name of Pat us, that is, the name 
ot the Chief of the Gladiators: and tri¬ 
umphed in it. 

The Prodigies that attended his Reign, whe- 
diet Pubhck or Private ones, were thefe. A Proim e , 
Comet appear d. The Statues of the Gods in »» &t 
me Forum moved their Feet, as if they had a 
mmd to be gone. An exceflive heat of Wea- 

darL' Calends of January a great 

darknefs on a fudden covered the Cirque. 

Uminous Birds came in the night. He re¬ 
moved 
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moved out of the Palace; because, he laid, 
he could not poffibly fleep there, unto a Houfe 
upon Mount Calius. The Temple of Janui 
opened of it felf, and the Marble Image of 
. Anubts appeared to move. The Brazen Statue 
of Hercules, which is at one of the Gates of 
Rome, Sweat for feveral days. An Owl ap¬ 
peared over his Bed-chamber, both at Rmt 
and at Lavinia. He obliged Perfons to come 
to the Games of the Gladiators, not in that 
Gowns,but in fuch other Coats as they ordina¬ 
rily were at Funerals, and prefided at them 
himfelf drefled in Black. His Helmet fell off 
of his Head twice at the Gate called the Gate 
of Death, through which the dead are car¬ 
ried out of the City. 

At length, although too too late, Squintsi 
tASliut Latus the Captain of the Guards, anil 
Martia, one of the Concubines of Gornmok , 
entred upon a Confpiracy to kill him. They 
firft gave him Poyfon; but that operating in- 
effe<5tually, they ftrangled him by the Hands 
of one with whom he was ufea to Wreftle 
for Excrcife. 

He was of a juft fize and (hape of Body, a 
heavy fottilh fort of a Look, no fine Difcourfe, 
yellow Hair, which he ufed Art with to make 
it ftill yellower: his Beard he took off him* 
felf, for fear of trufting to a Barber. Both 
the Senate and the People defir’d to have him 
drag’d, and thrown into the Tjber : but Pff- 
tinax buried him in the Sepulchre of Hi- 
drian. 

There 
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There are no Works of his extant, befides 
the Baths, which Cleander built in his name. 
He did not fb much as perfect thofe of his 
Father. Where he had cut his own name 
rupon the Works of others, the Senate erafed 
it again. He fet up a Corn-fleet to Carthage, 
to he for a relief, in cafe that other from Alex- 
indria, and the Corn from thence ihould 
chance to fail: upon which he ridiculoufly 
called the City of Carthage, Alexandria Com- 
rnda Togata, and this Fleet of his Commodiana 
Herculea, He added fome Ornaments to the 
Statue of the Sun, which were all afterwards 
abolilhed. In the Place of the Head of Nero 3 
he had put up his own upon the Body of it, 
with all his empty Titles at the bottom; not 
forgetting that of his Gonquefts over fo many 
Gladiators, and that of Amazonius , which 
he took from his Miftrefs. All which not- 
withftanding the Emperor Severn, who was 
one that in no wife indeed differed from his 
Dame, made this Prince a God, out of his 
oppofition, as It is fuppofed, to the Senate: 
and he appointed him the fame Chief Prieft, 
under the fame Title, to ferve him, that 
Cw modus had provided for himfelf before he 
died. 

He left behind him three Sifters. The fame 
Emperor Severnt ordered the Anniversary of 
his Birth to be $>bferved. The Imprecations 
of the Senate againft him after his death were 
extraordinary : and becaufe it is fit to know 
mem, I will let them down out of Marius 
Maximm, together with the Decree of the 
penate, 0 Lt t 
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The Se- Let the Enemyof his Country be degrad _ t 

nate's De- fa fj 0 t f 0rj . Let the Parricide be 4 e graded of faj 

creeuton j^ gmfK j^ et fhe Parricide be dragged. Anf- 
nemy of his Country, a Parricide , a Gladitoor, 
let him Rot upon the Dunghil. An Enemy of th 
Cods. A Butcherer of the Senate. An Entnj 
of the Gods. A Parricide of the Senate. A, 
Enemy of the Gods. An enemy of the Senate- A 
Gladiator , to the Dunghil. He Murdered tb 
Senators , throw him to the Dunghil ; drag lie 
about the Streets. He murdered the Innm I, 
drag him about the Streets. An Enemy, a te- 
ricide, that fpared not bis own Blood, let lit 
he dragged about the Streets. He who would km 
murdered your Majefiy, let him be dragged dm 
the Streets Your Majefiy was in the Jamtfut 
with us, in the fame danger with us. Prejtm 
Pertinax, thou mofi great, mofi excellent Jupi¬ 
ter; fowe alfojhall be fafe. We Congratulate lit 
Fidelity of the Guards. We Congratulate the ?re- 
torian Bands. We Congratulate the Roman Ar¬ 
mies. We Congratulate the Piety of the Senate, l/t 
the Parricide be dragged. Wt beg of your Mijt- 
fly, that the Parricide may be dragged. Wt 
this , that the Parricide be dragged. Hear w, 
Cxfar; the Delatours to the Lions! HearuiCz 
far ; Delators to the Lions! Hear us Oacfar ( 
Speratus to the Lions. We Congratulate the Vi- 
Story of the People of Rome. We Congratultlt 
the Fidelity of the Soldiers. We Congratulsli 
the Fidelity of the Guards. We Congratulate lb 
Pratorian Bands. Down every where wilbll 
Enemies Statues. Down every where with ll 
Parricide's Statues. Down every where with lb 

7 Old 
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Gladiator's Statues. Down \with the Statues of 
the Gladiator, and the Parricides. Let the mJ. 
dm of hts People be dragged. Let the Pans - 
adeofhs. People be dragged. Down with the 
.Statues of the Gladiator. Under your Majefiy 
m are fafe. Now we are-Free - now we are 
Secure; and the Delators in fear. Let the De¬ 
lators be ever ,n fear, and we in fafety ; De- 
grade them, Cudgel tbem> cafi them to the Li- 
My Cudgel them to death. 

Let the memory of the Parricide, the Gladia- 
tor, be abolijhed Let the Statues of the Par - 
mde > tbe ' Gladiator -, he taken down. Let the 
memory of the filthy Gladiator be aboliflied. The 
Gladiator, to tU.Dunghil. Hear, Qcfar, let the 
Mmberer be dragged about jbe Streets. Let the 
Murtberer of the Senate be 'dragged about the 
Directs, after the manner of-old. He who was 
Crueller than Domitian, and Filthier than Nero; 

r,,' thut le \ htm M'er. Let the Memories 
of toe Innocent be prtferved with Honor. We 
ty'ch your Majefiy, re (lore the Honor, of the In - 
mm. Let the Car cafe of the Parricide be drag - 
Fd about the Streets. Let the dead Body of tbe 
Mediator be dragged about the Street,. Let the 
n, e .,°f Gladiator be thrown upon tbe, 

“"1 t. Ask , ask us all, if we do not all 
, t0 ?* lagged about the Streets. He 
l ™ered all forts of Perfons, let him be 
ragged about the Streets : that fpared no Age _ 

* b i m , J r fZg e d about the Streets , that fpared 
OCX, let him be dragged about the Streets: 
j W. arer not bit own Blood, let him be drag- 
about the Streets. He who Plundered the 
O a . Temples $ 
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Temples, let hint he dragged about the Strettu 
that abolifed the laft Tefiaments of the deal, i 
let him be dragged about the Streets: that rcbbti 
the living, lei him be dragged about the Struth 
We have been Slaves to his Slaves ; He wit 
fold the Lives of his People, let hint be draggd 
about the Streets : that took the Money, and ;« 
kept not his faith , let him be dragged about tli 
Streets. He who fold the Senate, let him It 
dragged'about the Streets: that deprived Chillm 
of the Inheritance of their Fathers, let him it 
dragged about the Streetsi Delators, Inform:, 
Suborners of falfe Witnejfes, be for ever bamjbti 
the Senate . Even your Majefty hath been in 
the fame fear with us. You know aU tbty, 
You have feen the good, and the had. You km 
all things. Amend all things. We have bin 
in fear for you. ■ O happy we in your Life eni 
Reign! This about the Parricide, it the Advice fit 
Judgment , the Decree of us all round. We begjm 
Prefence among us. The Innocent lye u»burul\ 
let the Carcafe of the Parricide be dragged. Us 
Parricide bath pulled the very Dead out of tbiit 
Graves, let the Carcafe. of the Parricide be drawl 
But the Body of C ommodus being now* 
fiver by Livius Larenfit his Servant, delivered 
into the hands of Fabius Chile, the Conflict 
Was privately buried in the night by the orda 
of Pertinax. Hereupon the Senate exclaimed, 
By whofe doing is this, that he is Buried ? U 
tbs Parricide be taken up again out of the plw 
where he is, and be dragged. Then Ciueia 
Severus faid. He is Buried againfi Law : as I 
fay this, as a High-Brief, the whole Ctlltgt <f 
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tbt Priefis fays the fame: And I am further ob¬ 
liged to declare and pronounce, That as he lived 
to the dejtruition of the People and his own fame 
his Statues are every where to be deftroyed, de¬ 
frayed : His Name to be erafed out of all the pub- 
lick and private Monuments, and the Monthi of 
the Year to return to be called- by the oldhamls 
tbty had, wpen firfi thif Pefi befel she State. 
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JULIUS CAPITOLINUS 

, * 

P XJblius Helvius Tertinax was the Son of 
Helvius Succejjus, who was the Son of 
a late Slave made free. He had tho 
Name of Pertinax given him by his Ft 
ther, from nothing but his wilful and pertihi- 
cious adherence for a long time, to the pool 
Occupation of his Father, which was drying 
and burning of Wood, and making of Char- 
cpal. He was born in a Village in the Ap 
Vine ; and at the fame time, an Accident hap¬ 
pened at his Birth, which moved his Father 
7 ' " .to 
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to go to an Aftrologer to enquire about his 
Fortune; who telling him fuch great and fuch 
extraordinary things of him, as were part his 
belief, he laid, he had but flung away his Mo* 
ney in confuting him. Alter he had be¬ 
gun to take to Letters, and had fludied A- 
richmetick and Greek, and was put into the 
hands of Sulpitius Apollinaris, he came to be 
a Profeflor of Grammar himfelf But making 
but little Advantage by it, he changed that 
courfe of Life, and by the means of Lolliui 
Avitus , who was his Father’s Patron, and had 
been a Conful, he got himfelf made a Cen¬ 
turion. Then he rofe to be a Captain of a 
Cohort in Syria, which is a Body of Foot of, 
it may be, Six Hundred Men; and going Poft • 

Into Syria in the Reign of Antoninus Pius , with¬ 
out the Authority of the Emperor’s Letters Co 
to do, the Prefident of Syria obliged him to 
follow the reft of his Journey, to his Com¬ 
mand, on Foot, as far as from the City of 
Antioch. 

Hedeferved very well by his Services in the his pub- 
hrthian War, which made him be tranflated l ,c K £»>* 
into Bithynia. Then he commanded a Part of P lo > ,,,en “- 
the Army in Mafia , and afterwards in Germany , 
where his Mother who had followed him thi¬ 
ther died, and her Sepulchre is faid to be ftaiui- 
ing at this day. From Germany lie was remo¬ 
ved to be the Govcrnour of Dacia, with a Sa¬ 
lary of Two Hundred Sefiertium's ; blit the 
Emperor. Marcus Antoninus , being made to 
mlpect him as one that was ambitious of the 
Empire, he was re-called from that Govern¬ 
ed 4 inent. 



*60 


The Life and Reign of the VoU, 

ment, and was afterwards cbdfen by Claud m 
Pompeiams, the Son-in-Law of Marcus Antoninus 
to he his Affiftartt in the Command of the 
Auxiliaries. He behaved himfelf fo well, that 
he was created in the next place a Senator. 
And his Innocency appearing, as to the Am¬ 
bition of which before he was hiallcioufly ac- 
cufed, for a compenfation of that Injury doto 
him, the Emperor made him a Prxtor, and 
gave him the Command of the Firft Legion- 
by the means whereof, he prefently recovered 
Rhatia, and the Country of Noricum from tie 
Enemy. This was fo Eminent a Service, that 
the Emperor made him a Conful; who very 
often in publick in his Speeches,which it would 
be too long here to infert, but one of themis 
Extant .in Marius Maximus , commended him 
both to the Soldiers and the Senate, and ci- 
preffed himfelf before all the World, forty, 
that he could not make him a Ciptain of th{ 
Guards, becaufe of his being a Senator; Aft# 
the Rebellion of Cajfius wajjat an end ,Pertkst 
was commanded out of Syria, to the Defence 
of the Danube. Next he was made Govet- 
nour of both the Mafia's, and then of 0 * 
cia ; and from his well managing of thbii 
Provinces, he gained the Government of 
Syria. 

Hitherto, that is, to his Government of Sm 
he had condu&ed himfelf in a manner that 
was altogether unblameable. But after di 
Death of Marcus Antoninus , he ftrangely ap- 

P^.A A s ,S are t0 c ^ c air >afling of Money! 
which faded not to bring upon him the Re 
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proaches of the ,People. He came a very rich 
Man into the Senate; where he firft appear¬ 
ed to take his place in Perfon, in the time of 
Commedus, after he had been the Governour 
of Four Confular Provinces, and had had the 
Honour of a Confulfhip given him ifi his ab- 
fence. But it was not long before Peremit, 
the great Mimfter under that Prince, banifhed 
him, and commanded him to retire td the Vil¬ 
lage, in the State of Genoa, where his Father 
hid kept his Charcoal-Kiln. So he came^ and 
being there, he bought himfelf a great quanti¬ 
ty of Land, ahd furrounded his Father’s Kiln, 
which he left ftanding in the fame Form 
as it was before, with an infinite company of 
fine Buildings. He refided there three whole 
Years, in which hd paft his time ih his old 
Tradfij which he carried on by his Servants. 

After Perennis was kill’d, Commodus took Per - 
tinex into Favour, and ordered him to go in- 
to Great Britain Ut went, and reprefled the 
Mutiny of the Forces there, who Were for 
letting up a New Emperor. They would have 
let up even Pertinax himfelf. Nor was it with- 
out much difficulty that he appeafdd their 
Seditions. He was almoft killed in one 
of them, at leaft he was left among the dead; 
whichhe feverely refented and punifhed. Then 
^ U re* called, becaufe he 
aid h, s Difcrplmd amongft them had made 
the Army averfe t 6 him. So Another Perfon 
wing appointed to'fllcceed him, he was firft 
niade General oF the Fi'Ovifiofi6. and foon efter 
theProconful of Africa. 

During 
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Daring his Proconfulfhip o $ Africa, he \va$, 
they fay, troubled with feveral Seditions there 
alfo, occafioned by the pretended Prpphefies 
of the Goddefs Cole fits at Carthage. Then he 
was made the Governour of the City of Rom, 
in which place fucceeding Fufcianus> who wai 
a mod fevere Man, and he behaving himfelf 
on the contrary with the groateft mildneS 
and humanity, he plealed every one, and j. 
He is mongft the reft, Commodw fo well, that ho 
made took him to be Conful in Gonjun<ftion with 
Conftif, himfelf; which was then the Seventh timeiof 
the Confulfhip of Commdus. Then cartie op 
the Confpiracy to ki\\ Cor»Tnodut t which ?tt- 
tinax did riot reject, when made acquainted 
with it; and the thing being done, the Cap* 
tain of the Guards, anc( Etftths a great. Ol* 
cer of the HouHiold, came to him, and let 
him up for the Empire, and carried him to tj;e 
Camp. Pertinax harangued the Soldiers,, anil 
iromifec) them a Donative. He told them, 
iow that thole Two great Officers had thought 
aim a Perfonj not unworthy to be propop 
r or the Empire, fince Commodus was dead; 
not. faying, that Commodus was killed, but that 
And de- he was dead of a Sicknefs only. In fine, Ptr- 
dared tinax was faluted Emperor at the firft but by 
Emperor. a few. This was the day before the Calends 
of January i and he was then above Sixty 
Years of Age. After this, late that Night, he 
came from the Camp to the Senate; and the 
Chappel of the Senate not being ready open* 
ed for him, he went into the Temple of Con • 
<ortt ; where Claudius Pmpcianut, the Sonin- 
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Law of Marcus ' Antoninus meeting him, and 
Complementing him, Pertinax would have per- 
fuaded him, to have taken upon him the Em¬ 
pire; but he refufed it, becaufe he faw that 
Pertinax was already the Man. Immediately 
all the Magiftracy' with the Confufs; came to 
the Senate, and asfoon as theyi wete entred, 
they 1 declared Pertinan Emperor, • tho’ it was 
thkn midnight. 

After the ; Confuls had fet forth his Praifes 
in fuch Speeches as the occafion required, and 
that the Senate had 'dlfd 'ended their Impreca¬ 
tions againft the Memory of Commodus, Per - 
max returned his Solemn- Th&riks to them. 

He returned - his* Thanks particularly to the 
Oabrain of .the Guards, by whole means it was, 
borfi that ■ Commodus was cut oft; and thathim- 
ielrwas rafted to be Emperor;: And tho’ it 
MS true, he Taid, as Falfo objected, that the' 
hid Captain qfrthe Guards, aiid M toge- 
tneri had been the inffruments of many of the 
wicked Deeds' of Commodus, yet he told them, 
that they were to confider the Neceffity there 
was of obeying the Orders of that Prince; 
tor otherwife, what they had done was againft 
tHeir own Inclination. The fame day, his 
Wite Flavid Titiatia was declared Empiefs. 

Y® w ? s ' the i firft Emperor that ever received 
the Title of Bather of his Country^ together 
with the Proconfular, and the Tribunitian 
Powers, and the Right of a fourth Reference, 
the firft day of his Reign. Which thick and 
udden accumulation of fo many Honours, was 
lookc upon as an Omen but of a fhort Reign. 

Then • 
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Then he went to the Palace,; which was void, 
becaule Cotnmdm had been killed in a Houfe 
upon Mount Calm, and the Tribune coming 
to him the firft day for the Watch-word, his 
Word was,. Mtttmus , let us Fight i which wis 
the fame indeed that he had given before wi¬ 
der all his Adfniniftrations; but upbraiding by 
it, as it Teemed, the remiflhe/s of the timw 
paft, the Soldiers were touched to the Qui <4 
and presently thought of changing the Empe¬ 
ror again- .. 

The fame day, being the firft of the Hf 
Year, he invited the Magiftrates, and the 
Chief of the, Senate to a Banquet, which w« 
an antieat Cuftom that had; been howewt 
omitted by Commdus. The next day as. the 
Statues of Commodus were thrown down, the 
Soldiers appeared to be troubled, and, Ip fnuch 
the more, becaule Pertinax had given them 
again the lame Word as before; and War watt 
thing not to be admitted, they thought, under 
an Erriperor fo old as he. Upon the Third of 
the Nones following, tho* it was theThankli 
giving Day for his accelfion to the Empire 
they would have drawn Lriarius Mattrnus i* 
feiv'm, a Noble Senator, intotne Gamp, M 
have fet up him to be Emperor; but he re¬ 
filled it, and efcaped from them, and came 
to the Court to Pertinax, to allure him of Mi 
Fidelity, and afterwards withdrew out of the 
Town. In the mean time,. all this obliged 
Pertinax In fear, to confirm to the Soldiers and 
the Veterana, all the Pay, and all the Gyii 
that had been granted them by Comtijodus. Ht 
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alfo courted the Senate, and owned himfelf to 
receive the Empire at their Hands. He af- 
fured them under his Oath of his innocency 
from having had any hand in the malverfa- 
fation of the laft Reign. He re-called luch as 
were in Banifhment, and reftored the Memo¬ 
ries of others to their Honour, who had been 
unjuftly put to Death. The Senate conferred 
the Title of Cafar upon his Son: But as he 
had not yet approved the Honour which they 
had Ibewn to his Wife, fo as to this of* his 
Son; he laid. Let it be when he defervit 
it. And whereas Commedut had added by his 
Authority many Perfons to the Order of the 
Pmors, who had never exercifed the Office 
of a Praetor, and yet he allowed them to 
take their Places in common with thofe that 
had; Pertinax palled an Edi& as to this, to 
command, that thole who had never exerciled 
the Office of a Praetor, but had received that 
Honour only by the Creation of Commodut, 

Ihould give place to luch as had been Pmors 
indeed; which brought an odium from many 
upon him. 

He ordered the publick Account of the M- 
Eftates, and the-valuation of all Perfons to be ltc! <- 0rd>m 
over-look’d, and Hated a-new. He ordered mnces ' 
levere Punilhments to be taken upon Perfons 
that had informed againft others filllv. But 
yet he was not altogether fo fevere, as his Pre- 
decefiors, with Relation to Perfons of Qua¬ 
lity, who were brought before him for any 
Crime. He made a Law, for the firft Will al¬ 
ways to Hand good, until another that is Po- * 

lterior 


206 The Life and ReigH of the Vo|. j, 

fterior to it is eflabli/hed and received indue 
Form in its Read. He declared, that as .for 
himfelf,. he would never enter upon any Inhe¬ 
ritance, which either was devoted to him in 
Flattery, or by any litigiqus .Right, or to tie 
prejudice of the Lawful Heirs; ufing thefe 
Words upon the fame oqcafion, It is htta, 
Fathers of the Senate, that the-Crown jhouU it 
poor, than that it fhouldget never Jo much Risk 
by ill means, and dijhonourable Attions. TIk 
L aigefTes to the Soldiers and the People, which 
himfelf, and alfo Commodus had promifed them, 
he paid., i But yet the Exchequer was fo ex¬ 
tremely ilow at his coming to the Crown, 
that he declared, he had not found in it above 
Ten Sejlertiums; fo that this obliged him to ex- 
aft forne Payments which Commodus had im- 
pofed, although he had before promifed to 
remit them. Lollianus Genttanus a Conful, asking 
him therefore why he broke his Word, he told, 
him the Reafon was, Necejfity. He madeanAu- 
ftion of the Goods belonging to Commodus ; 
ordered his very Bardaccio's and Concubines 
to be fold, excepting fuch of them, as ap¬ 
peared to have been retained in the Court by 
him by violence. And of thofe which were 
fold, there were many that afterwards redeem¬ 
ed their Fortunes, and under other Princes ar¬ 
rived as high as to be Senators. The Buffoons 
and Jefters of Commodus, fuch as were Men 
ofobfcene Names, he fold, and of the Money 
that he made of this Negotiation, which was 
a great deal, he gave a Bounty to the Soldiers. 
He exafted alio from the Servants of Cm • 

modus. 
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modus, an Account of all things that their 
Mafter had lavifhly given them, to enrich 
them. 

The moll principal Things in the Auftion AuStion 
of the Goods or Commodus were thefe, Gar- °f Com¬ 
ments of Cloth of Gold, Tunicks, Cloaks modu *’' 
Hanging-Coats, balmaticks, Fringed Yefts Goods ' 
Coats of Mail, and others of other forts* 

Arms for the Exercifes of the Gladiators en¬ 
rich’d with Jewels and Gold, vaft Herculean 
Swords; Collars for the Gladiators; Veflelsof 
fine Gold, Ivory, Silver and Citron; Drinking- 
Veflels, which were feme of them of obfcene Fi¬ 
gures; other Veffels belonging to the Arts of the 
Gladiators; Chariots of a rare Invention, with 
thcSeats to turn fo,as either to decline the Sun 
or take in the Air, as you pleafe; with other 
things to meafiire the Way, and (hew the Hour • 
and whatever elfe was agreeable to the Plea- 
fures of that Prince in all forts of Vices. 

As for fuch Servants as had been taken out 
of private Houfes into the Court, Vertinax re- 
ftored back thofe to their proper Mailers. He 
! reduced the Table, and cut off all the prodi¬ 
gious Expences of Commodus, He contented 
himfelf with a little, and the Example of his 
Frugality was of great effeft upon all things. 

In hne, he reduced the Expence of the Hou- 
mold of the Emperor, to a Moiety of what 
it was acciiftomed to be before. 

c i> e a PP°inted certain Recompences for the 
Mdiers that acquitted themfelves with Ho- 
nour. The Debts that he contracted on the 
nrlt occafions of his Reign, he difcharged. He 

reftored 
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reftored th$ Credit of the Exchequer, He fei 
a-part a Sum for Publick Works. He gave 
Money for the Reparation of the High-ways, 
He paid a great many Soldiers that had lerved 
well, their Arrears. He put the Exchequer, iij 
a word, in & Condition to difcharg© its Debts* 
But whereas there was due to the Alms-Chil¬ 
dren of Trajan's Eftabli foment* the Allowan¬ 
ces of Nine Years, he quite funk that Debt, 
which was fevere, and a great Refleftton up¬ 
on him. It is true, he was not exempt from 
the afperfion of Covetoufnefs, in the time hi 
was a private Man. He had opprefled with 
Ufury his Neighbours upon the Lakodi Sabas, 
and had turned them out of their Lands, to 
extend further the Limits of his own. Hi I 
was called really a Money-monger $ and 
many have writ, that he did fordid things in 
the Confular Provinces which he governed j 
they fay, that he fold the Difcharges from, and 
the Commands in the Army. His Parents 
had little or no Eftate to leave him, and no 
Inheritances fell to him from others, yet he mi 
grown a rich Man on a hidden. He reftored 
after he was Emperor, to every one, the Hr 
Bates which were taken from them by Cm, 
modus, but yet he exacted a Confederation for 
it. He came conftantly to the Senate, and 
always reported fome thing or other to them* 
He foewM himfelf always gracious to all thole 
that came to pay their Reverences to him, or 
ask him any Favour. He difeharged fomi 
from the Accufations of their Slaves, and a- 
venged the Death of others by crucifying their 
Aecufer-. Whilft 
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Whilft thefe things pa&d, Falco the Conful 
formed a Defign again® him, out of an Am¬ 
bition to fet up him (el/. Perttnax complained 
in the Senate of it j but however, forgave him, 
and begg’d his impunity of the Senate, where- 
by Falco lived in Safety upon his Eftate, and his 
Son was his Heir when he died. Many in- ' 
deed laid in his behalf, that whatever Defign 
there might have been amongft others to make 
him Emperor, he knew nothing of it himfelf; 
and that the Slaves who were his Accufers, did 
him wrong, and were corrupted, arid had not 
agreed in their Evidence. But however it is, 
a worfe Fadtion than this was made againft 
Ptrtirsax by Latm, the Captain of the Guards,, 
and thofe to whom the Sandfcimonioufhefs of 
this Prince was offenfive. For Latm bad re¬ 
pented himfelf of his Services in having adt 
^anced him to the Crown, becaufe he had re¬ 
proved his Condutft in forrie things. Nor were 
theSoldiers without their Refentments, becaufe 
ftrtinax had put to death feveral in the Biifinefs 
of Falco, upon the femple Depofition of one 
Slave. 

Therefore a Party of Three Hundred Sol- Perfirite 
fliers of the Guards, well equipped, aflaulted R ain - 
the Palace, and killed him. The fame Day, 
jo Heart was found in the Sacrifice, at which 
rertmax had affifted; and in another* no Li¬ 
ter. Therefore having intended to have gone 
oat Day to the Athenanm^ to hear the perfor* 
tnanoes of a Poet; but putting it off, becaufe 
uthe ominoufnefs of the Sacrifices ; the Guards 
'hat were for atttefid him', had Orders to retire 
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to their Camp, wlun on a Hidden they turned 
upon the Palace, from whence it wasnotpof 
fibleto repel them, nor yet to give Advices 
Pertinax of them in due time: for all tlit 
Courtiers regarded him fo little, that they en¬ 
couraged rather the Soldiers on to the Enter- 
prife. So they furprized him, as he was giving 
l’ome Orders about the Affairs of his Houlnold; 
and being come up into the Gallery, as far u 
to a place which is called Sicily, and the fin. 
quetinr-Hall of Jove, as foon as Pertinax kuw 
of it, ne lent Latut to them: but Latut avoided 
them, and went another way,, hiding hisFace, 
and /linked Home. After they were broket 
in further, Pertinax came forth to them him- 
(elf, and befpoke them in a long and a grate 
Oration which fweetned them: till one Tir 
ftus, one of the Troop of Tongres that ferved 
in the Guards, putting them into a new fret, 
darted his Javelin at Pertinax' s Breaft ; who 
then Invocating Jupiter the Avenger, threw 
his Gown over his Head, and the reft fel 
upon him, and Stabbed him. Ele&ut died 
with him, having firft killed two of the Aflat 
fines. The other Officers of the Chamberth# 
were about htm, fled: fome fay that the Sot 
diers had broken into the Bed Chamber, and 
that they killed him there, hiding himfelf* 
bout the Bed. 

Hit Per - He was a Venerable old Man, with a lon{ 

fonage. Beard, curling Hair, pretty Groff, his Belli 
Handing a little out, of a Princely Staturi; 
wanted not Eloquence, but was rather Grail 
ousin his Words than thought Sincere. H« 

oblige 
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obliged every body in Words, but in Deeds 
was illiberal and almoft fordid ; and particu¬ 
larly in his Entertainments and Prefents. He 
had as yetTnade no Change in the Officers 
that had been put into the Government by 
CommoJtn ; expe&ing the Anniverfary of the 
Birth-day of the City of Rome, (that u the 
tleventh or twelfth of the Qalondt of May) be- 
caufe he defign’d to date from thence his be¬ 
ginning of all things. - And therefore they fay 
the Officers of the appointment of Comwdtfr, 
who were afraid to be turned out, had refolved 
to kill him in the Baths by that time, if it had 
not been done to their Hands before. 

Certainly Empire, and all the Honors there- Hit Chn- 
unto belonging, made fo little an impreffion ratter. 
upon him, that he always fliew’d himfelf 
greatly difpleafed with them, and he defired 
to appear (till the fame Man, that he had ever 
been. He carried himfelf to the Senate, the 
moft refpeafully in the World. When they 
Congratulated him, he Complemented them 
igain, and divided his Difcourfes to all of 
mem, as if he was but the Governour of the 
City of Rome. He would willingly have laid 
flown the Empire, and have return’d to a pri¬ 
vate life; and he would not fufFer his Children 
o be brought up in the Court. Indeed he was 
J> ‘™ n 8> and fuch a lover of Profit, that he 
Trafficked at the Lake Ji Saha to by his Ser¬ 
vants, when he was Emperor, in the fame 
manner, as he did when he was a private 
Man. Perfons who fpoke freely of him, faid. 
to was one that- promifed Well, but did No 
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thing. Thofe of his own Country, who re. 
forted much to him upon his being made Enr 
peror, obtained as good as nothing from him, 
and faid the fame. Yet he was free to fuffer 
himfelf to be prefented, with any thing to his 
advantage. He left a Son and a Daughter 
behind him; together with his Wife, who w« 
the Daughter of Flavius Sulpitianus, whom he 
made the Governor of Rom in his own place. 
He did not much concern himfelf with the in- 
pudicity of his Wife j who in the fight of ill 
the World entertained for her Lover, a Mufi- 
cian. On the other hand he had for his Miftrefi, 
one Cornifcia ; to whofelove they fey he m 
extremely abandoned. He was extraordimiy 
ftridl upon the Servants about the Court: jtw 
this therefore made him be much hated by 

them. . ,. ' . . 

Signs of The figns forerunning ms Death were thelt 
ibhDeath. Three days before he was killed, he thought 
he few a Man by reflexion in a Pond, making 
at him with a Sword. The day that he was 
killed, it was obferved that the Pupils of to 
Eyes, as if they were dead, did not represent 
the Images of Perfons that look’d on him: 
and as he fecrificed in his private Oratory, 
the Fire went out: and neither the. Heart, 
nor the Liver were found in the Vi&ims. Stan 
very bright, though near the Sun, appeared 
the day time fome days before. What him* 
felf feid of Didius Julianus , was an Omenof 
the fuccaffion to him of that Perfon. For jr* 
liam/s bringing his Kinlman, his Brotheri 
• Son to him, to whom he had promifed to gi« 
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his Daughter in Marriage, he advifed the 
young Man to obferve the Commands of his 
Uncle, for fays he, He is my Colleague and 
mp Succtffor: For he had been his Colleague 
in his Confolfhip, and had fucceeded him 
in his Procdnfullhip • and at laft he fucceeded 
him in the Empire too. The Soldiers and the 
Courtiers both hated Pertinax. But the People 
took his death with Indignation, becaufe they 
few he was one, who might have re-fettled all 
things in the good order as they were of old. 

The Soldiers that had killed him, ftuck his 
Head upon a Spear, and brought it through 
the City into the Camp. But it was retrieved 
again, and together with his Body buried in 
the Sepulchre of his Wife’s Grand father, by 
Julianas, with all the honour that he could do* 
it: only he made no publick Harangue upon 
him, either to the People or the Senate j but 
yet when afterwards it was his own fate to be 
in like manner deferted, and killed, then the 
Senate and the People did tranflate Pertinax 
jntb the number of the Gods. 

This was done in the time pf the Emperor Honours 
Stverus; when Pertinax having had a very great paid to 
Character given him by the Senate, a Rpyal ^ im 
Funeral was folemnized for him, in which ter ' 
he was reprefented by his Efligies, and Severue 
himfelf did him the honor to make the Ora¬ 
tion in his praife: loving the memory of him 
to that degree, that he was pleafed to be cal¬ 
led by the Senate by the ferns name of Perti- 
mx. The Son of Pertinax was made the Chief 
Prieft to his Father; and the Priefts of the 
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Emperor Ai*rctn Antoninus were appointed, as 
his Afiociates. The Games of the Cirque 
were Celebrated for his Afcenfion to the Em¬ 
pire , and the day of his Birth Was kept : 
which laft i9 remaining (kill's but the others 
were afterwards laid alide by Stverus. Ha was 
born upon the Calends of Auguft, under ihc 
Confidfhips of Verm and Bibulut. He was kil¬ 
led upon the fifth of the Calends of April\ m 
the Coofulfhips of Falce'and Glarus. He lived 
fixry fix Years, (even Months,, and cweptyfi: 
f Days, He Reigned two Months, and twenty 
(even days. He gave a Largefs to the People 
of a hundred Roman Penies a Man : and lie 
had prom ifed another to the Guards of twelve 
. fhoufand Sefterces; but he gave them but the 
half: what he had promifed the Army, was 
not given them, becaufe his death prevented 
cl- J here ® a better of his, in the Hiftoiy 
or his life, written by Marius Maximus-, whiCn 
1 have not thought fir to, infert here, becaufe 
of its too great length, but which is a certain 
Proof, that Pertinax was one that had a Hot- 
ror for the Station of an Emperor. 
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D ldiut Julianas, who fucceeded in the Hit Ex* 
Empire after Pertinax , had for his traQion, 
Great Grandfather, Salviusjulianut\ 
who was twice Conful, the Governor of the 
City of Rome , and which rendred him yet 
the more remarkable, was that he was 
P 4 a Pro* 
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a Profeflor of the Law. His Mother was cal¬ 
led Clara eAimilia; his Father Petronius Didk 
Sever us ; his Brothers, Didius Proculus and Nu» 
t*tus Minus ; his Uncle by his Mother’s fide 
Salvsus Julianus ; his Grandfather, by his Fa- 
there fide, an Infubtian of Milan : and his 
* Grandfather by His -Mothers fide was 
Salvsus Julianus, who was of the City Msk 
™ eta jn the Kingdom of Turns. He was 
brought up by the hand of Domitia Lucih, 
who was the Mqther of the Emperor Maw 
•Antoninus ; and by whofe Interefthe Wasfirll 
put into the Commiflion of the Viginti Vwi 
His Ad- Then he was made a Quad!or,. although a yeas 
vance- iooner than the Law permitted him in point 
m^nt. of age. Then he was made an j^Edilc and a 
Praetor, by the favour of Marcus Anttnrn 
And after his Pmorfhip, he had the Com¬ 
mand in Germany of the Twenty Second!# 
gion, called Primigenia. After that he Go¬ 
verned in Gallia Belgica very well, and vety 
long : where the Caucbt, a People of Gtm 
ny, who bordered upon the River of fik, 
making* an Eruption upon him, he refifted 
them lo well with only the tumultuous Force 
9 : Province, that he merited by it a Con- 
lullhip. In like manner he overcame the 
$atti. Then he was tranfiated to the Govern- 
ment of Dalmatia ; which he very well imid’ 
tamed, againft the bordering Enemies,\ Next 
he was removed to the Lower German}?' 
after that he was made the General of (ht 
Provmons in Italy. 

He 
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He was once accufed by one i Severn Clarif- 
fitntts, a Soldier, of being in a Confpiracy 
with Sahim Julianus, again fkCommodus. But 
becaufe Commodw had already put many Sena- 
tors to death, who were great and powerful 
Perfons, and becaufe he was willing a while 
to forbear his further Cruelty, Didius Julia • 
ms was difeharged at that time, and his Ac. 
cufer Condemned; after which he was re¬ 
manded again to his Province. Then he had 
the Government of Bitbynia given him; in 
which however he came fhort of that Fame, 
that he had acquired in his other Govern¬ 
ments. Next he wes.made a Conful in Con- 
iumftion with Penman; and he fucceeded tq 
Pertinax in the Proconfulfhip of Africa ; who 
therefore always called him his Coliegue and 
his Succeffor: But this was more efpecially re¬ 
marked to be Ominous, one day when Julil 
*m came with his Kinfman to him, when 
Emperor, to be Contra&ed to a Daughter 
of Pertinax, For as Pertinax received him 
with the refpeft and kindnefs that was 
due; he laid to him at the fame time. You, 
Shj Are* my Colleague and my SucceJJor : and 
prefently after that, followed the death of 
that Prince. Now he who firft put up to 
be Emperqr after the death of Pertinax , was 
SHlpitiahus, who was then in the Gamp of the 
Guards. In the- mean time the Senate af- 
lembled; whither Julianus together, with his 
jon-in-Law coming, and finding the Doors 
|hut, and the two Tribunes P. Florianut and 
rectiut Aper Handing at the Door, thole two 
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Tribunes began to perfuade him to poflefs him* 
felt of the Empire that was vacant. To 
which he anfwei^ing, that it was already dj. 
f(>o(ed of to another, they neverthelefs took 
him even agairtft his will, and! carried him to 
the Camp: where they found Sulpitianus, who 
was the Governor of Rome, and Son-in-Larr 
to Pertinax, haranguing the Soldiers in his mru 
favour fo ftrongly, that they refuied to hearken 
in the leaft to Julianas , til} he had wifely 
advifed them not to make Choice of one who 
would Revenge the Murder of Pertinax[, who 
was Father-in-Law to hjm; and then they ill 
immediately tacked a^out w to Juliams ; who 
giving it them under his.H^ in Writing, that 
he would reftore the Memory of Cornmk, 
they proclaimed him, engaging him to beat 
no difpleafiire, however againft Sulpitianus for 
the Pretenfions which he had maae to their 
favour. 

Then he Chofe, hy their Advice, FUm 
Genialis. and, Crifpinus to be the Gp- 
tains of the Guards; ana whereas he had pro- 
ifyfpd, that he would give the Soldiers a Boun¬ 
ty of five and twenty thoufand Sefterces, hi 
Mvethem thirty. In the Evening, after he 
had Harangued jhepi. according to Cuflom, 
he Came from. the. Camp to the Senate, to 
Wnofri he intirely referred himfelf: th^ 
na'te accepted him; and firft Inrolled him * 
tnohgft the Families of the Patricians» thsn 
they declared him Emperor. The Tribunitian 
and the Prpconfular Powers were conferred 
upon him; and; his Wife called Madia Sea* 
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0a, and his Daughter Didia Clara were ho¬ 
noured by them with the Titles of Emprefi 
and Princefs. From the Senate he repaired to 
the Palace., whither he kook his Wife and 
Daughter with him; but they went trembling, 
and againft jthetr wills, as if their minds gave 
them lome fecret Prefages of an approaching 
Deftrudfion. He made Cornelius Repentinus 
his Son-in-Law, the Governor of the City of 
hme,\n the place of Sulpitian. But in the mean 
t/me the Populace bore to Julianut a Publick 
hatred, as if he would revive the times of Com- 
nodus, and asif he had been the Murderer of 
P trtit/ax, becaufe he propoled to amend: his 
Faults. They pretended to fay further, that 
defpmng the Frugal Table of ftr/W he 
had from the firft day provided himfelf ano- - 
(her that was. Luxurious, full of all forts, of 
excellent Meats; but this however was faife 
r<» betides that his Table was fiifficiently Fru¬ 
gal, ho did not Eat at all the firft day, fill 
the Body of Pertinax was bbried; and then 
nsdid it with*.,great Melancholy upon him, 
and jpent- all the night afterwards ileeplefs, lie 
**s to. concerned for his Friend’s death. 

The next Morning,as foon as it was light, tlie 
wnate and the Gentry coming to Wait upon 
him at the Palace; he admitted them,and called 
them all,with a great deal of Civility,accordiug 
to every one’s Age, his Father, or his Sow, or 
nis Brother. Neverthelefs the Populace both 
in the Forum, and before die. Houle of the Se¬ 
nate, loaded him with perpetual Reproaches, 
as ir they hoped by that means to oblige him 

to 
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to lay down the Empire, that he had received 
at the Hands of the Soldiers, They threw a 
Shower of Stones at him; and as he came to 
the Senate Curfed him publickly, and Curfed 
him again as he was at his Devotions, by which 
they wilhed he might never obtain any thing 
of the Gods. In the mean time as they threw 
Stones at him, he only waved his Hand to¬ 
wards them to Pacifiethem: and whathefaid 
to the Senate was very fweet and prudent. He 
thanked them that they had admitted him to 
Adminifter, in Conjunction with them, t# 
Soveraign Power; and for thq Honor they had 
done, not only to himfelf, but to his Wife and 
his Daughter. He accepted from them tb 
Title of the Father of the Country ; but here- 
fufedto have his Statue fet up in Silver, which 
they offered him. Going from the Senate a- 
gain to the Capitol, the Populace made a (to 
to him 5 tiil they were forced afide, partly v 
Blows with Sword in Hand, and partly by 
good- Words and promifes of Money. From 
thence he went to the -Publjck Games in ths 
Cirque; where the People Crowding them- 
(elves indifferently into all the Seats, redoublej 
their outragious Reproaches agaihft him; aw 
called aloud upon P efcennm Niger, who vra 
faid to have already taken upon liim the q* 
lity of the Emperor, to come to the Sucoohrol 
the City of Rome j yet all this took he quietly 
and appeared to be of an extraordinary Over 
Temper all the time of his Reign.- The Peopl 
inveighed no -lets bitterly againft the Soldier 
vyho Sad kill’d Pmi8<jx,they faid for Money-* ( 

QOP 
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conciliate therefore the favour of theft People, 
feveral things which Commodus had well ap¬ 
pointed, and Pertinax had abolifhed, Didiut 
Julianus reftored ajjfain. He (poke nothing, 
neither good nor bad, as to Pertinax himfelf; 
which feemed to feveral to be very ftrange; 
but the only reafon, why he was filent of his 
Honor, was the fear of the Soldiers, who had 
hilled him; 

Now Julianus had no apprehenfion of any. 
Opposition being made to him on the fide 
| either of the Forces in Great Britain , or thofe 
in Ulyricum . But fearing efpecially thofe in 
Syria, which were commanded by Pefcemiut 
Niger, he fent a Centurion thither with- Or¬ 
ders to cut him off. Hereupon Ptfcennius Ni. Niger and 
{rr in Syria, and Septimius Severus in Ulyricum, Severn* 
revolted from Julianus with the Armies under revolt ' 
their Commands. Being told of the latter, 
from whom he had fufpe&ed nothing; he 
came in Anger to the Senate, and caufed him 
to be declared an Enemy, and the Soldiers 
1 with him, unlefs they deferred him by fuch a 
day? to whom MefTengers were fent at the 
lame time from the Senate, to perfuade them 
to renounce Severn, and adhere to Julianus. 

Amonft whom was Vefpronius Candidas , who 
was a great Senior in the Rank of the Con- 
fuls, but hated of old by the Soldiers, becaufe 
[ of his Severities. Valerius Catulinus was fent 
in the Quality of Succeflor to Severus : as if it 
was an eafie thing to be the Succeflor of a Man, 
who had an Army to defend him. Together 
with thefe was fent Aquiline , the Centurion, a 
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known Aflaffin, who having already tnur* 
dered many Senators, might try his Hand once 
again, and do no Iefs to Sevens, In the meat] 
time Didius Julianus ordered the Guards to be 
exercifed, and their Camp to be refortified, 
But as the Soldiers were become idle, anddif 
folute by being accuftomed to the Luxurie 
of Rome, it was very much againft their wills, 
that they were brought to their Arms $ info I 
much that they hired others for Money to Ik 
ply their places, and do their duties in tw 
Beads. 

Septimius Sevens took his march towards 
the City of Rame, with the Army under Ift 
Command; whilft the People there, every dat 
more both hated and derided Julianus. Nor 
was he able to do any good upon the Soldieit 
of the Guards; and thinking that Latmn 
a Favourer of the Caufe of Sevens, he uni 
gratefully commanded him to be killed, wild 
was one that had formerly faved his life from 
the Hands of Commodus ; and Martia hew 
manded to be killed with him. But whilft theft 
things were in palling, Sevens poflelled him-> 
felf of the Fleet and City of Ravenna > and 
the Embafladors of the Senate, that had pro* 
mifed this Succour to Julianas, changed naes, 
and engag’d on the part of Sevens. Alio Td> 
lius Crifpinus, the Captain of the Guards, 
who had been fent to make Head againft his 
Troops, received a defeat, and returned back 
by Rome, When Julianus law all this, he pn> 
pofed to the Senate, that the Vefial Virfm 
and all the Priefts, together with the Senate, 
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Ihould march forth to meet the Army of Se¬ 
vern, Arrayed all in their leveral Habits, and 
Ihould conjure and perfuade him fairly to de* 
lift his Hoftilities. A vain thing indeed, to lup. 
pofe of an Army ofdefperate Soldiers. There- 
fore Faufiinus Quintillus, an Augur, and a 
Confui, took the liberty to contradi# him in 
that Propofal; and boldly faid, to which ma¬ 
ny of the Senators gave their confents: Tbit 
*Man was not fit to Command, who could not 
tefifi bis Adverfary by force of Arms. Julianus ’ 
in great Anger fent for Soldier? out of the 
to force the Senate into a Compliance 
with him, or .Maflacre them upon the place. 

But neither did this take. For certainly it lyas 
ve/y unreafonable, that when the Senate had 
adjudged Sevens an Enemy upon the account 
f Julianus, the lame Julianus Ihould turn 
Inch a Butcherer of the Senate. So he came’ 
to the Senate wkh another and a better Pro- 
poial, which was that there might bean Aft 
for the participation of the Empire betwixt Se »crus 

i£| W a E d hlm ’ 3nd t,11S f aS done imme- declar'd 

S' r Ve i 7 n ° w , ca i ,ed to mind an Pinner 
umen ot all this, which came from the'” the 

Mouth of Julianus himlelf, when he had the Bm t ire - 
mpire given him. For when the Confui had 
laid in the name of the Senate, I order Didius 
julianus to be proclaimed Emperor, Julianus 
prompted and corredted him thus,lay Didius J tt . 

»ms Siverus, that is, becaule Sevens was a 
bird name which he took from his Grandfather, 
and Great Grandfather. Some indeed deny, 
there was any fuch Order of his, as that of 

murdering 


The Life and Reign of the Vol.J 

murdering the Senate, who had been fo kind 
to him. But However that is, after parting 
that Aft, he lent immediately Tullius Crifp' m \ 
his Captain of the Guards, to Complement 
Severus. He alfo Created Returns Matrinui , 
another Captain of the Guards; becaufe he un- 
derftood that Severus had lent Letters to make 
him one. In the mean time the People laid a- 
loud, and Severus fufpefted as much, that this 
Peace was but a Feint, $nd that 7 ullius Crifpm 
was lent to him rather with private Orders to 
kill him. So Severus , with the advice of hi 
Army, chole to be his declared Enemy, rather 
than his Partner; and accordingly he writ to 
a great many Perfons in Rom , his Friends, 
who fecrecly received and difpatched his Or¬ 
ders. As for the reft, Julianus tried all forts 
of things by the Magicians, that could be de¬ 
viled to mitigate the hatred of the People, ot 
to bridle the Arms of the Enemy. And cer¬ 
tainly the Magicians offered fuch Sacrifices for 
him upon this occafion, as were by no means 
confonant to the Rites of the Romans. Tfiey 
tried their Charms in Profane Verfes, ando- 
tlier Charms which they do with a Looking- 
glafs: but yet all went ill on the fide of jf* 
harms ; and all that they dilcovered from 
them was, the coming in of the one, and the 
departure of the other Emperor. 

As Tullius Crtfpirsus came as far as to meet 
the Avant-Guards of Severus, he wHs killed 
by his order, in which he followed the ad¬ 
vice that was given him by Julius Latin, 
Then Julianus convoked tne Senate again/ 

and 
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and asked their Opinions, what more was to 
be done; but the Senate could nqtfrefolve him 
He ordered after that, of his own motion* 
the Gladiators of Capua- to cake Arms' under 
the Command of Lolltanm Tttianm. 
vited Claudius Pompciamts , from his- Retreat' at 
farracina, to joyn with him in the, Government, 
becaule he had long commanded Armies, and 
was the Son- in Law of an Emperor. But Pom* 
ftism excufed himfelf, and laid,,he was: an 
Old Man, and wanted his fi&hfc the mean 
time, th# Army of Severus was Oncreafecj, by 
Soldiers that came to him oiit.of the Province 
m Ombria ; and he Lent Letters, before him to 
Rofntf to order :t ho Murderers .of Pert wax to! be 
lecured. So in a little time, Djrftis jukanM 
was abandoned by all the World, and remained 
in the Court, with only Gemalis,oM of his Cap* 
tains of the Guards;,, and. his-S'on tiiar'Lft w Repeat 
tm with him * The next thinglw/ae* to depo.fi} He is da 
him from the Ernpit'e, by the 1 Sentence of the pofed, 
Senate: This was'done,.and'flif?hj» Pbwer abfo- 
gated;' and S<ww*r(mmediateIyid«Qlated Empe* 
rorin his place. Afterward it was: pretended that 
he had poyfoned him (elf; but in efFeft,, there 
were Perfons immediately lent on the part of 
the Senate, who caufed him to be killed by the 
hands of a mercenary Soldier, imploring, as he 
fell, the Faith of Cafar ; that is, Severus. He had 
given all his Paternal Eftate to his Daughter,and 
emancipated her upon his Elevation to the And flain. 
fempire. But as well her v Riches,asher Illuftridus 
aitle of Princefs, were loon taken from her 
“gain. His Body Was delivered by Severus , to 

Q Manlsa 
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Manila Scintilla his Wife, and to his Daughter, 
to be buried ; who put it into a Tomb of 
his great Grandfather, five Miles from Ront, 
upon the Via Lavicana, that is, the High-way, * 
called by that Namb. 

Now the things condemned in this Prince 
were thefe > that he gormandized, that is, eat 
to excels, gam’d much, plaid at the Wea¬ 
pons of the Gladiators; and did all this, being 
an Old Man, tho’ he had never before been at¬ 
tached to thole Vices in his Youth ; and that 
he was Proud ; but this is not to be believed, 
for in his Reign he iliewed himfelf the nrf 
humble Man «n the World; the moft obligin, 
in his Entertainments; the moft courteous in 
his Sublcriotion of himlelf in his Letters, and 
of a moft excellent Temper in allowing of the 
Liberties of his Friends. He lived Six and fifty 
Years and Four Months; and reigned buiTwo 
Months and Five Days. Therefore his great 
Error was, that he ought by his abfolute Au¬ 
thority to have governed thofe,' whom on the 
contrary he made abfolute over himfelf, to go¬ 
vern the State. 
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I WZRUS, who enjoyed the Empire 
} after the Death of Didius Juliantts , was 
l/fi?* / ° rn m i*f rica > at the Town of Napoli 

» M* m t ie Gove tnment of Tripoli, Hi* Hit E*. 

been r ^ L me ^ as Geta ‘ Elis Ancestors had traa ><»^ 
Knights of Rome of old Time. His Mo- 

Qj> thef 
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therwas Fulvia Fia, His Uncles by his F*. fame that he wore when he (ate in Judgment 

ther’s fide were Marcos Agrippa and Sevtm, The fame Night he dreamt that die fucked the 
who had both been Confuls. His Grandfather < Breads of a Wolf, as'if he was a Remus or a 

by his Father’s fide was Macer ; by his Mo* komlus. He fate himfelf down in the Em- 

ther’s, Fulvjus Viut. He was born under the Poor’s Chair, which a Servant had put out of 
Confulfhips of Erucius Clattss ,' and Sevtm, it* place, without thinking any thing of it 

which was then the (eeond Gonfulmip of the nor knowing that this was not permitted. ’ As 

firft, upon the fixth of the Ides of April When he was afleep onco at his Lodgings, a Serpent 

he-was but a Child, and before he had any' came and had twitted it feIf about his Head * 
Timtture of the Latin and Greek Letters, in which the Servant perceiving, cried out, and he 
which he was afterwards fo very perfeft, he waked, and the Serpent went from him again 
loved to play altogether at a Sport, in which without doing him any hurt, 
having Bundles of Rods and Axes carried!». His Youth was full of Fury and Wildneftes 
fore him, and a row of Boys (landing about which were (ometimes criminals He was ar- 

him, he (ate himfelf down as a Judge, anil for Adultery, but was acquitted by 

tried Caufes. Julianas , the Proconful of Africa, to 

In the Eighteenth Year of his Age, he dt Whom he lucceeded in the Charge of that Pro* 
clamed in Public!*. Afterwards he came to conjullhip, and was his Colleague in his Con- 
Rome to make his Studies; where through the fdlhip, and again (ucceedcd him in the Em* 
Favour of his Kinfman, Stptiitojisj Severus, who PW» He difeharged his Qupftorlhip of the 
had been twice Conful, he received the Ho* City of Rome, very weft, into which he was 
He is nour of the Emperor Marcus Antoninus to bo «raed unanimoufly. Afterwards he was cho- 
maie a created a Senator. Now his Landlord with jen a Military Queftor, that is. Pay-Matter, or 

Senator, whom he lodged at Rome} upon his firft coming Commiflary to the Army, for the Province of 

thitfie/, way a| that moment Reading cheque Wpania Boetica. From thence he went into A~ 
ofthe Emperor Hadrian , which he was quid f m to receive the Succeffion to his Father who 
to obferve, as an Omen to himfelf of futuit w«dead there. And whilft he was in Africa, 
Grandeur. Another Omen thpt'he had, n w «®ad of the Province of Rhtica, he was 
more particularly, as to his Reign, which ml the Queftor for the Ifland of Sardinia, 
this; Deing once invited to a Banquet of tnj ®*cau(e the Moors hid laid watte HifpamaBce- 
Emperor, ne, came in his Cloak, when to Ut f This Adminiftration being over, he was 
... Aught to have cbme in hi$ Gown; whiditto danced to be the Proconful of Africa; in 
Emperor caking Notice of, he gave him * wmeh place a Plebeian of his own Town of 
Gown of his Own to put on, which waitbt Napoli di Barbdria coming to him, whilft the 

** ‘ Q.J : Rod. 
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Rods were carried before him, and prefuming I about which all the Provinces were joyn- 
to embrace him, as his old Companion, fol ingin a Conlort of Harps, Voices, and fweec 
ordered him to be taken' awl well Cudgelled, I Flutes. He gave the People the diversion of 
with this Infcription overnis Head, You the publick Shews in his abfence. Then he 
are a Plebeian, lave a care of touching fe a Vn-u had* the command of the Fourth Legion, cal- 
conful of the People c/Rome; Since which time, I fed Scythica, which w sk in Syria. In his way 
the Cuftom is for the Proconfnls to go out a|.fl to which, he went to Athens, for the Curio- 
ways in a Coach, whereas before they walked I % of obferving the Studies and the Rites, 
on Foot. He confulted, being in Africa, with I the Works, and the Antiquities of that Seat 
an Aftrologer, about his Fortune, which Ik I of, the Mules: But becaufe he received lome 
was folicitous to know. The Aftrologer tool I Injuries there from the Athenians, he became 
the Hour of his Birth, and obferving grain their Enemy; and when he was Emperor, he 
things from it, fays he to him, Give me /«■ was willing to avenge himlelf of them, by cuc- 
csvn Horofcope, and not another Man's : '£m«l ting Ihort their Privileges Next he was re 
protefting, that it was his own, he told himoffl moved to the Province of the Lionnois in Gal- 
all the things which afterwards arrived to him. ■ to be the Lieutenant there. And having 
By the Favour of the Emperor Mar cm foW loft his Wife, and propoling to marry ano- 
toninus , he was made a Tribune of the mer, he took the Care firft to be informed, 
which he dilcharged with the greateft Ega&l ^ing very well vers’d in the knowledge of 
nefs, and all the Striftnefs that could be dt-H Aftrology hiiqfelf, in the Nativities of his Mi- 
fired. Then he married Mania, of whom til Itreflcs; and as he had heard, that there was 
fays nothing himlelfj in his Hiftory of his pril *■ Lady in Syria, who had found by her Nativity, 
vate Life. But after he was Emperor; he ittl mat me was to be married to a King, he court- 
up her Statues. In the Thirty Second Ye» et ^. and in fine, married her, whole Name mr econt s 
of his Age, he was cholen a Prstor, before® was Julia, by whom he. was foon after made Marriage 
Number of others that were Competitors *1 3 Father. 

gainft him; At the fame time, he was lei* His Exaftnels, his Honour, and his great 
into Spain. Upon which he dreamt, that ifl Sobriety, cauled him to be fo much beloved a- 
was laid to Kim, that he Ihouid reftore tbfl mongll the Gauls, as never Perlon was. He 
Temple of Augujlus at the City of TarM wastranflated from thence to the Government 
gona, which was falling into ruin ; and then ofPaanonia, with a Proconlular Power. From 
that from the top of a very high to Sicilyt which was another Procon- 

tain, he had a Profped given him of al lullnip; and when he had made his return a* 
the Earth, but particularly of the City <fl 8 8In to Romp, he received of his Wife a fe- 
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cond Son; Being in Sicily , he was accufed c( 
confuting the Chaldaam and the Aftrologetj 
about 'his coming to the Empire, for which he 
was ordered to be heard before the Captains 
of the Guards; who, it then'being the time 
that the Emperor Commdvs began to fall into 
an univerfaj odium, acquitted him, and crj. 
cified the Man that calumniated him. He 
was Conful the firft time in Conjunction with 
JpHleiui Ruffmus , by the particular appoint¬ 
ment of Commodus. After his Confulfhip, (k 
continued an entire Year at Rome , without 
Employ; and then by the recommenda¬ 
tion of LxtWy he was preferred to the Com¬ 
mand of the Army in Germany, ' He had li¬ 
ved till now at flow*, in a very little Houfewitk 
one (mall Plat of Ground to it. But as he went 
to take the Poffeffion of this laft Charge,it 
purchafed himfelf a fpatious Villa ; where once 
taking a (mail Repaft together# with his little 
Infants, and Fruit -being-brought, his Elded 
Son, who was then of the Age of Five Yeats, 
diftnbuted it amongft the Children, his Play- 
Fellows, fo liberally, that his Fathei 4 laid to 
hini, Not fo fafi ) my Son, you have not til 
Ric/jcj of a King. The Child of Five Years 
old, anlwered, But I foil have. So being gone 
f? bis Command in Germany , he acquitted 
himfelf in that fort, that he railed his Name, 
which was already ennobled, to a far higher 
pitch of Glory. • . 6 

Hitherto he had followed Arms, but in 
the Quality of a private Perfon. But now 
the News coming that Commpdai was killed, 

’’ and 
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and that Didiusjulianus, who for the prefent 
was upon the Throne, was univerfally hated • 
the Gerw^a Legions encouraged him no lefs 
than he declined it, to put up for the Empire. 

They declared him Emperor upon the Ides o { Declared 
dugufi; at the fame time he pave them J ? . 
Bounty of Fifty Thoufand Sefiercl, which was frST 
more than any Prince had ever done Amy. 
and having (ecured the Provinces which he 
left at his BacJ(, he haftened his March to 

Jfc ? ver y °? e °Ppned the way to him in 
all he places where he came. The Armies 

ifr* and GaU !*> fwore Fidelity to him. 

And every where they received him, as the 

mZ g f® r ° n h 5- M “ rder of Pertinax. In the 
W prevailed with the 

benate to declare him an Enemy, and the Se-, 

miffioners t0 his Army to 
wmmand the Soldiers in their Names tode- 

p rt from his Service. It is true/ it put him 
firft into a great concern : but afterwards he 
j™J a Jl ed the thing fo, that he corrupted thofe 
Si? OI ? m L ffioners ’, fo that they fpoke to the 
his fide^ °7 ^ ln ' an { came °, ver themfelves to 
a rZinA 7 W wh ?. was foon advertifed of 
? ex o traord,nar ^ obtained then a 
r& C ? th - e Senate > which it was de- 
En ? pire ftould 1x5 participated 

was w^h h,m / e f and Sevtm: , but whether this 
was with a fincere, or a treacherous Intention. 
k is uncertain, becaufe in truth, he had before 
lent fome known Affaffines to him, to kill 
p? ; and others at the fame time, to kill 
ftfctmue Niger, who had alfo taken up the 

Empire 
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Empire againA him, upoh the 'Authority of 
the Forces in Syria. However it was, Sevtrut 
efcaped their Hands, and writ Letters to the 
Guards at Rome to abandon and flay Julimt ; 
which was executed upon him accordingly, as 
he was in the Court, and Several was invited to 
enter into Rome ; who with a Fortune, which 
hath never happened to any before him, be- 
Emri came a Conqueror as it were with a Word, 

Rome, and fo marched on to Rome at the Head of 

his Troops. '* 

He kept himfelf all the while in his Camp 
and Tents, in his march in Italy , no lefs than 
if he ftill appeared there with the face of an 
Enemy. The Senate deputed a Hundred out 
of their Body, as thfeir Envoys to compliment 
and congratulate him; who came up to him 
at the Gjty of 7‘eramo in AbruzAo. He re¬ 
ceived them when they faluted him, hll in Ar¬ 
mour, anclin the midft of his armed Troops 
The next day all the Domefticks of the Court 
arrived to pay their Reverences to him. He pre¬ 
sented the Envoys of the Senate with (even hun-, 
dred and twenty Pieces of Gold, and difmiffed 
them. Butyetiftheyplea(ed,he welcomed them 
to flay ana to return to Rome in his Company. 
Then he immediately mgde Flavius Juventlit 
the Captain of the Guards, who was one that 
Julianas had chofen to be a third Captain of 
the fame under him. In the mean time, the 
Trouble was very great at Rome, amongft the 
Soldiers and the Citizens; becaufe Seven* 
whom they judged their Enemy, approached 
to them with a puiflant Army. At the torn? 
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time the Legions in Syria had fet up Vefcennius 
Niger, Emperor; whofe Edicts therefore, and 
whole Letters to the People or to the Senate 
Severn intercepted, that they fhould not be read 
to the one or the other. And as he judged very 
well, that it concerned him to fecure himfelf a- 
gaimt him,he fent Heracliut to take in theCoun- 
tryof Bitbynia ; and Plautianurjto make himfelf 
Mailer or the Children of Vefcennius Nirer. 
Then coming up to the City of Rome , before he 
made his entrance into it, he ordered the old 
Guards there to appear before him without 
their Arms, which they did, and he held a 
Council of War upon them, and lurrounded 
tneip with Guards of his own Troops. 

. , ne > ? s he made his publick Entrance 

into the City, himfelf and his Soldiers, all 
under their Arms, he took his way ftraic 
up to the Capitol. From the Capitol, he 
proceeded in the fame form to the Palace, 
with the Banners which he had taken from 
the old Guards carried before him, not fly. 
jng, but furled, as in mourning. All the 
I City oyer did the Soldiers fpread themfelves, 
and idled the Temples, the Piazza’s, and the 
Houles or the Court, like fo many Inns. At 
their Dilcretion they took all things, without 
nuying, and threatned to plunder an'the City • 
lo that certainly one may fay, the Entrance 
ot Severus was odious and terrible. The next 
day he came, accompanied with his Friends, 
and a great Guard of his armed Soldiers, to 
tne Senate, where he gave the Senate an Ac¬ 
count of his aflumptiQn of the .Empire, and 

complained. 
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complained, that Vidiut Julianut had feiu 
Men, who were known Aflaflines, to him, to 
kill him. He obliged them to pafs an Ad, 
that it fliould be unlawful for the Emperor to 
put to death a Senator, without taking the ad. 
vice of the Senate. But whilft he was thft^ 
the Army that had brought him in, demanded 
of the Senate feditioufly ten thoufand Seder* 
ces, after the example of thofe who had for. 
tnerly brought in Augufiut Cafar , and had 
received that Sum, Severn would have re- 
prefled them, but he could not, without fww. 
ning them with Money; which lent them i> 
way pacified. In the next place, in honour of 
the Memory of Pertinax , he folemnized a Rpyal 
Funeral for him, in which he was reprefented 
by his Image; and he Confecrated him a God, 
and appointed his Priefts. He was willing to 
be called Pfrtinax himfelf, till the complainttof 
his Friends made him abolHh the name.agaiq, 
as if it was ominous of a fliort Reign. 

After this he rendred to every -one what 
belonged to him; and he married his two 
Daughters, having endowed them well, to 
Probus and Aetius. To the former of whom 
he offered the Government of the City of 
Rome ; but he refufed it, and faid, That In 
thought it'left to be the Governor of Rome, tbtn 
to be the Son in* Law of a Prince. He mad# 
both of them Gonfuls, and gave them great 
Riches. Another day hecatfie to the Senate, 
and made a Profcription of the Friends of 
Vidius Julianut ; fuch as ngainft whom there 
were Accufytions brought, and afterwards or* 
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dered them to be Executed. He heard a great 
many Caufes Pleaded before him. He fe* 
verely puni/hed the Magiftrates of the Pro¬ 
vinces, who Rood accufed by their People, if 
he found the matter of their Accufations proved 
againft them. He looked fo well after the 
pr of the Magazines of Corn, which he 
found in a very low condition, that when he 
died, he left enough for (even years to come. 

fit L P c an E r pe A 10n int0 the Eaft to 
eftablifh the State of Affairs there; not fpeak- 

ing aw thing as yet openly of PefcennmNi. 

[tr, only he immediately fent Yome Legions 

^° f € ric p l°S fea , r ^at Niger fliould poffefs 
himielt of Alexandria or Carthage by the way 

of Libya and Egypt, and fo afflid the People of 
Rme with a want of Corn. He left bomitius , 
Dtxter, Governor of the City of Rome, in the 
place of Baffin, and within thirty days of his 
coming thither, he fet out from it again. Af- Ex. 
ter he had marched as far as to a place called t'^** 0 * 
% Mr*, be had an occafion to appeafe a S atnJl 
great Sedition which wasariten in his Army up- N,ger ‘ 
on the iubje<5t of their Encampments. Here his 
Brother G *4 met him; whom he Commanded 
to do his Duty in what had been ordered him; 
but Gem had been full, when he came, of other 
Hopes. Here alfo the Children of Pefcennius 
wgtr were brought to him, whom he received 
T entertained with the fame Kiiidnefs, as if 
[hey were his own. • He had fent a Legion to 
Kcure the Countries of Greece and Thrace, a- ' 
tymt Niger; But, notwithftanding that, Ni- 
grrhad already feized upon Byzantium and 

pretended 
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pretended to do the lame to the City of H t , 
raclia ; and having put to death a great many 
Perfbns of his Army, becaufe he fufpefted 
them, Severus declared him, together witli 
tAEmilianus, the Proconful of Afia, an Enemy, 
Niger invited Severus to agree to a Participati. 
on of the Empire; but this was flighted, St- 
vtrus promifed him, if he pleated, his Life in 
Safety; But he would give no Qparter to« 4 . 
milianus ; who therefore being beaten foonaf, 
ter upon the Coafts of the HeUeffont by th 
Captains of Severus, fled firft to Cyz,iqua, anj 
then to another City, in which he was Wiled; 

. N j„ er and the Troops of Niger were alio put to the 
defeated, Rout by the fame. 

Severus with the News of thi$, fent Letlen 
to the Senate, as though his Work was done. 
He fought next in Perfon with Niger, aid 
and Jlain, killed him by the City of Cyziqua, and ordered 
his Head to be carried about upon a Spear: 
whofe Children, after this, whom he hadlu- 
therto received with the fame kindnefs as h 
own, and their Mother, he baniihed. Im¬ 
mediately he gave the Senate,by Letter,an ac¬ 
count of his Vi&ory; and he put none to 
death qf the Senators, who had been of the 
fide of Niger , except only one. He was an¬ 
gry with the City of Antioch ; becaufe they 
had both made a mock of his Adminiftration 
v of things in the Eaft, and had furnilhed ti¬ 
ger with Provifions; lo h$ deprived them of 
many of their Privileges. He deprived alfo 
the People of Sicbem in Palefiinl, of their 
Freedom of Rom: becaufe they had been a 
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long time armed for the fervice of Niger, He 
chaftifed feveral other Cities that had followed 
him; and by the Ioffes and damages which he 
made them fuffer, he left upon them the marks 
of nisRelentmcnts. After this, he did a great 
many 1 things about Arabia, He obliged the - 
Tmbim to yield to him, and the People of 
the Country of Adiabene, who were all in the 
lame Jnterefts with Pefcennius Niger. Where- 
fore at his return, he was offered .the honour 
of Triumph, and was Entitled Conqueror of 
the Arabians, Adiabentans, and Partbians ; but* 

{he Triumph he refufed; left it Ihould be pre¬ 
tended that he triumphed a for Victory, gained 
as it were over his own Subjetfs, and he re- 
tuled the Style of Conqueror of the Partbians 
not to offend the Partbians' too fenfibly. 

But no fooner was he returning to Rome 
from the Civil* War of Pefcennius Niger , but he 
had the News of another, which he was to Revolt of 
Main againft Clodtus Albinus, who had re- Clodiu# 
rated in Gallia. This occafioned him to com. Aa,inu, ‘ 
imandthe Children of Niger, and,their Mo- 
ther to be put to death. Then he immediately 
declared Albinus an Enemy, and all his Adhe¬ 
rents, if they had but written tenderly to him. 
or anfwered his Letters. And as he was upon his 
jay againft him, meeting with his eldeftSon 
Bf anus at the Village of ^ near Lions, he 
upon him the Title of Crf/ar, and 
lied him by the name of Aurelius Antoninus 

T he rea f° n whereof was, to cut 
w ins Brother Geta from the hopes which he 
nad conceived of the Empire. And he called 

him 
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him by the name of Antoninus, either becaufs 
he had dreamt that an Antoninus fiiould fucceed 
him, for which reafbn fome&ythat Geta ^A 
had given to himfelf the fame name} or foi 
caufe Severus him (elf had fometime former^ 
b ten of a mind to pads out of his own Famh 
ly into that of Marcus Antoninus. The Cap¬ 
tains of Sevirus were at firft defeated bythofe. 
of Clodius Albinus ; which caft him into that: 
concern, that he confuted with the Augurs & 
tannonid about his Fortune; who told hii, 
that he fliould be the Conqueror* but yet tb| 
his Adverfary fhoald neither fall into tyjj 
power, neither fave himfelf; and that.lty 
(hould perifh by the fide' of a Water. % 
was it long after this,, before (everal of.thjj 
Friends of Albinus abandoned him, and canty 
and prefented themfelves before Severus,M 1 
others of his Captains were taken Prifonet^ 
upon whom he exacted a rigorous Chaftife* 
ment. . 

After agreat many things had paft variouRp 
on both fides, the Battel of Tournom near lim, 
was fought, in whioh Sevirus carried theiBif 
with the greateft (uccefi v only he was ottcfrl 
thrown from hisHorf?, and the Army believing; 
him to be killed, was juft upon the point m. 
making another Emperor, TheSenate hadu 
this time-read (ome things, which were in tilt 
praife ofClodius Celfinus, who was of the City 
of Mahometd in' 'Africa , and’ the Kinfman of 
Albinus ; which diiobliging Severus, as if they 
had meant it< in the favour of Albinus himfwj 
and thinking that he could not better revengu 

it 
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if upon them, than by Confecrating Comma- 
lusi God; he firft of all pronounced him a 
,od amongft the Army, and then writ the 
| ime t0 t ‘ ie Senate, with a, recital of the Vi* 

'toy,-and commanded that the Bodies of the 
Miators who were killed in the fight, fhould 
j left abandoned and unburied. The Body 
FMinus being brought to him, but half 
lead, he ordered his Head to be cut off and 
arned to Rome with the Letters which he writ 
pan this Subjed. He was overcome the ele- 
Hflth day of the Calends of March ; his 
dy was expofcd before his own Tent till 
ftunk: Severus rid his Horfe over it; and 
19 Horfe boggling at it with horror, he forced 
trfon with the Spur. At laft he ordered it 
7 thrown mto the River of Rhofne, toge* 
ierwith thofe of his Wife and Children. 

,He_put toAeath after this an infinite mm.His 
.r^of Perfonsof the Party of Albinus, and trends* 
uongft flip reft, many of the Chief of Rome veri V- 
id (everal ladies of Quality. All whofe 
f s wdre Confifcated, an/returned into 

Tr Hq , di ^ f® f * me > on this oc- ' 
lion, wKh feverai of the Grandees of Spain 

£2rJ S l° rl ? at gave rl,e Soldiers <he 
Weft Pay by this means, that any Prince 
raid;- and to his Children by virtue of this 
rofcnption he left the moft of any Prince at 
death. For he had amafled to himfelf the 
“ P art of the Gold and Silver that was 
T w ’ *nd »n all Spain, and all Italy. He 
is the firft that Conflicted foe Officer of 
urator of the Private Affairs of the Em- 
ft peror; 
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neror- or Keeper of the Privy Fjwfey Mw 
others’ of the Party of Albinm, keeping their 
Faith to him* whjeh they ha^promifea, nerc 
defeated in Battel likewife by S' wr ™' j* 
Arabian Legion had revolted to him. All 
Aggravated the Revenge of Severn upon ^ 
Party: of whom having killed a great mflto 
more, and extinguilhed the whole FamW 
the Albini, he came to Ram m a Cholarj 
the People and the Senate: where he appkyW 
Commodus publickly both to the one andtk 
other s called hima God; fatd they wereo* 
infamous Perfons and Poulttons, to M 
had beendifpleafing: you might 
evidently furious. Then he difcourlet \m 
his own Clemency, though of,all Men MM 
been the moft Cruel, and had murierfld4 
Senators following, without anylegalTg- 
who were all illuftrious Perfon^es. Mam 
ut Stcundinus, Afellius 0audtanus, Claudmrjr 
fus, Vitellius Viftor, Van w M Jg 
Celfut, JssRus Rufus, hoius TtoMus. Am 
him Comeliansssi, Antoninus Baibas, Bojtim 
Severn, Sergius Luftratus, Fabm Panlmni,m 
nisss Gracchus, Mufitus Fabiaw, Caftemdk 

grippinus , Cejonius Albtnsss, - .Claudius jM 
nm, Mersmius Rufinas, CafpermvfmlhM 
• Cocceius Versts, Rrucm Clam, L. Suh,<M 
Rufus, Egnatuleius Honoratsu, Petrontus Jttm I 
Ft/bus, Neratianus, Aurelianwr'MatemnmrM 
Hanses, and Albinus, of the Family of the jj 
• w_ VMttHmanus . TMitanUSY m 
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tennis; Macrinus , Faujtinianus , Jultanmy 
the Family of the Cerellii;HerenmusFt 
Sulpifm Canus, Valerius Catulmus, Novssu 


fill 


M Claudsm Arabians*,- itid Marius Afcillio 
Of thefe, part Were of the de-’ 

,g»e:ofcfceCcmfBiy^ dther^Pr^tfrs; but all 
certainly very ei'ceUint Mert: the murdering 
iMtfhbrhj fa matriyandfoiltoftVidUs, as they 
iwrte/made the Africans admire Severn- as a 
Deity; He charged Cindus Sevef-us With a dd- 
fign to have Pdyfonetf hint, afld (o likewifd 
put; him to ddatH Hd th6W ,: N^cips, who 
had ftrangled Codfrnetfus, tbthe'LuM Many 
oft dblcure Note and Birth befideS he killed, 
not to fpeak of ohe reft who wdrd taken oflF By 
therightsof Wan 

After all this;. being willing to recommend 
tfmfelf to the People’ he removed the Charge 
eft the Poll, and the 1 Piiblick Carriages from 
Ftivafee PcrfottSj today it upon the Exchequer. 

He ordered his Son Bajfiams Antoninus, to be Declares 
Glared C«e/«r by the Senate, and to Wear the his Son 
%%nsof Majdfty accordingly .* and next of Caefar. 
w ewn abfolute Authority, he drefled Sta- 
Nstdhis Father, Mother, Grandfather, and 
%n»ft Wife. . He conceived fuch a great 
■pfo againft PlaUtiaHus, after knowing his 
jfey-that from an liitirriate Favourite, he de¬ 
wed him a pubhek Enemy; and did him 
Hfgrace taihrow down hi* Statues which 
re 1 had beefa phiebd ridxt cd thole of the 
Ufctions andHAHies df S'eDkriis, in all places of 
w Empire whore they were. Hd remitted 
w People of Pdluftine, ttye Punifhments which 
* had menaced them With in the Caufe of ' 

Nennius Higef. Afterwards he received Plan- 
inw farorif again, and banlfhed his End- 
R % miesf 
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mies: who entred the City, as it were in Tri¬ 
umph, and went up to the Capitol; and 
in Procefs of time, for all that he killed hup, 
He gave the Man’s, or the Roman Gown, to 
Get a his youngeft Son; and married his EldeR 
to a Daughter of Plautianus. He made them 
both Confuls; hut Geta, his own Brother, $ 
killed. Then the Parthian Wit came on* 
upon his going to which, hefirft treated tl» 
People with the Games of the Gladiators, aid 
gave them a Largefs. But ftill he put to dead 
leveral Perfons, whether for real, or In¬ 
tended Caufes, whilft thefe things pad. Soiix 
becaufe they Rallied upon him ; others bedtilt 
they held their Tongues and faid nothii 
* Some becaule they had faid, He was aoi 
fern that had not his name for nothing. A rlfh 
Pertinax, a right Severus. . 1 

The Par- As for the Parthian War, certainly it wis 
thiw Ex. generally faid that Severus affe&ed it outofi 
fchtton. defire of Glory, rather than that he was < 
ried upon it by any neceflttv. He imbarl 
his Army at the Port of Brindifi\ fromwhe 
continuing on his Journey, he came into, 
ria, where he prepared himleif tomakel 
upon the Partbiam in their own Country,'a® 
he had driven them out of thejr Footings f 
this. Together with which, by the advice 
Plautianus^ he hunted after the Reliques of li 
Faction of Pefcetmius Nigtr , and flew thd 
without Mercy. Others he flew, pretend 5 " 
,that they had confulted theAjlrologers 
the Diviners concerning his death. Pari 
larly he lulpe&ed everyone that was but pi 
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per to make an Emperor of. Whilft his Sons 
were yet little, which was the time for Men 
to try their Fortunes, either he heard, that it 
was laid by them, or he imagined, that they 
faid lo. But yet as to fome, who were mur¬ 
dered, he exculed himleif, and denied that it 
had been done by his order; and particularly 
Mttius Maximus lays, he did it In the Cafe of 
Lam. His own Sifter making him a Vifit 
from the Town of Napoli di Barharia , where 
he was born, had brought her Sop along 
with her : ana as Ihb was one that was fcarce 
(able to /peak the Latin Tongue, Ihe made the 
Emperor blufh for her very much: who gave 
her feveral rich Prelents, and made her Spn a 
Senator; but when that was done, he ordered 
her to go back to her own Country again, 
find take her Son with her, who fooin after died. 

. The Summer being over, becaufe in thofe 
Tarts the Winter is the belt Seafon for War, 
leentred into the Kingdom of Parthia ; and 
•obliging the Enemy to give' way to him, 
marched forward, and let himfelf down 
before Ctefipbon , which he took. But as his 
Soldiers had lived but upon the Roots of tty; 
Herbs which they found, whereby they had 
contra&ed great ficknefles, and particularly 
>h? Flux, which hindered their Marches, he 
jatisficd himfelf with the Conqueft which he 
bad made, having killed a great number of 
ihe Enemy, and put to flight their King, 
which gained him the Title of Conqueror of 
the iartbians. His eldeft Son the Gefar Baf. 
fans Antoninus , of thirteen years of Age, was 
R ; upon 
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upon this pccafion by the Army proclaimed* 
Partner in the Empire with his Father* an! 
his younger Son, Get a Anfcnwus, was declare 
at the fame time Cafar . Wherefore Severn 
gave to the Army a very large Donative, an< 
ail the Booty of the Town pf Ctefpbon, accofj, 
mg to their defire, which they were bccotpp 
the Mafters ofi From thence he returned j 
Conqueror into Syria . The Senate oif^ 
Rtfafts a him the Hr nor of a Triumph: which here- 
Triumph. f u f C( j j btcaJe he could not fit in the Chariot, 
by reafon ot the Gout, which affli&ed him, 
But he permitted his Sojn fo receive it in k 
Place* to whom the Senate had decreed a 
Triumph in relation to the fucceifes over the' 
Jews. For all things had pafied well in Snii { 
as well as Parthia, under the Conduct ot$t> 
•vents. In fine, being co/ne to Antioeb, la 
granted to his eldeft Spn the Roman Gown, 
and appointed him to he Conful with himfel 
Accordingly they both entred upon their 0>ni 
fullhips in Syria. After which, having gratified 
the Army with a Bounty upon that Subjedj 
they took their way to Alexandria. 

In this Expedition he made a great mapi 
Laws to EiiabWh the Rights of the Peopled 
Pale (l me. Her forbad Men to turn Jews, un* 
der a great pena!ty,and he made the likeOrdi- 
nances as to the Chriftians. He granted toll* 
City of Alexandria the Privilege of a Senate: 
be/ides which he changed their Laws infevera 
things. He was much plealed with his Voy* 
age into thefe Parts, to lee the Worfliip of tlto 
God Seraph f and becaufe of the fingularftrang- 
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nefi of the Animals, and places which he law 
here. He viewed Memphis and Memnon , the 
pyramids and the Labyrinth, with great Care 
and great Satisfa&ion. _ • 

U would be too tedious to purfiie the Life 
ot this Prince in Matters of a leffer Note. 
Therefore his diminilhing the Power of the 
Pretorian Guards at Rome, after Julianas was 
conquered and killed, and his confecratirtg 
ftrtinax a God.contrary to the Will of the Sol¬ 
diers, were bold and great Actions. He feems 
:ohavedeferved the Name of Pertinax , (which 
once he aflumed ) not fo much for his Aftedion 
:o Pertinax the Emperor, as for the aufterity of 
lis manners, and his own pertinacioufnefs in 
nrhat he did. As one of the Enemy, who was 
taken had caft himfelf humbly at his Feet, and 
laid to him; Sir % vohat would your [elf have done in 
itjplace ? He not at all loftened with fo pru- 
lent an Expreffion, commanded him to be 
tilled without remorfe. He was bent upon 
itterly extirpating the Parties that were againft 
tim, and almoft from no place did he come 
offlefs than Conqueror. 

He conquered Abgarus, the King of Per ft a. His other 
The Arabians yielded themlelves under his Success. 
Obedience. He made the Adiabeni Tributary 
to him. He fortified Great Britain , which is 
the greateft Ornament of his Reign, with a 
Trench drawn crofi the Ifland, from the one 
Ocean to the other, from whence he received 
the Title of Conqueror of the Bri tains. He put 
his Native Country of Tripoli into a Condi* 
tion of the greateft Security, and a lading 

R 4 Peace 
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Peace, by fubduing thofe moft Warlike Kj. 
dons, which lie all about it; for which thj 
Tripolines in return, prelented him with Ov 
4 and Corn, every Year in abundance; ai! 
gave for that purpole fome fruitful Fields f# 
ever to the People of Rome. As he was 0/1 
Temper to be implacable towards fuch as trail! 
grefled their Duty ; To on the other hand, be 
was of a Angular good Judgment in making 
Choice of Perfons to ferve him, who were 
Men of Fidelity. He was much addiftedio 
the Studies of Philofophy and Eloquence, aoj 
had a defire to know the reft of the Sciences 
He was a mortal hater of Robbers. He writ 
his qwn Life, himfelf faithfully, as he wasa 
private Man, and as he Emperor; in which 
however, he excufes as much as he can, tk 
Fault of his Cruelty. The Senate gave dii 
Judgment upon him, that either he ought nt 
ver to have been born, or he ought never to 
die. Becaufe he feemed at once to be too 
Cruel to keep, and too ufeful to lole. 

Hu Wife In the mean time, as to his Affairs within lit 

Jufpniea. own Family, he was not fo very Prudent. F 01 
the Virtue of his Wife Julia was much to belli- 
Ipeded. She was alfo an Accomplice in a Con 
ipiracy that was form’d again ft him, yet hefpi' 
red her, and kept her with him. Whilft hefty 
lame of the Gout in his Feet, which retarded tk 
Operations of the War, which the Army boro 
impatiently, they had nominated his Son &#• 
vus > to inardi as Emperor at the Head of them. 
Several immediately upon this, called a Coiin- 
cil of War, to which, caufing himfelf to bo 
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taken up, and carried and placed upon the 
Tribunal; and having cited to it all the Tri¬ 
bunes, Centurions, Captains, and the principal 
Officers of the Army, that had been the Au- 
thors of that Action, together with his Son • 
be demanded of them all, Whether they were 
, returned to their Duty ? who all, except his Son, 
whom he had pardoned, proftrating rhemfelves 
before him for Mercy; fays he, I hope now you 
,are fatisfied , it is the Head that rules, and not 
the Feet. Another very remarkable Expref- 
fion of his, is, being one whom Fortune had 
railed from a low Birth by fevcral degrees to 
the Empire, with the Afliftance of Letters, and 
the Knowledge that he had acquired in Arms* 
fays lief have bee , t hint s,and all's worth nothing 
He died at Turk in Great Britain, in an ad- HisDeaht. 
vanced Age, and the Eighteenth Year of his 
Reign, of a very violent Malady, the Gout, 
after having fubdued the Nations which were 
troublefome to the Repofe of that Country. 

He left Two Sons, Antoninus BaJJianus and 
Geta, to which latter he gave the lame Name 
of Antoninus , in Honour of the Emperor Mar- 
m Antoninus. He was interred in the Sepul¬ 
chre of Marcus Antoninus, for whom of all the 
Emperors, he had that Honour, and held his 
Memory fo dear, that he confecrated even 
his Son Comtnodus Antoninus a God, and thought 
that for the future, the Name of Antoninus 
ought to bp infeparable from die Perfon of the 
inperor, as well as that of Augujlus , for ever. 

I he Senate, his Children, and thole of his Fa¬ 
mily, joyned to make a magnificent Funeral 

for 
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for him, and he was likewife enrolled in the 
Number of the Gods. The publick Works df 
his that are extant, are chiefly the/e; the Sep. 
tiz,onium, his Baths, and his Jam. Thejudg. 
ment that was parted upon him after his Death 
was fo much the more to his Honour, as his 
Son, and tliofe Princes that came after, proved 
unfortunate to the State; when all things weit 
abandoned into the Hands of Robbers, that 
made a Prey of all the Grandeur and the RK 
ches of the Romans. He was fo little curious 
of fine Cloaths, that his Veft had fcarce any 
Studs of Purple upon it; and over that, he wore 
a loofe fhagged Coat. He eat little, and loved 
above all things the Peafe, Beans, and Pulfe of 
his own Native Country ; he fometimes drank 
pretpy freely; often quite abftained from fle/h. 
if is Per■ He was Jiandfome as to his Perfon; big, with 
Jonage. a j on g g earc j. hj s n a j r naturally curl’d j of an 
awful Countenance; a fweet Voice, but font* 
thing of an African Tone with it to the lafl 
After his Death, he was more beloved than 
ever he had been during his Life ; becaufo 
People then had ceafed to envy him, and be* 
caufe they were out of the fear of his Cruelty. 

I remember, I have read in t/£lius Mams, 
the manumitted Servant of Pblegots of Tralles, 
that this Prince, when he died, rejoyced infr 
nitely, that he left behind him two Sons of 
the Name of Antoninus to fucceed in the Em¬ 
pire, and to be of equal Power with one ano¬ 
ther, after the Example of the Emperor Anto¬ 
ninus Pius, who was fucceeded at once by 
Manus Antoninus and Vtrus Antoninus , who 

yet 
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yet being the Sons of that Prince but by A- 
doption $ it pleafed Severus fo much the more, 
to think that his two Sons were his own, and 
derived of his own Blood ; that is, Baftanut 
Antoninus , whom he had by his firft Wife, and 
Gita Antoninus, whom he had by Julia. But 
he was much miftaken in his good hopes as 
to them both. The untimely Murder of the 
one, and the Vices of the other equally de¬ 
prived the State of reaping any Good by 

'And really when I have fometime reflc^ed 
upon this, I have with aftonifhment obferved, 
nwy it pleafe your Majefty O Dioclefian, that 
Jewom any of the great Men have ever 
kit a good and an ufeful Son behind them, 
ait either they have died all without Iflue, or 
if they have had Children, their Children have 
been Inch, that it had been better for their 
Glory to have left none at all. To begin 
nith Romulus, he left the World no Children t 
ijor NumaPompilius, who were of any Service 
to the State. What fhall I fay of Camillas t 

?v > C , h,1 J dr ? n MHhimfelf? What had 
Scipio ?^ What had the Cato’s, who were allfuch 
great Men ? What rtiali l fay of Homer, De- 
mofibenes, ftrgil, Saluft, Terence, Plautus, and 
o many other excellent Perfons ? What /hall 
Kay of c ^ r ? What /hail I fay of TuUy l 

K that ^LM? <1 been much betf er» that he had 
7 n ? children neither. What Ml I fay of 
Wufius hun/elf ? ■ who had not a good even 
adopt, ve Son, though he had ail the World to . 

” ■ out T ra J*n was alio mirtaken in the 

* Choice 
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Choice that he made of his own Country¬ 
man, and one of his own Blood. But to o- 
mit any more adoptive Sons for the fake of 
Antoninus Pint and Marcus Antoninus, who were 
Two (jich Divinities: What had been hap. 
pier than Marcus Antoninus , if he had not left 
Commodus his Heir ? what more Glorious than 
Septimius Sever us , if he had never begotten 
Bajjianus ? who murdered his Brother, for a 
Crime malicioufly invented by himfelf, and 
then charged it upon him who married hit 
Mother-in-Law, who was as good as an own 
Mother to him, and in whole Arms he had 
before killed her Son, his Brother • who killed 
Papipian , that San&uary, that Treafure of 
all the Do&rine of the Laws, only becaufe 
he would not juftify lb cruel a Fratricidal 
Therefore in companion with this So n,Severn 
the Father, though he was in all Refpedh a 
hard, or rather a cruel Prince, was accounted 
Pious, and worthy of the Conlecration of a 
God; who as he lay on his Death-Bed, lent, 
they lay, to this his Son, that Divine Oration 
i nSalufi, of the King Micipfa to his Children. 
But it was lo quite loft upon Bajfianus Ante- 
nittus, that he lived long in the hatred of the 
People, to whom although he gave a Bounty 
of thole Coats called Caracada , from whence 
himlelf hath the Name of Caracadus ;, arid 
though he built thole Baths of his Name, which 
are very Magnificent, yet that Holy and Ve¬ 
nerable Stile of Antoninus , .became much'the 
lefs beloved for his lake. He, as we are told, 

• built Befides the Portico which is at Rome, with 

• very 
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very great Splendor, in which there are repre- 
lented, the memorable Exploits of Severest 'his 
Father. 

The Signs fore running the Death of the sigmfm* 
Emperor Septsmm Severn, were thele. He running 
dreamt, that he was carried up to Heaven in a bisDtatb. 
Chariot, drawn by four Eagles, and enrich’d 
with precious Stones, and I know not what 
large humane Form flying before him: that as 
he was elevated in the Air, he difplay’d the 
Numbers Eighty Nine, beyond which Age pre’- 
ctfeJy he did not Jive; for he was already old' 
when he came to the Empire. Then that hb 
wntinued a long time alone and deftitute of 
help, in a great Circle Ky himlelf, till at laft, 
fearing to fall to Earth again, he faw himfelf 

called by Jupiter , and placed amongft the Anto- 
nmjfes • One day wnilft the Games of the 
Cirque were celebrating, as there were three 
Figures of Victory, with Palms in their hands 
placed according to Cuftotri upon the PJatforto 
where the Emperor’s Throne is; that in the 
nuddfo bearing a Globe, on which was in- 
Icnbed the Name of Severus , was blown down 
with a biaft of Wind to the Ground, and 
tore lay. The other, which was inferibed 
with the Name of Geta, fell, and was broken 
o pieces; but that which was inferibed with 
the Name of Bajfianus ftood, but wifh much 

AW a f d J j ft i t 8 -i? a, J m .‘ brandl in the Wind. 

Alter he had finilhed his Wall or Trench ill 

weat Britairty and was returning to the next 

Garnfon vidorious, having hereby allured the 

leace of that Country forever, he was think- 

mor 
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ing in his mind, what fort of Omen he fhouW 
meet with upon it; a BUck-moor who was rf 
the Number of his Soldiers, and who was i 
famous Droll, always ready to make feme plea, 
fant piece of Rallery, prefcnts himlelf btfefc 
him, with a Crown in his hand made of Cy. 
prefs; Severn in anger, commanded him ins 
mediately to retire out of his fight, being 
fibly touched with the double ill Omen of hi 
Hew, and the Matter of his Crown.. In the 
mean time faid the Man, YourMajefiy bsii 
been all Things, and conquered ad Things, «% 
he a God. Being afterwards returned tod* 
City of York, and going to discharge his Devs 
tion, he was conduced by a miftake of ad 
Augur, into a Temple of Rollon*, and next 
the Beads which were prefented, to him to fo 
crifice, were black: But he refilling to Saerh 
fice in that colour, retired to the: Palace,> and 
the fame black Vidims being left ttegleded by 
the Priefts, went after him as far as to the Gates 
of thp Palace. 

His pub. In a great many Cities there, are World 

lie Works, which he ordered to be done, which are excel* 
lent; but particularly at Rome, all the public! 
Edifices which were decaying by old-Age, and 
the courfe of time, he reftored, and which was 
a great A&ion inhim* without fcdrqe ever iiv 
bribing his own Name upon one of them, but 
every where continuing upon them the Names 
of their antient Founders. At his Death he 
left in the publick Stores, Corn, to lervefot 
Seven Years to come, at the rate of expending 
Seventy Five Thoufand Modii a day, whereof 
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each Modiui was a Peck and half. And for 
Oyl, he left fuch a Quantity, as was Efficient 
not only for the City of Rome, but all Italy 
upon occafion, for Five Years. They fay that 
his hit Words were thefe; I found the State 
wbm I received it, every where in Difiurbance ,, 
I leave it in Peace even to the Britains. Old 
end Lame, as I am, 1 leave the Empire firm to 
m Sons, if they are good: But in a feeble Con • 
ditton for them, if they are bad. The lad Watch¬ 
word which he ordered to be given to the Tri¬ 
bune, was, Laboremm, let us take Pains j as 
that of Pertinax , the firft day that he was ad¬ 
mitted to the Empire, was, Milstemus, let us 
heht. He had defigned a fecond Royal Image 
of Fortune to be made and added to that 
which always dands in the Emperor’s Cham-i 
bers, and is ufed to accompany them in all 
Places where they go i he defined to leave of 
thole mod facred Figures, to each of his Sons 
ono. But when he found himlelf prefled 
with the approaching hour of his Death, it is 
W he ordered that that Image of Fortune, 
which there was, mould be carried alternative¬ 
ly >nto the Chambers of his Two Sons: but 
Manus Antoninus flighted that Order, even 
before he had killed his Brother. 

His Body was brought from Great Britain to 
Rome, where it was received with the greateft 
Reverence of all the - Provinces; though fome 
lay, it was only his Alhes which were brought 
to Rome, repofed in a little Urn of Gold 
which was interred in die Sepulchre of the 
dnttnmjjes; and that the Body was burnt up- 

on 
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on the place where he died. When he built 
the SeptiMniunt, he had no other Defign in it, 
but to make appear the Magnificence of his' 
Work, to the Eyes of thole, who particularly 
Ihould come out of his Native’Country of 
Africa ; and if he had not been prevented, it is 
fuppofed, he would have made a (lately Intraio 
from thence to the Palace Royal; as afterward 
the Emperor Alexander Severus would have 
done, but that the Soothfayers prohibited him, 
for Realons in their Art. 
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[ T is a difficult thing, and fuch as we rare¬ 
ly fee done, to publifh. to the World a juft 
Account of Perfons who die under the 
lotion of Rebels and Ufiirpcrs, by being 
Conquered, and becaufe they are concluded 
'byanother Peifon’s Victory# All the Cir- 

S cun i (lances 


i6i The Life of . Vol.t 

cumftances of (ud. are force ever fully « 
' ' preffed in the Monuments, and the Annals of 

the Antients; for that which is great of them, 
and to their Honours, is either generally d& 
praved and turned another way, or it is ftp. 
prefled. Neither is there lo much Care taken 
. to leek into the things that concern th*ir G«. 
gine and their Lives; as to recount their Ends. 
For when they have brought them to tbit, 

. and told the War, in which they were over¬ 
come, and how they fuffer d for the boldnefirf 
their Attempts, they petluade thejipleliresjm 
rj {s £x . have Laid enough about them. Thus Pifut 
iraBwu mm Niger was, as fome fay, born of very or- 
dinary, as others, of honourable Parents; tba 
is, the. latter fay, thaj his Father was Jm 
FufcmM Mother Lawpridia, his Grandfatba 
the Curator of the Town, of Aquino: accor¬ 
ding to which, his Family was of the Bp 
ftrian'Order: but yet this is a thing wW 
this day, others will difpiite. His Initruflw 
in Letters was but indifferent, no more that 
was his Eftate. His manner of Life wasn» 
derate ; his Temper hot enough; but partw 
larly of an unbridled Paflion to Ljberty(M 
was a long time a Centurion, and aftetvMi! 
through leveral other Commands in the Wif 
came to be the General of the FopsJ 
Syria , unto which the Emperor CommoitkW 
preferred him, by the Credit and the recoil 
mendation chiefly of that very Perlon, ail 
things went at that time, „who afcervran 
ftrangled Ccmmodus, 

Af« 
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After the Death o (Commodas, and the Death 
alio of hisrSudceflbr Pertinax , Pefcettnius Niger lit 
up for the Empire upon tfte Authority of the 
tome Forces of Syria * encouraged to it from 
Rfiht, where Didm Julianas, who had fuc- 
ceded to Pertinax , was 16 hated by the People, 
tlmthey publickly curfed him, anff threw 
Stones at him, and prayed, that the Gods would 
give them Niger ia be their Prince, and Niger 
fo idme to the Sufccoiir of the City. Here¬ 
upon Julianas (eht a Centurion with Orders 
to bring him the’Head t>f Niger, which was si 
very; impruderit r Fancy indeed, as if it was fuch 
an, eafie matter for a-Angle Centurion to make 
himfelfthe f^aftcr of one, who was at the Head 
ofi puiflarit'Ai'riJy, and could very weJJ main¬ 
tain himfelfi With the lame imprudence it was 
thaf.he propofed to takeoff the Head of Se~ 
utr'm, after he hdfl already been declared Em. 
j)«ror, and to fend a Man to command in hid 
place. For he had fent the known Aflaffine, 

Amlim a Centurion, to him to kill him; as 
if lo powerful a General, was lo ealily to 
w killed by a Centurion. But yet all this was 
is Judicious, as his pretending to prohibit Se- 
vtm from the Empire by Law, becaufe him. 
felt was in the prior Pofleflion of it. 

' Ih fine, the Inclinations of the People to- He it t>e~ 
Wirds Pefcennitss Niger, and their averhon to lov'd by 
plrnm, appeared Efficiently in this; that thel>eo P l * 
wnilft Julianut was Entertaining them with 
ine Games of the Cirque; even then, they 
called upon the Name of Pefcennius Niger , 

*ad Wilhed publickly for his coming to the 
$ i SuccPur 
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Succour of the City. {Jpon which occafion 
Julianus it is (aid pronounced thefe Words, Thu 
if they bad, him, he would not Reign long ova 
them , no more than himfelf. ■ But Severn , 
(aid, might , though be v>as the msfi of all, to j, 
bated by every body ; which in the event proved 
true. 

Now in the time that Severus was the Lieu* 
tenant of the Province of Lugdunm in 
Pefcennius Niger and he had contracted a yerj 
great Friendmip with one another; infon^ 
that the latter having acquitted himfelf in few 
Actions there with a great deal of Brar^ 
and Hooefty againft the Enemy; he reikfel 
himfelf fo perfedrly agreeable to Severn, tfej 
Severus recommended him to the IjtaptyW 
Commodus, and engaged for him, as a Perfoq 
that was neceflary to be employed in^fe 
State. And certainly he wts a very good Sol 
dier, and underftood the Difeipline of Wit 
perfectly well. He never fuffered his Met 
to extort from their Quarters in the Province, 
Wood or Qyl, or any manner of Service, H« 
never made Gain to himfelf out of their Fm 
nor when he was a Tribune. did he fuifer fe 
other Officers to do fo: And after he was fa 
up to be Emperor, he commanded two Tri¬ 
bunes who were guilty of making Advantage 
to themfclves out of the Pay of their Soldiers, 
to be ftoned to Death. 
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^LETTER of Severn him- 
/fclf, written to fyigonius Celfus the 
Governoilr of Gallia, fays thus of 

him. 

i 

/ 

I T it a miferable thing, that we. cannot mi- Letters in 
tate the Military Dijcipline of him whom we 
have overcome in the Field ; whereas your Men 
do nothing hut ramble here apd there ; the Tri- 
bents are Bathing themfelves at Noon day , Dine 
bt Taverns, and Lye in Inns ; Dance , Drink and 
Sing, and call this the only Rule that they have, 
tbit , they Drink without all Rule. Certainly, 
jMd thefe Things be, if n>e had the leaf Vein 
tfthe Difeipline of our Fore fat heri in ui ? Fir ft 
litrefire , correct the Tribunes, and then you will 
intend the Soldiers ; who will no longer ft and in 
ftar of you , if you are in fear of them. Tou may 
this by Pefcennius Niger, that the Soldiers 
»» never be kept to their Duties, unlefs the Tri 
hhes and the Captains that are over them, ap~ 
ftoye themfclves before them, good and virtuous 
Min, 

So much the Emperor Severus owned con¬ 
cerning his Rival Pefcennius Niger , of whom 
had gotten the Victory. The Emperor 
Marcus Antoninus hath a Letter to Cornelius 
wfe* concerning him, which fays thus. . 


70 V 
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'eyerut fays in his own Life, that before that his 
. _ r . . , «5ns Were come to be . of an Age to fucceed 

O U commend Pefcenniu* to me. I WKj 'he had intended when he was fick, if he 
him. For your PrjdeceJJor told me, ffi lL tldied. to appoint before all others Pefcennius 
be was a brave Man, , of ap honefi Life t and chdim Mmui t0 be hjs Succeflbrs; 

that he was worthy to be prompted «;%Vlho U gh afterwards they were both the one and 
Station. So 1 have Cent Letters, which ah to W t he other his greateft Enemies, But However, 
read at the Head of the Troops, wberetpj have sp j 5 an Argument of the good Opinion' that 
dered him the command of a body of Three Sevenus had of Niger. 


%n 


dred Armenians, One Hundred Sarmatians n i| 
One Jhoufand of our own Mem, It is for 
to tell them, that it is not the Atpbifm 
Pefcennius, becaufe this is not confonant wit^ng' 
Principles ; but it is his Valour and good Majtpttlj 
which hath raifed him to that place , that tfj 
Grandfather Hadrian, and my great Grandff h 
Trajan did never beflow, but upon Perjotyf 
whoje Merits they were mofi ajjured. 

The Emperor Commodus (ays thus of the jityl 
Perfon. 


If we may believe Severus, Pefcennius Niger 
m a Man ambitious of Glory, ofaLifeclofe 
andreferved, and of an advanced Age, whpn 
lie invaded the Empire; from which laft Cir- 
cumftance he takes the Liberty, to blame him, • 
if himfelf had come to the Empire much 
younger; whereas he reigned but Eighteen 
Years, or thereabouts, and yet died at the Age 
of Eighty Nine. At the fame time that Severut 
|fent Heracfius into Bitbynia to fecure that 
)untry, he fent Fulvius to go and get into 

I lis Cuftody the Children of Pefcennius Niger, 
ifho' were then in the Flower of their Youth. 

» * * 11 n i i ‘ 


. r • • --compofe the State of the &*/?. But 

ral, at Joon as the old Age 'of /Ehus CiordueQu® ff i t ha], he commanded fome Legions into 
'•engages him to quit the Service of the Statt<iMjf r i ca) to prevent that. Niger fhould not poffefs 

_ . . . t . . Ifiimfelf of that Quarter, and .thereby ‘affjift 

, Thele were the Opinions of all Pwjplie People of Rome with a want of the Corn 
therefore about him. Severn had often wlfrom tHence. For though the Paflage both 
he would gore him his Life with all his n e ^l|y Sea and Land Was difficult, yet it did ryot 
if he would dehft from his, Enterprife. JHleem impoffible for Niger to dp this, efpecial* 
was made Coriful by the Emperor if he took his way through tho Countries 

who in that point gave him the preced?ncf # f v em , nd Li y va « 

pveo to Severnij which Severn was difobligei $4 In 

Severtr 
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■ mean time, Niger Was in the mj(Tef| 

JRph of Greece, Thraciia and Macedonia, wfc 
Severn came agaihft him into the Eafi. tl 
ptopofed to Sevens, that they hiight belW 
hers m the Ethpii-e, with one another, but'ifil 
Jyas Highted; on the other hand, Severn I 
fered him his Life in Exile, but this mJ 
flighted. So whereas had jiut to dediHft. 

• yeral ilJuftrious Perfons, Sevents declared lam 
together with esEMianus, art Enemy. tg 
He O t, lS pMins of Severn engaged fit-ft foj 
defeated ty * n,tiia ' ius , and beat him. After Which (lift 
andfain. er'*aged With Niger himfelf^over wltoniK! 
vmg gbtten the Viftory, he fled, but hiMil 
ly wounded; and being taken by a Life 
which h by the Gity of Cizitjua, and brought 
' ln $ e Condition that he was in to StvtW. h 
expired preletttly after. 1 

His Head was carried about Upon a Spilt 

%n 0me ' Sons killed, his Wife 
killed, his Mate confifcated, and his Whole 
.Family extinguiJhed. But yet it was ndt ij 
after the News of the Rebellion ofClodhu 'M 
pmus % that all this was done; beciufe tl 
rhen, the Banifhment of his Wife and 1‘“ 
dren nad contented Severus ; who wastnao 
much worie, and much more unmerciful, thi 

?? J?* '% th,s ’ hy r the next ^rhe had #ji 

J rT' : for f ken he flew an iiiftii 
if ( o?° er .?^ Sei }? t i ors, l artd fotae called him u 
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# *“2^% !S2r 

Earti i Voilic (o vSfy’ ihd Arrifto *li L 
^ hi tod, wKte 

if the J VVi ' ld 

W "JJM Mile i * nibdfeft Gountonaftce 

S&fe;^rate fat thart meager; loved 
but little; never lay with 
IS *2* Cbrtceptibn, and then hfe 
aW ™* ^ h ,! ch made him when he was m 

?A b A -l W !i C r t ce,<ibrated for his Chaftity. 

J?,? 6 . A [ c h of the Gallery which is in the 
Girdent biCothhsodus , we hate to this day 
his Picture ddne in MoCaiek Wni-t ■ ***,*»■*& 

* g* ^ys ofZ prin'IfamS^ 

!u^i er ^ s bf ^Goddef S /y&. J%"was 
iherefore a Vety Excellent Soldier, a Valiartt 

foftish* ,• §2*?'’ a h , an Ihuftrrotis Gort- 

^ al,s at home and Employ- 
ments ^iOad; bbt an unhappy Emperor P He 

, S ht have been of greatuffe to the State 
l tt * I ^ , h de as if fo be that 

S, rvr<?d on his fide. But he was 
rhifled by the GourifOJj of Scivsss Aurelianus 
W j 6 h^ ccntraaed his Daughters to his Soh* J 
-h* [*afoa J®^Wm Z’ 

■ WSSt^s* as he Could ' » «"*•+ 

m?hAu- y ‘’T “nfiderable a Man he 
SA£V t m ” S *” d hisGri- . 

64* W < ? urt w “ /o <l»t he writ 
r rhe tmperor Marcus Antoninus, and 

fc Wards »£***., wfien he perceived 
m much the Provinces were ruined by 

making 
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making too ■ frequent changes , ia the Perfons 
. . who-goyerned them ; that in ; , the nrft place, 
m, Skill nd.Prefident, or Lieutenant, or Proconful of 
in Civil a province (hould be. fucceeded by another, bo 
Affairs. fQre the term of Five Years; that when that 
term was expired,,the faid Magiftrates mould 
give an Account,, how they had adminiftrcd 
die Power which they had been intruded 
withi and then that no Perfons who were 
not of good Extractions, (hould be ad¬ 
mitted to ferve in thole high Offices of 
State. Befides this, it was a fuggeftion of his, 
that the Afleflors attending upon the Gorer- 
noursand other Magiftrates or the Provinces, 
to .affift them, in Counfel, (hould be piw 
red in their, turns unto the higheft Honours; 
which was obterved afterwards by the Empe¬ 
ror Sever us, and thenceforward by many o- 
thers, as appears by the Examples of Vdn 
and Ulpian,, who had been both AHeflorj to 
Pqpinian, and' were both of them afterwards, 
ffift employed .in the Office of Secretary 
the one for the Difpatches, the other for the 
Registers, and then loon after they were made 
theCaptains of the Guards. It is, aUo from him 
that, ,no body is an Aflefibr top Judge, but ip 
his own Province; and that no one adraini- 
fters that Charge at Rente, but what is a Na¬ 
tive of the City. , He added befides, that, there 

. jhould be Salai;ies appomted fpr f certainCoun' 

feilors, that they might not,be a. Charge up¬ 
on thofe who were the; Afleflors, becaufe a 
Judge (he (aid) yvas neither.to give nor take 
gny thing. A s for the Soldiery he was; 
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ftri# upon thofe, that when (ome of them Mili- 
who were, in Garrifon upon the Frontiers in taryDifii- 
Egypt had asked him for (ome Wine, he an- ? line ' 
fwered, You have the River Nile there, and dq 
p ask me for Wine ? And certainly, the Wafer 
of that River is fo fweet and fo pleafant, that 
thofe of the Country have no defire at all to 
drink Wine. Others that had been beaten i?y 
the Saracens, murmuring, and being upon the 
point pf!a Sedition, laying, Wehave had no 
W\ne.to drink, we cannot Fight. He anfwered, . 

For Jhame, when, thofe that beat you drink Wafyr\ 

The People of the. Prpyince qf Palafiine , pray¬ 
ing, that the , Tax which ivas upon their 
Lands might be abated, becaufe they cried they 
were overcharged; he made them Anfwer, 

Tm would have j he Tax taken off of your Lands t 
fat l will tax your very Air that you breath. 

During that great Commotion of the State, . 
when there were three Emperors fee up at 
pneand the fame, time, that is, Septimus Se¬ 
mi, Pefcennius Niger , and -Clodius Albinus; 
the Oracle of Delphos was confulted, which of 
them would be the bed for the JPubJick to carry 
f’ T h ? Q^kile anfwered in fome obfeure 
Words in Greek, but which were utiderftood 
tougnify, that Niger was the beft, Sever us 
was well enough, and Albinus the word of 
the Three. After this, their Curiofity lead 
them to. ask the Oracle, which of theThree then 
mould be the Perfon that (hould at lad carry 
f j the Anfwer was to this effetf, That the 
Watte and the Black , that is, Albinus and Niger 
lm4 be killsand ^African born ( which 

Severn 
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Swims Was) fhould pojtflfs the Empire of tk 
World. Then they asked further, who (hould 
fucceed that African, the Oracle anfwfcr©f 
That be fhould be one, who was of the Named 
the Pious. Which was not at all underfloor 
till BaJJianus the eldeft Son of Severut aitunied 
the Name of Atstoninm, who Was the only pfov 
fbh of the Title of the lions, and then it was 
concluded to be meant of Bafftanus. Laity' 
it was asked, how long a time he, who ofthi 
Three Competitors carried the Empire, IhbuH 
Reign; and the Anfwer was to this effed, 

In twice ten Ships he'll ride the Italian Sts, 

Or from that Sail, let one deducted he. 

That is, underfhndirtg by the Italian Sea, (lit 
Roman Commonwealth; it fignified very plain¬ 
ly, that Stvtrus Ihould, as he did, Reign about 
Nineteen or Twenty Years. 

This is what I humbly prefent before yoot 
Alajefty, ODiocltfiaH, who are the greateftof 
Emperors, concerning tefemius Niger, { 
have collected it for the purpofe out of fere* 
ral Writings, wherein he comes to be but or 
cafionally mentioned. For as|for the jentifl 
I^ves of PerfonS, who either have not adttillji 
reigned, or have not been declared Ettipvroft 
by the Senate, or perhaps have beeh killed bfr 
fore they have eflablilh’d their Fame ih the 
World, it is feldom, as I faid in the beginning, 
that any body dares to write them. Which* 
the teaton that we have none of the Life of 
ViHdtx, and that we know nothing of the Lift 
of hfo $ nor almoft of ell thole Who either 

taw 


have been only adopted to be C atfars, and no 
more, or have been barely failed Emperors by 
the Soldiers, and no more, as Anthony was under 

W™ i ? L by . H'"JS be " mes k-'H have pra, 
ftotly ended their Ulurpations, and theirXives 
together. But yet that I may not feem to omit 
»thing here, of what relates 1 1/ this Perfon. 
to‘can any where find, the Aftfologers 
atp fins Remark upon him : that noither 
W nor . he fail into the lun$ 

i ho* that he fhould perilh by the 

l» i,A 2^*r l.* r &’■ s ™“‘ himfdf 
W/M g ,s of brni, by his own Skill inNaw 

W % *as the Prognpftication void 
altogether of Truth, for. he was found half a- 
|i?e, and half dead by a Lake. 

He had one. day obferved fome Soldiers in us. n 
tn Expedition, drinking out of a Cup of Si? Orden^ 
wrwhereupon he was foflria, that he com. 

Wided that all Silver at fuch times fliould k 

U r% that they fliould drink out 
jfVeflels of Woods which however, they did 

n°f v f y 7i? h {?*D ecaufc h9 fai(1 > itmaypof. 

^ Ba 88 a «« may fall into the 
Potver of the Enemy; and he would not 
it, that the Barbarians fhould find anv 
ftcb opportunity tofetthemfelves off with our 
W> when there are other things to be car- 
will j giv ® themalefs oc- 
" °f He ordered, that no Man 
.fan Expedition fliould drink Wine, but that 
rW contentthemfelves upon a dav of 

jN whhVineg,r, He forbad aXrm foLw 

ne Army > wing not willing that the Soldiers 

fliould 
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fhould eat any’thing that day butBisket. Foir 
the ftealirig of one Pullet, he had ordered Tefi 
Comerades, that Were at the eating of it, th/ 
Only one of them had ftoln it,'to, lofe th$ 
Heads; which had certairil/ been execu¬ 
ted, but thht all the Army' interpofed ftf| 
them, in' a manner fo high, that they were"a> 
nfoft in a Mutiny; to prevent Which, he ig 
delated his-Sentence, and ordered, that 41$ 
Ten th^t Hid eaten together of* {he TMj 
flfould p'a 1 ? to the Country- man the :Pri& fl I 
Tert 1 Pulletsi for that One that he ha J d J^i 
He fiiffered them not 1 (6 make Fites to 
rhfcmfelves ihy hot Meat, but cauied theirifij 
be'contented With dry Breid pri* - fbmethflw 
that wa$ cold, and let Spies ujiPrt them/# 
fee that jf was juftly obferved. He fPfoid 
■the Sbldfer^,' when they went to Battel] to 
keep arty Gold or Silver about them in theii f 
Pockets; -but to trufl it in filch fafe and pjifc- 1 
lick hands* as fhould teftdre it /again to fhfetf 
faithfully, after the Battel Was over; Or otMer* 1 
wife pay it to their Children, or Wives artjl 
Executors, who fhould come to demand it] 
becaufe if any Blow of Fortune fhouid h‘$ 
pen, yet he'would have no Booty to fall Into 
the hand of the Enemy. All which Orden, 
by reafon of the* diffoluteneft of the timei'ot 
Commodm , gained him then but only fo miidi 
the more ill will. For though no Man nftjfe 
an exa&er Commander in his time, tharfM 
yet it redounded rather to his prejudice, - till 
after his Death; when Envy and Malice being 
laid afide, fuch fort of Examples were valued. 

Upon 
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; Uport . eVery Expedition that he took, he 
cathimfelfof the Soldiers Amunition-Bready 
ahd Vi&uals in publick; He never wore any¬ 
thing upon his Head to cover him, either a- 
gamft the Sun, or againft the Rain, in which 
Re had- nO Perfons like him.. ‘ He /et before 
them all; an Example of Induftry in himfelf 
and his SerVants. For he impofed Burdens: of 
things upbnlhe backs oPhis Servants, beiaufe 
they fliould r ,hor appear to walk at their eafe; 
Whilft the Sbldiers Were loaded, which might 
make‘them envy them'. He pretefted to a 
Speech f that he : made tO-tlfom, that as lohg at 
he had booty j br Ihould : be ! ever employed' in 
the oceafions of War, he Ihould behave hifo* 
felf as freely with them, as: if he was a prh 
vate MUn: having always Marini and ifuch 
great Generals as he before his Eyes, and ma¬ 
king his Difcourfes always oiHanmbal and 
the like. "When a certain Pepfon would >h»Ve 
recited a Panegyric Before him, upon his be¬ 
ing faluted Emperor, he laid to him, Writ* 
tbt Praifit of Marius w Hannibal, or fom fuch 
txcttttnt Captam that it dead ; and tell its what 
It bath done , for us to imitate him in: But to 
freife the Living ts a Jeft, efpecikUy Emperors ; 
from wbpm' t hire are'expeditions of \ all things on 
tbt one hand] and fears on the other. They can 
reward; froieti f, kill, profcribe j as for mi t Tdefre 

n h plenfe while I live; when lam dead , then 
praife me . 1 ■ 

Above all the Emperors, he loved Auguflut 
rtfpafian i, Tttitif Trajan , Antoninus Vm y and 
Marcus' Antoninus. The reft, he /aid, were ei¬ 
ther 


i8i- 

His perfo ■ 
ml Hard- 
(hips. 


1 
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thpr effeminate and Ihadews of Emperors, or 
• they were Vipers He always was particular 
ly plgafed with the AfiCQUUM in Hiftory of 
Ctmillw, Mmuty and $yintus Martius Cor® 
Imu Being ask*d what he thought of tji* 
Satfh't ; be fcid, Tfof mrargfb * km Mm, 
than greet c^Hma which m prpyea, w their 
domeftick Lives -gfld Jfcetf Yopths* whleh^ 
to© loofe and tppeane in thp jhp.w ppr 
fher. Therefore it ip * thing flNtft 
that if feftwm Nm had gawd* m p$«* 
fbly cnjpyed the Empire, he was one 
w c^ld have amended all things* wflifih^wj 
eithw «onWnqt, orhp would not amend j d 
all this without Cruelty. ? Wnwmddnawiy 
it, OH the contrary, with greet .fwegtnpfi,^ 
yet in 9 manner becoming f Soldier, and vm 
out that lenity that it fodhih and ridiculous. 
His Houfe is to be feen at this day at 
the Campus Jovis, retaining his Name? iif 
which, in one of the Room? is ms Statue, 
which was let up by iStatius Tojlurpm in m 
black Marble o( Thebes, who had received If 
from the King of Thebes, who had cauf$d if 
to he done to the Life. Upon the Bahs there- 
of is written an jBpigram in (?reek to tjiis pur. 
pole; Here fiands the Great Niger, the Terry if 
Egypt, the Attie of Thebes, who bad prwh 
Golden Age to all. Kings , Nations , R opasJfM 
loved him. He was dtar to the Antoninus’^/W 
to the whole Empire. As his Name was NigSl 1 / 
(thatis. Black) fo we have fajhioned kirn it 
Black, that the Statue and the Per Jon Md W 
refpond, Severus would never luffer this M' 

icnptiofl 


Pol. t. Pefceniiius Niger; 

feription to be erafed, altho* the Captains of 
his Guards, and others of his great- Officers 
adwfed him to it. for, favs he,.^’Pefcen- 
mus Niger was fo great a Potentate as this makes 
him, let the World know what a Man we have 
m<\m$d \ if he was not , let them however think 
that we have conquered fucb y a Man. $ 

It remains, that now I proceed to an Ac¬ 
count of Llodius Albinas, who was-as it were 
the Companion of this • Perfon, both in his 
Rife and Fall. For they both in eifedt, re- 
VQltefabouK thftlame time againft,S m ™ 
and werd bofhw them overcome and killed 
by Sever us. But though the Fortune of Clodtus 

im V lf as , mu ^ w ^ at the fartie, and ran pa- 
allel with this o fPefcennius Niger , yet his Life 
ivas fpfficientjy different* 

.j ... .v ■ •. 
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virus by the Army in lllyricum, Pefcennius Niger 
in the k a ft) and Clodius Albinus in Gqljia. 

, As for Clodius Aliihus , he was, tfttording to 
Htrodian, declared by Severn* jrp order to make 
him his Succeflor, actually a Cafar. But WhiUf 
out of their Envy to one another, the one 
thought fcorn of the other’s Reign ; and that 
the Army in Gallift on the one hand Would 
not endure Severn, nor the Army in Gernumf 
on the other accept of Clodius Albinut , because 
[they were each for their own Prince ; all 
kings in all Parts went to confufion. 

Clodius Albinut was of an Honourable fro/bati 
! amily, although born of the Town of Md- tra&ittti 
Wbomita in Africa. And being therefore ori- 
fnally an African , as well as Severtis • he Was 
filing to apply himlelf to the Oracle of Del* 
i, which We have before mentioned in the 
ife of Vefcemius Niger ; and which laid, That 
»African born fhould pofi'efs- the Empire of the 
MAI 


S Rut before I (hall enter further into the Ac± 
tof his Life or Death, I think fit to rake 
ire a Paflage, which is the thing of the 
Id that renders him the moft Noble. The 
eror Commdus had formerly written a 
ir to him, in which he did him' the Ho* 

A lour, fo long ago, to oonftitute him a Cafar. 

FTER the Death of theEmp#»Letter wasthi«. 

Tatitux, who was kilted by an 
trieue of Clodius Albinus, there 

Perfons were proclaimed EmperJ 

alrooft at one and the fame t,me \ 

J,dianus by the Senate at Rome, 
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£««>■ <f-TiEfiJesitbe 'vlkr. Letters which I hdvefntti 
Comma- JD relating;: to your Succeffor, and the pi, 
dm, offer- fick Bufinefs r, this here is, a? you fee , all wrkta 
,r j& Jff™ with thy own. Hand ; a familiar and domijUth 
Letter ; in. which, l givey on leakte, when everp 
flail fee occafioh, to go to the Army, and affiant » 
yourfilf before them the Name andQuality of Cafir, 

, • For I bear , that Septimius Severus, and Noniui 

Marcus . .have given ill Accounts of me tothti 
Soldiers,.with dtfign ? that they may by . that mm, 
pave tbeh/felves, a way to the Throne^ [t wits 
you do this, you. flail have free Power, of 
ing \the Soldiers with a Donative of thru film 
of. Gold: a Mani .Accordingly [[ have fentLiltai 
to my Receivers, which will corhe to you fultl 
with the < Seal'of an Amazon, that whtn ja 
hdve occafioh for f that Money, ydis are to dtlnt^, 
to the. [aid:Receivers thofit Letters ,> left oil* 
wife they rhdyfnot■ ferv&yoh m your demsbii'i 
Money belonging r 1o the Tteafkry. ■ And for fas 
illujhioui Math of-the Mays fly. of a Prince, ft 

• i r .11 _ / 


you to r(cfiv.k,.you have the .leave of wearing 
Cloak of Scarlet, even in my prefence; the Pttrfl 
you flail have when you (had corner to vifit W 
or to be with me, but without its being enrich 
with Gold, becaufe tny Great Grandfather 
ytjfrs, who died young, fifed it in this tnMtfy | 
when Hadrian adopted him Ccefar. 


Ei 


Vbli'L Clodius Alhitlus. 

But however,, upon the receipt of ehis Let. 
ter [Clodius Albinas would byfto, nteans offer, 
to take upon hint to do wm.Chnflmdus had. 

S inted him, becadfe he wa&'dfraid of the 
im that Cosnmodui was in, by redfqn of hi* 
Manners, by, which he ruined theState^anch 
dilhonoured it frdm day to day,:drilling th’e 
People with both'Haods; and becauie he.was 
afraid befidesof :heing found dome Jiine or o- 
ther in the number of thofe whom he lhould 
order to the dame Maffacre. In • fine,, ..his own 
Speech, which he lpade to tip Army at. the. 
time r/iat they fee him, UP to be EwperOr, takes: 
notice of this; and, likewife jfhews,, that hi* 
advancement to the Empire wag,what was con¬ 
firmed, or at leaft. was once pretended - to be 
confirmed by Severus, himfelf, when .he called^ 
(iim his Catfar and r his Brother ; t.Ke Speech was 


My Fellow Soldiqra, ; 

X O flew you that it is contrary to mj own Ini, 
clination, that I am elevated tot hi Empire-, 
\jtii. cannot have a better Argument of if. than this {; 
tlit l contemn'd the offer of Gommodusj whet* 
tut :iPrince, would have created. mg his. Caffar* 
M l rnufl obey this, day your Wih and'the Wtd. 
Jtk. Emperor. Severus. And I: doubt .pot, but, 
gpto ft> Excellent and fo Valiant a Prince as he 
State will be. happily governed o, 


Korean it be denied, but tha&&w«7tf .did at 
Itlt intendj as Marius Maximus fays, if he had 
'td early, to fubldjtute P.efctnnius Niger, and 
T ; Clodius 


V 
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Clodius Albinus to be his Succeflbrs. But after¬ 
wards his own Sons growing whole For* 
tunes he had a defire to make* and envying 
Albinus the Jove which he had amongft the 
Senators* he changed thole Sentiments, and 
dpprefled both j Albinus add Niger by a War, 
upon whidh he was more efpicially urged by 
the Entreaties qf his Wife. iThis befides to 
had done for Albinus , he made him a Conful, 
Which if he had not believed him to be an «* 
traordinary Perfon, without doubt he would 
never have done 1 ; fo very careful as he no, 
in the choice that he made of the publick Of¬ 
ficers of thp Empire. 

But to reforntd the beginning of his Story, 
Clodius Albinus vVa$ born^-di I (aid, at the Tprid 
of Mabehteta ; but yet that which made him 
Honourable in the Eyes of all who knewhitti, 
was, ’that he derived his Defoent from tin 
Roman Family of the Poftburnii, and the Mini 
Cejonii, which is at this day very ISloble, and Mi 
been much -augmented by the Benefadtiorlsof 
your moft excellent 

there is reafon to believe, chat your Majefty 
will augnient it; yet much more, as formerly 
it received a ; great encreafe from the Bmp* 
tors Galliums and the Qordiani. He was borit 
but to a ver^ final! Patrimony, of a Father, 
who was Called Cejonius Pofihumius^ and a Mo 
ther called Aurelta MeJJalin 4* to whom he wji 
their (lift Child. When he was taken from 
the Birch, infiead of having according toihj 
ufual manner of other Children newborn, hi 
Ijcfh red, he was extreme white> and: w 
, ■ •' therefor! 
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therefore called Albinm. And that this Is true, 
appears by a Letter of his Father fent on pur- 
pole to notifie it to t/£lius Bajfianus, the then 
proconful of Africa ; who, as the fame Let¬ 
ter fignifies, was a Relation of the Family of 
the Albini, as well as he. ' r , 



I 

ALE XT E R of Cejonius Qojthui 
mins, to Mus <Baffianm. 

I ' Had a Son born upon the ytb. of the Calends 
■ of December, fo white all bis Body over\ 
hi was whiter than the very Linen that hi wits 
ttoived in. I have therefore given him the Name 
if Albinus, and have dedicated him to the Fa* 
oily'of the Albini, which is common fo me with 
jm. I wijh you to love him, and to continue, 
u you do, to love the State, yourftlf, and ns. 

He pafled all his Infancy in Africa, took 
his Greek and Latin Learning pretty well, but 
had a Martial Heart, and wai of a haughty 
Difpofition by Nature. Amongft the fitti# 
Boys of his Age, at School, he was often, they 
fay, finging that Verfe of Virgil , 

Ama amens eapio, nee fat rationis in armis . 

repeating, efpecially the firft part of it, Arena 
mens capio,- that is, ,7 am for being a Soldier 
tjibt or wrong, and come wbat will. They fay■, 

T 4 that 
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that fevers! - 'things happened after his Birth 
Omens of which were (b many Omens of his future 
• A f~ Greatnels. And certainly the fame day there 
wewT was born a Calf as whiteas Show, with Hori* 
upon his ;Head, of a deep purple ; which 
Horns were a long time afterwards tobe feeii 
in the Temple of ApoHo at the City of C umt 
where himlelf had beftowed them, when lit 
was a Tribune. Enquiring at the CimeTein. 

he was anlw^red jn thele Verfes of Virgil, 

.i\-X)..:y r S. ■ \ oT *. 

Hie rent Romanam magtto turbante tumuliu 
>' Sifiet e^nes, ftirtict, Poems Gsdlslmque rebtim 

; 'w A c.v. V.?, ‘ ’ v. t , ’ .Vi* ’• v, }■ 

Accordingly, it.is very true, as to what*till 
latter Verfe fays qf the Gauli^ ihsx Ckdmi 
btmt did fubidue many Natioris of thcnb/i 
bother Omen was this .; wbilft hh was a’littlt 
Infant, a Filher-inan happened,toitake a Ton 
toife which was pf a very 'great bigfiefs, ^ 
made a prelent of it to Albinas's Father; who 
being, a Pyrforf of fome Lehrhing, 'and lbok> 
ipg upon it as a good Sign, accepted it, and oft 
dered the Shell of it to l?e kept,! and fecrajiaii 
for the ufe of his young Son to walk in;!# 
caufe it was a peculiar Giftom in the Impcriil 
Family, for the young Princes, to vyalh in Shells 
of Tortoilcs. it was a rare thing, to fee E& 
gles in that place, where Cloduts .Albinut.M 
born ; and yet upon the feventh Day after, 
which was appointed for the Solemnity of gi¬ 
ving him his Name, /even young Eagles were 
°f a ^elt, and brought to, the % 
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pf his Cradle;'which his Father,- not rijedling 

ihe good omen, , ordered to'berweW kept, and 

that they ftould take great care bfthenv • ' \ 

; Thele thingstherefore,i and Olchiothers thk 
occurred! were do many afliirdd Pfpfages of :his 

future iilevationj.whichiareHara.pai'riculapl^ 

purfued by- iAEIm Cerdas; ^qi.WhorriJ Ijncrfl 
refer the Reader/- if he 'fliall .deffrelany fptt 
therlatisfa&iom ■ 1 r-.f, ;•/ 

), He betook himfelf to the ( Army early in 
hiSi Youth; and became ;knpwir^ to khe Em¬ 
perors th s AntorimJfcsr by.the mbans of Lollm 
Serms, Babttss Matianus, and Cejoniuf Poflhu- 
f' am > who were all related-to him. He was 
i°me timea Tribiine of Dalmatian Horfe. AiP- His MUL 
ter that he commanded the Fir/t and Fourth tar y ^ rem 
Ugtons.. HeiJcept 1 the iAtmy'in BitbfdA^ rmm * 

Rbich next heGomiiiandetbi very well to their 
Duty, m theithhqpf the Rebellion of Awidtui 
Muss; The. Ethperor Cethmodas tranflated 
N from thence iritb Gallic - 'Where after 
kvipg defaatedv/ome Nations ion the other 
We of the .R^W) he gaincd'himlelf a fartwid 
narne^eoujilly amongft th t.)Roman,, and a* 

Mrtglt the Barbarians :’ mfomuch that it moved 
Cmmodus, *° honour him the more; to offer 

C *^? r ’ w hh the leave topre- 
lent the Soldiers with a Bounty upon it. and 

to wear a Cloak of Scarlet in his prefence. All 
which he prudently and with great fatisfadion 
atjmed, as if he fufpetfed, that Commodity s 
ign was only to find Pei Ions, whom to in- 
T in his own ruin, and whom to Maflacre 
pnaer lome lore of pretence* 
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He had not ftrved in the Office of an IB, 
dile above ten days, before he was made j 
Qpsftor, and font with precipitation to tht 
Armyj His Prattotlhip, which he pafledun. 
ddr the Reigtt of Cmmodus. - Was very famous 
For to the ufual Games, with which he enter* 
tamed the People, Commoam himlelf added 
Fights, both upon the Theatre and Amphi- 
theatre. Then the Emperor Severn made 
him a Confuf; which was done about that 
time, that he prbpofed to have called hid 
to his Succeffion, in Conjun&ion' with Fefca 


nius Niger* 

He was advanced, in years, and even okw 


P Efcennius Niger having been vanquifhtd bj < 
my Arms , I fent my Letters of it to Rome, 

I vbitb the Senate, who have the greateft Aff'eftion 
ftrjtu, received very agreeably . I defire you to 
~~ me in the Government of the State with the 


preferve the Empire to his own Children, 
having beaten and killed P efeefinius, he in 
the next place fent the following Letter 
Clodius Albinus, which 1 have 'inet with id] 
Cordus, in thefe Words. 


Tki 
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The Emperor Severn to Cloiius JU 
binuSj Cdfar, his moll beloved 
and deareft Brother, Greeting. : 


than Vefcennius Niger, as Severn/ fays, whctl/iMr Spirit^ by which you make your jelftobe fo 
he was let up to be Emperor. The! SenwB&wJ; being now become the Brother of my 
had * more thapiOrdinary kindneft for hirojbifc*/, and my Brothel in the Empire . BaflianuS 
caufc of the Antiquity of his Family. Tto&ftW Gera, falutt you. My Wife Julia falutesyou f 

r * ". — -t--J k« firft bHAMyj ptfents -her recommendations to her Sifter* 

bay freferve the Army in their Duty to the 


fore Sever us having changed his firft Send 1 

ments,as to the Honour that hd had intended!* r _ . _.. y . 

Vefcennius Niger arid him, and refolving A/4», and to Us, my Soul, my Deareft, my on 


mly Beloved . 

Now the Perfons who Were lint with this 
Letter by L Severus, being fuch as had the great* 
eft AfFe&ion for his Service, fo that he knew, 
he could Confide in them; he ordered them to 
delivered it to Clodius Albinus in Publick: but 
when they had done, they fhould fay, that Treachery 
they defired 1 privately to (peak to him about <f Sere* 
feme things, which were of the fecrets of the ru »* 

Camp and the Court# And having taken him 
alide, as if it wefe only ro deliver what they 
were.charged with, five ftrong Men of their # 

Rettnuc, 
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Retinue, having Ponyards hid under their 
Rohes, ftould follupon him and kill him. 
And certainly they did not betray theConfi. 
donee impofed in them; nor yvqre wanting in 
theft EriaeaVpilfs to 'Axecdfe thW Orders. For 
when" they were come to Albinus, and had 
given hitnthe Lettery which he’Read^and had 
told him that they' had forne other things 
in particular to difeover to him, which were 
to .be fpoken more pnvately, he took them 
apart into a long Gallery; but in the mean 
time they were fo over-careful that no other 
Perfons Ihould follow them, pretending as if it 
were out of a foai\ left their Mefiage fhouli 
be difeovered, that Albinas began to fufpeft 
fomething; upon which he immediately caufed 
them to be feized, and put them to the Que- 
ftion. Who at firft denyed it ; but being at 
laft forced to yield, to the violence of the Tor¬ 
ment, they confefled then all that Severn had 
given in Charge to them* Wherefore, Mi¬ 
nus being fatisfied in the juft fufpition that he 
had conceived, gathered together a great Ar¬ 
my,; and put^himfelf upon his March with 
them to make War againft Severn y and a- 
gainft his Commanders. 

In his firft Engagement which he had with 
the-Lieutenants of Severn, Albinus had cer¬ 
tainly the better of it. After iwhich Severn 
went in Perfon.againft him, having firft pre¬ 
vailed with the, Senate to adjudge him an 
Enemy* They fought it very feverely on both 
fjdes, in Gallia, not without always a great va¬ 
riety of Fortune: infomuch that Severn was 
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fo concerned at it, that he thought fit t6 edn- 
fultthe Opinion of the Augurs ; whoanfwered 
him, as Marius Maximus fays, that Clodius Al¬ 
binus fhould indeed fall into his Power, but it 
fhduld be neither living nor dead; and.it was 
fo. For when the laft Battel was fought, Al- 
bitius, after an infinite number of; his Men 
were killed, a great many others put to flight, 
and others taken Prifoners, fled himfelfj and 
whether it was that he ffrlick^Himfelf through 
the Body, or whether, as fonfe fay, one oft his 
own Slaves, or feme of the Soldiers did it, de¬ 
manding fome acknowledgment from him 
of Sever us, I cannot fay; but he was brought 
half alive, and half dead to Severus ; which 
made good the Prediction. ,vH$left one Son, 
or as Maximus fays two; to whom at the firft 
Severus was pleafed to fhew favour; but after¬ 
wards he ordered them and their Mother to be 
kill’d, and their Bodies to be thrown into the Rjc 
ver. The Head of Albinus was cutoff, and carri¬ 
ed about updrt a Jfavelin/arid then fent to Rome ; 
accompanied with Letters to the Senate, where- 
i nSeveru) infulted them for the Affection which 
they had a long time born to Albinus, and ,for 
the Honours'apd Kindnefles that they had 
(hewn to his Brother and his Relations: bue^ 

Jpecially his Brother. His Body was expofed in 
i« Gore for feveral day^ ,before, the Tent, of 
Severn^ till it ftunky and tn'Cn it fcras torrt into 
pieces by Dogs* and,thrown.into the River,, ' 

As for the Manners oi'Clodtus Albinus , they u: s Tp 
are reprefented varioufly. > Severus fa,ys, he was per w 
deformed with Vices; Malicious,Lewd, Wick- Maimers. 

ed, 
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ed, Dilhonfeft, Envious, and Luxurious. But I 
it is to be obferved, that it was in the time of 
the War with him, or after, that he fpealcs fo 
ill of him, which makes it the lels to be be* 
iieved. Becaufe before, he frequently feat 
Letters to him as his particular Friend, and 
certainly many People had a much better Opi- 
nion than that of him. Befides, that Severn 
himfelf, had once called him his Cafar, and 
had fet him the firft before his Eyes for his Sue- 
ceflor. There are allb lome Letters of tht 
Antoninu* Emperor Marcus Antoninus concerning him, 
b$s good which give great Teftiniony of his Vutuci 
Opinion afM j Manners. One of which, written to the 
cf him. Capta j ns 0 f the Guards, it will not be impro¬ 
per, 1 think, toinfert here. 


Marcus Aurelius Antoninus , to the 
Captains of theGuards, Greeting. 


Vol I* Glodius Albinus. 


Another Letter, which the fame 
Prince writ in the titae of Avidius 
CaJ/ius concerning him, is this. 

T ti E Fidelity of Albinus it to be commended : 

who when the Forces in Bithynia were upon 
the Revolt, and upon flying over to Avidius Gaf 
lius, (at certainly they had all done, if be bad 
tut been with them) was very careful in pre - 
ftrvmg them in their Duty. We think therefore 
tMtfie deferves a Confulfbip. I [ball accordingly fub- 
[itute him in the place of Caffius Papirius, who 
l am told is fo fick, that there is no appearance of 
lit Recovery, But I would not have you to take 
mice of it , before be is dead ; lefi it may come 
to the Ears either of Papirius himfelf , or bit 
Friends ; which would not look fo well. 


I Have committed two Cohorts to the Comnwtl 
of Albinus, of the Family of the Gejoniij 
be is an African born , it is true\ but be betbm 
many things in him of that Country, and ht is tU 
Son-in Law of Plautillus. A Man of Expert 1 
tnse, of a feriout Life , and Grave in bis MW 
rtirs. I think he. will do good in the Camp. I out 
Jure be will do no hurt. I have doubled hit St- 
lary , and quadrupled his other Allowances: Dt 
you encourage him to Jignalize bis Servian 
and allure him be (ball be rewarded as he deftrvtn 

Another 


Thefe two Letters therefore make it appear 
that Clodim Albinus was an ufeful Perfon. 
And certainly his fending of Money towards 
jnereftoration of thole Cities, which had been 
«id wafte by Fefcennius Niger , is another great 
Argument of a Publick Spirit, and what had 
Wined him Friends amongft the Inhabitants 
thore. c y£lius Cordut, pretends at the fame 
time to lay, that he was lucha Glutton, that 
particularly he would eat more Fruit ac a 
ume, than it is partible to imagine. He lays, 

that 
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that he has eaten, at a Breakfaft five hundred 
Figs, one hundred Peaches, ten Melons, 
twenty Bundies of Grapes, a hundred of the 

drank but little iti which S&biHis does nit a. 
gree with hiny,.ff*r he• vhe t d?ank 

to excels, even in the time of the War. And 
whether it was becaufe of this his great drink¬ 
ing, which Sever us charges him with; or |je. 
caufeof his Morofenefs of Humour, it is (aid, 
he never lived well with his Family: but wit 
very difagreeable to his Wife, and unjuft to 
his Servants; as well as har'd upon the Sol¬ 
diers. As to which latter, he many timet 
crucified Centurions, when there hath been 
as good as no occafion given for it. He beat 
others often with Rods, and pardoned not 
the leaf! fault. He was proper in his Cloaths, 
and as improper in his Repafts; in which he 
minded nothing but Abundance. He wa $■« 
great lover of a Miftrefs, but not at all of 4 
Bardaccio ; being (o far from that, that he 
leverely puniihed- it upon fuch as were. He 
wasperfedly well.skilled in Agriculture; ih* 
fomuch that he writ a Book of Georgickt. 
f , He was as much-beloved by-the-Senate aj 
any Prince ever was: but the great occalioii 
of it was; their mortal hatred to Severn, which 
they, had againft him upon the.accountof hjl 
Cruelty.' Thecefore as many of them,as either 
were/ or fuch r. as were but i (ufpedted to' have 
been of dlhinws fide, he put to death after 
the tVi&ory*;-: He ordered the Letters of A^ 
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nut to be (earched, ro difeover his Correfpon- 
dents: and all that he found whatever, he firft 
caufed them to be declared Enemies by (he 
Senate; then put them without mercy to 
death, and Cpnfilcated their Eftaces into the 
Treafury. 

There is a Letter, which he writ to the 
Senate, that (hews his very Soul, as to thefe 
things; a Copy whereof is as follows. 

* 

( ^AN any thing oblige me more,, Pathers of 
the Senate , than to hear that Albinus 
fxulJ have your good Opinions , rather than Se- 
verus. With great care I have furnijhed the 
State with Corn, and have maintained feveral 
Wilt for the State, and have [applied the People 
if Rome with more Oil than the World fcarce 
m beheld: and by my overcoming Pefcennius 
Niger I have delivered you from the mt(cries of 
iTjranny. Indeed you have made on your part 
t great return to me for all this. For here s'a 
i Men, who is not only an African as my jelf 
hi e/te of the poor Town of Mahometa, and 
ml] becaufe be pretends to derive his blood from 
tbt Roman Cejonii, you have extolled him fo 
fer, that you would have him to be your Emperor , 
vbiljt as yet I am upon the Throne, and my felf 
tel my Children are iff fafety. Was the noble Se- 
'ettf at a loft l pray , for a 'Prince whom you 
mght to love, and who loves you ? Becaufe frony 
tbit Man you hope perhaps to be made Confuls , 
tf bt made Praters, and what not. therefore you 

U have 
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have for your better Interest in him .conftrrti 
Honours upon his Brother. Which is not to mkt 
that return to me ,, as was formerly done by y m 
Ancejtors againfl the Fall ion of Plfo ; nor at « 
was lately done to the Emperor Marcus Antoni¬ 
nus againjt the Rebellion of Avidius Cafltus. Bet 
you have preferred a Man to me, who is a it. 
ceiver, who tells you nothing but lies, and dost hi 
impofe upon you in the matter of his Nobility. Stj- 
tilius Coffulenus undoubtedly muft be heard lj 
the Senate to htsMotion, that they wouldp eeftt, 
decree fome Honours to Albinus, and to bis Bn- 
then In the mean time l Jhould think, that tk 
Noble Per fen had forgot himfelf t that he iti m 
decree a Triumph for me in my turn. It tmlli, 
me more than all , that fo many umongft you Jbeil 
think that Albinus u to be commendedforaMn 
of Letters , who (pent all his time in Apuleius, 
and tbofe Ludicrous Pieces , which are no ktt 
than fome Vitties of the old Wives. 

’ By this it is to be feen how eager Ssm 
was, and how he always blamed the Fadiow 
both of Pefcennius Niger, and of Cledius M- 
nus ; of all which, if any one defires a mo« 
particular account, let him read Marius Msr 
m us for the Writers in the Latin Tongue, at 
Herodtan for the Greek , who have delivered) 
great many things veiy faithfully. 

His Per- Clodius Albinus'was Tall, his Hair natural 
fonage. Curling, full Vifaged, but withal fo wondej 
fully fair and clear in Complexion, that mo* 
thought he took the the name of White, that) 

Aim 
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Minus, from nothing elfe. He had an Ef¬ 
feminate Voice, as Ihrill almoft 4 s an Eunuchs; 

He had an eafie meen; but yet he was ill td 
be angred, and worfe to be oppldfed; He wai 
changeable in his Luxury; for many tithes he 
would Drink, and many times again Abftain. 

He was perfemy brave for Arms; one may,hdt 
improperly, call him the Catiline of his time 
As for what remains, it will not, I think, be 
amifs to fhew how it was that he gain’d Aitti- Reajbn ojf 

SL m u mu ^ h of th , e , Io r e of the Senate. ttr 
whiut ne Commanded the Army in Great ^ty. 

Britain by the orders of Comrnedus , a Report 
camej but ydt it was falfe at that time, that 
that Prince was killed; upon which occafion 
he came to the Head df the Army, and Ha¬ 
rangued them thus. 

If the Senate , and the People of Rome had 
mmore retained their ahtient Empire ; and that 
* State fo great had never been fubmitted to the 
Mtr of a Jingle Perfon, there had been no VI* 
tellius, no Nero, ho Dqmitian, to have fallen 
b tbi Stroke of an AfTaJJsne. And then it was 

imng the time of the Confular Government, that * 
tbtfe Families purified, of the Cejonit, the Al* 
bini, and the Pofthumii: of Whom your Fathers. 

• tve thugs to fay, which they bdve heard 
from their Grandfathers before theni. Certainly * 
vivas the Senate that annexed Africa to the Ro- 
nan Empire. The Senate fubdued Gallia dnd 
Mo. The Senate gave Latiss td the Provincei 
the Rap Tbi Senate bad often attempted thk 
y * Parthian 
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Pfind-fia£jeduced tkm t ,iffoCovttora 

M not then,been at tin 
Head, of t£e Roman 'Amy. It was when <£* 
jftr was: a- Senator;; ; that . bt conquered Great Brf, 
taiiri.-: at Ua/T.,.he i bad.not beefs declared DiUttn 
thin., jinikm.-wteb-bsttor bstd it been for Qo 
mpdps himfelf, if.' b* bad food in fear of the St, 
i/fte.. . Their Authority held gqod, at. far at n 
ibefimescf Sleroj,i<Mg not afraid to Conitm 
fordid and, jrsepftre Prince^ npr to prnmi 
tb\ir Judgments againfi him,'.though be.thtnH 
thejfd Power of Life and Death in bis btnit. 
Wherefore, my, follow Soldiers; l for my fort, 
woo have .bad-tbe Title ofCxfit. conferred ey 
m me by lnjodus, renounce that pete* 
/ton, and the'Gods grant that others may defi 
toe. Let the Senate Reign, and difiributt tit 
Provinces* Let. the Senate make us Corifuli : * 
why do I. fay ■ (he' Senate i. Let ’ your fehes, tti 
your Fathers. For. your [elves will alfo bt Sh 
hators. ■ \ , 

This. Speech was brought to Rome , whilft 
Cmmodus was yet living; who was fo maved 
by it againft the Author, that heprefontlj 
lent to turn him- out* and gave his' Place to 
tfjuoius Seversp, fytfho was one of his Guardi 
However the Senate was pleafed with tin 
Speech, and as well before as after Qmttnd* 
was killed, they; honoured. 4^/wv in his ab* 
fence with t extraordinary. Acclamations ,*' 6 
that (bme.ofrthem adyifedPyttMw:*, to tab 
him for his Colleague in the Empire*, ij 

wholt 


pjodius AJbji^s. 


CcM(nodus\to,hls Captiia^W^tM 1 Guardi 
whereiri he /ignlfies Ms ndHd 'aVS ( 3ie{IdljS| 
of Clodius AIbinus, thus. iff 


ibrtlms Cmmodus, to the Captains 
of his Guards, Greeting. 


I 


I Suppofe you have heard, How that fir ft of all 
it was pretended, that I by the Con/:piracy of 
He about me was killed; and then that Clo- 
dius Albmus made an Harangue to my Soldiers 
m that occafion, in which he recommends him - 
[tlf mightily to the Senate, not without a de¬ 
ify thereby, as I fuppofe, of advancing himfelf 
Itjtit Empire. For be that is againfi the Go- > 
vmment of the'Empire by one Prince, andfayS 
M it ought wholly to be Governed by the Se- 
Me, feeks but to get the Empire to himfelf 
through the favour of the Senate. Look to 
btm therefore very ftri(tly. For this /hews he 

V r, n *° he av V ided M Dea( b ; and fo are 
til fucb who carry on deftgns to your pre¬ 
judice. r 

Now Pertinax, who was advifed to chufe 
Minus to r his Partner in the Empire, and did 
jw do 10 , falling upon this Letter, publilhed 

y 3 it 
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Life and Reign 

OF THE 

|E M P E R O R 

( Baffianw Antoninus Caracalius , 

by 4LIUS SPARTIANUS. 
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*HE Emperor Septimius Severn left two 
Sons, BaJJlanus and Geta. The firft 
and eldcft had the name given him 

I of Baftanus Antoninus, and was Cre- 
tted a Cafar by his Father; the other had the 
name given him of Geta Antoninus , and was 
declared a C afar by the Army. The firft 
lucceeded to enjoy the Throne; the other was 
quickly adjudged an Enemy, and murdered 
w his Brother : concerning whole Ance- 
ftors I think it in vain to make any repeti¬ 
tion here, becaufel havefaid enough upon 
Jat Head, in the account of the Life of their 
wr, ‘ 17 4 Rafts 


His Cha- 
rafter 
when a 
Youth. 


Anti when 
a Mat? f 
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Bajjianus Antoninus was when he was a youtl 
and under the Tutelage.bf bisParents, endear 
ing, ingenious, dutiful to them, obliging to al 
thers, acceptable to the People, and to i 
Senate, and ready to offer at any thing to ingli 
tiate himfelf He was not flow at his Learning 
He wasytidt fpafirig of his Bounty,. He was not 
negligent; in giving Marled of his Glemenfcy, j| 
he was prefent, whenever any condemned Per. 
fons were thrown to the Beafts, he either wejf ( 
or turned v away his Eyes fi otn the Sight, which 
Was a it extraordinary pleafifig:thing to thefi 
ftle. When he vitas a Boy or (even Years' 
and (aw another Boy who was his Play-fellow 

Chriftian Religion, he was a long timeouiof 
humour both with his own, and with the Boy\ 
Farther, and all fuch as were the occalion 
the B6y’s beating. * He dbtained that theCf 
of Antioch and Conftantinople fhould be reflor 
to their antient Rights, by his interpolation 
ttheir behalf with his Father, under’ x ‘ 
difpleafure .they had fain, for aflifting 
Rebellion of Pefcennius Niger. He con 
a hatred againfl Plautianus, becaufe wi 
Cruelty. It his Parents had prefertted fhi 
with things, as is ufiial to doj about thefti 
of Saturn, he gave them away, igain of hi 
felf to either his Mafters or his Servants. rJ 
which good Qualities made up his Cdrtiagr 
when a Youth. ; .. . 

But afterwirds, as'Jie grew more' a toWi 
whether it was by the fijggeftionsibf hisfadm, 
or whether he did it of his overhead,' beoiiifl. 


Vol.l Emperor ^(Tun. Antop. Gjaracallus. $97 
k fhoughtfo^eqUalizIehinlfelf wvith AUxanler 

the Grkat, of Macedonia, he. (jufnqd very f rflr- 
ferved dnd'grave, land affefted filch a fierce- 
nefs in his’Countenance, that rtnany who 
fcnew.him a :Boy, 'could <fifotfee believe Mm 
tc be the fame Perfon. • He had alyvays AUx- 
Mr the GMat in -hi?Mouths : t Hcfwfls often 
in publick Company ’ptaifing Tityriui and 
•He whs: prouder than his Father, who was 6rt« 
that was high enough,- arid fie defpjfed his Bro- 
therGeta, becaufe of hislgreat Mod&fty. Where¬ 
fore after the ©ehth' of his Father; he eame (o 
,theCHmp of the Guards^ arid-complained that 
fta had been ih* a.Ccnffiiracy agaihft him, 
for which'he had caiifed him to bepu(? todeath Puts his 
.in,me Pa1aQe,-iahd IhisBofly-to 5 be/immediate- Brother 
ly burnt. He told themi ^irticiilarjy,' that‘He t9 ,ttatb - 
!kd •defigned totpbyfon him, arid-that hehad 
Been tindtitiful alio to hii Motherjooncludirig, * 

L t 0 / e ,W e thertl t0 bo th* rtiorevfaithful 
Ifohim(elf, herpftfented thefm With aBounty. 
rTliere was 1 alnbph^rehcAmptftent (atlthis tirae, 
ifear -theiGity. oBMaw/wHere the. Mhrdfer of 
fiw,was highly Tefericed; all Hte SdUiers> fay- 
% ’that 1 as it wbstd bbthifhe Son*' oPSVuem 
equally, that they prdriiifed Fidelity^ fo .they 
oiighc to fcoeprlto t them both, irefufingto open 
their Gates: jlfovthat BaJJianwYt.&s ddohg 'tiroe 
flniigeiting entrahCe to'tjiem, - hor cotild- he 
rool them r ran rlaft, hurwith 'thevfindftWords 
ahd °f wnataJ prodigious Bounty! he 

'weuldgfte-khdSmj'.as thisvwayTvteldomhrilsnrif 
^aienug'the-Heats of:6oldiehs. /I Frdmf herice 
ae 'fdttirhed tor Rome, where^he tiatheltophe 

Senate 
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Senate in a Guirafs under his Robes, and his 
Soldiers in Arms guarding him, whom lie 
placed in Files in the middle betwixt the Seats, 
and made his Speech: in which he much com- 

E lained of the evil defigns <5f his Brother again! 

is Life, to whom he laid, to charge his Me¬ 
mory, and excufe hirtifdf, he had been fo kind, 
and that he had denied him nothing, and hid 
delivered him from the dangers that he had 
been in; but inftead of having a due Senfe 
of thefe Favours, he had attempted hi; 
Life, and had not anfwered his good Inten¬ 
tions. But yet he uttered all this confufedly. 
and with fuch an ill Grace, that the Senate did 
not very well accept what he laid. 

After this Speech, he declared, that it ms 
his pleafure to reftore all‘that were in exile 
to the Liberties of their Country again; and 
then from the Senate He return’d to the Guards, 
and lay in the Gamp. The next day he came 
to the Capitol j from the Capitol he repair'd 
to the Palace-Royal, fupported by Pap'm 
and Chilo. In the mean -time,' thole that he 
had a defign to murder, he befpoke himfelf the 
moft kindly to: He hadobferved the Mother 
of Gtta, with other Women, weeping bitter¬ 
ly, and had it npt been that he was reftrain- 
ed with the Senfe, that it would make the 
Cruelty of his Brother’s Murder look much 
worfe, he was for putting them all to Death. 
He lent Poyfon to Law and obliged him 
to take it; who, as he was the firft of thofe 
that had perfuaded him to the Murder of Geta, 
was the. nr ft that fell a Sacrifice to his Gholl 
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]ie afterwards often pretended to lament Getds 
Death, and killed feveral that had been privy 
to it, and honoured his Memory and.his Image. 

He had; lent a Prefent to one, that was his 
Cqufin German, an African by Nation, but 
the day before that he ordered him'to killed; 
who throwing himfelf down from a Window 
p> efcape his Perfee,utors, broke his L,eg, but 
m had crept to his Wife, where they took 
.him, and afterwards made a very fport of kil¬ 
ling him. He put to death Pomptianus, the Hit many 
Grand ion or ’ the Emperor Marcus Antoninus , Cruelties. 
any fhp Son of that Pomptianus. , to whom 
Ufcih married, after the Death of the Empe- 
m Ferns, who had ipade him a GonfyJ twice, 

.and hadintrufted him with the Command of 
11 s 4rm>e? m all,His,Wars. Jhe way which 
w took to do this Murder, was, he ordered 
W f° be fet upon, as it were by Thieves. 

«Wgs, executed in his prefence by the 
Mbe. r j* fWith an Axe; and after, it was don?, 

■m W®. *§ the- Murderer, You ought according 
\\m Order, <t‘o Mve done it with, a Sword. 

fitmius was hilled by his Cpmmartd before the 
Temple of Aptomnus Rites, and both the Bq- 
fjics.ol the one aud the other were dragged 
.about the .Streets, without any regard to hu- 
. njanity. He put to death the Son of Papinian. 

TO but three daytfbdore had treated the City 
JKh a magnificent Shew, upon his entrance 
the Office of a Queftor. infinite 

t Wuipber of others were killed upon the fame ' ! u 

days, yvho had favoured the fide of Get*. ‘ The 1 ' 

Bryants that had waited upon him. In all : ‘ ' 

places. 




a io The Life and Reigp of the Vol.| 

places, and in the very Baths, were there, 
facres ebmrrlictdd uponpfbttte' they were tu 
their Suppers j^mongft Whom was Sammoni* 
tut Stvtrut , who is known by his many Learn¬ 
ed Books. Cbilo who Was twice Captain of 
the Guards arid Conful, was in' the’greattft 
danger, for only having advifed the two Btb' 
thers toan agreement with one another.. For 
the Soldiers had ftript him, and 1 were hurfying 
him away to the Execution #hen further Of. 
ders cdrrie' to fpare hlfn. ‘He put to dcfth 
Htlvius Pertinisx' for no' cither reafon,' bufife 
caufe he was the-Son of ari Emperor. ' He to- 
‘vercCafed to'kiil, upon fome occafionot' peher, 
thofe‘who had beenhid Brothers Friends, file 
frequently and proudly'ihvef^ed both agaihft 
the Senate, and the Pfedple, 'ndc forbearipg 1 :to 
valud hittddlf onedayy bt&apfe he Wa^airother 
SjBa. ■ ■ •« <“» j !: vj 

Then'he went into 1 Gallia;* Whither v he'was 
-no fooheroarti.e, than hepur to- detoh'thejty 
conful bf 'the^Narbennoiff t ‘He nfede Tjfelfa 
-havock, ahdfuch a OTrtfufidhamoqgft'the Rh* 

• gifttates of this Province," tW.'he WasaSortii^j 
-hated,-as ^heffiidfboutragious^y^arit^eirer^ 
Sbmetimestievetthtflefs ^he^ouid 1 difgdife'lw 
-fanguinary *wd ‘-fcrUel’Nature, .arid, ‘prtfttmd 
to to fptf&oUs. S; He dijl w a 
, here^againft fhe Rights 6f ^He ^unt{y,and 
/the People.- 1 And thertdh^wistaken^iilifa 
-great ‘flckiiefsyand yebhe^ai* hftwvfrafdi 1 Wty 
( ©ruekdthofej Who evenTecovereddiiTn,' 

s'* P *‘ - he ‘preprftfecMimfelf 'for' atf <i ExUftditt6t) : ''f^o 

petition. ; *he £ty?y ; a|id 0 fo : earner irttpl 

r .•••(!(• .• w wl it.ni wfttffejjjat 
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great Numbers of the Barbarians about the 
Country of Rbatia , encouraging on his Sol¬ 
diers, and gratifying them with his Bounty, 
as if they were the Soldiers of a Syila. He 
fuffered not himfelf to be called indeed; by the 
Name of any God, as Cbmntodut. was, whom 
they called a Hercules, becaufe of his killing 
a Lyon, and other Wild Beads. But having 
received a tyi&ory over the, Germans, he called 
himfelf Germanics, without any regard to the 
nearnefsof;that Name to Ger mantes, that is, his 
own Brother whom < he had killed. And had 
he, he faid, overcome the Lucans, he would 
have been called Lucanicus, although it is a 
word which in another Senfe, fignmes an A- 
dion of Di/honour. He put to death fuch as 
had but made Water in the place, where ftand 
thfi’Scatues or the Images of the Emperor { or 
had taken off the Crowns from the Heads of 
any. Images to place them elfewhere, or ufed 
Amulets about their Necks, for Charms a* 

S ainft Quartant and Tertian Agues, He took 
is Way by 7 brace, in company with the 
Gapttin of the (guards; and thence crofting 
the Sea into Afia, his Sail-yard broke, and he 
wa in danger to be wreckt, had he not got* 
ten into the Pinnace, and fo was taken into 
* ftout veflelj where the Admiral was that 
convoy’d him. He often with his Sword in His 
hand, hath flood aCombate with.Wild-Boars. Strength. 
Once he: fought a Lyon, of which he gloried 
much in his Letters,which he fent to his Friends, 
and boafted,. that he. was arrived to the Power 
of Hercules. 

Coming • 


f 
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Coming into AJta, he applied himfelf to the 
matter of the War With the Armenians and ?*. 
tbiant, in Which he appointed a Generaho com¬ 
mand, Who was df the fame Kidney with him- 
His Bay felf. He went to Alexandria, where aflem. 
bar it it sin bling the People together in the Schools, he 
Egypt* made a fharp Speech to them, and commanded 
a draught of the ftouteft Men to be' made but 
df them for Recruits, as he pretended, for hit 
Forces. But when this was done, he put 
them all to the SWord, after the Example of 
Ptolemy Euergetes, the Eighth of that Name, 
King of Egypt, who had pra&ifed the like Bar- 
barity. At the fame time, upon a fignal given 
to his Soldiers, they fell every one upon h« 
own Hod and murdered him, and committed 
a Vaft (laughter throughout the City of Ah- 
andria. Afterwards he marched againft the 
Tartbiam, by the Borders of the People called 
Cadufii , and the Country of Babylon ; and 
coming to a tumultuary Engagement with 
them, ne let loofe amongft them Wild Bealls | 
after which he fent his Difpatches about it to 
the Senate, to the end, to obtain the Title of 
Conqueror of the Partbians , as if he had got¬ 
ten never fb great a Victory. He was pre¬ 
paring himfelf for another Campaign, when, 
going from the City of Rhea in Mefopotamisi 
where ne wintered, to Htrtn or Gharan, to af- 
fill at the Worfhip of the Moon, and by the 
way, alighting from his Hof fe to make Waten 
he was fobbed the fame moment upon the 
Eighth of the Ides of April, being his Birth* 
pay, and the Feftival of Cybtle, by a Com 

- - fpinof 
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fpiracy, which was laid for the purpofe hy 
kmintst the Captain of the Guards, who in¬ 
vaded the Empire after him. Thofe who were 
privy to the fame befides, were Nemeftansst, 
and his Brother Apodinaris , and Rbatiansst who 
commanded the lecond Legion$ nor was the 
delign unknown to Martins Agrippa the Ad¬ 
miral, nor to a great many other principal Of¬ 
ficers, who had been brought info it by the in- 
ftigation, efpecially, of one Martial a Centu¬ 
rion. , 

He was killed in the midway, betwixt the 
Cities of Rhea and Herets, where he had an 
occafion to alight, as l (aid, from his Horfe. 

The Guards were of the number of the Con- 
fpirators; and fb as the Quirry lifted him up 
to his Horfe again, he ftruck him into the 
Body with a Dagger. 

Now concerning the Death of Papinian, I Papinian’i 
know very well, that it is varioufly reprefented Death. 
by a great many, as if they did not know the 
real caufe it. However, I think fit to pub- 
lilh what to me feems to be the Truth, ra¬ 
ther than I will be filent upon the Murder of 
fo great a Perfon. Papinian , it is faid, was one 
in very great Favour with the Emperor Septi¬ 
mus Severest, to whom, fome add, that he was 
fomewhat akin by his fecond Wife. There¬ 
fore Severest had recommended unto him the 
Caro of his two Sons, whom accordingly he 
exhorted to a good Agreement with one ano¬ 
ther, and fo interpofed againft the Murder of * 

Go*. But for this, he, together with the reft 
who were Favourers of Geta , was killed by the 

exprefi 
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' , exprefs Order of Baftanus, who, as fome fur, 
ther add, had defined Tapman to extenuate for 
him,* to the Senate and the People the death 
of Get*.' But; fopinian anfpreredi X bat it w* 
not- to eajie to exenfe a iWtoW, at ft wai to 
«*» il They!** alfo that 
cl ne to dilate the Speech, in which Baffin* 
was to inveigh agajnft hjs Brother, to the end, 
to render ms ojyri £aufe the, better m lolling 
him: and that Papinian laid, that, to accuie the 
Innocent, who hjid been murdered, was in 
the nature, of another Murder. But all this 
Hqwev;er, : does pof yery well agree. Becaufe 
it was i^ot for the (Captain of the Guards to 
form the, Emperor's speeches; and then it b 
certain that Papinian was for no other region 
killed, but as he was a Fautor of Geta. As 
the Soldiers were hurraing him away to nu 
Execution, he laid, That he (hould he very m 
prudent , who was the Captain of the Gi wit 
after hint, if he did not ftvprely revenge tit 
Cruelty that was jhewnto hit place. vVnipn Was 
afterwards done. For Macrinus his Succeilor, 
was the Author of the Death of BaJJtanut, and 
was afterwards himlelf made Emperor in the 
Camp; whole SopDiadumenus, was immediate* 
ly new named Antoninus Diafemenus, to gr«; 
tify the Soldiers, becaufe the ijiams of an Arifa 
nifties was fo dear to them. _ 

- Bafjianus Antoninus Caracallus lived tog 
. Three Years, and reigned Six. He wasNJ 
bly buried, and left a Son, who was after^ 
wards called Varias Antoninus Hehgabslu^ 
the dear Name of Antoninus being lo fixunthe 
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Heart* of Men, that it was no' more to be re* 
moved, than thif of Augufius from the Period 
of the Emperor. He was a Prince of ill man*- 
nets, arid crueller than his to& cruel Father* 

He eat and drank,freelyki.it Was kited by-his 
Servants, and by all. the Mfed .of the Sword, 11 
only : the Guards! The Works which he left Hiifubp,' 
behind him at - Rome were, the famous Baths 'lHwftiH 
of his own Name, in which there is dne Room 
jo Curious, that the Architects fey, it is alto* 
tether inimitable. He left alfo a ; Portico of 
the Name bf his Father, rdpiiefefttihg the print 
cipal Anions of his Father’s Bfe, with his 
Wars arid Triumphs. He ! reaeived the 'Name 
ti Caracnlltn fxPtft ' a Garment lo called, which 
he firft'brought up ^nd-^ava to the 1 People 
of Romp for ia Bounty. He ,l i4paWed^tlib &ia 

I. infhl/tl* LaY/Mii hit* Dxr. uLi'a 


IdllVi uinu n. IAV wi wvtuu uaiwiy J. wujpios ill 

all places td the Horibur df J rhfe •G^ddefs Jfit\ 
fthofe SaeriflfcdS’ ; he celebrated- with • much 
Heater Reverence than -ever had beeri uled 
lefofe at Rows. His Body Was interred ih'the 
Sepulchre of the Antoninus’ s', : that the lamb 
ilace Ihduld receive his Rcliques, whioh had 
;iven him that Name. 

It is now fit that I Iholild relate how it is laid 
hat he cariib to marry his Mother in-LaW, 
Julia ; fhe Was Very handlome, and asfhehap- 
ien’d one day in negligence, to dilcover hec 
Jody a little baked ; Ab, Madam, laid he to 
Ser, I Would, if 1 might. Sir, laid fhe again, 
f fw fleaft , you can ; you are an Emperor, and 

X fi 
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• to give Lfiw to A, the W0 Yj mi' m uht 
them from any. He no fopner had under- 
; ftood the fonfe p£,*hi9le Words, but his un 
bridled Paflion led him to refolve upon the 
aocomplilhment of the Crime, and fo he red 
Hit i* Iy celebrated tho» Nuptials with her, which 
ceflmut were in effect the feme, as to take to Wife hij 
Marriage* own Mother, and to add Inceft with his Mo¬ 
ther, to the Murder of his Brother. It will 
not be improper here to remark a very picquant 
thing, which .Was laid of him. As he had a, 
{bribed to himfelf the Titles in his ftileof 
Germanicuff Vwtbjcm, Arabic^ and Altm- 
becaAfe of his Conqu^ ovpr the Ger¬ 
mans, and'thole-otfeiet Nation^ Melvmth 
tm*> the! Son of ..tjie Emperor b 

ling mh M 

Gtiticus Maximus il/? which ward^tfifw.ta 

is an equivocatipiU'Wfch. ^ ^oifele jnelation jo 

Gita his Brother* * whom he jhad dolled 
with relBaOH :t& the Goths t tailed 
he had Overcome income; 
hisipaflageintQ the^/,; c - ^ ; 

•The Death of Gw* was prqgoofticated by 
leveral Prodigies, as we Ihall'lhew hyand by 
in his own Life, whiph follow^. ( Jn the meaa 
time we (hall only obferve . farther, that for¬ 
merly, when the Army, had.proppfed ; $#w« 
Antoninus to march atthe ofmem*lj n W 
place of Seiservs his Father* who was fo nek ol 
the" Gout, thathe could not, well follow ,-W 
War; Severn was then for putting to death tra 
his Son Bajfianus, if the Captains of the Guardi 
hud not over* perfuaded him again.fl it. 0“ 


Emperor Anton. Baflian. Caracallus. 

the contrary, others fay, that the Captains of 
the Guards were for puhilhing Btflu, ™ j* 
Death, but that his Father was aeainft it; 
caufe he was not willing, that the foolifh Raft- 
nefs ofa young Man Ihould be relented fo fe- 
verdy asforhrsoivn Father to kill him, when 

L ri!? ra w ei Were th ? occalionsof 
the Crimp. However it p, this moft cruel 

Pritjce Bfifianut Antoninus Caracallus , who in 
a word was a Parricide, Inceftuous, an Enemy 
of his Father, Mother, and Brother, was yet bv 
Macmus that killed him* Opt of fear of the 
Wers, qdd .imperially dhofe n^f the Guards 
after his Death made a God. A Temple was 
giren him, and an Order of Piiefts appointed 
to lerve him. Even the Temple of Fauhna j 
WtyMrff. Antoninus at the. foot of the 
Mountain Murk, was re-dedicated to him • 
and his Son Antoninus Heliogabalm, translated 
the lame again afterwards, to either Jupiter 

L*’i° r tie ^ un » or himfelf, but to which of 
the Three, I cannot very well allert* 


\ 
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BY 

yELIUS SPARTIANUS. 

Dedicated to the 

emperor 

Coitfiantine the Greet. 

I Am fenfible, Sir, that your Majefty, 
many others, may perhaps admire, *&! 
I do take in here the Life of Get a Antunm 
For indeed, l mud confefs that there is« 
much to be (aid of him, becaufehe wasoj 
out of the World, as (oon almoft as He «« 
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upon the Throne as a Partner with his Brother, 
however I lhall obferve, that he had the 
name of Antoninus given him, no lefs than his 
Brother, by the Order of the Emperor Seve¬ 
rn, his Father; and the reafon of it, which! 
jhail premife, before I proceed further, was 
this. His Father fometime, had had a Dream; 
that he ihould be fucceeded by an Antoninus. 
Upon which he immediately went to his Sol¬ 
diers, and at the head of them gave his eldeft 
Son Baffianu's, the name of Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus Bajfsanus. And when he had done 
this, whether it was out-of his Paternal Affe- 
ftion unto Geta, or whether it was that Julia 
his Wife, who knew the Dream, had put him 
upon it, becaufe Geta Ihould not be altoge¬ 
ther precluded Accels to the Empire, he or¬ 
dered that he alfo Ihould be called by the 
name of Antoninus Getai and always in his fa* 
miliar Letters, which he writ afterwards in his 
abfence to his Friends, he laid of them both 
equally, Salute from me my Antoninulfes, my 
fan, and my Succejfors. But yet however all 
this Caution of neither the Father, nor the 
Mother availed any thing. For only the elder 
poflefled the Empire, who was the firft 
honoured with the name Antoninus. 

His other name of Geta was what he had 
from either his Father’s Brother, or from his 
Grandfather, whole names were Geta. 1 here 
were yet other realons for the addition of that 
name of Antoninus , to this of Geta. Severus 
would have had it to be a Rule, that all Princes 
in the time to come Ihould be Entitled Antonini , 
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in the fame manner as they are Auguf u Which 
was the effe& of his great love to the Etft 
peror Marcus Antoninus, whofe Stin he Was 
pleafed to call himfelf) arid whole Wifdbtti 
sfnd the Precepts of his Philofophy hi alWayi 
endeavoured to imitate. And riot only tm 
effeA of His love to that Pritica, who Was aft 
Antoninus but by Adoptiort, but of hi§ Uv« 
arid Honour alfo to Antonim Fit* the Safe 
ceflour of Hadrian £ by realbfl, that it Wii 
Antoninus Fitts, who had prdfefred him frorttt 
Pra&icer in the Law tO be the Keeper of lb 
Exchequer ; which was a happy Rife to him, 
and which had opened him the way to thole 
great Advantages* that afterwards he cattle W 
attain unto: who thdught therefore, that hi 
could not borrow a riafrie from any PrifiGS 
better, than from One Whofe Reigri had been 
fo happy; nor a name more honourable 
than that, that had already rtin through four 
Emperors. Being skilful in the Do&rittfi 6f 
Aftrology, as many of the Africans generally 
are, he (aid one day* becaufeheknew the Na* 
tivity of Geta ; I admire, dear Juvenalis, (who 
was the Captain of the Guards to him) ft 
think, that thy Geta fluill he <t God, in iifbifi 
Nativity 1 fee nothing to rhake hint an £# 
peror. Nor did his skill at all deceive him 1 lot 
after Geta had been killed by his brother, fltld 
his Brother apprehended that he had drawn 
upon himfelf the hatred of a Tyrant by the 
Crime, he underftanding that it would W 
fweetned if he did but declare Geta a God) 
cried, SitDivui dum not ft Vivut ; Let hiftiH 

v. ' “* 1 * * ‘ re (hi)a. 
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$Gtd, {o'be is not an Emperor $ andfo he Con- 
(ecratedhim; by which the Murderer in feme 
jneafere retrieved to himfelf the good Grace of 
the People again. , - * * 

Geta Antoninus , was born at the City or Mi- 
Ink, under the Confulfhips of Severn and Vi- 
ttHiut, upon the fixth of the Calends of June. 

His Mother was Julia ; who was Several’s fe* 
cond Wife, being her whom he had chofento 
Marty, becaufe he had heard, that (he had it Good and 
in her Nativity to be the Wife of a King; had o- 
thbugh himfelf was at that time a private Per- mens ’ 
Ion, only in a good Employment in the State. 

As foon as he was born, it was told by one 
that a Hen had laid an Egg in the Houfe,- 
which was of a Purple colour. So the Egg 
was brought up; but Baftanut taking it in his 
hands and letting it fall, like a Child, to the 
Ground, that it brake, Julia faid to him 
laughing, You wicked Villain, .you have killed 
per Brother. Severn cook more notice of 
this Expreflion at that time, than any other 
Body: but afterwards all the Company looke 
upon it as a thing fpoken, as it were, by In- 
fpiration. Another Omen that happened was 
this: upon the fame day, and in the fame hour 
that Geta was born, a Plebeian of the name of 
Antoninut, had at his Farm in the Country a 
Lamb kidded; with a mark upon his Head of 
die colour of Purple : and being informed by 
a Soothfayer, that an Antoninus fhould fuc- 
ceed to tne Empire after Severn , he very 
fondly interpreted it of himfrlf; but how- 
Wr killed the Umb (in which confided the 
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figii of thedeath of Get a) for fear that the 
Omen of fo high 4 Fortune fhould bring him 
into danger. I would add one thing more, 
which the Event made People to. interpret to 
the fame purpojfe; which is, that when Stvi. 
rut pne day Celebrated th? Birth'of Geta, his 
Brother Bafftanus killed the Sacrifice himfelf, 
in the place of the Prieft. A Circumftance 
not then confidered nor taken notice of; hut 
it was afterwards very well underllqod, vyhen 
that Brother had facrificed his Brother. 

Hit Perfi - Geta , was in his temper a rough fort of a 

nage and Youth; though nottoa Fault; handfome, a 
Conditi • jjtttle eager, a lover of delicious Wines and 
™ s ' good Chear. There is this Story of him, which 
is remarkable, when he was a Boy. His Fa¬ 
ther the Emperor Severn being for Eradicating 
wholly the Parties that oppofed him, laid once 
to his Sons, I do but rid you of your Enemies. 
So Bafftanus advifed him to cut; them off all 
Root, and Branch; them and their Children; 
but Geta aslct the queflion, how many of them 
they were? His Father telling him, fays he 
again. Have they Parents and Relations living ? 
Yes. Then, fays he, there will he more People 
in Rome forty for your Vtftoryj tiffin there will 
he that are glad of it. And certainly Gefa'i 
Opinion had carried it, had not Plautianus the 
Captain of Guards, and Juvenal who had 
great interefts, infilled upon the contrary., in 
hopes of enriching themfelves by the Confff* 
cation of the Eftates: which was again le* 
ponded by the exceftive Cruelty , of -Bajfianut, 
who perilling in his frrft Opinion* and %• 
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jngj Hi would have them all cut off i them and 
their Children \ fays Geta to him; You-, who 
fptre no Body, would kill your own Brother. 
Which, as then fpoken, fignified nothing: 
but afterwards it appeared to be a fort of a 
Prophefie. 

He had an excellent Memory to improve 
hiihfelf by what he read in the Antients, and 
by what .his Father taught him. His Brother / 
had always hated him; but he was more be-* 
loved by his Mother Julia, than ever Baffianut 
was by his. He fpoke agreeably, though fome- 
. thing Stammering: he was curious in hisDrefs, 
to excels: and whatever was prefented him, 
he applied it to his own Ornament, without 
giving it away to any body living. After the 
Parthian War, at what time his Father flourilh* 
ed in great glory,asfl<$w»w was declared a Part¬ 
ner in the Empire with his Father, fo Geta was 
Created a Cafar , and honoured with the name 
of Antoninus Geta. It wa$ an ufual/diverfion 
with him topropofe to the Grammarians, Qiie* 
ftions about the feveral Cries and Voices of 
Animals, As the Sheep Bleats , the Swine Grunts , 
the Dove Coos, the Lion Roars , the Eltpfysnt 
Brays, the Frog Croaks , the Horfe Whinnies, the 
Afs Brays, the Ox Lows ; and to prove the ufe of 
the proper Latin Terms for each, out of the 
Antients. He read much in the Books of Se* 
rtnus Sammonicus , written to Antoninus. As 
to tfie Table, he took a pleafurc to oblerve an. 
Alphabet ; according to which, as every Letter 
came on each day in its Courfe, his Servants 
that knew it, and were well skilled in the 

Aits 
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Arts of eating, provided things of tfie names, 
beginning with that Letter. As for example, 
for the Letter P. Puddings Plover, Pullet, Par. 
fridge. Peacock, Pig, Pifcit, Plumbs, and fo 
upon other days for the other Letters in order. 
Which is an Argument that from his Youth 
he had a gay choice of things, and was a very 
pleafant Perfon. 

After he was killed by his Brother, a Party of 
the Soldiers who had not been Corrupted, re* 
footed his Murder very ill} faying all of them, 
That they bad promifed Fidelity to the two Some/ 
Severus, and ought to keep it equally to them both,* 
Accordingly they kept faft the Pafles of their 
Gamp; and refuted to give entrance to Baffit- 
nut, till he had flattered them up, and had ap¬ 
pealed their Heats by giving them a Bounty, 
which was vaflly great. After this Papinian, 
and many others were Maflacred, who had 
either encouraged the good agreement of the 
two Brothers, or had appeared to be of the 
Side of Geta. Perfons of Quality of both the 
Senatorian and the Equeflrian Orders were 
Butchered, up and down publickly in the Baths 
and other places* Papinian died by the Axe; 
Bajftanm finding fault with the Executioner 
that he had not done it with a Sword. In the 
mean time he was fo afraid of his own Perfon, 
that he wore a Coat of Mail under his Purple, 
when he went to the Senate, to give them an 
.account of what he did, and of the death or 
Geta. At which time, as Faujlinut the Praetor 
repeated thfe Imperial Style, laying, Sarmati* 
out Maximus, and Partbicus Maximal, Titles 

which 
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Bajparn had' gaihdd 1 by ' his ViStatles 
Mtoat* im the Ptttlhiafy tfefvHn 

Wind*, the Soh of the Erripc^of ;<jf ■ that 
name, foggerted' if to him to and add to 

thfc 1 reft Get/cus Maximus ; as If he 1 meant if, in 
ndttlori to his Victories over the Goths, who 
#erethen catted Get#', but there wd$ an Equi¬ 
vocation in the Word; for it alfo rtfWted to 
the Murder of his Brother Geta. This funk 
deep into the Bread of Bajfianus, no it appeared 
afterwards by his putting to death the Author, 
and not him only, but thofe others, as I have 
(aid above. More particularly, as to Helvius 
Vertinax, he was willing to cut him off, upon 
the account that he was in the good efteem of 
all the World ; and then befides he was the 
Son of an Emperor, which it felf was no very 
life Circumftance for a private Perfon. 

The Funeral of Antoninus Geta was fo very Hit Jr 
Fine, that one would not have thought the lemn ft4 ‘ 
fame Brother that buried him, had killed him. ner 
He was buried in the Sepulchre of his Ance- 
ftorsi that is to fay, or Severut his Father, 
which is upon the Appian way. In fine it is to 
be obfptved, that the Carefles of Antoninus Ca- 
rnallus Bajjianus , were more to be dreaded 
than his Frowns. He had an unaccountable 
Quality with him, fo (peak the faired and the 
kindlieft to thofe in appearance, whom he re- 
folved to deflroy. And again, it was a Mi¬ 
racle to all to fee him lament, as he did, the 
death of Geta, as often as his name was menti¬ 
oned, or his Pidure, or his Statue came in 
fight. He was therefore a Man of many 

Windings 
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Windings and Turnings in his Humour; and 
this being accompanied with as much Cruelty 
as if he thirfted after Blood, it made him, that 
he would one time Maflacrethe Friends, ano¬ 
ther time the Enemies of Get a. as Fortune of¬ 
fered them to him ; fo that the lofs bf Geta, 
by the fame means, became lamented taore 
and more. 
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By JULIUS CAPITOLINUS. 

W Hen Princes, either have not 
fat very long upon the Reman 
Throne, or have not been Per* 

Tons of any extraordinary Chara&ers before 
their Acceflion to it, fo that there is but little 
to be (aid of their Reigns, for the (hortneft of 

them, 
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them, and left perhaps of their private Lives, 
in which they might never have been known, 

; if they had'not afpired to the ’Empire * It« 
not to be admired if their Memories fliould 
lometimes lye buried in ©bfcunty. Therefore 
for my part, what I can find, that I do think 

may teMwfyl, «> Pa¬ 

rity, slid Worthy to be^wleued outoHhe ac. 
counts of divers Hiftorians, I fhall produce it 
to the World; apprehending this to be the 
Duty of him, who propofes to write fheLivcwf 
odbers; that is, jppe to repountievery v d>fog tb|t 
a Man does, Blit with Judgment to maldn 
Choice of what is more particularly deferving 
of Memory. So .that ft jfrquld think, fftyt 
i£lius Junius Cor dus, who hath taken the Paim 
to publifh the Liyes of thofp Emperors, whom 
he believes to be itiore obfeure and left known 
than others, h^h not.ygt acquitted fifcnfelhf 
h»De%tj-with>fhe greateft^iccefe.'/ jBecMc 
as fliort as he is,he hath yet reported things that 
are fcarpe worth the Labour ohthp Writing 
them. ; JHfofofl&ri jiqi utheJeaft mnesao-eleape 
him, as if concerning Trajan, Antoninus Pius,ot 
Marcus Antoninus, it fignifieth any thing to 
know' eyery rime that fhev/want .ahrpad, # 
how they changed their Habits, and who every 
Perfon was that they preferred, and when; 
or when they were forved,-witlr<pth^'Via» 
upon their Table, than ordinary O^Njrj 
recounts, ^nd fills his Books with 
io makes his.Hiftory a Tale of a Tub. Where* 
as, ;I think, that as for things that are fo cheap/ 
and of no value, no mention at all ought to, be 
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made of them ; unlefs it is, when it is proper 
to give a Judgment by them of certain Incli¬ 
nations, which may be really worth the know¬ 
ledge ; and even then, it is fit to touch them 
only in part and to leave the reft to be gather¬ 
ed by the Reader. 

After the Death of the Emperor Baffsanut 
Antoninus CaracaUus , his Captain of the Guards, 

Ofilius Macrinus, who had before that been 
the keeper of his Privy-Purfe, poflefled him- 
felf of the Empire, fi. Man of a low Birth, His E& 
not a Gentleman born or bred; full of aftu* tra&ion 
ranee both in his Humour and his Looks; an UCha~ 
fometimes he called him felf by the Name of ra " er ' 
Stvtrus , fometimes Antoninus ; but yet every 
body hated him, as well the Soldiers, as the 
People. He ingaged himfelf immediately in 
the War with the Partisans, to take away by 
that means from die Soldiers the leifure to 
make Reflections upon him, and fo to con- 
fiqni, his Power, or at lead to flop the ill Re¬ 
ports from growing, as much as it was pot 
fible, under which he lay. The Senate in¬ 
deed willingly accepted him to be Emperor; 
hut yet it was chiefly, out of their hatred to 
the memory of Antoninus CaracaUus, in relation 
to whom they cried out with one Voice, Any 
hofyrafter than a Parricide ; <any Perfon,rat her 
tpfn. an fncefluous, and ' an impure Homicide ; 
my finet rather than d Murderer of ,tbe Senate 
end the People; It may be perhaps a Matter 
of Lome admiration, why Macrinus,; having 
been the Author of the Death of his Predecet 
for, who was by Name an Antoninus, ihould 

neverthelefs 
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neverthelefs order his Son Diadumenus, to b'^ 
called Antoninus Diadtimerkts, Now that which 
I find upon the Annals, as to that matter, is 
this. , 

The Oracle of the Goddefs Cceleftts in Car- 
thage, having been conlulted by the Proconful, 
about the State of the Empire, and the pub*. 
lick A'ikirs, in the time of Antoninus Pm, 
about the Emperors. After other things, Ihe 
particularly repeated the Name of Antonmt 
eight times ; whereby it was uriderftood, that 
the Emperor Antoninus Pius fhonld Reign eight 
Years. But when that Prinie' had out-lived 
that term, lo that if any Faith was to be given 
to the Oracle, lomething elfe than that was 
defigried by it, which time was to produce. It 
was iuppoied at laft to fignifie, that the number 
of the Emperors of the Name of AMdnihdt, 
Ihould be eights artd for they are. To m 
Antoninus Pius , the Firft; Marcus AtitoniW, (hd 
Second; Vet us Antoninus his Colleague ‘in' thte 
Empire, the Third f Commdus Antoninus, the 
Fourth; Ahionimts Caracallus^ the Fifth; 0 
toninus'Getp, the Sixth, Afibn'inut DiaduM^ 
nus, the Seventh; and Ant'dHmi Helmdham\ 
the Eighth. •, For as for thhiTwo Gordidni ; w 
Several, or Pertwdx, d r Jwianui, 6) ' v OP’M 
Macrinus, who did all dFtndtd Ibhietfitt’dsbsJI 
themfeives Antonihi, they* atre'hdver to n be l |)C; 
counted of the number bf thfe tri\6' Atiiihifkll 
but only thole Eight rtoW mentioned,’ W 
whom that Name was more refrained; tnari'anyj 
of their own. Now Macrinus was willing 1 tq 
give his Son the Name of an Antoninus, for 
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this reafon, becaufe the People Ihould have 
the le/s occafion to fulpe<a, that the late Em¬ 
peror of that Name had been kill’d by his 
Orders; and becaufe lie knew very well, that 
ftvery one had fuch an extraordinary Love for 
that Name, that unlefs the Emperor Was cal¬ 
led Antoninus, they could fcarce think him an 
Emperor. 

After Opilius Macrinus was alfo kill’d, and 
the Senate was allured that Varias Heliogabalus 
the Sob of Antoninus CaracaJlus, was declared 
Bmperor by the Army; then it was, that it 
ns loudly reprelented in the Senate, what an 
Ignoble Perlon Macrinus Was. Aurelius Victor 
f'mius Ipoke. thus. 

Macrinus, a Slave the other day, that drud■ His meats 
[dtn the fervile Offices of the Emperor’s Family! Original, 
sMgre! a Hireling! He lived a paltry Life 
nltr Commodus. Severus thought him not fit 
for the tnofi miferable Employments, hut 
tmed him out, and ban'sffied him into Africa; 
mitre to cover his Infamy, he betook himfelf to 
Liters, and came to plead [owe fmall Caufes, and 
It declaim, .and at laft to be a Juftice. Then he 
tus created a Gentleman, and fo at length, ar¬ 
rived to be the Keeper of the Exchequer under 
Severus, by the Favour of Feftus, “who was an 
rfwichifed Slave of that Prince, 

This relation however, is not fouhdoubted, • 
wit that others give us the Steps of his PrOmo- 
jjon thus. That he wav a Gladiator, and had 
wght in that quality publickly* Obtaining 
ifterwards his Freedom, he went into Africa, 

"wre he was a Notary, and railing himlelr 
Y after 
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after that, to be the Keeper of the Emperor’s 
Exchequer, from thence he fucceeded unto the 
higheft Honors. Whilft he was the Captain of 
the Guards, he contrived the Death or his Ma¬ 
tter, with that dexterity of Intrigue, that ip 
could not be perceived, that he had the lead 
hand it it. He gained upon a Quirry to 
give the Blow; what with the Money he bri¬ 
bed him with, and what with the great Pro- 
' mifes that he made him. And then it wasfo 
ordered, that it fhould be faid, that he was 
killed in a Mutiny of the Soldiers; becaufefor 
his murdering his Brother, and the Inceit of 
his marrying his Mother, he was fo odious to 

them. , 

Makes his But no fooner was this done, but Macmui 
SonCxhr* poffefled himfelf of his place, and made his 
Son Diadumenus , whom he immediately called 
by the Name of Antoninus Diadumenus, his Part¬ 
ner with him in the fame. Then he lent the 
Body of the deceafod to Rowe, to be interred 
in the Sepulchre of his Anceftors; and com¬ 
manded his Captain of the Guards, who was 
his own late Colleague in that Office, to take 
care of burying him in all refpe&s honoura¬ 
bly ; knowing that the Common People loved 
him for the Habits and the LargefTes that he 
had given amongft them.. 

As he was afraid of a popular Emotion, and 
that fome body fhould intervene and hinder his 
Reign, fo he was glad to take the Empire, as 
it were by fiirpnfe; but yet m the mean time 
he ferved himfelf of that common Artifice to 
pretend, that it was againft his Inclination. 
Y Particu* 
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Particularly he Was jealous of the Captain of 
the Guards, his late Colleague, because fome 
People hoped, that if he had the Confont but 
of one Legion, he would not refufe an Op¬ 
portunity, in which they would be ready to 
jervehim, out of the hatred they had to Opilius 
Macrinus for his ill Life, and for the ignoble- 
nelsof his Education and Birth. He took/up- 
on himfelf, as I laid, the Name of Sever us< 
though he had no relation to that Prince; 
which occafioned a good raillery upon both 
him and his Son ; Macrinus is a Sever us, as Dia- 
imenus is an Antoninus .' 

Now to put a flop to any Commotion of the 
Soldiers, he immediately gave a Bounty, as 
well to the Legions, as the Guards, which was 
more than ordinarily large; and as it is the 
Cuftom fo to do, his Money fiipplied the de¬ 
ed: of his Innocence; and what he wan¬ 
ted in one, he made up with the other; 
by virtue .whereof, he continued in the Em- 
ure for fome time, although he Was a Man 
)f all manner of Vice. He writ Letters to the 
Senate, concerning the Murder oF Antoninus 
:»mallus t in which he filled him a God j 
irotefting as to himfelf, that he was innocent* 
md had known nothing of it; and fo he ad- 
led to the Crime that he had committed Per- 
ury,to begin his Reign withal. . 

It is fit to know, what a fort of an harangue 
was which he made, when he writ to the 
enate upon this occafion; that we nfay foe 
ne Confidence of the Man* and the Sacrilege 
nth which he Commenced hi* Reign. The 
y & Head# 
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Heads of it were thefe, done in the joynt 
Names,of the Emperors Macrinus and Diadutnt- 


Mi Me}- jy e ifj 0U JJ have been heartily glad, Fathers cj 
! T‘L the Smat', to have had our Sovereign Antoni- 
nate. nus yet in fafety, and returning to you in Tri¬ 
umph. We flould all have been happy in fleb t 
flourishing State of the Empire, and under a P rivet, 
who was a SucceJJbur of the Antonini, and givn 
us from the Gods. But flnee this Happinefs hail 
not befaln us , by reafon of a Mutiny of the StL 
diers, which hath deprived us of it, we mh 
you acquainted with what the Army hath dm 
as to us in the firfl place s and next we witbj/m 
Confents, decree an Apotheofis to be given imm 
diately to our late Prince, whofe Murder the Arm)' 
hath thought no Man more worthy to avenge then be 
own Captain of the Guards, to whom hithjelf btl 
left it , to chaftife the Fattion, had he efcaped tbtir 
• hands and lived . 

In another place, fays he, They have prefcnttl 
me with the Empire , which I have therefore (aim 
into my Protection •> and 1 flail continue it, if tin 
fame thing be pleaflng to you, Fathers of the Sc 
nate , which is fo pleaflng to them, to whom 1 bant 
given a Bounty, and done every thing as theCu• 
(lorn is for the Emperors to do upon thefe out- 


Again, My Son Diadumenus , whom yc» 
know, the Army bath made my Partner in tbt 
Empire , and hath not denied him the Nam 
of Antoninus. Indeed , they have done him i 
greater Honour by that Name, than by that dt- 
gree of a Prince ; which tve defire may be of- 

prowl 
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proved by you, Fathers of the Senate, as a, good 
and happy Omen, that you flail never want a 
Prince of a Name which you do fo dearly love. 
Again, We and all the Army have equally de¬ 
creed the Honours of a God unto Antoninus ,Ca- 
racallus, And though w\ might 'with the Author 
rity of Emperors command the fame from, you, 
Fathers of the Senate ; yet. we rather defire!, you 
to do it, and to dedicate to him, two Statues, ots 
Horfeback, two more fianding. .in Military. Habit., 
and two others fitting in a. Civil one. Weidedb 
cate alfo two triumphal Statues to the . Emperor 
Severus. ; All which, Fathers of the Senate , you 
will command to be performed, at our earnefi 
Requefl. s v'.v ; < 

When cqis was read intheSenate, theytod/c 
the new,s pf the death oiAntcninujt Caracallus very 
well, and hoping that Opilius Mi.crim/s would 
maintain the publick Liberty, they tuft made 
him a Patrician, -who was a Man originally of 
no Family, and little known; then they made 
him High-Prjeflt, (a Title annexed to the.Em¬ 
perors) who fqmetimc before, had been a Clerk 
to the minor Priells: And laftly, they voted 
him the Tide of Pious. Ncverthelefs, at the 
firft, upon the News of the Death of Card- 
callus, there was a long filence in the Senate, 
becaule no body dared to be foi ward to be¬ 
lieve it. But it was no fooner confirmed to 
them, that he was really lolled, but they in¬ 
veighed againft him as a Tyrant ; immediate¬ 
ly they conferred the Proconlular and the 
Tribunician Powers upon Macrinus, who ac¬ 
cepted from them the Title of the Happy , in- 

Y ; ftead 
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{lead of that of the Pious, and was pleafed that 
the Name of Antoninus ihould be confirmed 
by them to his Son. 

And here i may obferve, that this Name 
which began in a Prince, who was in reality, 
as well as by Title Pious, came by degrees, 
through a number of others one after another, 
who impaired its Reputation more and more, 
to end at laft in a Man fo impious, that he 
•was the very (cum of the Earth. Marcus Air 
minus was the only Prince after Tim, who 
adorned it by a Life worthy of it: Verm An • 
toninus his Partner, degenerated from it, and 
Conwiodus Antoninus even polluted it. What 
(hall I fay of Antoninus Caracallus ? Or what 
of Antoninus Diadumenus ? What (hall I fay 
of Antoninus Heliogabalus ? But as he was the laft 
of the Antoninujfes , and bale born, fo he isre- 
membred to' have lived in the greateft im¬ 
purity. 

jjis Pnr- Opilius Macrinus being thus eftablifhed in the 
thian Ex- Empire, he made great preparations to conti- 
f edition, . nue t j ie y/ ar againft the Parthians ; and pro- 
pofed to abolilh the infamy of his former Life, 
and the bafenefs of his Birth, by the greatnefs 
of his Vi&ories. He engaged the Enemy, as 
they were commanded by Artabamss their 
King, who fought obftinately. But after this, 
a Peace being agreed upon, then Macrinus tt- 
tired to the City of Antioch , where giving him- 
fblf up to Luxury, his Legions took a juft pre¬ 
tence from thence to revolt from him to Variui 
Heliogabalus , who was the reputed Son of Anto¬ 
ninus Bajftams Caracallus ; and who coming with 

' an 
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an Army againft him, defeated him, and killed He is 
him, after he had reigned but a little more y 
than one Year. 

There was a Laay called Moeja, alias Varsa, 
a Phoenician , of the City of Emijfa, the Sifter 
of Julia, the Wife of the Emperor Sevens, 
who after the Death of Antoninus Caracallus , 
was banifhed the Court by Macrinus ; but yet 
{he was allowed to take along with her, all 
the effe<fts which fhe had amafTed in the long 
time of her continuance there. This Lady 
had two Daughters, called Semamira and Mam¬ 
ma s The hrft and eldeft was the Mother 
of Variut Heliogabalus, who was a Prieft of the 
Sun, and had taken the Name of Heliogabalus, 
in the Phoenician Language, from the Name ot 
the God that he worfhipped. And being as 
well by his noble Stature and his Beauty, as by 
his Office remarkable to .all that came to the 
Temple, efpecially the Soldiers, his Grand- 
Mother Mcefa , alias Varta, took her opportu¬ 
nity to fay to them, that he was the Son °f the 
Emperor Antoninus Bajfusnus Caracallus, which 
from one to another, came to be made known 
to all. And as (he was herfelf very rich, and 
Heliogabalus very prodigal, fhe made Inch Pro- 
miles to them in his behalf, that fhe (educed 
the Legions to a revolt; who accordingly re¬ 
ceived him and his Mother, and their follows 
ersinto aGarrifon by Night, and proclaimed 
him Emperor, by the Name oP Antoninus, and 
inverted him with the marks of that Dig¬ 
nity, 

Y 4 When 
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When this Account was brought unto Ma¬ 
crinus at Antioch, he admiring at the boldnefs 
of the Woman, which he could not but flight 
at the fame time, lent Juliams the Captain 
of his Guards with his Legions to befiege her. 
But no fooner did the New Antoninus Ihew 
Jiimfelf in Perfon to thofe Men, but they were 
all fo marvelloufly inclined to love him, that 
they killed JuliaUus their Captain, and paired 
over in a Body to his fide* Then Antoninus Helk- 
gabalus having formed his Army fee himfelf to 
march againft Macrinus, as Macrinus was march* 
ing againft him; and joyning Battel, Macri• 
n»t was defeated; occafioried by. the Trea¬ 
chery of his own Soldiers, by reafon of their 
"Love to Antoninus- So he fled with fomefar 
in company with him, and particularly his 
Son. But both he and his Son were after¬ 
wards purfued and killed in a Village of By 
thynia, and his Head cue off and brought to 
V the Conqueror. And all that his Son had 
gotten by the Empire, was his Deftiny only 
to be killed with his Father. 

Certainly Macrinus was in the time that he 
reigned more rigorous, and more auftere than 
he had ever been before, thereby hoping to 
fiipprefs the Reports of all his by-paft Actions, 
and to bury them in oblivion; on the contrary,' 
that Seventy did but open a frejh occafion to 
People to blame him. Thus he was for ha; 
vmg himfelf ro be called a Severn and a 
Pert max : And when the Senate had given 
him the Titles of the Happy, and the Pious, he 

only 
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only accepted i he firft, and refufed the other 
which occafioned 3 Libel to be made upon him* 
which was put up in the Farufn in Greek and 
Latin Verfe to this purpofe; 7hat dnoH, ugly, 
tmblefome, four, and unreafinaUe Mdn of a 
Sttgeplayer ( alludingto his fightiiig^forhierly, 
as a Gladiator^) pretending to be Happy, with- 
tut being at the fame time Pious, it‘Mas ‘a thing 
unnatural and irrational; for thofe Mere two l/ir- 
tuis not to be ftparated, An impious Reign will 
make his Subfetls unhappy, and He Mho makes 
Os Subjefts [ 0 , mufi 'be unhappy himfelf. 

Macrinus was‘therefore one of a proud and uis T "?‘ 
bloody Mind ; he loved to govern with the 1 - 
arbitrarinefs of a Soldier; accufed the Difci- • ■ * 

plinO of former titries, and pralfed Sitterds a- 
one, of all the Emperors. He cohdeirined ' ' ' 
bis Soldiers to the Grofs, arid alWaj/s ptiriifhed 
tbem with the punifhments of Slaves. In any 
Mutiny he generally decimated; fpnietimes 
he contented himfelf to centefiiiiate them: 
which laft was a peculiar word Of his own, 
when he drew put But every hundredth Man 
when to execute, Which he accounted a Mercy, 
he had laid, they deferved to be decimated, 
or vicefimated. Certainly, it would be too , 
tedious here to recount all his Cruelties, flow- 
one 1-will mention, which Wa& not great 
{ he nought it; and yet it is fomething worfe 
nah the Barbarities of all the. Tyrants that 
wer were. TWO Soldiers Were; reported to 
jaje forced their Landlord’s Maid Againft her 
mil, to lye with them, at the fame time flie 
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was one that had been debauched long befon j t they received a Reward in Money, but he 
He hearing of it by his Spies, fent for then difmifled them with all their Infamy upon 
and examined the Matter; and it appearin them., r „ • 

to be true, he ordered Two vaft great Ojd He , was not a little verled m the Rnow- 
to be opened alive luddenly, and the Menu ledge of the Laws of the Romans, jnfomuch, 
be fluffed into their Bellies, there to reran that he made no Icruple to fuperfede all the 
till they died, with only their Heads out, tin Scripts of the antient Emperors, to act ac- 
they could talk to one another; which** cording to Right, and not according to.Re- 
a fort of a Punilhment that had nothin fcripts, And it was a lhame, he laid, that the 
like it then, or in any former times, in thecaS Wilis of fuch as Cammodus and CaracaUtss, and 
of Adultery, itlelfl In his Wars, always it pthers that were unWorthy to be Emperors, 
deed, againft the Tarthians, Armenians, aal jhould be Laws; when Trajan would not al- 
Arabians , he quitted himfelf*with equal bu •* n p-irAnr rhat is written oerhaos 

very and fuccels. A Tribune one day haviw 
Bis ex- neglefted to appoint the Guard, he dragged — 
tremeSe. him alive and dead in a miferable Conditiooito be 
verity, a t a Cart’s Tail, all his march. He revival Senfe. 
the Punilhment of Mezentius, of tying the li 
ving to the dead, for both to rot together 


jliuuiu --- ./ | 

low that a Relcript that is written perhaps 
iii favour in one cafe ffiould be made a 
precedent in another f becaule things ought 
' - examined by the. Rules of good 
He was liberal?,in his allowances 
of Bread and Provifions to the Poor, but 
vmg to tne iur uum w vv^vuv™ faring in giving Money. Towards his Ser- 
Therefore it was faid by the People in tin rants he was lo fevere, and fo cruel, that they 
Cirque, in favour of his Son Diadumtnm, whol tailed him inftead of Macrinus , Macellinus, 
Invelu Youth. I from Macellum a Shambles ; becaule his Houle, 

like a Shambles, flowed with the Blood of the 
Servants that he killed. He eat and drank 
very freely, lometimes to excels in the Eve* 
nings. If he had dined at any time more 
(paringly, in his fupper he would be very pro- 
lufe. He admitted the Men of Letters to his 
Table, with whom talking, he prolonged his 
Meals. • 

But as every one called to mind the bafe- 
nefs of his Birth, and former Life, and on 
the other hand, oblerved his Cruelty, which 

was 


was'a very lovely Youth, 

„ .—dignus, cut pater baud Mezentius 

It was pity he had a Mezentius/or his Father, 

He (hut up others betwixt four Walls, till they 
died ftarving. For Adultery he always tied 
the Parties body to body, and burnt them t<> 
gether alive. Servants that had run from then 
Mafters, he condemned to be made Gladia¬ 
tors of. Unlefs Informers proved what they 
(aid, he made it Capital to them j if they « 


34 1 



The Life and 'Reign of the VolJ, 

was ekceffive, and the many horrid thinb 
that he did, which the Soldiers, efpecially 
very well knew, they were not able longer 
to endureTuch a Nufance upon the Throne 
and fo they refolved to rid themlelves of 
him. 

r A Libel Therb was a Libel once made upon hi* 

upon him. t0 this purpofe. I dreatyt I faw a Tmb 
of the Ndme of Antoninus, who bath a $U V( 
to hit Fatheri his Mother, fucb a Whore, jin, 
bath had a Hundred , and ask'd a tiu^ui 
wore. From fucb a Put her) fucb a Moth , 
let him be a. Pius or, a Marcus, he cannot It 
a Verus Antoninus ; ftllpding to the Enipe ; . 
ror of the Name of Verus , but intending to 
to fay,., that he canntef .be a true, but only a 
vifiortary, and a mftard Antoninus. When 
Mdcrinits was told thl^, jhe anfwer^d it in 
fome Ianibi<is x which tjiey. fay were very well 
done; but we have thejrti;not, becaufe they 
periled with him >n the Fray that he was 
kill d in, vyhen all that lie had" was plunder¬ 
ed by the" jjdldiers. .... 

’ The inanrier of his Peath was fuch as we 
KaVe .r'eprefented it before (already ;, that is, 
his Army. revolting, and carrying all their 
Inclinations upon Antoninus Heliogabalus, he 
fled,':M.‘^s afterwards taken and,kill’d in 
a Village "of Bithynia; fils Attendants all 
yieldipgwjOr .otherwise cut in pieces or difper- 
fed ‘in flight., This piatle B'okogabalus famous, 
beckiife ‘fl^‘‘appeared to hive revenged the 
Death of nis Father. So he fucceeded to 
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the Empire, and as he certainly dilgraced it 
afterwards with Vices of Luxury, Impurity, 
Riot, Pride, and Cruelty, and as he lived an 
unhappy Life, fo ho met with the like tragical 
Death 

This is what I have difcov<pr’d concerning 
M«crinus,out of a great many Hiftorians 
that mention him. 1 humbly prefent it to 
your Majefty, O Diiclejian ; being allured, 
that your Majefty takes a plea fore’in view¬ 
ing the Accounts of the Emperors of the an- 
tient Times. 
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Antoninus diadumenus. 
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JULIUS CAPITOLINUS, 


A Nteninus Diadumenus being but a Youth 
when the Army createa him Empe¬ 
ror, together with his Father, 'after 
the Death of Antoninut Caracallus \ 
his Life affords us little that is remarkable, more 
than the Account of his reception of the Name 
of Antoninus , and the ftupendious Omens that 
appeared to fore-tell his Reign, and alfo that 
it was to continue but a fhort time* For as 
to the firft, as foon as it was known amongft 

the 
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the Legions, that the fatal Stroke was giren to 
Antoninus Caracallus , that which was a matter 
if great trouble to them all, to obferve, was, 
that they had not another Antoninus to fuc- 
ceed him,.as if they thought that the very 
Roman Empire was certainly to perifh with 
that Name. Macrinus hearing this, and fear¬ 
ing, by reafbn that there were feveral Rela-* 
tions of Antoninus Pius that were Captains in 
the Army, left the Army might caft their In¬ 
clinations upon fbme one or other of thofe, 
for the Empire; he immediately put himfelr 
at the Head of them, with this Harangue,. 

You fee here , my Fellow Soldiers , my felf, and my He is de- 
Sm Diadumenus. I am well advanced in years , dared an 
kt my Son by the mercy of the Gods , you will Antoninut 
kve long to be your Emperor. I undtrftand that 
litre is remaining amongft you , a great Affettion 
(or the Name of Antoninus. Wherefore [me 
for mj own part , according to the Condition of 
Imam Frailty , I have not much time left me 
to live , I name this young Son , an Antoninus, 
with your Confents , and wijh you long to enjoy 
iim. , 

They cried, The Gods fave the Emperor Ma¬ 
crinus. The Gods fave Antoninus Diadumenus. 

We all beg, that Antoninus Caracallus may be 
made a God. Then moft Excellent and mojl Power¬ 
ful Jupiter, preferve the Lives of Macrinus and 
Antoninus. Thou knoweft, O Jupiter, Macri¬ 
nus is invincible. Thou knoweft, O Jupiter, Ma¬ 
crinus is inconquerable. Having an Antoninus, 

JW have all things. The Gods , have given us 

an 
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an Autoninus. Antoninus and his Father m, 
rit the Empire* 

Macrinus replied, My Fellow Soldiers, y, 
give you a. Bounty of three pieces of Gold, u 
each of you, upon the occafion of our .Accejfm n 
the Empire ; and for the Name of Antoninus 
five pieces of Gold more, befides your ordinary fq 
which (hall be doubled to you. The Gods gnat 
that this may be done often ; for as much asvt 
now give you this day, we will repeat it to yu, 
every Fifth year of our Reigns. 
j }(o After this, Antoninus Diadumenus the young 
the*Amy. Emperor fpoke to them in thefe words. 1 
‘ thank you, my Fellow Soldiers, for the Honour if 
the Empire, and of the name which you hm 
given me, for.it is you that have thought my Ft- 
t her and me, worthy to be the Emperors of Rome, 
and to command the State: to the Government 
whereof My Father will take the Care not to k 
wanting , and it [had be my befi endeavours not to 
be wanting to the Glory of the name of Antoninus 
I am fcnfible , it is a name in which the Emperors 
Pius, Marcus, and Veras, have gone before met 
who were Perfons, to whom it is a difficult thing 
to anfwer worthily. I can only fay , I will do d 
that is in my power : and in the mean time, upon 
the joynt occafion of my Reign and my Name, J 
promife you the fame,'as my mofi honoured fa¬ 
ther hath done ; who hath but confidered you at 
you deferve. 

The Greek Hiftorian Herodian, hath omit¬ 
ted thefe paflages, and (peaks Diadumenus un¬ 
der no higher a quality than a Cafar. How-, 
ever after this Harangue , a , Coin was 

Ramped 
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Ramped at Antioch ; in the name of Anto¬ 
ninus Diadumenus i the. other, which was to 
be in the name of Macrinus was deferred, 
till they had the exprels Orders of the Se¬ 
nate; to whom Letters were lent to ac» 
quaint them, with what was part, and withthe 
New Antoninus, who defired their approbation. 
And whether it was as fome fay, becaufe their 
hatred to Antoninus Caracallus made them wil¬ 
ling to have any other Emperor, rather than 
him, they accepted of this Change freely. 
Had Macrinus lived, he intended to have given 
to the People of Rome a Prefent of fome Vefi- 
mtnts, after the example of the Donation of 
Catacallusi and alfo to eftablifh a Charity, for 
themaintenace of the Children of fome Poor 
Families ; whom he intended to call by the 
name of his Son; to the end, as his own 
Words in the Edift are, to render fo much the 
more agreeable and more reeommendable the 
glory of the name of Antoninus. At the fame 
time, he fays^ that He willies that he was pre¬ 
fent with the People of Rome ; tl^at his Son, 
their new Antoninus, might with his own 
hand diftribute a Laigefs of Corn amongft 
them. In the next place he ordered the' 
Colours, and the Standards of the Antoninufies 
to be put up in the Camp. He ered^d the 
Statues of Antoninus Baffianus Caracallfssf in 
Gold and Silver; and Celebrated # Feftival of’ 
feven days, for the Honour of the name of 
Antoninus , 




AntonR 
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His Per• Antoninus Diadumenus was certainly one of 

fonagt* the beautifulleft Youths in the World* 

was pretty tall, with bright yellow Hair, bjaclj 
Eyes, and a pretty long Nole; bis Chin perfeft. 
ly handlome, and a grace to his whole Face) 
a full killing Lip, and then he was natural. 
* ly Stout, and proper in his Exerciles. Wliti) 
nrft he was di els’d in the Imperial Rob?$ of 
Scarlet and Purple, and the other Military Bib 
figns of the Empire ; he Ihined like a Star, ora) 
one newly dropt from Heaven, and every 
body loved him, for the Charms of his Be* 
tv* 

Omens of In the next place, as to the Omens which pro 
bn ReiL gnofticated his Reign, they are indeed ftupp 
dous. The day that he was born, his Father 
over-leeing and examining the Purple Kobei 
of the Emperor in his Office, had ordered 
fome of them to be brought where his &M 
Diadumenui was born in two Hours after. And 
as fome Children that are born, have a SKW 
upon their Heads in the nature of a Gw, 
being a natural fort of a Cover upon the Head, 
which is afterwards taken away by the Mid 1 
wives; Diadumenui , inllead of this had a pet* 
fe& Diadem in the place of it, which was* 
thin, but ffrong Flelh, made of a great many 
Veinseind Fibres, like the firings of a Bow, 
frorft whence he was called at firtt Diadematm\ 
but as he grew up, he was called by theNantf 
of DtadumemS) from his Grandfather by the 
fide of his Mother; and there is not much 
difference betwixt the one Name and the o 
ther. At a Houle of his Father's in the Couiv 

• mh 
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try, twelve Lambs were kidded^ all of a Wool 
of the coloiir of Purple, except one, which 
was of divers Colours.' The fame day that 
be was born, an Eagle came and dropt a Ring- 
Dove into his Cradle as he flept, and retired 
Without doing him any hurt. Other Doves 
from vvhence the Soorhfayers prognofticated 
&, r0 . at J? *« . and Honour, came and made 

their Nells m his Father’s .Houfe. As he 
was one day walking in the Fields, an Eagle 
wme and took from off his Head his Cap, 
and afterwards dropt it upon the Head of a 
otatue of an Emperor. He was born, not 
only upon the fame day of the Month, but in 
the lame hour, and almbll under the fame 
LonlteHations, as was the Emperor Antoninus 
tm Therefore the Aftrologers laid. That be 
Vould be both the Son of an Emperor, and an 
Emperor bim/ejf. . A Woman, who was of his 

a .* tbac he was born upon 

the Birth-day of that Piince, cried, Let him be 
telltd an Afltoninus. But Macrinus was a- 
traid to do that, bfecapfe it was an Imperial 
Name, which none of his Family had ever 
nadi and he thought it was Infer to Jet it a- 
tone, elpeeially, the Report being already put 
about of the greatnefs of his Birth. Another 
Omen that Rill more particularly ffefervesouc 
ooieryation, is this; as Diadumenui was in Jiis 
Cradle in a Garden, a Lyon that had broken 
!. > a ^d was very fierce, came and lick’d 
flUTi, and left him without offering him the 
lealt violence; but yet meeting his Nurle, he 
J«ll upon hbr, and bit her lo cruelly, that fhd 

Zi , This 
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This is what hath teemed to me to be wor¬ 
thy of memory concerning Antoninsts Diadtt- 
menm, whofe Life I had even intermixt with 
the Aft ions of his Father, but that my Honotw 
for the Princes of his Name, obliged me to 
Honours a P art i cu lar Account of him. And cer- 

faid to tainly, it was a Name lo amiable to thefe timet, 
the Name that it feoms, as if he who was not call’d an 
Antoni- .Antoninus, was not fit to be Emperor. There 
nu,< is a Letter of O'pdtus Macrinus , in which he 
declares, that he glories not fo much of hit 
elevation to the Empire, whereof he was 
the lecond Perfon in rank before, as Cap¬ 
tain of the Guards, as of being the PatHft 
of a Son, of the Name of Antoninus , which 
at that time was fo Famous, that not any 
Name of the Gods themfelves was more. 
Therefore, (aid one. It is a thing void of dl 
Reafon, and unftit able to the Dignity of CommO* 
dus, to covet , as be did t the Name of Hercules, 
as if that of Antoninus was not Honour enough, 
For would he be a God, be could never mote 
eminently be fo, than at he was an Emperor cf 
fo excellent a Name ? I mention this, in this 
place, only to (hew, how highly the Antotii- 
nuffes were valued, to have their Names feta- 
bove the very Gods. And yet all this was 
wrought by only the Charms’of three Princes 
of that Name, whole Wifdom, whofe Good- 
nefs, and whole Piety confecrated them for 
ever to Pofterity; that is, Wifddm in the Per- 
fon of Marcus Antoninus , Goodnefs in his Bro¬ 
ther Verus, and Piety in the firft of the three, 
•_ Antoninus Fins. I come now to the Letter which 
I mention’d, of Opilivs Macrinus. Opilin 
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Of ilius Macrinus , to Noma Cel/a 
his Wife. 

T HE Blejfmg we have received, my dear 
Wife, is above all Efiimation; but perhaps 
you may tbinp now , that I [peak of the Empire t 
yvbtcb is no fuch great matter ; Fortune bejtows 
that upon unworthy Per fans often. I am made 
the Father of an Antoninus. Thpu art become 
the Mother of an Antoninus. .0 happy we / 
And Fortunate our Houfe! Now ts our Reign 
happy , and .to .be highly 9 Renowned. 7 he Gods , 
and particularly the good Goddefs' Juno, whom 
you Worfhip, grant , that he may fuflatn worthi¬ 
ly the mertt of his Name ; and that I, who am 
the‘Father of an Antoninus, map alfo appear 
worthy of that Honour to all the World. 

By this Letter we fee, how great an Ho¬ 
nour he looked upon it to be, that his Son 
was received by the Name of an Antoninus. 
However, this fine Son was killed, together 
with his Father, in the Fourteenth Month of 
their Reigns. And it is’ to be oblcrved, that 
as young and as amiable as he was, he was 
yet one that was very levere upon many Per¬ 
sons beyond bis Age; witnefs thele two Let¬ 
ters following, written to his Father and Mo¬ 
ther j which as they are Pieces contributing to 
this Hiftory, fo 1 have thought fit to infert them 
hfre. 
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The Emperor, the Soft, to th6 Em¬ 
peror his Father. 

I Am apt to think, Sir, in conference of mj 
Lave and Duty to you, that you ,have not hit 
fufficiently careful of yourfelf, in ffaring the At, 
'complices of the intended Revolt ; whether it it 
becaufe you hope that your Mercy will make thin 
more your Friends for the future, or becaufe the) 
are your old Acquaintants, and that tberefct j 
you (pare them. For ft ft of all, as they are P<m ' 
Jons that have b&n once exulcetated in thtfr 
minds agaivfi you , they can never love you *• 
gain ; and then when old Friends forget tbtrn- 
(elves, fo as to turn Enemies, they make the Ihtf 
cruel Enemies of all Men. To which add, mbit 
the Army cries, 

Virg. /£n. Si,te nulla movet tantamm gloria rerum, 

4. »74- Afcanium furgentem, & fpes hxredis Iuli 

Refpice; cui regtium Italia?, Romanaq; tellus 
Debetur*- h— >• 

If Thirfi of Glory cannot pu(h you on, 

Yet pray regard the Fortune of your Son, 

To whom Rome 1 / Empire has teen defin'd lovg> 

•V k \* 

You mufl put them to death, if you would expett 
to live in Safety. For if thofe be [pared, others 
will not fail to trouble you as much, according to 
the natural vicioujnefs of Mankind. 

Now 
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Now whether himfelf, or Calianus his Ma¬ 
iler In Rbetorick formed this Letter, it IheWs 
what a fevere young Man he would have been 
if he had lived. 


The other LETTER to his 
Mother, was this. 

\ 

fSErtainly, my Father, the Emperor , neither 
L loves you nor himfelf, to fpare, as he does, 

1 bis Enemies. Therefore, pray endeavour, that 
Arabianus, Thufcus, and Gellius be difpatcbed, 
for fear, left, if occajion ferve them, they do not 
ftiffer us to efcape them fo eaftly, 

Thefe Letters, fays Lottius Urbicus, in the 
Hiftory that he hath made of his time, being 
betrayed to the Soldiers by his Secretary, did 
Diadumenus. the greateft prejudice, ana coll 
him his Life; For fome of them confidering 
that he was but a Youth, had been at firft for 
laving him, after they had killed his Father. 

But when thefe Letters were produced and He is (lain 
read, then they killed him alfb; and both their b tbesol- 
Heads were carried about upon the top of a 
javelin. Then all the Army agreed to fet 
up Variut Antoninus Heliogabalus , being the re¬ 
puted Son of Bafftanus Antoninus Caracallus. 

They fay, he was a Prieft of the God Helto- 
tmlur, that is, in the Phoenician Language, 

Z 4 the 
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the Sun: but certainly the moft impure, and 
the moft diflblute Man upon Earth, and by 
fome Fate, fent entirely to dilhonour the 
Roman Empire. _ As there are a great many 
things to be (aid of him, I lhall referve my 
(elf to fpeak of him in his place. 
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ALIUS LAMPRIDIUS. 


V Arias Antoninus Heliogabalas , palled his 
Life in a manner, which was fo very 
impure, that I Ihould eternally excufe 
• my felf from committing it to Writ¬ 
ing ; nor (hould it be knoyirn by my hand, 
that ever (uch a Perlbn was the Emperor of 

Romc i 
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Rome, if we had not had & Caligula, a Ntrt, 
and a Vitellius upon the fameThrone before him, 
But as we fee the fame Earth produces as wel 
Poyfons as good Grain; and is diverfified with 
things which are forne wholfome, and fome 
hurtful: here Vipers, and there other Crea¬ 
tures, that are taffle, a nd good for the Life of 
Man: the prudent Reader will eafjly male 
himfelf an amends for fuch prodigious Ty¬ 
rants, if he pleafes but to read the Reigns of 
AuguftuS, Vefpafi$n t Titus , Trajan, Hadrian, A 
toninus Pius, and Marcus Antoninus, in oppoli- 
tion to them. For by the comparison, he Will 
perceive the Judgments of the Romans upon 
the one and the other; how that thefe latter 
reigned long, and ended their days at laft with 
natural Deaths. But the others were murder¬ 
ed, fhatnefully dragged, branded as Tyrants, 
their Names thought unworthy fo much as to 
be mentioned; or not to be mentioned without 
horror. After the Death of Mdtrinus and his 
Son, the Empire was conferred upon Var'm 
Antoninus Heliogabalus , for this reaibn efpeci' 
ally, bccaufed he was the reputed Son of 
Bajfsanus Antoninus Coracallut. He had been 
before a Prieft, either of Jupiter, or the Sun, 
and had taken to himfelf the Name of Anti- 
nidus, not only for an Argument of his Birth, 
but becaufe he knew that that Name WasJ) 
very dear to the World, that even the P# 
cide his Father was loved for its fake. His 
other Name from his Grandfather Varia, was 
Variut. Then hd called himfelf Htliogaoam, 
from the Name of the God in the Pbtxniciiit 
• Language, 
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Language, whofe Prieft he was; and when 
he came to the Empire, he was declared an 
Antoninus, and he was the laft of the Roman 
Emperors of that Name. 

His Mother was Semiamira, to whom he was 
fo devoted, that he did nothing in the Govern¬ 
ment without her. She in the mean time lived 
111 the manner of an impudent Courtezan, and 
piirfued .her lewdnefles of all forts in the very 
Palace. For as it was under that Character, 
that formerly Antoninus Caracallus had had 
commerce with her, fb the promifcuous Iflue, 
her Son, might very well alfo be called Variut, 
if it had been only from thence, who after his 
Father was killed, fled, it is faid, for fear of 
Macrinus into the Temple of the God Htlio - 
tbalus, as into an Afyltim, and made his Priefl¬ 
ood there his Prote&ion. But thus much as to 
hisName: that holy Name of Antoninus , lb pol¬ 
ked by this Man, but which is, however, io 
vpnerated'by you, Moft Sacred Conftantine , that 
Your Majefty hath the greateft Honour in the 
World for the Emperors Antoninus Pius, and 
Marcus Antoninus', fetting them before you, 
no left than you do Conftantius and Claudius, 
for your Royal Imitation ; whereby you in¬ 
deed adopt the Virtues of the Antients to be 
your own, and certainly they very well fuit 
with the happy Inclinations of your Majefty. 

After then, Varius Antoninus Heliogabalus was 
in the pofleflSon of the Empire, he lent his Ac¬ 
counts of it to Rome , where all the Orders of 
tne Nobility, Gentry and People being eleva¬ 
ted at the Name of an Antoninus, which fee ru¬ 
ed 
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ed in him to be reftored, not as it was fo 
Antoninus Diadutnenus in Title only, but alfo 
in Blood, becaufe he writ himfelf the Son of 
Antoninus Caracallus : There was great Jot 
* made for him ; agd this was yet further in* 
creafed by thofe good Apprehenfions, which 
Men generally have of a New Prince, who 
fucceeds after a Tyrant: and by that greatAf. 
fedlion, that they are then prone to exprefi, 
but which yet is not lafting, unlefs Where i 
meets with an extraordinary deal of Virtue 
for its fupport, becaufe many indifferent Prfo- 
ces have loon loft it again. So when the Let¬ 
ter of Heliogabalus was read in the Senate 
they received it with as many Acclamation) 
of Joy and Kindnefs to him, as on the other 
hand they inveighed againft Macrinus and hij 
Son; All were willing to declare him Em¬ 
peror, and induftrious to believe him a wor¬ 
thy Antoninus ; as the, wifhes of Men are apt 
to impofe upon their Credulity, and what 
they defire that it fhould be true, they love to 
make chemfelves believe that it is fo. But he 
Comes to was no fooner come to Rome, to omit the 
Rome, things which he did in the Provinces, but he 
let up the Worfhip of his God Heliogafobi, 
which he had brought with him out of Spit, 
He built upon Mount Palatine , near the Pa¬ 
lace, a Temple to him, into which he wasal- 
together for removing the Image of the great 
Mother of the Gods, Cybele ; the Veftal Fire, 
the Palladium , or Image of Pallas ; the Sacred 
Shield!, and all the Holy Utenfils of the Ro¬ 
mans ; -not being willing that any other God 
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hould be worfhipped at Rome but his own. 
je laid, that he would command the Wor- 
hip of the Jews , the Samaritans , and the Chi¬ 
lians, to be thither alfo transferred j that the 
Myfteries of all Religions fhould be contained 
within the Temple, and applied to the Honour 
of Heliogabalus. 

The nrft day afterwards that the Senate fat, Bis Mr- 
he caufed his Mother to be admitted as a tber . A u 
Member of that Affembly, who was called 
in, and came and took her place by the Seats 6enate ' 
of the Confuls, and was prefent at the paf- 
ling of a Decree of the Senate. Indeed, he is 
the only Perfon of all the Emperors, whofe 
Reign hath given us a Senatrels j a Woman 
to come into the Senate, to aft as a Man. 1 
He alfo created a* little Senate of Women, 
which met on Collis JHuirinalis ; whofe Decrees, 
affembled under the Direction of Semiamira, 
and the Laws that they made concerning the 
Ladies are very diverting. They made Laws, 

What Cloaths every one [hould wtar\ who fhould 
live place to whom ; who falute whom ; who go 
in a Coach ; who ride upon a Horfe ; who upon 
an Aft ; who go in a Litter, drawn by Mules ; 
who to be drawn by Oxen ; who carried in a 
Chair, and whether the Chair [hould be of Lea¬ 
ther, or inlaid with Bone, or Brafs, or Ivory, 
or Damaskt with Silver ; and who [hould wear 
(fold or Jewels at thtir. Shoes. 

Whilft he wintered in the City of Nicomedia 
in Bithynia, which was before his coming to 
Rome, he carried himfelf fo lewdly there, be¬ 
ing carnally enter’d by Men, and grunting at 

the 
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the Work, like a Sow that is brimmed, % 
the Soldiers (oon repented themlelves of 
ving confpired againft Qpilius Matrinm t? 
make this Perfon a Prince; and then turned 
their Thoughts upon Alexander a Coi 4 
German of Heltogabalus■, whom the Senjo 
had created Cafar upon the Death ot Mm i, 
ftfts. For who indeed could endure to foi 
Prince more than beftial, leaving no conifr 
vityof his Body unpolluted by thofehel<w| 
And coming afterwards to Romoi he tjudj 
it his great Bufinefs to be furnijhed with M« 
out of all Parts that were the beft provided (ot 
his purpofe. He had the Comedy of 
formed in his Apartments* in which birofi# 
a&ed the part of the Venus, and fnddenly 
his Cloaths falling down, to his Heel?, tpd 
leaving his Body all. naked, he put himWf 
into a Pofture fit for his Afiociates to mate 
their lewd Approaches. He made himfelf W 
be drawn in the figure of a Venus, with a 
delicate Face, and all his Body (mooch, and 
thought it the greateft Happinefs of his lift 
to be tempting and agreeable to the Lufts of 
more and more Men. 

Himfelf, his Servants, and his Pimps, one 
with another, made a common Sale of the 
Degree and Places of Honour, and the Places 
of Power and Command. He created any 
one indifferently a Senator for Money, withwt 
regard to Age, Eft ate, or Birth. The Milt* 
tary Offices of Captains, Tribunes and Gent* 
rals, were (old, as alio the Governments oj 
the Provinces, and the Offices Of the Hon' 
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(hold. Two Coach-men, whom he took out 
of the Cirque, that is, Profogenet and Gordm t 
W made the great Companions of his Life, 
end his Pfivadoes to every thing he did. He 
took feveral into the Court out of both the 
Theatre and the Amphitheatre, where they 
M been Players, Charioteers, or Gladiators, 
paly becaufe their Bodies promifed him to the 
Eye, (omethjng filthy that pleafed him. He 
loved a Youth called Hierocles (o, that hen fed 
to fcifs what it is immodeft to name in him, 
and (aid, That it wot to celebrate a Game to 
the Goddeft Flora. He committed Jnceft upon #/> incefi 
t Veftal Nun. He profaned the moft Holy a »dSacri* 
Rites and Myfteries of the Romans, breaking te & e ‘ 
into the Sacrifties of their Temples, and car- 
lying all things away thence into that of his 
qwi God. He would have extinguished the 
Hrpetuaf Veftal Fire. Nor was he only this 
Upon the Religions of the Romans, but all the 
World over, he defired to have no other God 
Worlhipped but Htliogabalus, He broke into 
the San&uary of the Temple of the Goddeft 
polluted as he was,, with all kind of 
Filthineft, and his Company as baa and as vi- • 
pious as he, to take from thence the inviola¬ 
ble Image of Pallas , He thought that he had * 
really carried off the Jar which is confecrated 
to the.Temple, and the Rites of the Goddels 
Cjbtle; but only the fuperior of the Virgin* 
belonging to that Goddefs, had (hewn him a * 
falfe one in the room of the true ; and finding 
nothing in it that was extraordinary, he broke 
it in pieces. So he al(o (sized upon an Image 
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of VdUast, which was adorned with Gold) 
btit Which he likewife miftook for the true 
Palladium, and he placed it in the Temple of 
his own God. He initiated hirrtlelf in' the Rite* 
of the Goddefi Cybtle\ and was Walhediij 
Bull’s Blood; only to get an opportunity fey 
the means to fteal away the Image of that 
Goddefs, and other Sacred Utenfils that are 
kept altogether lockt up. He tolled his Head 
and - his Hair about, as the Fanatick Prieftsof 
that Goddefs do, amongft whom he offr 
ciated : every thing that thofe *Priefb do, fo, 
did he; till at length, he ftole off the Ve* 
nerable Image of the Mother of the Gods, and, 
repofed it in theSacrifty of his own God, He 
Celebrated the Feafts of Adonis, with all the 
Mourning and the Tolling the Body, which 
* is ufed in the worlhip of that God in Spa, 
He imitated Venus, weeping and bewailing his 
loft; which was but a prefage from himfelr of 
his own approaching ruin. All the Gods, he 
laid, were the Servants of his God; to whom 
iome were his Chamberlains, fome his Ufh$r$. 
and others, were deflin’d to ferve him ip all 
• forts of Offices. He endeavoured to poffefj 
himfelf of the Statue of the Goddefs Dim ; 
v being the fame Sacred Statue which Ortfiti 
hkd ifcoln out of her Tclnple in Scythia tan- 
rica , and had afterwards repofed it in another 
, Temple Dedicated to her at the City of bf 
dicta in Afia. The fame Ore (Its built a City 
of his own Name, Orefia , upon the Bank of 
the Hebrus , in the Country of Thrace ; which 
the Emperor Hadrian .ordered to be fe-called 
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anof>le,from hiin(elf, : about the time ehathe City of 
was 1 in his Frenzy, when he commanded fo Adriauo- 
miny Senators to be killed : whoni Antoninus P ,c - 
on trfe contrary faving, and afterwards bring¬ 
ing them into the Senate, when every body 
had thought them dead, he very well deferveq 
to be Entitled, as-he was, the Pious' Antoninus : 

And fome allay it gave to that Frenzy of Ha¬ 
itians, at that time to tell him ; That whil(t his 
Majefty was giving bis Name to a City, it was to 
It feared that fome mad Houfe (hottld take it up. 

Antoninus Heliogabaius offered Sacrificesvto Cruel /- 
his God, of young and pretty Boys, , that were Mats y. 
Gentlemens Sons, whom he Kidnapped for 
the purpofe over all the Country of Italy, and 
whofe Fathers and Mothers were'yet living. 
Thereafon of his choice of fiich, as whofe Fa¬ 
thers and Mothers were yet living, l cannot 
underftand, unleft it was this; to make the 
Trouble of their lofs fo much the more fen- 
(ible as it reached to botli their Parents, and 
that their deaths fhould be accompanied in the 
Ears of his God, with a more general La¬ 
mentation, He had all forts of the Diviners, 
Magicians, and Piicfls of the Eafl with him, 
daily employed in the bloody Works, of his 
Religion ; in which be encouraged them on; 
thanking the Gods, chat he was fo well (ap¬ 
plied with the peculiar Friends, as. he called 
them, and Servants of theirs.* and then he 
pryed himfelf into the Entrails of the murder¬ 
ed Children ; and dilcufled the Vi&ims, ac¬ 
cording to the Rites of the Country, from 
whence this Service came. 

A a The 
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The Largefs with which he Carefled the 
People, when he entred upon his Confiilfhip, 
was not little pieces of Money (of Gold« 
Silver) caft amongft them> nor a Collation of 
Fruits, Wines, and the like;, hut he gave them 
Fat Oxen, Camels, and Afles, to divide * 
morieft them; and Slave? to terve them: 
This, he faid, wa? great, and becoming an 
Emperor, and for the Horiour ot 

hisGod. ’■ , - 

He was Very fevere upon the memory ot 0. 
film Mavrinas i but yet worfe againft his 
Son for affuming the name of Antonmm ht 
called him a Pretended, a Spurious Antmm 
and he could not endure to hear him wd 
fpokehof; nay he obliged fome Perfons, tha 
writ his Life, to Slander him with thingstha 
were lioirid and intolerable. He let up a Pub 
lick Bath in the Gouft, which he expofeHft 
the free ufe of all the World ? the defign where 
of was - only to fee, what Men Were the bet 
Provided for his ufe, arid to take them to him 
{elf: for thofe were the Creatures, irt th 
World, ’ the moft in Vogue with hint, m 
great Care was ufed to find them out, abou 
all the Town, infomuch as out of the wi 


.Water-men. ... 

In the mean time, the Perfons who duo 
vered his Pra&ifes the moft to the World, wei 
luch efpficially, as had born him Company i 
the Exercifes of his Lufts, ana had been we 
ried, with his Men, that were fo Potent, aj 
fo filthily Hung. His death was a thing, J 
gun firft to be thought of amongft thole or 
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own Family. Neither could the Soldiers en¬ 
dure to fee fuch a Peft upon the Throne, and 
therefore they a 41 turned their inclinations up- 
on Alexander, his Coufin German , whom the 
Senate (as it Was laid) had Created Cafar at 
the death of Macrinus, Aurelius Zoticus Ma- Hi* fit- 
(mu was a very great Favourite unto Helioga-'*^ ne f* 
talus. All the Principal Officers of the Court 
refpe&ed him, as if Magnus was the Husband, 8 
and Ueliogabalus the Wife; Magnus the Ma¬ 
iler, and Ueliogabalus the Miftrefs. But the 
Mafter did fo abufe the Tye of the Familia¬ 
rity which he had with this Miftrefs, that he 
made a Pra&ife by it of really cheating, 'out of 
their Money all the World at once. Some he 
threatned ; fome he promifed; took Money 
of all: and coming out from Heliogabalus, 

His way was, Sir, I told the Emperor this of you ; * 

i heard him fay this of you, (to another.) Thu 
will be done about you, (to a third.) Apd yet 
all falfe; as all thefe fort of Men do, who 
when admitted to too great a Familiarity with 
Princes, make no fcruple to Sacrifice the Re- , 
putation of thereto their own advantages: 

Let the Princes themfelvesbe bad or good, it 
is the fame; for fo long as either through their 
Folly, or their Innocence, they do not per¬ 
ceive the Cheat ; it is Meat and Drink, and 
Honour, and Riches to fuch as purfue it. He¬ 
liogabalus perfe&ly Married this Man, and lay 
With him as his Bride; and his word was, V i« 
gornfly, Magirus : not bating him fo much as 
the time that Magnus was fick of a Dofe that 
had been palmed upon him by an angry Ri- 

A a a val. 
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yal. Then he askt the Philofophers, and the 
gravefl; Perlons about him, whether they in 
their Youths had not done the fame thing, 
Which heexprefled in the Iewdeft words, for h« 
never (pared for thofe, and a&ed the Poftures 
upon his Fingers, without any ienfe of Shame, 
to be feen and heard by all the Company. 

He made his inlranchifed Slaves the Prc- 
fidents, Lieutenants, and Proconfuls of the 
Provinces. The Commands in the Army 
and all Places of Honour, he polluted with 
bafeborn and profligate Men. When he kept 
the Feaft of the Vintage, to which he had 
invited feveral of the Nobility and Gentry, 
Hit hr- and the Company being repos’d, began im- 
rid in;- pudently to ask firft the Graved; of them, 
modefty. 0 nc after another, Was be ready for the Exit • 
ctfes of Venus ? They blulhing at the Queftion, 
he cryed; He Blujhes, that's enough, his film 
gives confent ; and then he told them of his 
own Performances, and how he was ready to 
do all things for his part without feeking a Veil 
for his Modefty. The Graver Men blulhing 
ftill, and faying nothing, becaufe either their 
Age or their Honour refuted fiich Stuff, he 
proceeded to apply his Difcourfes to the young 
Fry, to whom he uttered all forts of filthy 
Queftions; who anfwering him again fuch 
tilings, as come from thole of their Years: 
he was mightily diverted, and faid, Thu nowii 
to he free, and thu is the right way of ketfini 
the Feaft of the Vintage. There were thole in 
the Company that were lewd enough, and 
fome too that were old, and in appearance 
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Philofophers, with their Heads in Caps, who 
confeffed that they did indeed love the Female 
Tart, and what Men they had fhat had ferved 
them in the Faculty of Husbands. But I can¬ 
not tell whether they did not diflemble, to in¬ 
gratiate themfelves the more in the favour of 
tiiliogabalus , by the Correfpondence of their 
Vices unto his: 

He preferred one Man to be a Captain of Prefers 
the Guards, who had been a Publick Stage- bafePer- 
Dancer at Rome. He made Gordius, a Coach. ^ om ‘ 
man, Captain of the Lieutenancy of the City: 
he made Claudius , a Barber, the Commiffary 
of the Stores, and to other Places he pro¬ 
moted Men as they recommended themfelves 
to him by the large fize of their Secrets. He 
made a Mule-driver a Commiflioner of the 
Tax, called Vicefma , together with a Poft. 
rtan, a Cbok, and a Loclffmith. When he 
tame either to the Camp or the Senate, it was 
in the Company of his Mother, whofe Au¬ 
thority kept him a little in Countenance, and 
who was the firft Woman, as we have faid, that 
«ver had that accefs to the Senate, to give her 
Vote there. At his Banquets he particularly 
loved to place by hiinfelf, and to Favour, the 
Bardalhes j and took a great delight to Handle 
them, and to Provoke their Lufts, though it 
was before all the Company. 

Whilft thefe things palled, he conceived a 
great difpleafure againft Alexander his Coufin 
German, whom before he had Adopted i and yet 
it was only, becaufe he would not be as lewd 
is he. He ordered him to be removed from 
A a 3 himj 
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him ; and repented that he had adopted 
him, and ordered the Seriate to Depofe him 
from the Dignity and Title of Cafar. But as 
,Alexander was a very excellent Youth, and ac¬ 
ceptable to both the Senate and all the Gen* 
try, and beloved by the Soldiers, as he ap- 
proved himfelf worthy thereof afterwards in 
his Reign, the Senate when this motion was 
made to them, was very filent upon it. Then 
Htt Hate Heltogabalus's Fury carried him upon the wojft 
to Alex- 0 f Wilhes. He let Men exprefly to Murder 
anderSe* h, m i n oider to which,he retired himfelffrom 
mu * the Palace, to the Gardens by the old Temple 
of floppy as if he had defigned that Place, in 
the way of an Omen , that he might fucceed in 
his Hopes againft this fo promifing, and fone* 
ceflary a Youth; whom he left behind him, 
in the Palace, in Company with his Mother 
and his Grandmother t ana had commanded 
that he fhould be killed there. At the fame 
time he lent Orders to the Camp to abrogate, 
amongft them, his Title and Honour of C,a- 
far. He lent Perfons to befmear with Dirt his 
Statues, which were in the Camp; and to de¬ 
face the Infcriptions upon them, as it is done 
ufually to. the Statues ot Traitors. He lent to 
others,that were his Attendants, to engage them 
by promifes of Rewards and Honour, to kill 
him by what way foever they pleafed ,* either 
in the Bath, or by Poifbn, or the Sword. 

’ But the Counfelt of the Wicked are of no ef¬ 
fect againft the Innocent. No Body by any en¬ 
deavours, could be prevailed with, to the per¬ 
petration of a Fad fb Villainous. On the 
contrary, all his Weapons recoiled again| 

himfelf; 
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himfelf; and thofe Perfons, by whom he 
aimed to take away Alexander's Life, became 
the Matters of his own. All the Soldiers were 
in a Flame to fefc the Statues and the Titles 
of Alexander befmeared with Dirt. Some 
made towards the Palace, fbme towards the 
Gardens in which Heliogabalus was; diredly 
toalfert the Caufe of Alexander , ana to drive 
away this Impure Man, and in his Heart 
a Murderer, by violence from the Throne, 
Coming to the Palace, they firft took a care 
of theprefervationof thePerfonof Alexander, 
andRis Mother, and Grandmother; and lent 
them to the Camp; whither Semiamira the 
Mother of Heliogabalus, followed them on 
Foot, in a great difquiet for her Son, and to 
fee what fhe was able to effed in his Favour, 
From the Palace, they went to the Houfo 
where Heliogabalus was. ' They found him 
employed about, a Match for a Chariot-Race; 
but withal full of expedatiqn of the News, 
when it fhould come, that his Coufin-Germari 
was killed. The fudden Noife of the Soldier? 
frightned him. He threw himfelf into a Cor¬ 
ner, and ijy the help of a Curtain hanging over 
a Chamber-door, efcaped out of their fight. 
So he dilpatched one of the Captains of the 
Guards immediately to the Camp to appeafe 
(lie Soldiers there; and another to fweetetj 
thofe, that were come into the Houfe. An- 
i ittbianus was he who was employed to the 
latter: wh<^ fpoke to them, and upon their 
Oaths Conjured them to be fatisffed, and in- 
treated them fb kindly, that in fine he pre¬ 
vailed with them (they not being very many in 
A a 4 num- 
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number) to abandon their Enterprife for that 
time. As to the pther Officer, who was fent 
to appeate the Camp, the Soldiers there re- 
plyed to him ; that they were, willing to f or . 
give Heliogabalus ; provided that he would re¬ 
move the Impure Men, and the Charioteen, 
and Stage-Players from his Per Ion,, and would 
betake himfelf to Reafon: particularly they 
defired the removal of fiich as had made ule 
of their Miniftry for a Cloak to Cheat all 
the World out. of their Money. So Hitntk, 
A Mutiny Gordius , Muttjfmm, and two more of his Lewd 
cf the Favourites ; who as ill as.he was, made him 

Itpfd muc ^ wor *® J at> fc ,ute power which 

rpeajea. t | ie y had over him, were removed. The Sol¬ 
diers further defired, that ; the Captains of the 
Guards ffiould take care not to .buffer him to 
lead fo ill a life again;, and: that Altmltr 
ffiould be preferved in fafety from him, and 
not be vifited by any neither of his Company; 
becaule no Taint of their filthinefs or example 
ffiould reacli his;imitation. But yet Heltogak- 
lus, not only inftantly redemanded Hieroclei, 
who .was one.thajt was molt extremely Lewd; 
but he daily carried on dcligns. againft die life 
of the young Prince. Upon the Calends of 
January) when they both were appointed Con- 
fuls together, he refilled to appear .with him in 
the Proceffion, according to Cuitom, to the 
Senate, and the Capitol: .till at lalt his Grand- 
mother, and hjs Mother told him, that the 
Soldiers were ready tp Murder him, unlels he 
agreed better with his Coufin,German; and 
then, though it was twelve a'Clod, full he 
/ • . ■' put 
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put on his Robes, and marched to the Senate; 
whither his Mother repaired in a Chair at the 
lame time: but he would by no means beper- 
fuaded to go from thence to the Capitol to fi. 
nilh the Ceremony, and to perform the ac- 
cuftomed Vows and Rites there. For all things 
were done there by the Governour of the Ci¬ 
ty, as in the cafe of the ablence of both the 
C'onfuls. 

Nor did he ftill forbear to profecute his de- 
»gn againft the life of Alexander. But in the 
mean time fearing, that after he had killed 
him, the Senate would 111 return caft their 
thoughts upon another Emperor, he relolved 
to be before hand with them, and on a hid¬ 
den he baniffied the Senate out of the City. All The S e - 
of them though their Chariots or Servants were mte 
wanting, and their Equipages not in a rcadi- w ^ v - 
nefs, were commanded neverthelels immedi¬ 
ately to be gone. So they went > dome of thetn 
upon Carts, and others by any manner of Con¬ 
veniences, that Chance offered to them. Sa - 
hmus, who had been a Conlul, and one to 
whom Ulptan the Lawyer Dedicates his Books, 
tarrying a little behind the reft, he lent for a 
Centurion, and commanded him to kill him. 

But Ipeaking it fomething low, and the Cen¬ 
turion being a little deaf, the Centurion thought 
that his command had been to drive him out 
of the Town by force: which'he did, and the 
miltake laved Sabinus his life. At the fame 
time he Baniffied Ulpian , for no other reafon, 
but be<;aufe he was an Honeft Man, and like- 
wile the Rhetorician Sifaitm, who had been 

Alexander’s 
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Alexander's Maftefi and the latter he after, 
wards put to death: but Ulpian was Ppared. 

But the Soldiers, and efpecially thofe of the 
Guards, knowing what Rods Heliogabalusv# 
making for their Backs , and oblerving the 
grudge that he bore them, for their Ja'ft at¬ 
tempt, in which they had rcfcued Alexandtr 
out of his Hands, refolved upon a Confpiracy 
with one another, for the deliverance of the 
State. Accordingly they fell firft upon hit 
Lewd Aflociates; whom they put to death in 
feveral ways; fbme by ripping them up, and 
taking out their Entrails; lome by boring them 
His Afo‘ through the Fundament; that their deaths and 
C l* te fie^ their lifes fhould be alike* Next they broke 
/lain by violence jn upon himfelf; who fled for 
fhelter into a Houle of Office. They killed 
hin) there; then they dragged him through the 
Streets. They added this Defpite to his Body 
that they threw it into the Kennel; and the 
Kennel not being big enough for it, they 
faftned a weight to it, that it fhould not 
float and be* afterwards found, and buryed, 
and fo call; it from the tAlmilian Bridge into 
the River of Tyber. But before they threw him 
into the Tyber , they had dragged him up and 
down the Cirque. His Name, that is, that of 
Antoninus was erafed, and nothing but that of 
Vanns Heliogabahu was left to ftand up6n' the 
Records, becaufehe had fomuch affe&ed, to 
retain nothing but the Name, to fhew him- 
felf to be the Son of an Antoninus. They 
called him after his death, the Tyberine, Drag¬ 
ged, Impure Heliogahlus , and by many other 

(uch 

/ i 
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fiich Names, upon any oocafion of remark¬ 
ing the Paflages of his Reign. Of all the 
Princes, he was the only one that was both 
dragged and thrown into the Kennel, and 
thrown into the Tyber too. It was what bcfel 
him from the general hatred in which he died, 
and which Princes by his Example ought to 
take great heed how they incur; becaufe, If 
fo be chat they live fo, as not to merit the Love 
of either the Senate, People, or Soldiers; nei¬ 
ther will they be thought to delerve the Ho¬ 
nour to be buried. His publick Works were, Hsi pub - 
he built , a Temple to his God Heliogabalus, HcWork?. 
whom fome interpret the Sun, fome Jupiter.- 
He repaired the Amphitheatre after a fire. 

He carried on the Work of the Baths, that had 
been begun by his Father, but which had been 
left imperfect for want of fome Galleries to 
them, which therefore this Prince enterpri* 
led; but neither were thofe brought unto their 
laft perfection till the Reign of Alexander 
Stvtrus. 

He was the laft of the Princes of the Name 
of Antoninus. And certainly the Life, the Man¬ 
ners; and the Lewdnefs of him are fo odious, 
that as the Senate eraled out of the publick Re¬ 
cords his Name of Antoninus , my felf fhould 
not give it him, but for the lake of diftinCtion, 
and the Laws of Hiftory, which oblige me. 

His Mother Semiamira was killed with him; a 
Woman without Honour, and worthy of fiich 
a Son» upon whole account, it was before all 
things ordained by the Senate, after his Death; 
that no Woman lor the future fhould ever be 

N received 
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received a Member there again, and the Head 
of him by whom this had been done, contrary 
to the Sentiments of all the World, they de¬ 
voted to Hell for it. Many were the obfceni. 
ties of his Life, which l think not fit to men¬ 
tion. His Riot in lome things, when a private 
Man, and in others when Emperor, and what 
concerns his Luxury in that kind, I may the 
' better defcribe. For even in his private Life, 
he profefled to imitate the Luxury of Apiciur, 
and when Emperor, his Examples were Nm, 
Otho , and Vitelline. 

Hit Lu- He was the firft of all private Men, whoco- 

* U V m .vered his Bed with furniture of Cloth of Gold, 

bn Htuje. w hich he did in virtue of an A<ft, that had 
admitted it of Marcus Antoninus , when that Em¬ 
peror made an Au&ion of all the unneceflary 
moveables of his Houfhold to rails Money for 
t he Marcomannick War. He garnifhed his En¬ 
tertainments throughout the Summer, with 
Glafles and things, all of the fame colour, and 
the colour every day various. He was the firft 
that furnifhed his Kitchin with Pots and Pans 
of Silver, whereof fome were of a hundred 
pound weight, and ingraved with venereal Fi¬ 
gures. He firft brought up the Wines of the 
infufion of Maffick, Rofes, and other things, 
which the Luxurious have at this day. For 
though the Wine of the infufion of Rofes had 
been invented before, yet he rendred that (till 
more fragrant by a mixture in it of the Pine. 
Neither do we read of fo many feveral mix¬ 
ture of Wines before the time of Heliogabalut , 
every moment of whole Life was [pent in 
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queft of new Pleafures. He is the firft that 
made a fort of Saulages of Fifh, fuch as Oy- 
fters, Mufcles, Lobfters, Crabs, Shrimps. His 
Dining Rooms, Tables, Couches, and Galle¬ 
ries where he eat or walked, were ftrewed 
with Rofes, Lilies, Violets, Hyacinths, Daffa- 
dils, and all forts of Flowers. He went not 
into the Baths, but they were firft perfumed with 
noble Oyntmenrs, or Saffron.. The Pallets, 
upon which he repofed himfelf at Table, were 
oF the Skins of Hares, or the Feathers of Par¬ 
tridges, and; he often changed his leaning Pil¬ 
lows for fofcnefs. Sometimes he vilified the 
Senate fo, that he called them Slaves of the 
lm£ Robe j and the People of Rome , the poor 
Labourers of one Field ; and flighted the Eaue- 
frian Order, as worth nothing. He often 
took the Governor of the City> and the Cap¬ 
tains of the Guards, to drink with him after 
Supper, and (pared them not their meafiire. 
He had defigned, if he had Jived, to appoint 
a diftinft Governour to every Region of the 
City, in all fourteen, which was to be a pre- 
ferment 1 for fo many of his Pimps, the filthieft 
of Men, and of the bafeft profeffion of Life. 
He had Couches of Maffy Silver, both for his 
Dining Rooms and his Chambers. He was 
lerved with Dilhes frequently in imitation of 
the Luxury of Apicius, of the Hoofs of Camels, 
the Combs of Cocks cut offfrom them alive, and 
the Tongues of Peacocks and Nightingals ; becaufe 
ne laid, Tbefe are good things againjl an Epb 
h/ie. He taught the Court the Dainties of 
the Intrails of Barbels , the Brains of Red Tatis, 

the 
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the Eggs of Partridges , the Brains of Thr^ Gallies in the Amphitheatre, upon a Sea all of, 
and the Heads.ofPartets,PbeaJants, and Peacock, Wine, which was let in bythe Pipes. "At the 

It is to be admired, how he gathered togethec fame time he perfumed the Seats for the People 

(uch a quantity of the Fins ot Barbels, that Ik with fweet Oyntments. He ran a Race of four 

had great Difees and large Plates lerved i Chariots drawn by four Elephants a piece, upon 

them* being things as rare as they are ulelefs, the Vatican, being himlelf the Driver, and le- 

And which is altogether altonilhing, he fed veiling the ground for thepurpofe: and another 

his Dogs with the Livers of Geele. within the Circuit of his Palace, ofagmanvCa- 

Other of . Lions and Leopards, being hot unarmed of mels drawing the Chariots. He once ordered a 
his immo- t heir Claws and Teeth, and taught by Malta great quantity of Serpents,to be gathered toee- 
t0 be tatne » know jheir.Command$,h tner for him; fo when he had them,he let them 
had a> great delight in* And at the tecow ot fly fuddenly amongft the Company that was af- 
third Services, on a fudden, he-called them fembled in the Cirque at a publick Shew, of 
into the Room to him, where the Compani whom many were bitten, and others put to the 
not knowing that they were Unarmed, it wit fcamper to fave themfelves. He had feme Tu- 
a mighty laughing matter to him to lee whit nicks fe thick befet witfoJejHs, that he faid 
a vain Fright it gave them. He lent Railiui jj e waf even loaded mith^firlfeieht of bis finery 
in the Son to be put irito the Mangers to hit He wore at his Shoes, JejVfojfcoF the Cut of the 
Horles. He fed his -Lions and his other herce greateft Artifts, which was but thought ridicu- 
Beafts, with Parrots and Phealants.. For tea l 0US ; as if the finenefs of the Stone, and the 
days together, he had once every day lerved gravery, dignified at the Foot any thing where 
up to him thirty of the Meats that are made d ft could not be diftinguifeed. He drefled his 
the hinder Part of fe many Sows newly far- Head with Jewels, to make him look more 
rowed. His Peafe were garnifhed with Grain) 0 f the Countenance ofa Lady. He made great 
of Gold. His Lentils with precious Stones, Ponds of Sea-water in the inland Parts at a 
which matched them. ^ His Beans with Beads great diftance From the Sea, and filled them 
of Amber, and his Rice with Pearl. Peail with Fife from the Sea. He had Mountains 
was fprinkled amongft his Fife and his Mulh 0 f Snow in Summer preferved for him, which 
rooms, like fe much white Pepper. He lomfr was fetched from all Parts. He never would 
times ftifled feme of his Company at Table, $at Fifh near the Sea: but in places at a very 
with the vaft number of, Violets, and other great diftance from the Sea, he would be at 
Flowers,‘made by a Contrivance to fall upon ways ferved with the Curiofities of the Sea- 
their Heads* , , and treated the very Rufticks there with the 

It is faid, that he reprefented a fort Roes of Lampries and Sturgeons. 

. ’ • His 
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His Fi(h was drefled with an Art, that when 
they' were brought upon the Table, th6y look¬ 
ed as if they were alive, juft taken Out of the 
Water. He bathed and fwam in Ponds of 
Arotfratick Wine, Which- were filled in an in- 
•ftant for him, and fprinkled with the Flowers 
of Rofes;* himfelf and all the People drink, 
ingof the-Wine of the Ponds, and -his Seat lii 
them perfumed with exquifite Nard.” For'his 
Lamps, he hadof the Oyl of Balm; He never 
lay with the fame Woman twice; finlefs it waj 
his Wife. His Houfe 'was a Bawdy-hoofe 
for all his Company, Friends and Servants. 
His Suppers never coft lefs than One hundred 
thoufand Sefterces; and fometimCs'reckoning 
alUthihgs, he Reefed at the rate'oF thrice that 
Exigence. He fervid the fumptuous Su ppers 
both of .ApiciuH rehiHe Emperor Vitellm, His 
FifhingNets were drawn oiit of the Poinds, by 
% Yoke of Oxen. He' tied fome of his poor 
Retainers fometimes to a Wheel which went 
under Water; in which, giving them' a good 
plunge, and then up again, he faid, Tbift 
were his Friends of the Race of Ixion, He 
pav’d the Courts before the Palace, with Ls- 
cedamoman and Porphyry Marble; which was 
alfo yet in being in our memory, and but late¬ 
ly taken up and changed. He had defigned 
to give to the City a large Column, having an 
afoent within it to the top, where he intended 
to place the God Htliogabalus , But though he 
propofed to fetch the Stone from Ihebais 
in Egypt, he could not be provided with a 
llock that was preat enough for his Work. 

• * He 
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He many times had' an humor^when hi» His vain 
Company was, well in drift k, to lock them up, sticks. 
and in the Night on a fudden to fend in Lions 
Leopards, and Bears (difarmed) into th« 

Room to them ; that when they awaked in 
the .Morning, or which was worfe, in the 
Night, and found themfelves in the fame 
Room with Lions, Bears and Panthers, they 
were fometimes, ftruck dead with the fright' 

As to others of his Guefts of an inferiour Coa¬ 
lition, he placed them upon Sacks about the Ta- 
>Ie, filled only, with Wind, which being let put, 
uddenly, they were thrown down in an inftanc 
t the foot of the Table, with their Meat in their 
Mouths. When the Players upon the Stage 
lad fometimes pretended to puojfh a Man for 
Adultery, for example thus and. thus, in fiiew; 
ie hath commanded the faid Punifhments to, 
ie literally executed. He was fb kind to the 
Vhores, that he often redeemed them at. the 
lands of all fuch as made a Traffick of them; 
nd paid for their,freedom, and tjben fee them, 
t Liberty. He had often Gladiators to fight 
efore him, as he and his Company were at; 

’able together. He caufed a Banquetting- 
loom to be fet up for him in the Amphi- 
beatre, where, as he dined, he fed his Eyes 
dth.the Combats of Gladiators, and the Chafe 
1 Wild Beads. He was the firff of the Ro¬ 
ms that ever wore a Garment of Velvet, 

Ie never put on' the fame Linen twice; he 
nd, It was for Beggars to wear Linen twice 
' 4 ed. He appeared in publick after Supper 
centimes in a Dalmatick, calling himfelf a 
B b Fabuts 
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v A iM an A a Scipto, when he was in this effe- 
min«e Drefs, only becaufe thofe Perfons had 
fometime worn it in their You*., wWhww 
Sen e to a Fault. He pick; up all the Wo. 
meh ol Pleallire that he couW find about the 
Girque, the PUy-houfe, the Raw, «|» 

Sd wherever they weret and aflembhng Am 
all together in fopie publick Houfe, he mads 
lf : Haranaue to them in thePhrafeof wj F<|* 
low Soldiers, a^it Was a General fpeaking tohis 
Army, and then he treated upon the Quefti- 
ohs with them concerning the feveral lorts of 
Poftures arid infamous Plealures. Next ^ 
had the like Conference with all the Pimp 

and 'Wcii^catamitesoldand yqungd* 

Were to be gotten from all Parts. He dreuea 
Self in me Habit of a Lady, being to mat 
thefe, with his Breafts bare j and hay,ng » 
eluded his Speech to them, he prom, W » 
for their Encouragement, as if they were 10 
many hid Soldiers that had well fervedink 
C.aufe, a Donatiyeof threepiecesofGoldeacH 
defiring them to pray to the Gbds, to make 
him happy in the good encreafe of their Com 

Pa He commanded his Servants upon a pkJ 
of Work which is fufficiently ridiculous, and 
yet he did it with promifes to them oU K - 
ward for their care and pains in it, which w 
this: that they fhould bring him a thoufand 
• pound weight of Spiders. He had gotten to 
gether, at length, , by this means, no lels th 
ten times that weight; from whence he faj 
it was eafie to make a Judgment of the Gr« 
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nefs of the City of Rome. He fent the Ser¬ 
vants of his Kitchin to fome with Veflels, fup. 
pofed to be full of Provision t^iat he had 
Rented them with ; but when rhpy were open¬ 
ed, they were found full of Frogs, Scorpions, 

Serpents and Flies. Dining, oi* /upping he 
liad continually Chariot-Rates fqn before the 
Rooms and Galleries, where he Was; in which 
lie obliged old Men, and fome of the moil 
honourable too, to mount die Box, for the 
greater diverlion. He ordered ten thoufand 
Mice, one thoufand Weafels, a,nd another thou- 
find of Rats to be gathered together, aqd 
lliewn to him at once. He often tantalized 
his poor Retainers, with Mock-Dinners, done 
all in Glafs, or Wax, or Ivqry, or Earthen 
Ware: upon fheir Tables and their Napkins, 
tl|ey had Services curioufly reprelented in 
Paintings, a!) which did npc hinder them, bye 
they might, ftyrve for Hunger, and yet none 
dared to complain of the excellency 0 f the 
Feaft, but wajhed, and went away, as if they 
had dined never fa well. He commanded 
that out of the publick Stores of Corn, which 
Trajan and Sevtrtu had amaffed for the Ser¬ 
vice of the People of Rome, for (even Years, 
at a certain Rate of fo much a Year, there 
fhould the allowances of two Years, be given 
to the Whores, Pimps, and Catamites about 
the Town; the firft Year, to go to as many 
of them as lived within; the iecond> to as 
many of them as lived without the Walls of 
the City. 

' Bb a He 
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He bad fometimes four great Dogs to draw 
his Chariot, as well after he was Emperor as 
before, when he Was at his private Seat in the 
Country, tfe appeared at other times in pub- 
dick, drawn by four grteat Stags; at other times 
' by Lions; and then he caufed himfelf to be 
called the Mother of the Gods: Sometimes 
Tygers, and then he named himfelf Bacchus, 
whole Chariot is drawn by Tygers; and at 
the fame time he habited himfelf as thofe Dei¬ 
ties are reprefented, whom he imitated. He had 
at Rom of the little Dragons of Egypt, as alfo 
Seahorfes, a Crocodile, a Rhinocerol, and of 
all the ftrange Beafts of Egypt, that were ca¬ 
pable to be tranfported. Oftriches were often 
a part of his Bill of Fare. He once entertain¬ 
ed the principal Perfons of the City, upon 
Seats all made of Saffron, which was wonder¬ 
ful ; and to complement them, he /aid. It m 
but Grafs its contparifon to what they dtjtr- 
<ved. He pafled the A&ions of the Day in 
•the Night, and thofe of the Night in the Day; 
efteeming this as neceflary a part of Luxury, 
as any thing. In the Evening • he rote, and 
received the Complements or the Court for 
that Day; when it was Morning, he wentto 
Bed again. He daily prefenced his Favourites 
with foinething or other of importance. He 
, fiiffered no one fcarce to go from him, but he 
made him a Prefent, as if it was of a thing 
only that he had found, and that he did not 
value it fo much, as to keep it himfelf. ‘ 

Iiis ex- Coaches and his Chariots were gilt, and 

tremePrc- a jj coyeie( j W ith Jewels: he fcorned fuch as 
d, & al, V- were 
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were but filver’d over, or done with Ivory or 
Brafs. He fometimes caufed his Chariot to be 
drawn by naked, young, and very handfome 
Girls; two, or three, or four, or more of a 
Front; and as they were all naked, fo for the 
moft part was he. He had alfo thisCuftom, 
to invite to his Banquets eight old Men, all ^ 
with bald Heads; eight others blind of one* 

Eye; eight others lame of the Gout; eight o- 
thers that were Deaf; eight Blacks ; eight d- 
thers that Were fo fat, that their Table could 
fcarce hold them; and then bis Fancy was to 
make himfelf and the Court- merry with 
them all round. All the filver Plate that w;a$ 
ferved at his Banquets, and all the drinking 
Cups, and Side-board VefTels, he gave away 
frankly ambhgft the Company, and did this 
often. Then as a matter of great importance, 
he^ropbfed.it td*tHe Company, to invent e* 
very one fofrie rievy Rules about Pickles, and 
Sawces, and^fine Eating; they did fo, and he 
ffhofe Invention was pleating to his Palate, 
received for it a great Reward in a Gar¬ 
ment of Silk, which at that time was a Ra¬ 
rity, and held in great Honour. But he whole 
Invention had difpleafed him, he defired him 
to eat only always of that Difh, till he fhoujd 
find a better out. He was always placed him¬ 
felf in a Seat in the midft of Flowers, an<j 
precious Odours. He loved nothing but what 
he was told, was very dear; Beca»fe\ he laid, 
the \reatnefi of the Fries ratfetb the appetite. 

He was a perfed Monfteur • Ragou in his Houfe f 
as alfo a Perfumer, a Vintner, and a Pimp, 
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dnd caufed himfelf to be drawn in Figures ac¬ 
cordingly. At one Supper he, Hath had the 
t£eads offik Hundred Oftrjfcnes, for the fa^e 
Only of the Sometimes. His Banquet 

Was in tHU manner. He had twp and twenty 
Services of all forts of Viands, wKofe Nan^s 
• at each Service, which Vvas.rpaae m the order 
of the'Letters of] the Alphabet, began all with 
one and the fame Letter. Then betwixt every 
Service (hey Wartied, and after that, evejjy 
lytan betook himfelf to his Miftrejs; he arid 
his Friehds, (| andtney weretd, {wear, that it w$ 
ijot without an 'accomplifhy Pleafure. Arify 
'then time, his Bapquet was jp; tlw mannef.i 
He ordered each Service tof be npade ready a| 
theHoufe pf a’.feveral Piiend r and,as ope,li¬ 
ved by the Capitolj another ( up8jn , B4ount /Jjf 
another at a third place, another upon 
K|ount Caliui, arid another on t^e, other fide 
of the Tybery the Company all yijent to every 
one’s .Houle to dfii’ each "Service in .order { and 
ftKen. warning at each Service apd enjoying 
their Miftcefles, the whole, day, was fcarce tinje 
enough for. them to Haim one feaft, Somi? 
lay, chat he ljuilt Baths in feveral Places, prip 
only wafhed once in them', arid then imme¬ 
diately deftroyed them, lor fear of accuftonv 
ing himfelf to any j and that, he did the fame 
with feveral Honfes and Apartments that he 
built. But I am apt to think, that thofe things 
and many others, which exceed, all belief are 
rarher impoled upon him by\Per(ons who 
have been willing entirely to blacken his me¬ 
mory, only to make him fo much the better 
foil lor his Succclfour, It 
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It is faid, that he redeemed; orie Courtefafl* 
who was vcry handfomc,: at die/Price o£;» 
Hundred Thoufattd Seftereesy, 4nd afterwards 
honoured her, as much, as if fhe wa$ a Virgin 
untouched* One asking him, Whilft he tyaS 
a private Man> being thett f0 Extravagant,# 
he did not fear the becotnirig Poor; ha an r; 
(wered, What tan I do bitter fair my {iff, tfam 
if be my own Hew, and the Heir of! iny Wife l 
However, hi had Eftates detriifed td him % a> 
great many, in confideritron of his Father. 
He laid that he' defired td brave no Children^ 
for fear, that it fhould make Him a gppd Huf) 
hand. Ihftead of Coals, he burnt Frarikitvl 
cenfe. Cinnamon, Caftia, andr other Indian 
Stfeet-Wopds for his Fires , In ihis Dining 
Rooms. He nefer wheri' a private Mari, v tra-i 
veiled With lels than a Train’ of sixty Car-? 
liases; which made his Grandmother many 
times to fay of him, that he Would fpend all, 
But whenEniperor, he never werit but withrk 
frain of fix hundred; faying^tliat theiving;o£ 
ftrfta, when he travels, eriiplofrs Ten Thbu» 
fand Camels^ arid AWhad bdcrt attended ifi* 
to the Country with Fifteen Hundred Cnari- 
ots: The dccalion of which grdac Train of 
Htliogabalm , was the multitude of his Pimps, 
Bawds, Whbres, Bardaftes, and his filthy Crew 
of Men and Women, that he had always 
Mth him. Bathing he was always accom* 
pinicd with Women ; whom he moft offici- 
oullf rubb’d and fmooth’d, ahd took away 
their fiiperfluous Hair, with a depilatory 
Unguent, made for that purpofe} and which, 

Bb 4 after 
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after them, ha ufed to himfeif, and took off 
bis-Beard with it: and after, this, he with a 
Ra'foilr, with his own Hand fhaved, what caii- 
ritttirtibdeftly bespoken of; the Men alfb that 
h&'lbvdcbandto whom he fubje&ed his Body in 
k the nature of. v a* Miftrefsj for the filthy plea* 

hires that he found in them.. - He Bre wed one 
whole Galjery belonging to the Baths,\ajl over 
v^khthe Ddft oftiGold and Silver.; regretting 
iharit could not be done with Amber too: and 
this he did often, whitherfoever he Birred out 
©IV Foot, if it : was but to his Horfe, or to his 
Gohch ; as theiCuftom is, to do,it with the 
fineft Sand to the Emperors at this day. 

" Ho never- wore the fame Pair of Shooes 
twice. It is denyed that he ever put on the 
fame Rings twice. His beft Robes he. often¬ 
times tore and :flafhed in pieces.; i He com¬ 
manded Ships to be funk in- the. Port, that 
were come in from abroad, lademWith Mer- 
chindifes; faying, that this w.a$ : *. mark of a 
gnejat Spiriti...HijGIoIeftboIs were,of Gold* 
and;his Chamber, Pots .were of. AJabafter and 
Myrrh,; i Had i I, he ; i faid, Ever an Heir, I 
vmld appoint \btfn fuch a Goverpour, as (houlj 
okligebim toM.all the thing! that l have done, or 
([wit..do. Ho had alfci this Cuflom with him; 

L!°? e £ e Wou ld ha«e.nothing at his 
fabie but 1 heafants, and all bis Services fhould 
be of the flefh of Pheafantsdreft jn feveral 
ways. Another day nothin# but Pullets. A- 
nother day all of one fort-of Hifh* Another, of 
another. Anoihcr day all Pork. Another 
osy all Of: riches. Another day all Herbs; 
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and fo of Fruits; and milk Meats, and fweet 
Meats. He often faid to his Company, that he 
had provided them MiftrefTes of extraordinary 
Beauty to lie with; as they would find when 
they went to their Beds. But he fent them to 
Bed in the dark, becaufe they fhould not fee 
their Faces, till the next Morning; and then, 
who were they, but old Negroe Women ? He 
ptit the fame Trick upon them, with Negroe 
Boys. ; He laughed fo loud in Publick, that 
fometimes in the Play-houfe, no body was 
heard but only he. He Sung; he Danced to the 
found of the Flute, he founded the Trum¬ 
pet, he played .upon the Shepheards Pipe, 
and touch’d very well the Organ, He hath 
gone about in one day to all the Whores of 
the Cirque, the Play-houfe, the Amphitheatre, 
and all parts of the City difguifed: and giving 
them, every one, fome pieces of Gold in their 
Hand; without effecting any with them : fays 
he, Antoninus gives you this, but tell no body. 

He invented certain new ways for his L,uftsj 
in which he out-did'the monftrous Poftiires of 
<11 former times, and all the Conjunftions of 
Tiberius, Caligula and Nero. His Fortune was His death 
foretold him by the Priefts of Syria, that as he foretold. 
would be a great Profaner of the means that 
ferve to Generation; fo he fhould' one day 
come to dye by his own Hands. He believed 
it, and provided himfeif therefore for it. For 
he had provided himfeif filken Cords, if ne- 
cefiicy was, to Hang himfeif. He had provi* 
ded hjmfelf Swords of Gold, if necefficy was, 
to Stab himfeif. He had provided himfeif 

Poy- 
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Poylons, which he carried about him in Eme¬ 
ralds, Jacynths, and other Pretious Stones, if 
any thing ill happened, that he could no 
therwife avoid, to Poylbn himlelf. He had 
built a very high Tower, with fteps to it of 
Gold, enriched with pretioui Stories, Frdni 
whence to throw himlelf down headlong: be* 
caufe be Would have bit death, he laid, to be,- 
an bit life Was, fumptnous ; there (hould be a lively 
Image of Luxury in it ; aHelit fliould be faid,tbdt 
no body bad dyed fo t at hi. But all this fignified 
f Ie . ts bf nothing. For ne was killed by a Rabble of 
Bubble ^°^ ie,s > a °d dragged molt naftily through 
* ' the Streets ; and drawn through the Kennel, 

aiid at laft thrown irito the River of Tyber ; 
with whom ended the Princes of the name or 
Antoninus. A name, to Which if his Birth, as 
it was Spurious, was any Title; yet his Life 
was the laft Dilgrace to it, in the fight of 
all the World. 

Toitr moft Sacred Mafe/ly, O CoHfiantint , will 
perhaps think it ftrange, With others; that this 
Pell, whiih I have given this aCcoUnt of, Was 
luffered to Reign fo lorig, as almdft three whole 
years; and that none appeared in the meari 
time to relcue out of his Hands the HotibUf 
of the Roman Empire: becalife in the Reigns 1 
of Niro, Caligula, 'Vitelliut, and the reft of the 
Princes of this ftamp, there never Wanted a 
Man to murder a Tyrant. But above all 
things, Parddn me if I haire been offenfive 
to your modefty in any of the PaftageS of lo 
dilfolute a Life: I have willingly lupprefted a 
great many other of his Lewdrtefles, becaufe 

I could 
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I could not name them for Ihariie: and as for 
thofe, that I Have named, as they are what | 
have found amongft divers Writers, lo 1 have 
mapped them up in as clean a jtapkin as t 
could; remembring very well, what your hla- 
jslty is ufed to lay ; That to bean timperor is 0 
freak of mere Fortune ; which raifes fotnetipes 
rery .Indifferent, and fometjmes thfc 'Worft of 
Men to be lo: and your Majefty cloes very 
gracioufly to add to that, That tt lies updn the 
Ttrfons tbemfelves, whom Fortune bath reduced 
under that ntcejjity of an Empire, to make them * 

(elves worthy qf the Place, where they are ., 

Thus much concerning therefore Farias An¬ 
toninus Heliteabalus, It is what I have col* 
le<fted indifferentjy out of th^ QreeJk and Li¬ 
nn Hiftoriana Your Majefties Commands 
to me, to prefent you with . this Life in its 
place, after thfij others which are antecedent 
to it, artd which your Majefty hath accepted, 
wa? an Authority abundant to me to fuper- 
fede all thole thoughts that had otherwile 
made me unwilling, and poflefted me with a 
Relu&ancy to meddle in a thing of this 
Nature. I lhall now proceed to the Lives of 
'thole that follow. The firft of which is, that 
moft excellent • Prince , Alexander Scverus ; 
who was one of thirteen ^ears Reign. Then 
there will be Aurelian , who was another excel- 
diiif Prince; and Claudius, of whom, being 
the Author of your Majefty’s Race, I Ihould 
be afraid to write the real Truth to you, lelj 
thole who have not all the relpefr that they 
ought, for the prailes which are due to great 

• Souls, 



The Life and Reign of the , &c. Vol. I, 

Souls, Ihould pretend that I Flatter, if I did 
not know, that ( Ihould be fully juftified by 
others in all that I have to lay. To thefe is 
to be added Dioclefian, the Father 6f an Age 
of Gold; and Maximiun , the Father of an 
Iron Age, as they commonly call them; with 
all the reft, to the Perfon of your Majefty• 
whole Reign, I would lay, Str, yours, will be 
a Subje&rfo employ the Eloquenteft Pens, and 
happy are they to whom Nature is lo kind, to 
have enabled them with gifts' for lo grand a 
Work. Nor yet are we to omit Licinm , or 
Marcus Aurelius Severru, or Maxentius ; whole 
Rights are all devolved upon your Majefty; 
and from whole Virtues we ought not to dero¬ 
gate : For though it is the method of the Ge¬ 
nerality of Writers to take away from the un- 
luccefsful and the beaten Side, yet I lhall think 
this an unfit thing to be done, when Iconli- 
der, that when I lhall have faithfully laid all 
the good of them, that I can find in our Me¬ 
moirs to be never lo true, yet it will all but 
make fo much the greater Acceflion to your 
Glory. 


Life and Reign 

O F T H E 

BMPEROR 

Aurelius Alexander Severn . 

Addreffed to the 

EMPEROR 

Conftantine the Great. 

By .ELIUS LAMPRIDIUS. 

A Fter that Peft of an Emperor, Varius 
Reliogahalus was killed, who had re¬ 
ally nothing of a true Antoninus in 
him; and therefore as the Senate, by their 
Authority, degraded him from that name, and 
craled it out of the Records, lb neither am I 
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very willing to give it him. Affltlius Alexander 
Sever us his Coufin-German, who was Bornat 
the City of Area Cajareaia VbanUia in Spit, 
being the Son of Varias Marcellas, ,by Mammae, 
the Sifter o (Semiawrfi, the Mother of Helnga- 
balut, received the Empire to the general Re- 
lief and Comfqrt of Mankind. He hadfatie 
year? be&te'keo.Created ftf* & A? 
at the time of the death of Opilius Macnnus ; and 
now the Senate both mads? hi91 Emperor, and 
gave him the Title of the Father of the Coun¬ 
try. and inverted him wfth tteTnbuqfoan $ 
Proconfular Bowers; and with the right of a 
fifth Reference, all in one and the lame day. 

And for fe?r A* M °| 

Honours Ihould feem to be Precipitate, I will 
here in the firft place mention the Realon, as 
well why he fuffered it on his part, as why 
the Senate had thought jfit to do it qn theirs; 
becaufo certainly otherwife, it was nether fir 
the Gravity of the Senate to confer all thole 
things at qn^e; nor for the Replication or a 
good Prince lb to accept them- The wty) 
had leveral times been guilty of a Practice of 
making whom they pleafed Emperors in a 
hurry,, and changing them aseaiily, when they 
had done; faying, in the defence of themielves, 
that they did not know that the Senate had on 
their part nominated any Pdrfqn at all to the 
Empire. For thus they had fee up Pefcennius Ni¬ 
ger, Clodius Albinas, and Avidius CaJJius ; as here¬ 
tofore they did Julius Vindex, and Lucius Ante- 
pius. Smrwiwashimlelf let up by them, inor\e 
place, about the fame time that Niger was m 

• . Anni 
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another* and Albinas in another; and yet then 
the Senate had actually appointed Vidius Juli¬ 
anas to fucceed after Pertinax . And this thing 
had occafioned Civil-Wars in the Empire; in 
which Countrymen againft Countrymen 
fighting, what were they but Murderers one 
of another? Upon this account therefore it 
was that all expedition was uled to invert A- 
kxavder Severus with all the Honours of the 
Grown immediately, and at once, which he 
Ihould otherwife have received fuccefljvely and 
in the courfe of many years. And this was yet 
further promoted, by the very great inclinati¬ 
on which both the Senate and the People had 
towards him, after that Peft, who had not on¬ 
ly dilhonoured the name of the AntoninuJJes , 
but was a flume to all the Roman Empire. So 
all the marks of Power, and the Titles of 
Honour, belonging to the Crown, were given 
him with a forwardnefs, in which every one 
appeared to have an Emulation to excel. He 
was the firft of all the Emperors that ever 
received fo many Royalties all at one time: 
and indeed his Quality, as he had been al¬ 
ready for fome years a Cafar , (poke for him» 
but yet the honefty of his Life and Manners 
did it much more; and it had gained him be- 
fades a great efteem, that Heliogabaltss had at¬ 
tempted to kill him, but could not, becaufe of 
the Oppofition to it of the Soldiers and the Se¬ 
nate. And then that which, Crowns all, is; 
he approved himlelf worthy of that Care chat 
the Senate had taken of his Prefervation, wor¬ 
thy of the AfFe&ions of the Soldiers, and 

worthy 
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Worthy of the Sentiments all good Men had 
to prefer him, as they did, to the Empire. 

His Mother being called Mammaa, as I 
faid, he is mentioned by a great many by the 
name of Alexander Mammtstis , from her. This 
His Edu- Alexander from a Child, was fo infl rutted in 
cationand knowledge of the good Arts concerning 
tAaRers. t he things, as well Civil as Military, that he 
willingly fuffered not one day to pafs, in which 
he did not exercile himfelf in the one or the 
other. His firft Mailers, in his Infancy, for 
the Elements, were Valerius Cordus , Titus Vt- 
twins, and Aurelius Pbilippus, a Servant of his 
Fathers, who hath fince writ his life.. His Ma¬ 
tter in the Grammar, was Neon; in Rheto- 
rick, Serapion ; .and in Philolophy, Stylion ; 
that is, this was in his own Country, and for 
the Gracian Learning. At Rome , for the 
Latin, his Matter in the Grammar was Scau. 
rinus , the Son of the famous Dottor of that 
name; in Rhetorick, Julius Frontinus, Babirn 
Macrinus , and Julius Granianus ; of the lat¬ 
ter of which, there are Declamations now 
extant. But in the Latin Learning, his Pro- 
ficiency was not over-great; as it fufficiently 
appears v by his Speeches which he made to the 
Senate; and thole others that he made to the 
Soldiers and to the People. Nor did he very 
much love the Latin Eloquence. But the 
learned Men in it, he had a great efteem lor, 
and apprehended thir Pens; for he was not 
willing that they Ihould give him an ill report 
in their Writings; therefore he thought them 
worthy to be By him upon all occalionsr* and 

until 
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with every thing that he did, publickly or 
privately, iftheynad not been prefentatit, he 
acquainted'them himlelf, and delired them to ' 
ke informed carefully of the truth of all things, 
and accordingly to reprelent them to the 
World; 

He renounced the Title of Vominus , that His Mo. 
is Lord; and ordered that they Ihould write defty and 
Letters to him, as to a private Perfon, refer- Mc derati~ 
vingbnly the name of Emperor. He refuled on ' . 

(lieJewels, to his Shooes and his Cloaths, which 
Jiad been worn by Heliogabalus. Jle went in 
a White Veftmcnt, as he is commonly Drawn; 
and plain, not Embroidered nor Fringed with 
Gold; and-of the Common Stuffs. He par* 
lied himlelf fo frankly with his Friends, that 
lie often obliged them to lit down by him; 
and went to their Houles tp their Entertain¬ 
ments without Ceremony; and received them 
•gain continually to his own Table without a. 
formal Invitation. He was to be waited upon, 
with as ealie Accels as a Senator: whereas be¬ 
fore in lome other Reigns, a Prince would nop 
fuffer himfelf. to be feen. He was Hand- His Per • 
feme, as to his Perlon, and well made, asweM^- 
fee him at this day in his Pittures and Statues. 

He had a Cavalier Meen and Stature, his . 
Strength anfwerable; and he b6th knew his 
Vigour, and took care to prelerve it. Some 
called him the Pious Alexander , he Was lo ami¬ 
able, at lea'll as a good and uleful Prince, all 
the Earth’ elteemed him. He drew*a Lot at the 
femple of Fortune, at the City of Faleftrina, in! 
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the time that Heliogabalut waited for his Life, 
out of Virgil ; which was this, «/£». 6 - 

_ Siqua fata after a rumpas, 

Tu Marcttlus eris - 

r Which was as much as to fignifie; that if he 
but efcaped the prefent Danger, that he was in, 

be would be a glorious Emperor. 

OccafioH The occaffon of his Name of Alexander 
of. his was from hence. In his Native City or Ares 
Name. Cafarea in Phoenicia , there was a Temple Dedi¬ 
cated to Alexander the Great , whither upon 
the Feftival of that Prince, according to the 
Cuftom of the Country, his Father, and 
Mammaa his Mother, went to affift at the ulua 
Solemnities. But by accident hft Mother tell 
into Labour, and was delivered ot him in this 
Temple i to the called him Alexander, and 
• the day of the Birth of Alexander the Son o! 
Mammaa , is the fame with the day ol the 
Death of Alexander the Great. The Senate 
offered him, the name of Antoninus. But he 
refufed it > although he had an Affinity, as well 
as Heliogabalus , to the Emperor Antoninus C* 
racalluss and an Affinity, which was to much 
• better than his, as it was without the Rain ot 
his Baftardife: For the Emperor Septimus Sc 
vtrus had Married a Noble Lady out of the 
Eafl, vvhofe Horofcope, a 5 he had heard it 
Wasi Thatjhe (liould be the Wife of .a Prince ; 
though he was then but in a private Conditi¬ 
on; Which Lady’s Sifter’s Daughters, were 
one of them the Mother of this AlexSder, and 
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the other the Mother of Varius Heliogabalus, 

So the two Sons were truely CouCm- German's 
to one another, and equal upon that Fqqt i n 
their Relation to Antoninus Caracallus. But it 
was not only the name of Antoninus which he 
refuled v but the Senate by a Decree prefenred 
him the Title of Alexander the Great and he 
rerufed that alfo. 

Now it will not be amifs here to fubjoyn his 
Speech to the Senate, in which he excufes his 
Acceptation of the one and the other Name, 

Only in the firft place I will report the Se¬ 
nate's Acclamations upon this occaiion, out 
of the Records of the City, as! find them up- ’ 

6n the Day, but one, before the Hones of 
March\ when the Senate being aflembled in 
the Temple of Concord, and Alexander at their 
repeated requeft difpenfing at Iaft with him- 
felf to repair to them, though he knew that 
their Bufinefs was to treat of the Honours 
which they defigned to give him, they cried 
as he entred thus > 

The Gods fave our Innocent Auguftus. The Acclama - 
Gods fave the Emperor Alexander. The Gods tims of 
cave given you to us. The Got(t preferve you. the Sc* 
The Gods have delivered you out of the Hands nate - 
f the Impure.' The Gods Eternalize your Reign, 

Tou Juffcred a great deal un$er % the Impure Ty 
tent, Impure and Obfcene as he was, you always 
regretted to fee him. The Gods have Rooted him 
U P> The Go ft prefer ve your Majefly . *Tbar Infa- 
mu { Emperor hath japtly been Condemned, Under 
tour Reign we are happy. The State is happy to 

Cc l be 
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he fubjtfled to you. the Infamous Emperor bath 
been dragged for an Example. - That Luxurious 
Trince it jufily punijhed. The Profaner of d 
Honour bath been jufily Punifhed• The Immortal 
Gods give a long Life to your Majefiy. The 
Judgments of tbe Gods appear in your Eleva¬ 
tion. 

Here Alexander gave them thanks; and then 
they went on again. 

Antoninus Alexander , tbe Gods fave jou, 
Antoninus Aurelius, tbe Gods preferve jou, 
Antoninus the Pious, the Gods preferve you, 
We befeecb your Majefiy to take tbe name of An 1 
toninus. To do that Honour to tbe good Emperors 
of that Name, to be called dn Antoninus. Eu- 
rifle tbe Name of tbe Antoninudes. What 
Heliogabalus hath Deformed, let your Majefij 
Purifie, Re-efiablifh tbe Honour of tbe Name of 
the Antoninudes. Let tbe blood of tbe Antoni- 
nudes know it felf again. Antoninus Marcus 
hath been injured. Let your Majefiy Avengt 
him. Avenge tbe injury done Jo Verus Anto¬ 
ninus. Avenge tbe injury done to Antoninps 
GaraCfillus '■> wbofe Fortitude at leafi was ad¬ 
mirable. Worfe than ever was Commodus, 
was Heliogabalus only » who really was no Em¬ 
peror, nor an Antoninus, nor a Citizen, nor s 
Senator, nor a Gentleman, word Roman. Health 
and Life Mend your Majefiy. Tbe Lives of tit 
Antoninuues attend Alexander, and let bin 
Trofper. Let him be called an Antoninus* anl 
let him Trofper . Let Antoninus Confe crate t 
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lain tie Temples of tbe Antoninudes. Let An¬ 
toninus furmount the Parthians and Perfians. 
Let a Sacred Perfon receive a Sacred Name, 
tbe Gods preferve you. In you, Antoninus, we 
lave all things : with you, Antoninus, we have 
all things: 

After thefe Accclamations, the Emperor 
took the Liberty to fpeak thus to them. 

Fathers of the Senate, , 

r His is not the fir ft of my Obligations to you. I 
apt to thank you for the Honour of my 
Name of Cajfar, which you gave me fo long 
fmee, and for my Life which you alfo have pre - 
ftrved. I thank you, as for the Empire , fo 
fir the Style of Auguftus, which you now give 
mei and for the Pontifical, tbe Tribunitian, and 
the Proconsular Powers > all which by altogether a 
new Example , you have liberally conferred up¬ 
on me in one day. 

The Senate reply’d, and cry’d» 


At your Majefiy hath accepted thefe things, fo 
accept tbe Name of Antoninus. Let not the Se¬ 
nate, let not the Princes tbe Antoninudes be un¬ 
worthy to receive this favour of your Majefiy. 
The Gods fave tbe Emperor Antoninus. The 
Gods preferve you. Let a Coin be made in the 
Name Cf Antoninus. Let Antoninus Confecrate 
again the Temples of the Antoninuffes. 
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Fathers of the Senate, 1 tarmfily defire-you 
not to engage me to be called to the necejfity of fa- 
tisfying fo great a Name as that is, when mj 
Own, which / have from my Birth, and which is 
but a Foreign one , J find is too Burdenfome to me, 
For fo it is with tbefe Great Names , they are 
Burdens ; and not to anfwer them, it is as ill at 
if the Name of Cicero fhould be born by a Mute, 
or the Name of Varro, by a Blockhead, or that 
of the Pious Metellus by a Villain, And that the 
Gods may-avert fo sll an Omen, who is there that 
can be f leafed to fee , that a Name from whence 
great Attions are expelled, is not- (uflaintd in its 
Grandeur , by htm that bears it > if he is in a Sta¬ 
tion fo to do. 

Here the Senate interrupted him, with the 
like Acclamations as before» and then he 
went on. 

You know. Gentlemen , to what a heighth of 
Glory, of rather to what a Diviriity the Name of 
Antoninus hath been carried in the Perfons of 
four Prsncts ; whofe Piety, whofe Learning, whoft 
Innocence , and whofe Fortitude , if wt confidti 
them fever ally ; What could be more Religious 
than Antoninus Pius ‘l What more knowing then 
Marcus Antoninus ? What more finctrethan Ve* 
rus Antoninus? And what more Brave ani 
Valorous than Antoninus Caracallus ? I am net 
willing to mention Commodus Antonfhus up¬ 
on ibts occafion to you > except ’ it. is to fay that 
he was fo much the worfe, becaufe with that ii 
lift of his, he yet continued in the ufe of tit 
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Name of Antoninus. Antoninus Diadumenus, 
had not time , nor Age to fhew himfelf : an Art of 
his Father , bad put that Name upon him.. 

Here, the Senate broke out into the like 
Acclamations as before: and then he (aid, ^ 

But efpecially you may eafily remember , Gen¬ 
tlemen, How things lately went, when the Filtbi- 
tflnot only of all Men, but Brutes, took it upon 
him to bear the Name of Antoninus; who at the 
fame time in Impurity and Luxury outdid Nero, 
Vitellius, Commodus, and all their wicked Con¬ 
federates, You remember, what. Sighs paffed at 
that time, in all Companies of the People and the 
Gentry: and bow they all cryed with one Voice, 
that this Wretch is not fit to be at all called an 
Antoninus. This Peft violates that Holy Name. 

Here the Senate replyed in thefe Acclama¬ 
tions. V 

The Gods ProteSi tts from all the like evils a- 
g ain . We fear them not under your Reign. Wie 
are fecure under the Government of your Majtfiy. 
Your Majefiy is above all Vice. Your Majefiy hath 
[amounted, bath vanquifhed the Temptation of all 
fucb Crimes and Difgraces. You are 'an Honour 
to the Name of Antoninus. We are certain of 
this ; we are well perfuaded of it j we prefume 
upon it, without the fear of ever repenting our- 
[lives: we have approved you from, your Youth, 
and this day, we art confirmed in cur Seats- 
mints. 

C c 4 
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The Emperor replied again and faid, 


Refufes It it not , Fathers of the Senate , that I apprt • 
the Name bend my falling * at any time into fetch Vices, that 
Antoni- j dtfre to decline a Flame, which is to all fo Ve- 
nui. notable ; nor yet can I difirufi the Merits ef mj 
pa(l Life fo, as to be afhamed to take it upon me. 
But it is in Truth, becaufe in the firfi place , l 
do not delight to ajjume what is the Name of a 
ftrange Family ; and next , becaufe I fee •very wet , 
that it is to itnpoft too great a burden upon me. 

Here the Senate repeated their Acclamati¬ 
ons as before. He went on. 

For with sis much reafon as I Jhould take the 
Name of Antoninus, I might take that 0/Tra¬ 
jan too: 1 might as well rake that of Titus: 
I might as well take that c/Vefpafian. 

The Senate anfwered him to this. 

Tour Majefiy is an Auguftus, and accepts that 
Name ; fo be you alfo an Antoninus. 

The Emperor faid, 

I fee very well , now , ■ Fathers of the Senate, 
what it is that moves you to prefs this Name upon 
us. Tou think , that we may ai well be ceded 
Antonini, although it is the Name of another's 
Family , as all we who fucceed to the Empire art 
entitled in our Stiles Augufti: which we are, be • 
caufe we have an hereditary Right to be fo, at 
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being as it were by Adoption, the Sms of the fir(l 
Auguftus, who was the Founder of the Empire. 
Xhe Antoninufles tbemfelves were called Augufti. 
How Antoninus Pius adopted Marcus and Ve- 
rus, to he bis Sons and Succejfors.- This Adoption 
made it a Right to them, to take bis Name, 
which became alfo hereditary to Commodus, by 
reafon that he was the Son of Marcus \ hut with¬ 
out this Right, it was a Trick of his Father, 
which put the Name upon Diadumenus. It was 
sffefled in the Terfon of Caracallus, and it was 
profaned to the lafi degree by Helidgabalus. 

Here the Senate cried. 

The Gods fave the Emperor Alexander, our 
Auguftus. We congratulate your Modefiy, your 
i Prudence, your Innocence , your Integrity. This 
jktu/s as what Will be the excellency of your Reign. 
We art raviflid at it. Tour Majefiy will direff 
the Senate hereafter to make a Choice of the befi 
trinces. Tour Majefiy will jufiifiethe Judgments 
of the Senate , The Gods fave AUpnder, our 
Auguftus. Let Alexander our Auguftus, con¬ 
fer ate the Temples, of the Antoninufles, Our 
Gselar, our Auguftus, our Emperor, the Gods 
fave you. Conquer, Profper , aftfi Reign many Years. 

The Emperor refumed himlelf again, and 
faid, 

I under(land then, I have obtained from you, 
♦ Fat bets of the Senate, what I dtfired. 1 take 
phis very obligingly , and f give you, and owe 
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you infinite Thanks. It (hall he my endeavour, 
that my own Name, which I bring with me, the 
firfi of any upon the Throne of Rome, may be¬ 
come fucb as not to be unworthy to be coveted 
by others after me, and to be recommended by the 
good Opinions of this mofi Pious Senate. 

Here the Senate cried, 

Alexander the Gfreat, the Gods favt you. The 
your Majefiy refufed the Name of Antoninus, 
receive the Tate of the Great. The Gods fave 
Alexander the Great. They repeated this often. 


The Emperor laid. 


and the Tou have offered to me, Gentlemen, tn tbu, a 
Appella- thing of a greater difficulty to do, than it waste 
tion of afjume the Name of Antoninus; to which if 1 
Grcat * had confented, it might haw been attributed to 
either my Affinity to the Princes of that Name, 
or to a mutual Love of the- fame Name, upon 
the fame Tbmte. But why me, to take your Tale 
of Great? What have I yet done , that is [os If 
Alexander and Pompey were fo called, yet it 
was after the great Exploits of the one , and the 
great Triumphs of the other. Therefore fpeak no 
more of this, my honoured Fathers, and rather 
than (uggefi to me the Title of the Great, be¬ 
lieve me to be one of yourfelves, and you cer¬ 
tainly are a magnificent Afjembly. 


After this, they repeated the Acclamjtion,» 
The Gods fave Aurelius Alexander our Augufius, 
and lo ended this matter. There 
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There #ere feveral other things done in 
the Senate, that day.' But when the Houfe 
had rifen, the Emperor returned as it were in 
Triumph home, with much more Honour up¬ 
on him by refufing, than if he had accepted 
of thofe fuppofed Names. His Firmneft to 
himfelfinir, and the entire Gravity of his be¬ 
haviour gave him a Reputation, which every 
body was fenfibleof, to obferve, that the whole 
Senate together was not atye to over-perluade 
one young Man. He differed the lame Vi¬ 
gour of mind in his Affairs with the Soldiers, 
and a wonderful and lingular Conflancy in 
correifting their Infolencies; fo that although 
he could not he perluaded by all the lolicita* 
tions of the Senate, to receive either the Name 
of Antoninus, or of Alexander the Great ; yet Why caUd 
the Soldiers fixed upon him that of Alexander Semuj. 
Severn; and this not only conciliated him a 
great Refpeft in his own time, but it will much 
redound to his Glory to all Pofterityconfi* 
dering that it is derived purely from his own 
Bofom, and it is what his intrinfick Merit and 
Courage, dire&ed them to give him. He did 
not Rick indeed to cafhier whole Legions at a 
time, for daring to mutiny ; nor to'animadvert 
very feverely upon the Soldiers, that had com¬ 
mitted any thing which but feemed to be un¬ 
juft, wherein he exceeded the Exa&nefs and 
fioldnels of all die Princes his predecelfors, 
lince the formation of the Empire under Julius 
Cafar, 

* There were lome Omens which from his 
Birth had prefignified his future Reign, which 

were 
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Omni ,f were there. Firft.thedayof hisWrth wasthe 
bis future with the day of the Death ot Alexander 

t he Great : in whofe Temple his. Mother was 
delivered of him, and whofe Name he there- 
fore took from thence.. Then the fame day 
that he was born, a Pigeons Egg ot the co¬ 
lour of Purple, was taken, and by a good Wo- 
man prefented to his Mother; from whence 
the Soothfayers laid, ?bat be would me day, 
and it would be quickly too, be an Emperor, but 
not that be would reign long. In the mean time, 
whilft his Mother was delivered of him in the 
Temple, a Ktoe of the Emperor Trajan, 
v which was hanging over the head of her Bed 

at home, fell down into the Bed. HisNurle 
was of the Name of 0/7^; and the Mother 
. of Alexander the Great was of the lame. His Fo- 

Her-Father was a Country man, of the Name 
of Philip. And the Father of Alexander the Great 
was the fame. Upon the day that he was 
born, they fay, there appeared a Star of the 
firft magnitude in the Heavens, all the y 
long over the City of Area Gafarea » an 
Sun was crowned with a bright Circle about 
it, whilft it pointed upon his Father s Houle. 
A Laurel in his Father s Garden which was 
fet by the fide of a Peach, in one year had 
over-topped the Peach. The Peac . 8 
malum Perficum \ this, thofe, who pretended 0 
Augury, faid, was an Omen that he Ihou 
one day Conquer the Perftant. The Night • 
fore his Mother was delivered of him, he 
dreamt Ihelhouldbe brought«° ?ed of a little, 
purple-coloured Dragon ; and hts Father had 
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dreamt at the fame time that he was carried 
up to the Heavens upon the Wings of the I* 
mage of Vtftory , which is in the Houle of the 
Senate at Rome . He confulted, when he was 
a Youth^with a Soothfayer about his Fortune . 
in the way of drawing Lots. The firft Lot 
which he drew laid. That the Empire of tbt 
Heavens, the Earth, and the Sea, awaited him ; 
by which it was ealie to underftahd, that he 
Ihould one day be Deified. The fecond faid. 

That the Empire paramount, awaited him\ which 
was plainly no other, than the Empire of Rome . 
Another Lot that he drew, was thele Verles 
of Virgil, jEn. 6 . 

Excudent alii fpirantia moUius ara. 

Tu regere imperio popular, Rotftane, memento: 

Ha tibi erunt Artts, patique imponere morem: 

tar cere fubjefys, & debellare fuperbis. 

That is, 7 hat his,Arts jhould he Government, 
and the giving of Laws of JVar and Peace ; and 
that be Jhould be the Minifier of Mercy and 
Juftiee to the People. There were leveral o. 
ther figns of his future Grandeur befides all 
thele. He had a Fire and a 'Vivacity in 
his Eyes extraordinary. - He looked one down 
with it, you could not hold your Eyes againft 
his long. His Mind dilcovered a Power of 
Divination in it very frequently, fo that he 
(poke of things to come, as really they did. 

He had a Memory lo happy, that none but 
Acbblius, hath laid, that he was once prompted 
or aflifted in any thing. 

Coming 
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Coming very young to the Empire, he afled 
altogether in all things with the Advice of hjs 
Mother, as if (he had reigned in Conjund.on 
. with him. And indeed ftie was a good and 
pious Lady, but covetous, and loved to amah 
Money to a fault. He began his Reign with 
a general purgation of all the Magtftrates and 
Officers of the promotion of the impure Helto. 
vabalus ; being Perfons whom that Prince had 
preferred to the greateftDignities out of the very 
Lees of Mankind: He clear d the Stateofthem. 
Reforms He purged the Senate and the Order of the 
fe Z- Gentry of them. He purged *he Tribes of 
vemment. citv. He turned out all oblcene and in¬ 
famous Perfons from all Places in the Court, 
in which laft, he made fuch a Reform, that 

retain’d not a Mouth, but what was neceflary. 

Becaufe an Emperor he laid, i»w an ill Ste - 
ward of the People; who, out of thetr Boweli 
feeds a Company of mneetjjary Mouths, that art 
ufeleft to the State. He looked carefully after 
the Magazines of Provisions, and the admi- 
niftration thereof to the Soldiers, out of 
whole allowances, if the Tribunes had made 
any unlawful Gain to thertifelves, he pun.lh- 
ed it with Death. As for Caufes and Ma - 
ters of Law, he ordered them firft to be wel 
confideredin all their Circupiftances by his 
Minifters, and his Council Learned in the 
Law, whereof Ulpian was the Chief; and when 
they had done, he dire&ed them to make a 
Report oAheir Judgments to him. ■ 

He moderated an infinite number of .Laws 
concernihg*the Rights of the People, and thow 


Vol. 1 . Emperor Aurel. Alexand. Severus. 

of the Exchequer. • In which cafes he always 
communicated them with twenty great Law¬ 
yers, befides others who were wife and elo¬ 
quent Men, to the number of no lefs than 
fifty generally; lo that there were as many 
Votes to a Conftitution of his, as to an A<ft 
of the Senate. Thefe Perlbns fpoke admi¬ 
rably well in*his Councils; every one’s luf- 
frage was. asked, which they writ down one 
after another > time being allowed them firft 
to examine things very well, and to weigh 
what they had to fay, becaule no one Ihould 
complain that he had been obliged to give his 
Judgment upon fuch Matters of Importance, 
without a due premeditation. Then he had 
this Cuftom, that if it was a thing of Right 
to Re trdfifced upon, he called only the Learn¬ 
ed and the Eloquent Doftors to Ipeak to it» 
But if it was a Military Affair, he lent for the 
old Officers and Soldiers, Men skilled ip War 
and Encampments, and the Situation of pla¬ 
ces; and together with thole he particularly 
advifed with fuch as underftood thatHiftory; 
of whom he enquired, what had at any time 
been done in the like rencounters, by the an¬ 
cient Emperors, or other great Captains, vfhe- 
ther at home or abroad. If at any time he 
happened to fee a Man who lay under the 
Character of having robbed the Province un¬ 
der his Government, he was ready with his 
Fingers as it were ( fays Encolpiw , who was, 
one that was very familiar with him) to pull 
out his Eyes, he had fuch a hatred to that 
bafenefs. To which Septimm adds, thataltho’ 

they 
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thevhad not been as yet. conviaed, yet he 
L Jfnch an averfion to them, for the Scandal 
il lt"f he Cm them by any fudden Ac. 
cident the Commotion he was in, would fet 
? tine and all his Face on a Fire, and 

Md notte" ble to (peak for Come time. 
And Mttainly, as one called Sifttmmi Ar.bt- 
who had been tried for this, but acquit- 

' 7 i in the Reign 

dav in Company with (ome ot the henatim 
mlalute him, he no Conner lawj him, 
rried* O it fapreme Powers. O Jupiter. u ; 
i'tal Gods ! h Arabinus alive , and a Sena- 
l i It mv be. he loves for the fame favour from 

Z! , 17 . M fid Hehogabalus. B» 1 m 

Compkment'iiflfJuting* h.*was *e,y 

nlain and by his own Name, U.il Alexander. 
K’v one had pretended to do or fay any 
tbinu that was Tweeter than the Cuftom was 
“ft,'taw. fa* away as a Flatterer 
the nlace permitted it» or he was laught at 
( fficiently in cafe that his Condition did no 
make him fubjeft to a greater Affront. He 
Sred to all the Senators, as they had la- 
If t 4 d him, Chairs to fit down. But he de- 
dared 'to idmit none to pay their Reverence, 
c ,. • kind but Peribns ofHoneny 

tnd'gMd Repute; forbidding all fuch as knew 
i . a.- Lni c» hu the common 
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moll corrupt Magiftrates, he faid, always com* 
plain the mod of Poverty, thinking by that 
means to conceal the Crimes of their Bri¬ 
beries and Hi Lives. This he faid often, and 
it was his real Sentiment. To which he added 
a known Obfervation upon this Subject, that 
le who takes away a great deal, and gives but 
t little to Vouchers to [peak for him, will howr 
mr always be fafe, ( 

He chofe himlelf one Captain of the (Guards, Hit Defe- 
and appointed a Governour of the City of rente to 
Rsme entirely by the Advice of the Senate. He the Se ~ 
made a fecond Captain of the Guards, of one nate ' 
who had retired put of the way, purpolely to 
avoid it; faying, Theunw'sHingntfs.of a Man to 
tccept of Commands in the State , was the be(l 
Recommendation to them. He never created a 
Senator without the Concurrence to it of all 
the Members of that Houle that were prefent; 
whole Votes were asked round, after Tefti- 
monies given of the Life and Manners of the 
Party to be chofen, by grave Perfons; who if 
they falfified, were to be degraded, and caft 
into the lowed Clafs of all the People; and 
lometimes condemned, as in Cafes of Perjury^ 
to lole their Eftates, and be banilhed for ever 
without Mercy. He created no Men Sena* 
tors, but upon great Recommendationsj fay* 

Inn r T‘U*t a Mah nu&ht to h* ruerv cnttfiJerAhU 


l him in this kind, but tenons ui srwwj tors. Due upon great iveeummenuations j iav- 
"i poo a Repute; forbidding all fuch as knew That a Man ought to be very confidtrable , 
to be otherwife, by the common 1 \fu worthy to be fo advanced \ and he never 
^ e i„,nrZu n“r him; for if he once dif- if adviced the Sons of infianchifed 


.... - fw* wort t>y to ve \o aavancea » ana ne never 

r^r’to come near him; for if he once dil- Ineithcr advanced the Sons of infianchifed 
* 1 t bem« it fhould coft them their Lives.! wrvanfe. fn ha tfrentlernen ; becaufe he Giri. 

STrefufed to be adored as Hehogabalus- waS)L, e w 
after the manner of the Kings of terfia. The^. 


d 


4*12 

Hit excel¬ 
lent Tern * 
ftr , 


The Life anti Reign of the VoU, 

He wasa Prince 6f that, great Temper, that 
he never fuffered his Servants tnpart with him 
when onee tftey were placed- He was fo cour¬ 
teous and fo gtacious to bvery'bbdy, that he vifi- 
Sd when fide, bis Frieridsj bf Whatever Condi- 
tion they Were. He ddfiredevery one to fceak 
their Sentiments freely to him, and he hear- 
Tcened to -Whit'they/^d pdtiehtly ; and or- 
dered things according to their Advices, as 
tniich'is in Juftice it Was pofllble. ' Ajnd if any 
thing by therh had A fo well* 
it bughf, he convinced theta tf it, but it was 
Without haughtinefs and Without bitternefs, 
He obliged’them all to fit down upon Chairs 
bv hlnf and informed hitnlblf always about 
the abfenu ln fine, his Mother Mammas 

ter of SMiw, of the Confular Order, and 
the GrJ-Daughter 

him his too great Civility, and told him, u 
Wahid bis Sovereign PdWtri and reared it it- 
fpicable ; to which' he anfWered, That tntk 
contrary it was the way to live long, and with 
Tafetv He faffed no day without doing fome- 
thirig that was fweet, obliging and pittas 5‘ta 
yet With that meafure, as not to exhauft the 
piiblickCoffers. 'Rarely a^Eftatwwerec^ 
fifeated into the Exchequer in his Timp. •» 
remitted the Tribute' to feVetal Cities; toward 
S publick Buildings He lenrMone^u 
of the Exchequer at four m the^hUndre 
And to a great many poor, he lent, g 
Money without ufe, to purchafe therfiftlve 
Grounds, under the condition of payulg 


Vol. I. Emperor Aiirel. Alexand* Severus. 4,13 

Debt only in the Product He added to his 
Captains of the Guards the Senatorial Dig- Hit Care 
nity, which had feldom or never at all been of bit Sot. 
done before in other times; becaufe it w^s diery* 
iriconfiftent then, to be a Captain of thp 
Guards, and a Senator, as Marius fylaximm 
hath often obferved. Blit ytyexandejr Sevfrut 
was willing that his Captains of.the Guards 
fhould be Senators for this realpn, , becjiufe no 
body fliould have the Power to judge a Sena¬ 
tor, but who was himfelf a Senator* He had 
the Mufter-Rolls of his Armies in all Parts, 
always in his Cabinet by him ; and when he 
Was alone, lie was reviewing their Accounts, 
Numbers, Actions, Officers, Stations, and Ap¬ 
pointments ; fo that whdre-ever they were, 
me had a perfect knowledge of them, and up-" 
bn occafion, he mentioned a great many of 
their Names. He kept a Regifter of all fuch as 
merited to be confidered for their Services. 

He refrefhed his Memory of things, by look¬ 
ing into his own Memoirs, in which he let 
down the dates, and who, and what every 
,one was, and upon whofe. recommendation 
promoted. He affifted the Convoys of the 
annual Provifion of Corn for the People of 
Rome in that manner; that whereas Helioga- 
balut had diflipated the Stores which were a- 
m ailed in the Granaries, he re-eftabliffied 
them again at his proper Charge and Expence. 

He encouraged the Merchants to come to 
Rome to Traffick, by allowing to them great 
Immunities. The quantity of the Oyl, which 
the Emperor Severn had gained to the City, 

Dd i but 
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.1. He hearkened to the Complaints of the Sol¬ 
diers againft their Tribunes, in that manner, 

WHI , . . .. )Ut ‘ that if he found the Tribunes in a Crime, he 

ting the Stores into the hands of Men, cor* punilhed them according to the Quality of it, 
rupted with all forts of Vice, he intirely re- w i t hout Favour. He made enquiry about all 
eftabliihed. He fet up a great many Me- f orts c f p er (ons by his feci et fervice Men, 
chanick Works at Rome. He tolerated the ff hom he continually employed, to others un* 

Jews, and the Cbriftians. He deferred fo much ^own. He kept his Slaves always in the 

to the Chief Priefts, and to the Quindecimvtrt, Cloaths of Slaves, his infranchifod Men in the 

and the Augurs, in Sacred Xhings, that alter Habits of Free men. He fufFer’d no Eunuchs He (light t 
fome Caufes of thht kind had been heard and , 0 b e j n an y places about himfelf, but left them the Hu- 
determined by himfelf he hath foffered thole t0 f erve his Wife in the quality of her Slaves. nuc Ji ‘ 
Perfons to re examin' them, and to decide reduced them to a certain Number, and 
them otherwife. Such of the Pendents ot jdfFeted them to have to do with nothing in 
the Provinces, as he found that he fhould truly ,j,e Court, but the Baths of the Ladies; where* 
efteem, being Men of Integrity,and Honour, as Heliogabalus, who was the Slave of thcfe 
and whofe Praifes,were not dire<fted by abpi- $I av es > liad preferred many of them to gieac 
rit of Faction, he always took in the Coach offices. He took from them even their an- 
with him abroad, and made them Rich Pre- t j enc Privileges; faying, They were a third Spe- 
fonts, faying, That as much as others who art (}(J ^ humane kind that ought not to be feen or 
corrupt in their Governments ought to be employed amongfi Men , and Jcarcely neither a- 

out and beggered ; theft deferve to be purcbajed mn g(p jy otmn 0 f Honour. One of them par- 
and inrichtd. The People of Row? petitioning t i cu i ar |y w ho had pretended to have an lnte- 
him to lower the Prices of Provifions, when ^ j n him, an d had received of aGentle- 
rhey were one time at an exccffive heighth; (nan a h un dred pieces of Gold to aflift him 
he asked what fort of Provifions particularly Jn | omet hing, he crucified for an Example up* 
they were, that they thought too dear. They 0fl t h e Highway. 

anlwered, Beef and Pork. Now he did not He changed feveral Praetorian Provinces in* 
think fit to fix a cheaper Puce upon them t0 denature of Praefidial Provinces, and di- 
immediately, according to the Letter or their ji 0 p e< j 0 f t he Proconfolar Provinces according 
defire ; bat in (lead ot that, he ordered, that ^ wi jj 0 f t h e Senate. He forbad the uie 
no body fhould kill a Sow, Pig, Cow or Hey 0 f m j xt Bac h s at Rom Q f both Sexes together, 
fer, under fuch an Age prefixc; And by this asthey h a d been forbidden formerly under the 
means, that which before was eight Pence a n . Qt h er pious Princes, till only Helio- 
Pound, was at length brought down to two Dd ; gabalus 

Pence. He 
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L..«i tfslinrrahalut had diminifhed, by 1 
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pabalus had revived them. H® (uffcrcd not 
the Tax upon the Pimps, Whdres, and-Bur- 
daffies to be returned into his own Cotters, 
but he afligned it towards the Reparation of 
the Theatre, the Cirque, and the Amphithe¬ 
atre He had fometime had the Thoughts of 
making a Law againft the TBurdalhes, as the 
Emperor Tbilip afterwards did. But he Was a. 
fraid that it would onty occafion more lewd* 
neffes to be coveted in private, Becaute Man¬ 
kind run with a greater guff upon fome things 
when they are denied them ; and the prohi- 
bition encreafes the defire to obtain. He im¬ 
peded a Tax upon thfe Diapers, Glajs makers , 
'fanners, Loekfritbs, Silver friths, Goldfrmtbs, and 
feveral other Crafts, out of Which he ordered 
the BathS to be fitted and maintained for the 
publick ufe of the People. He furnilhed the 
lame Baths With Wood and Oyl, for the 
Lamps in the Night, whereas before they were 
not ufed to be opened till Nine in the Mor¬ 
ning, and at Sun-fee were fliut up again. 

lc is not altogether true, what fome Perions 
have writ, that his Reign was without Blood. 
For as the Soldiers had given him the Name 
of Severn ; he made it appear itt the Corri* 
<5tions that he exacted, that he had not that 
r Name for nothing. He repaired the Works ot 
\cwX the antient Emperors, and added many neW 
W K ones to them of his own. Amongft which 
are the Baths of his Name, hard by choicer 
Niro, which are fupplied by an Aqueduct that 
carries al(o his Name at this day. He.added 
thereunto a Plantation of a Grove, in the 

place 
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place of a private Houle adjoyning, which.he 
blight; ana afterwards,exprelly puffed ip ; down- 
fjoji this pucooie., He finilhed. the Galleries to 
the Baths or Antoninus Cayacadns, and adorned 
that whole Work. He firft brought up the 
Alexandrian Work of Building and Paving with 
two forts of Marble together, the torpbyry and 
the Laeedamnian j with which he adorned 
the Court. He fet up feveral Colofluffes in the 
City, fafhipned by the hand of the moft excel¬ 
lent Artifts that he could procure from alt 
Parts. He made a. great many Medals with 
impreflfes of his Portraiture, fome of fine Brafs, 
but the moil of Gold. He forbad Wo¬ 
men of an ill Repute, of what Quality loever, 
to come to vific his Mother or his Wife. He 
made many Harangues to the People, in places 
about the City, as heretofore the Tribunes and 
the antient Confuls did. He thrice gave the 
People a Largefs, and thrice the Soldiers a 
Bounty; and to the Bread and the Corn which 
he gave to the People in their Largefles, he ad¬ 
ded Portions of Flelb. _ 

He brought down the Ufe pf Money to four & re- 
in the hundred, at the hands of the Money- 
changers, and the Ufurers themfelves. As for 
the Senators in this cafe, he nrft or all had or- 
dered that no Senators Ihould cake Ufe, un- 
lefs it was iome Prelent in the way of ac¬ 
knowledgment,tor having affifted a poor Friend 
in his NecelTity. But afterwards he allowed 
them to take a moiety of the Ufe, which was 
paid to the Ufurers; but then nothing in the 
way of a Prelent at all. He translated the 
Dd 4 Statues 
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Statues of the great Men, from all parts of the 
City, into the Forum of Trajan'. Paulus and 
Ulpiart were in fingular efteem with him, and 
the Captains of his Guards; * the latter had 
been always his Counfellor, and both of them 
Other of Afleflbrs to Papinian. He had built a Royal 
iPlft Structure of his Name, betwixt the Field of 
.tc mri{s. an j t jj e jj ars 0 f /tgripva, being one hun¬ 
dred Foot in breadth, and one thoufand in 
length, and fupported all by Columns; but 
however, he could not perfeCfc it,'became he 
was prevented by his Death. He beautified 
extremely the Temples of the Egyptian Dei¬ 
ties, Jfn and Serapss, rurnilhing them with Ima- 
. ges, and Veflels of the Marble of Delos, and 
with all the things belonging to the myftical 
Ceremonies of that Worfhip. He was entire¬ 
ly affectionate and pious towards his Mother 
Mammaa ; infomuch, that he gave her Name 
to fome Buildings which he added to the Pa¬ 
lace at Rome ; as alfo to a Royal Manfion, and 
to a Pond which he made at Baia, where they 
do Bill retain it at this day. In the fame place 
lie built other magnificent Structures, and made 
Ponds of a prodigious greatnefs ( by letting in 
the Sea, when he pleafed) in honour of his o- 
ther relations. The Bridges of Trajan he re¬ 
paired almoft in all places where they were; 
fome he built New nimfelf, but for thofe that 
lie had repaired, he dill continued upon them 
the Name of Trajan. 

He was fometime thinking to appoint unto 
every degree of Men,from Slaves to the higheft 
fylagiftrates and Officers of all forts, a particular 
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Habit, whereby they fhould be diftingoilh’d 5 
which he faid; would- be a Bridle, efpecially 
upon all the Slaves, and would keep them alfo 
from mixing and confounding themfelves with 
the Free-People; but Ulpm and Paulas did 
not approve of this, becaufe, they faid, it would 
be an occafion of a great deal of Mifchiof, 
fhould Men be eafily difpofed to quarrel. So 
then he judged it was enough, that the Order 
of the Gentry fhould be diftinguifhed from that 
of the Senators or Nobility* by the quality of 
their Gowns; the latter having their Gowns 
purled with Knaps or Studs, of. purple of a- 
larger fize, and the others with lefi» He per¬ 
mitted the Senators to wear within the City, 
againft the Gold and the Rain, the P<enula, 
that is, a Hanging Coat, which otherwife is a 
Veftment only proper for thefRoad; but how^ 
ever, he forbad the Dames to ufe the.like , fort 
of Wear, that is, Mantles within the City; but 
upon the Road, they might do, as they pleafed. 

He had a greater Command of theEloquence Bis At- 
of the Greek Tongue, than of the Latin; and he eatumnts 
made no bad Verle. He loved Mufick, and was vl r 
skill’d in the knowledge ofAftrology,which was 
taught and publickly profefled at Rome by; his 
Command. He was alfo very well verled in 
the Science of the Soothfayers, both as to the 
Entrails of the Sacrifices, and as to the Flights 
and Notes of Birds; infomuch, that, he out¬ 
did in thefe, the Bifcayners of Spain, and the 
Augurs of Pannonia. He was a Geometrician; 
he painted admirably, he fung very well', but 
yet never but in the hearing of his own Da- 

mefticks, 
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medids; He writ the Lives of the good Prim 
cea hii- predeceflbrs in Verfe; he played well 
upemthel Harp, Flute, and Organ rhe foun^ 
dedwell upon the Trumpet, only he did not 
make this to appear after he was Emperor. 
He was the beft at die Exetcifes, of the Body 
of.any. of his timethofe.of Aurasi bei» 
formed, perfcftly well; and how greataCap. 
tain he was, his Wars leave us no foom m 
doubt, in which he acquitted hnnfolf fo hap¬ 
pily, and reaped lb much Glom He was only 
Thrice plealedto accept the Genfulate, and 
then headways luhftituted mhe^ to hispUco 
with the fieft opportunity. He was a molt le^ 
vere Judge againft Thieves and Robbery with, 
all the rigour imaginable, he condemned them, 
and laid, Thar they were ordinarily the oceafm 
of all the Crimes that were daily committed » and 
that they were the only Vlagues and 
the State . A certain Clerk once having gwen 
in a falfe breviate to the Council, he ordered 
him to be cut into the Smews of his Fingers, 
fo, as never to be able to write again, and 
then to be banilhed for ever. He fee un G> 
Ioffuffes, and Statues, feme on foot and lome 
on Horleback, to the honour of the deihed 
Emperors in the Forum of Narva, with Infer - 
ptions upon Column, of Brils contmmng >11 
cheir memorable A&ions, after the, Example 
of the Marble Statues of the great Men, 
and the Elogiums of their L.v«, MrhKhApn 
{lut fet up in the farm* that bears hit Name. 
He delired to appear to derive the Origins of 
his- Blood from the « for he wu» 
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jliamed to be called a Syrian ; and was much- 
affronted by that Name, by the People of An* 
titch, Egypt, and Alexandria, whett ortce they 
called him, not only a Syrian, but a High* 1 
Prieft, and a Ruler df the Synagogue, as if 
he was a Jew tod. 

Before 1 give ah account of his Arms andhis 
Military Expeditions, I will here premife a few; 
things touching his particular Life,and his dome- 
flick Affairs. He had inhis privateOratory With¬ 
in the Court; that is, there-were indeed two 
OtatorieS there which he ufed,.but? this was the Hit dome- 
chief, and the holieft, thd Images of the feve- ft ,c r ^ De “ 
ral deified Emperdrs of the beft Note, and the 1 * * 
greateft Virtue, together with which he had 
the Images of other pious Souls, whom he fes 
fpe&ed as Qods; and among ft the reft, Apil- 
lottos Thyanatu ; and as a Writer of thofe times 
alio fays, C H R 1 $ It, Abraham, Orpheus, and 
(lich others, as likewife the Images of his own; 
Anceftors. Hither therefore in the morn¬ 
ing earlyj if he had the leifure, he came to 
perform his Devotions. But elfe, if he did 
not do this, he either took the Air in his 
Coach, or Went a Fifhing, or Hunting, or 
Walking, according to the quality of the place. 

After this, if ha had time, he bellowed him- 
M for a'good hour, to the care of the pub- 
lick Affairs, which indeed required fo much 
the lefs of his attention, as both the Military 
and the Civil Affairs were treated amongft 
his CouncellorS, Who were Men Holy and 
Faithful, and were never to be corrupted for 
Money; fo that their RefolUubns finally parted, 

unlefs 
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unlefs he had offered fotnething himfelf that 
was New. But yet if neceffity lo required, 
he was let down to Bufinefs in a morning be* 

' fore it was day, and continued in it many 
hours, and never thought the time tedious, nor 
retired either more to appearance, pleated or 
difpleafed, than \k came; his Countenance 
being always equal, and being of a Soul equal¬ 
ly contented with every thing that palled. He 
was certainly one of a great Prudence, which 
was not to be impofea upon in any thing; 
for though it were attempted with never to 
good a Grace, he difcovered it, and obliged 
the Author to repent of his Labour. 

After his application to the publick Buiincls, 
whatever it was, Military or Civil, heimpjoy- 
ed the.greateft part of his leifiire to Renting, 
mi a Mi- He read the Greek Books, and amongtt the 
ffim to reft, particularly thofe of the Commonwealth 
Learning . of Plato. When he read in Lattn, he delighted 
in nothing more, than the Offices of Cicero, 
and his Books upon the fame Subject ot a 
Commonwealth. Sometimes he read the U- 
rators and the Poets, and arpongft others par¬ 
ticularly, SeretiM Sammontcus, who was one that 
he had perfonally known, and had much 
loved. He was much pleaf?d with the Verle 
of Horace. He read very much alfo the 4 fe 
of Alexanitt the Great, whom he endeavoured 
to imitate; bjut in whom, he condemned lus 
Drinking, and his Cruelty towards his Friends; 
if yet thofe Imputations upon him are true, 
becaufe there are good Authors that do de¬ 
fend him, as to tne one and the other, to 
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whom this Prince gave a great Credit. After 
Reading, he moderately employed himfelf in 
Exercifes of the Body, as Wreftling, Tennis, His bodily 
Running, or Fencing. Then he was anointed, Bxerdjes . 
and afterwards put himfelf into the Bath, which 
was feldom or never a Bath of warm Water, 
but of the natural Waters of cold Baths, whefa 
he continued about an hour, Faffing, he drank 
about a Pint and a half of cold Spring-Water. 

Then when he had done with the Bath, he 
took a Breakfaft upon Bread and Milk, and 
Eggs and Wine. After this, when the hour 
of Dinner was come, he dined. Sometimes 
he deferred to eat till Supper, but for the moft 
part he dined. And he was often ferved with 
the Oglio , which was the great Difh of Hadrian ; 
and which Marius Maximus hath mentioned in 
his account of the Life of that Prince. 

In the Afternoon, he beftowed himfelf con- 
ftantly to the reading and figning of Letters 
and Orders to one part or other, in which he 
was attended by his Secretaries, and the Ma« 
liers of the Requefts; whom, if they could not 
conveniently ftand by reafon of their indifpo- 
fition,he permitted to fit down,whilft the Clerks 
read over to him the things that they had writ, 
to which he added with his own hand what 
he thought convenient, and changed fome 
Terms for others, that he thought were more 
elegant and more juft- After thefe were di* 
(patched, he admitted the Company of all his 
Friends together, and (poke to them all, but 
he faw none of them ever alone, but his Cap¬ 
tain of the Guards, and particularly Ulpiats, 


♦n 
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whom he Had always had near hjm, tp giye 
him Light in the knowledge that he prpfeffed 
' of the things that concern |Law and juitice. 
v if he admitted any other privately to him, yet 
it was by the introduction o\ JJl$\an. J^trgiL 
he faid, was -the Plato of the Poets. He had 
(he Images of him and Cicero, in his lecond 
pr Jefler Oratory, together with that of Acbfltt 
and others of other great Men. But for that 
ofiAUnanderMGreat, he had confecrated him 
amongft the Gods of his.chief Oratory, and 
the beft Perfons, whom he more especially ho¬ 
noured there. He never did an Injury to any 
of his Friends, ppr to any of the Officers ol 
State, or Servants of his Houfholdi Healways 
deferred the Judgment of particular Affairs to 
the Captains of the Guards. And a Captain 
of the Guards, he faid, who hath done any 
thing to deferve to lofe his place, ought ra¬ 
ther to befequred and arraigned, than t0 b? 
difmifled. Jf at any time he djfcharged anOl* 
ficer, he ordered it to be accompanied with a 
Complement, That .the State thanked him for hit 
Service . At the fame time he failed not to 
gratify him in that manner, that he might live 
afterwards a private Life with Credit. He fur* 
mfhed him with Grounds, Oxen, Horfes, Corn, 
Iron, Materials fo build bimfelf a Houfe, and 
Marble to adorn it, and Labourers to attilt 
him; Silver or Gold be feldonvgave to any, 
unlefs it was to,the Soldiers, faying, Jt would 
he a Crime in him , who woe the publick Steward 
of the People , to employ that in fuperfluitiet , ot 
upon the Vleafurct of bimfelf or other s t phtcb thi 
7r Trovincti 
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Provinces bad contributed to ferw the Nectjffitiet 
of the States ; 

He remitted the City of Rome the Duties Hit Kind- 
which upon oertain;accounts they were<to>pay nefito the 
into the Exchequer, and particularly the Duty cit * °f 
which they were to pay to him, according to Romc ‘ 
Cuffom, upon.the occafion of his elevation to 
the Empire. He conflicted fourteen Cura¬ 
tors to the feveral Quarters of the City,lout 
of thePerfons of the Confular Order, whom, 
together with the Governour of the City, ,he 
ordered to take the Cognizance of the Civil 
Caufes, in fuch fort, that all of them* or the 
greater part, fhould be prefent, when any thing 
was to be done. He diftribtued all the Vint¬ 
ners, Vi&uallers, Regraters, Hofiers, and gene* 
rally the Perfons of all Crafts, linto Companies 
•and Corporationsj to whom he appointed Go- 
yernours and Officers to judge in the Difpat- 
ches that might arife amongft them in the 
Matter of their feveral Crafts and Pi ofeffions. 

He never gave to the Players thofe 1 Gratuities 
which other Emperors have done. He made 
a difficulty to pay them their Salaries, and he 
took away from them the rich Gloaths which 
had been given them by Heliogabaltu. His 
band of Archers or Penfioners, who were a 
Guard ufed for Pomp and Shew, more than 
for Service, hecloathed, not with rich, but yet 
proper and convenient Habits, without fnper- 
fluity; nor were his Standards or other Royal 
Habiliments rich; faying, It was not for 4 Prince 
to feek bis efieem in fine Cleat ht , but to recom• 
mind his Reign by Attiom of Virtue and Bravery, 
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As for himfelf, ho wore she coarfe (haggei 
Coats of the Emperor Stflmm Sevr V"‘ ^ t 
Waftcoats all plain, with no other embroiaerv 
rf c“d at them, and only a Angle Border of 

_-U 


vents. 


lOr* P Tn his publick Entertainments, he knew not 
h» *f his what it was to be ferved in Vefle s ot bow. 

» ublicEn- HisCups were ordinary, but always very neat. 
main ‘ All the ? Silver*fervice of his Table, new ex¬ 
ceeded thequantity of two hun^Pound m 
weight, the Dwarfs of either Sex, the Je- 
fteif the Singers; the Adors, the Mimicks, 
hat had before retained to the Court, he gave 
away amongft the People. And for fuch of 
them as were of no ufe, he ordered them to 
be lent to places, where they were mamtain- 
cd at the publick Expence, becaufe theylhoiiU 
not be troublefome in the way of Beggars. 
The Eunuchs whom Heliogabalus had ma 
his great Companions in Lewdnelis, and had 
promoted them to high Offices, J® jf'J'VLjr 
Longft his Minifters, with this Order, that it 
for the future they did not return to good Man¬ 
ners; it ffiould be lawful for them to put them 
to death without attending the Authority of the 
Magiftrate. Women of a Licentious Life, ot 

whom he bed heard that tbe netnbet was pttKli; 
gtous, he ordered to be fold, and^the Burda 
fhes banilhed, with whom that 
lw had taken his infamous, and abominable 
Pleafures. Not a Servant in his time at a pub- 
lick Banquet appeared in a Coat embroiders 
with Gold. To his private Table, he admitted 
either Ulfien, or feme other Learned Men, 
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whole Converfation, he (aid, was not only a 
Pleafure to him, but it was Food to his Mind. 

At other times, when he eat alone, he had a 
Book with him upon the Table, where he read, 
and generally ic was Tome Greek Book, though 
he read alfo in the Latin Poets. His publick 
Banquets were performed with the fame fim- 
plicity as his private Repafts; and no diffe¬ 
rence but in the greater Number of the Ta». 
bles, and the Company; which fometime be¬ 
ing exceflive, it rather offended him; faying^ 

It was like Dining in a Plaj/’boufc, or in the Cirque. 

He took no pleafure to hear the Orators. 
recite Panegyricks, or the Poets Verfes in his 
own Praife; faying as Pefcenniut Niger had 
done, That it was an idle thing. But Orations 
or Verfes upon the Praife or the great Meni 
amongft the Antients, he heard freely, and 
was very well pleafed, when either they had 
Alexander the Great for their fiibjed, or fome His Re- 
of the excellent Emperors his PredecefTors, or foci for 
of the virtuous Perfonages of Rome in the an* Alexander 
tient times. He often went to hear the Rhe- * }e 0teaf * 
toricians, and the Greek and Latin Poets in the 
publick Schools upon fuch Subjects. He loved 
to hear alfo the eloquent Pleadings of the Ad¬ 
vocates at Law, whether before himfelf, or 
before the Governour of the City. It was very 
agreeable to him to prefide at the publick 
Games; particularly thole that are in the Ho¬ 
nour of Alexander the Great . He defired to be 
retired ordinarily after Dinner, and in the hour 
of his Levee. He never faw Pcrfons alone, as 
1 have faid, and it was for this reafon, becaufe 
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he had found, that they, to whom he had 
fometime granted that favour.had nufre- 
prefented their Convention with him to the 
World. Particularly Vetronm ™ 

one, who had very much abufed the Familia- 
rity, which he had treated him with. He 
dimonour’d the Empire of Alexander, as of a 
Man, that was fo ftupid and fo impertinent, 
that he governed him which way he pleated, 
and made him believe whatever he would; 
and this he pretended to make all the World 
believe, in order only to advance the Credit 
of hislntereft, and fo to Cheat them by the 
means out of their Money. But at laft^* 
lexander lurprifed him with this Artifice. He 
fent a Perfon to addrefs himfelf to him pub- 
lickly for fome thing* but afterwards to take 
him afide, and to pray him to fpeak fecretly in 
his favour: whopromifed him that he would, 
and afterwards alluring him, that he had done 
his Bufinefs to the Emperor, when really he 
had not fpoken one word to him about it, and 
acting the fame falle part over again a fecond 
time, and all the while exacting and receiving 
great recompences for his Services. The Em 
peror, who was made acquainted with all that 
* had palTed, cauled him tobeaccufed and pro- 
fecuted; and proving to him before all the 
World, upon Evidence, what Sums he had re- 
ceived, and what empty Promiles, and ralle 
Reports he had made to his Client to Cheat 
him out of the lame, he Condemned him to 
dye, and the manner of his Execution to be 

thus; that he Ihould be tied to a Stake, and 
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there be quite Imoaked to death with green 
Wood and Stubble j the Common Cryer in 
the mean time Proclaiming his Words were 
Smoak, and lb he dies with Smoak. For this 
was not the only Fadt of the kind chat he had 
committed. The Emperor for fear of ap¬ 
pearing Cruel, had made a particular forutiny 
into his Life before he Condemned him; and 
found that he often had received Money of 
both lides in Caules, whereof he undertook 
the Prote&ion; and had fold the Events of 
things, in which he had had no part, and 
taken Money of all, who had been admitted 
to the OfficTes of Prtctors, or other conliderable 
Charges in the State. 

With a great Retinue did this Emperor often 
{>0 to the Publick Shews; but he was extremely His M - 
fparing of his Liberality to the A&ors, and ration m 
laid. That tbofc Publick Charioteers, and Huntfmen * J,t L, ~ 
of the Cirque, and the Players of the Stage, ought an 
tobefo entertained, as we do the Servants, Iimtf- 
nen, Coachmen , and Jejlers of our private Families, 

In his Repalls he was neither Sumptuous, nor 
too Frugal: his Table was neither Iplendid nor 
mean; but very proper without anySuperfluity. 

His Carpets, fometimes trimmed with Studs of 
Purple or Scarlet; but never of Cloth of Gold j 
as Hehogabalus had ufed; and as lome lay be¬ 
fore him, it had been ufed by the Emperor 
Hadrian, In a word, his Table was lerved al¬ 
ways with great moderation. He indulged 
himlelf the mod: in Fruit. He eat very hear¬ 
tily, and lb did he allb drink; but without ex- 
oefs, He walked always in cold Water, and 
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in the Summer he drank of the Wine of the 
infufion of Roles; which was the only thing 
that he had retained, of all the fine Wines an 
Methods of the invention of Heliogabalus . 

It isobfervable, that he was every day terved 
at his Table with a Hare. Now there is an 
ufual faying with tome, that Eating of Hart 
will wake one fair for [even dap following \ X 
,t is fignified in that Epigram of Martial which 
he writes to a Lady, whom he calls Ge > 
who, always, (he fays) when Ihefent him a 
Hare, told him, how Fair it would make him 
for fo many days. To which he replies very 
Severely again upon her; "That if it was true, 
what (he faid , certainly (he bad never eaten of a 
Hare m her life. (Lib. 5. Ep. ?o.) So from this 
vulgar conceit, a Poet in the time or Alexan¬ 
der Severus took occafion to fay,in two or three 
Verfes, That as be was a Syrian born, it would 
be a Miracle to fee him fo Fair and fo Handfom 
as ht waS) if ht did Hot tat VtriifoH And Hah 
continually to wake him Jo. The Emperor being 
told of this by lome of his Friends, it is laid, 
That he returned this anfwer ; That fo forryt 
Toet was welcome to think him Handfome from 
any thing. But be only wijtid him to eat upon 
nothing but Hare, till it bad done as much fr 
him * and then he would envy no body. 

After the laft lervice, he drank once to the 
Health of his Friends, and the honour of the 
memory of Alexander the Great. Women he 
uled moderately; and as for the dilhonelt A 
mours of the other Sex, he was lo tree from 

them, that as I have already laid, he was lome- 

Utnei 
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time thinking to intirely prohibit them by 
a La\*v. He eltablilhed publick Magazines 
in alt the Quarters of the City of Rome ; whi¬ 
ther thole, who had not Conveniencies of 
their own to lodge their Provisions, might car¬ 
ry them, and have them lodged there with Safe¬ 
ty. He added Publick Baths to all the Quar¬ 
ters of the City, where before they were want¬ 
ing » many of which retain his name at this 
day. He built very good Houles to give them 
to his Friends; efpecially luch as had lived al¬ 
ways without reproach. He moderated the pub- 
lick Impofitions, fo that he brought them down 
to the thirtieth part of what they were under 
Heliogabalus. To which purpofe he founded a 
new Coin of the value of the third part of an 
Aureus , that is a Crown of Gold; and could 
he have moderated the Impofitions ftill more, 
he would have founded another new Coin of 
a Quarter Crown: but when he found that 
the publick Necefiides of the State could not 
admit a Fall lo low, he let that matter alone. 
The large Gold Coins of the value of two, 
three, four, ten, fifty, and lome a hundred 
Aurei a piece, which Heliogabalus had founded, 
he ordered to be fupprelled, and melted as 
Coins which particularly had this inconveni¬ 
ence with them, they put the Emperor upon 
occafions of lavilhing away more money than 
otherwile he would. Becaufe when his money 
is in lefler pieces, he can moderate his Bounty 
fetter as he pleales. 
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Not Cm- He feldom wore Silks, and Velvets never; Woollen; and his Breeches White.not Scarlet; 
ftuout in nor allowed them to any in their Salaries; nor contrary to the Cuftom of the Emperors be- 

Ins -dp- cave them in Prefents. He envied the Riches fore him, whole Mode had been Scarlet. 

foreh of none He aided the Poor : elpecially Gen- j The Jewels and the Pretious Stones that he 

tlemen that he faw were really decayed, and had,he fold; and put the money into the Trea- 

vet had not brought their misfortune upon f ury . faying, it was not for Men, to Wear Jew- 

themfelves by their Luxury, he always be- e ] s> He obliged the Princeffes Royal to con- 

friended as much as he could: giving them tent themfelves with one String of Pearl; Tome 

Grounds, Servants, Cattle, and UtennlS ror p en dants for the Ears, one Necklace of Pearl, 

Tillage. He viewed all the Habits hunlelr one Coronet, when theyafliftedat the Sacri- 

that he gave away to others,and often weighed gees, or Sacrificed themfelves j one Gown,Em- 

hisGold and his Silver. He gave to the Sol- broider > d w i t h Gold, and one Petticoat with 
diers Shooes, Boots, Breeches, Coats and not above fix Ounces of Gold. He did him- 
Cloaks. The Alexandrian Purple which is to f e jf the office of a Cenfor, upon the Man- 
exquifite, is fo called at this day from him; be- ners 0 f the Age , The Great Men imitated 
caufe it was his Dier that invented it. Not him> and the Lad i es 0 f Quality followed the 
that Alexander ufed it neither at all nimlelt; example of his Wife. Hediminifhed thenum- 
but it was a fine Wear for the Ladies, and he berof t he Officers of his Houffiold: in which 
obliged them to pay wejl for it. He often uled be made f uc h a Reform, that he retained no 
a Cloak of Scarlet; but yet in Rome , and in more Servants in any of the Offices than ne- 
tha Cities of Italy, he was always in a Gown. ce Qj t y required. And therefore becaufe his 
He never put on the Pratexta , nor tte Ton 3g rvant$ w6re f ew , and his whole Service of 
that is, Robes of State fo called, but silver that he had, was not above two hun- 
when he wasConful; and then they were the ^ed pound we j g ht, when ever he made any 
common Robes which are prelerved for the p U bij c k Banquet, he borrowed both Plate and 
purpofe in the Temple of Jupiter. Qnly, Servants of his Friends. He never admitted 
when he Sacrificed in the quality of the So? the Diverfions of the Stage-Players at hisBan- 
veraign Pontiff, then he put on alfo the Pra- quets H e diverted himfelf the moft in the 
texta. He loved plain Linen, without Em- Av j ar j es , t h a t he had built in the Court, 
broidery, with either Purple or Gold. For yp^ere he had Peacocks, Feafants, Pullets, 
the Purple, he laid, did but make it rough} p artr idges, and Pidgeons. Of the 

whereas the excellency of Linen is it fmooth; i atter particularly, it is laid, that he had to the 
iiels'- and the Gold made it worfe, that is fun. number of twenty thoufand. And becaufe 
His Stockins were always either Linen, or puffing fhould not be a burden upon 
* Woollen i E e 4 the 
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the Publick Stores, he had Servants that main¬ 
tain’d them out of the Profit that arofe from 


the Eggs, and the young that they produced. 

He often Bathed, both in his own Baths, and 
inthofeof tbeAntients, in Company with the 
People, efpecially in the Summer, returning 
from thence to the Palace in his bathing 
Habit, with only a Scarlet Cloak thrown 
over him, to mark his Dignity. His Run¬ 
ning Footmen were always lome of his 
Slaves: laying, a Freeman ought never to 
Run, but in the Sacred Games. His Cooks, 
His Or - Fijhermen, Fullers, and Bagnio-men, were 
tiering of always alio Staves; into whofe places, as they 
his Ser- f e i^ bought others. There were in all (even 
Treat of- Phyficians to the Court under his Reign: 
jicM' the chief of whom received a more extraordi- 
ry allowance. When he appointed any Per- 
lons to the Prefidentlhips of the Provinces, 
he furnilhed them according to the Antienc 


Cuftom, as Cicero calls it in his time, with 
Money and Neceflaries, that is, a President of 
a Province received in Silver twenty pound 
weight, eight Mules, a couple of Horfes, two 
Gowns, one wearing Suit, one bathing Suit, 
a hundred pieces of Gold, one Cook, one 
Coachman ; apd if he had never a Wife, he 
was allowed one Concubine: but then at his 


return he was obliged to reftore again all the 
Mules and the Horfes; and the Coachman 
and the Cook, retaining the reft, if he had 
comported himfelf well. But if ill, he was 
obliged to reftore fourfold; befides the Con- 
lcquencc of being Condemned for Embcsel- 

ling 
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ling the Piibiick Goods and Money, and for 
cheating the State; and in A&ions alio of 
Recovery, on the part of the particular Per- 
fons, by him unjuftly uled. 

The Laws, that he made, are infinite. He 
permitted all the Senators to have their Chari • 
ots, and their Coaches at Rome, filveredover: 
believing it to be for the Honour of the Ro¬ 
man Name, that the Senators of fb great a 
City Ihould appear abroad in Rich Equipages. 
The Confuls, the whole year round, whether 
the two firft appointed upon the Calends of 
January, whofe names wereentred upon the 
Records; or the others, the fecondary ones, 
who were appointed every two Months after¬ 
wards, were all Nominated and Created by 
him, with the Advice of the Senate. He re¬ 
gulated their Expend j and revived and Re- 
eftablilhed the days for their Elections, every 
two Months, in due Order. He ordered that the 
Quaeftors, at their entrance into their Offices, 
(hould make the accuftomed Prefents to the 
People, at'their own Expence; and that after 
their Quaeftorlhips, they fhould be raifed to be 
Pr aetors, and in Confequence to go to Admini- 
nifter the Government of the Provinces. He 
fufFered the Officers who had the Guard of the 
Coffers of the Treafury, to be furnilhed with 
Mony to make their Publick Shews to the 
People out of the laid Goffers: but this was to be 
done however with great management. He had 
it fometime in his thoughts, fo to difpole thofe 
Publick Shews throughout the whole year, that 
the People fhould be entertained with them 

ones 
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once in every, thirty days. Bur why he did 
not do it, is a thing that remains under the ob- 
fcurity of filence. Upon the feventh day of 
the Week, if he was in Town, he went al¬ 
ways for his Devotions to the Capitol. At 
other times he went often to the other Tern* 
pies. He was willing to have built a Temple 
unto Chrift; and had a defign to receive him 
into the number, .of the Gods, as it was alio 
iometime in the thoughts of Hadrian, it is (aid, 
to do; who had exprefly order’d, in all Cities, 
Temples to be built without Images; which 
at this day being left unfinifhed and uncon- 
fecrated are called the Temples of Hadrian : 
who had however difpofed them for this pur- 
pofe: but then he was hjndred from procee¬ 
ding any further by thofe who having con¬ 
futed the Affairs of Religion had found, that 
all the World would turn Chriftian,if this thing 
was .once fuffered, and the ;other Temples 
would be deferred. 

He made very pleafant Railleries ; and was 
of an agreeable Converfation ; and he was 
kind and gracious, in his Entertainments; iii 
which it was permitted to ask him, whatever 
one would, fie was intent upon the amafling 
of Money, Prudent in. preferring it s and In¬ 
genious to find it’ where it was; but however 
without doing ^prejudice to any. He would 
not be (aid to be a Syrian > but boafted himfelf 
to be Originally a Roman , by thofe from whom 
he had the Honour to Defcend; and whofe 
Genealogy he drew, in which he fhews, that 
hjs family was Descended from the Marcelli. 
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To the Rhetoricians, Grammarians, Phyfici- 
ans, Soothfayers, Aftrologers, Geometricians, 
and Architects, he appointed Salaries, and Pub- 
lick Schools to Teach in, and fent them Scho¬ 
lars, that is, Children of a free condition, but of 
little or no Fortunes > Ibr whole Education he 
allowed them himfelf. He deferred a great 
deal alfo in the Provinces to the Advocates at 
Law, and where he hath found, that they 
have Pleaded Gratis, which; a great many did, 
he encouraged them, and gratified them. He 
confirmed the Laws from year to year, and 
carefully kept them in his own Perfon. He 
went often to take the Divertifement of the 
Stage, and had defigned to repair the Theatre 
of Mamlluf. Tc feveral Cities, that had been 
defaced by Earthquakes, he allowed Money 
out of the Taxes towards the Rebuilding of 
their Publick and Private Edifices. He ne¬ 
ver employed but very little Silver upon the 
Temples, and not one Leaf of Gold > having 
always in his Mouth that Verfe of Vtrfius , 

- In Sacris quid facit Aurum ? 

That js, What fhould Gold do in facred mat¬ 
ters | 

I come now to fpeak of his Expeditions of 
War; which 1 (hall do in their order: And in 
the firft place I (hall obferve what his Guftom 
was, as to thefe, for things, that were to be 
held in filence, and others that he difcover’d. 

He never difcovered the fecret Defign; 
but yet the day that he was to march up¬ 
on, was two Months before Proclaimed in a 
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PublickEdift in theft w6rds; Upon ftneb a Day , 
end fucb an hour I (hall depart from tbts City \ 


Stations and Encampments in order; and 
marked the places, where he was to receive in 
Provifions/as Far as till he arrived upon the 
Frontiers of the Country of the ® a ^ a j ians ^ 
for from thence all things were hulhed, and 
all marched without the Barbarians being able 
to know the defign of the Roman Army. It is 
certain, that he never was deceived in any 
defign that he propofed; becaufc his Gounlels 
were never fold by his Courtiers; as all things 
under Heliogabalus had been by the Eunuchs; 
who area fort of Creatures that will be always 
Prying into all the Secrets of the Court, to 
the end to appear to be the only Perfons from 
whom nothing is hid; that they may obtain 
by that means what they defire; whether it 
is to (atisfie their Vanity, or their Avarice. In 
the mean time, in his Choice of Perfons to 
choice Of be either Governors, or Procurators, or Con- 
it buck trollers, or other great Officers in the Pro- 
officers, vince, he firft propofed their names to the 
People; and denied them, that if they knew 
any Crime of which they fufpe&ed and char, 
ged any of thofe Perfons to be guilty, he ihould 
be put to juftifie himfelf by certain Proofs; or 
otherwile anfwcr for it, with his Head. For 
it was not a thing fit, he laid. That the Cbri- 
Ilians and the Jews (hould do this for the recom* 
mendation of their Priefis , that are propofed to he 
Ordained > and that it ffiould not be done as to 

tilt 
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the Governours of Provinces , unto whom are 
commit ted the Fortunes and the Lives of fo many 
Mm. 

He appointed Salaries to thofe that aie cal¬ 
led AflefTours; attending upon the Governors 
of the Provinces: buc yet he often laid. That 
fucb Perfons efpeciaUy ought to be promoted to the 
Government of the Provinces , who know how to 
Govern by themjelves , and not by Ajfejjours: ad¬ 
ding, that the Men of the Sword have their Ad- 
ministrations proper to them ; and the Men of Let¬ 
ters theirs ; and fo every one ought to ail according 
to the knowledge that he hath. Treafiire that 
had been hidden and was found, he gave a- 
way amongft fiich as had found it: only if it 
was very much, he added fome of his Cour¬ 
tiers to them. He took their names down 
in Writing, and refrefhed his memory there¬ 
with upon any occafion, to whom he ever Hispru- 
gave any thing : and if he knew fome, that dent Li- 
had askt him nothing, or very little, whereby berahty. 
to augment their Fortunes, he (poke to them 
and laid, What is the matter , that you ask me 
for nothing ? Do you intend to make me your 
Debtour ? Ask me, for fear I flsould be reduced 
to be a private Man again, and, then you jhould^ 
complain of me. What he bellowed by way of 
Gifts,were Eftatesof Malefa&ors Condemned, 
excepting the Gold, Silver, and Jewels; for 
all that was remitted into the Coffers of the Ex¬ 
chequer. Then he di(j?o(edof the Offices in the 
Army, and the Governments of the Provin¬ 
ces, and other Civil Offices in the Provin¬ 
ces: where he changed his Receivers from 

time 
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time to time. Not one of them accomplifli’d 
a full year; indeed he hated them, though they 
might be Men of Honefty too; becaule, he 
(aid. They were ,Neceffary Evils. As for the 
Prefidents, Proconfuls, and Generals, he ne- 
ver made thofe by Favour, or with the (ingle 
defign to enrich them: but he made them ei¬ 
ther by tlyj Judgment of the Senate, or the 
beft of his own. 

His Care He difpofed his Armies in the time of an Ex- 
of bis Sol - pedition, fo that they received their Provifions 

Aiers - m the places where they rendevouz’d; without 
carrying with them Subfiftance for more thin 
(eventeen days; unlels it was in the Country 
of the Enemy, and there he alfo aflSfted them 
with Mules and Camels; laying. That he de¬ 
fied to look wore after his Aden, than bitnfelf ; be- 
cauft the Publick Safety was in them- He vi- 
(ited them (when Sick) in their Tents; even 
thofe of the lowed Ranks; and cau(ed them 
to be carried upon Waggons, and to be lup- 
plyed with all forts of Neceflaries. But if they 
were too Sick to Travel, he recommended them 
to the care of the good Houfekeepers, and the 
virtuous Women in the Cities and the Villages, 
where he palled; to whom he paid the Charges 
of their looking after, whether they recovered 
or died. . 

Story of Ovinius Camillas, a Senatour of an Antient 
Camillu*. Family, had once the Vanity, being conceited 
on that account, to think of Revolting, and 
letting up himfelf to be Emperor. Which 
being Difcovered, and certainly Proved to A- 
lexander Severtu , he lent lor him to the Court. 

Telling 
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Telling him, That he gave him Thanks, that 
be was fo willing to takg upon him the Care of 
the Empire ; how contrary foever it was to the Sen¬ 
timents of others , that yet were good Men. So 
he took him with him to the Senate, and cal¬ 
led him his Colleague. In the mean time Ca¬ 
millas was in the greated Confufion and R«. 
morfe of Conference. He received him af¬ 
terwards into the Court; and admitted him to 
his Table, and Habited him with the lame 
Imperial Ornaments, or better than his own. 
Then the War againd the Perfiant being de¬ 
clared, he asked him if he would go to it and 
bear him Company. They began their march 
together on Foot; Severtu, earnedly inviting 
him to bear the Fatigue with Patience. But 
after five Miles walking, Camillw tired; and 
then Severus ordered him a Horfe. After two 
days more march, he was tired again with his 
Horfe; and then Severtu put him upon a Car¬ 
riage.* but yet neither did this make him ea‘- 
fie: but whether it was with Fear, or that 
he truly defired no more of the Glory that 
attended thofe Travels; he Abdicated the Em¬ 
pire with all his Heart, and would rather have 
died than continued in it. Then Severus dif- 
mifled him, and fent him under a Guard, 
whom he defired to take a care of him. Home, 
to his own Houle in the* Country in lafety; 
where he afterwards lived a long time; but 
was at lad killed by the Soldiers, but yet with¬ 
out the Command of the Emperor, who had 
altogether gained his Heart, and bad treated 
him with lo much Humanity. I know very 

well, 
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well, that this hath been thought amongft the 
Vulgar to have been the Adion of the Em¬ 
peror Trajan. Bat fince neither Marm Maxi - 
mus hath taken any notice of it, nor F abm 
Marcellitm, nor Aurelius Verm, nor Statius 
Valent, who have all of them written the Life 
of that Prince : And on the contrary, unco 
Septimus, Acholm, and Encolpim, who have 
written the Life of Alexander Severtts, and^all 
others that (peak of him, have remarkedl this 
Action to be his; I hope that the Aurtionty 
upon which l alfo do fo, will appear to be of 
more Weight and Credit; than vulgar Fame, 
and any common Rumour of the People. 

He never fuftered Offices, to which belong d 
Power of Life and Death, to be fold: laying, 
He that Buyer, muff neeejfarily Sell again tn his 
turn. But I will have no Merchandt e made of 
the Towers of that Nature ; jhould I fuffer them, 
it would not be in my power to Condemn them. 
For I jhould be ashamed topunijh a Man that Sells 
as he Buyer, to make up bis Accounts. He made 
Ordinances touching the College of the Chief 
Priefts, the Commiffion of the gumdecimvsn, 
or fifteen Priefts for Religious Affairs, and the 
College of the Augurs; which merited to be 
He fa. received in the Senate. The Cbrtffiam r having 
vours the gotten into the PofTeffion of a certain Publick 
Chnfti- j^| ace f or t he Exercife of their Religion, and 
* nu on the contrary the Company of the Cooks 
and Victuallers claiming the fame, and pre¬ 
tending that it of right belonged to them; he 
decided the matter betwixt them by his Re- 

(dipt in thefe words; It u better rather than to 
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leave a place to the Cooks , to give it to Men that 
will Honour God in it , let it be in any manner 
whatfoever. 

With thefe great Qualities therefore both for 
Peace and War, this Emperor entred upon an ™erfL\ * 
Expedition againft Ttrfia ; in which he Com- Expedite 
ported himfelf with that Difcipliile, and chat on. 
confideration for the Dignity of the Empire, 
that it was laid, they Were more like (o many 
Senators, than Soldiers that he brought with 
him. Where-ever the Legions marched, the 
Tribunes, the Centurions, the Soldiers were 
fo quiet, fo model!, and (o belov’d for theiif 
Difcretion; and then the Prefence of their 
Prince was accompanied with fo many excel¬ 
lent Qualities; that the People of the Pro¬ 
vinces confidered him as a God. And cer¬ 
tainly the Soldiers loved him, as if he was their 
Brother or their Son ; and infinitely refpe&ed • 
him as their Parent. They were handfomely 
Cloathed, and nobly Armed: their Cavalry 
well mounted, and compleatly Furnifhed and 
Caparifoned : fo that to fee the Army of A- 
Itxander Severn?, it was enough to give one an 
leda of the Grandeur of the Roman Empire. 

He particularly, with all his Power, endea¬ 
voured to appear worthy of the name that 
he carried, and which is more, to furpafs the 
Macedonian of the fame: and laid, That there 
aught to be a great difference betwixt Alexander 
»/Rome, and Alexander of Maccdon. He had 
Companies in his Army, as that Macedonian 
had, that were aimed with Shields of Silver, 
and Shields ot Gold. He made a Phalanx, con- 

• F f lifting: 
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tiding of thirty thoufand Men, whom he 
called by the name of h« to 

whole means he did a great many Noble Ex¬ 
ploits in Ptrfia. This Pbalwxww compofed 
of Six Legions, who were all equally well 
armed, and for their great Services judged 
worthy to be all at double Pay after the end 

of the War of Perfia. ... 

The Royal Prelents, which were made tom, 
he bellowed upon the Temples; but Jewels 
he fold: becaule he thought it was anEttemi* 
mte thine to keep Jewels; which are neither 
fit to be given amongft the Soldiers, npr to 
be worn by a Man of Bravery. An Embalfc. 
dour having prelented his Wife, the Emprels, 
by him, with two Union of a great Weight, 
and an extraordinary Size, he ordered them to 
be fold; but there was no body to be round to 
come up to the Price. And for far that the* 
(hduld draw from the Emprels herlelr, an ill 
Example, if Ihe uled a thing that was not W 
be Purchaled, he Dedicated them to few 
for Pendants to the Ears of a Statue ot Venus, 
His Prote&our in his Minority \mUlptapi to 
whom his Mother Mamwaa was athrffaverlei 
but afterwards Ihe thanked him, when me 
faw that her Son had attained to be fo great 
an Emperor, by following efpeciaHy his G°un- 
fels, in the Government of himlelf and the 
State. And yet Ulpian laboured under the ill 
will of the Soldiers; and but that the Em¬ 
peror defended him, certainly they would of 
ten have murdered him in his Prefence. In 
ail his Marches, and all his Expeditions, he 
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dined and flipped in Publick, with his Tents 
open for all the Soldiers to lee him, which 
plealed them well. He eat the common fits Jlrift 
Ammunition Bread, and made the Round in tXjfeipliie 
every Quarter, and lutFered no one whatfo- 
ever to be ablent from his Colours. If in 
Marching any one had but ftepped afide to 
take the leaft thing from the Inhabitants of 
the Country, where-ever it was, he was ei¬ 
ther beaten with Rods in his pretence, or con¬ 
demned in a Muift; or if his Quality had let 
him above this, he reprimanded him himfelf 
publickly, to make him athamed, and laid. 

Would you be Milling that this fhould have been 
tone Upon your oWH Efiate, which you do to ano¬ 
ther's ? It was a great Exprelfion with him at 
all titnes, Do not that to another, which you would 
not that another fhould do to you ; whether he 
had heard it from the Jews or from the Chri- 
Ilians, he retained it well, and it was altoge¬ 
ther conformable to his Sentiments. There¬ 
fore he ordered it to be proclaimed by the 
common Cryer, when he corrected any Per- 
Ion. He loved it lo, that he made Inscrip¬ 
tions of it upon his own Palace, and upon the. 
publick Works. 

Having been told once that a poor old Wo¬ 
man had been outragioufly injured by a Soldier, 
ivho was by Trade a Carpenter, he not only 
calhiered him the Army, blit gave him to be 
the Woman’s Slave, to maintain her ever 
after, by his Labour. And though the Soldiers 
complained of this, he perluaded them all to 
(tipport with patience fuen an Example of Mi- 

F f 2 litary 
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licavv Difcipline, and at the fame time he made 
them to fear him. His Reign was without 
Blood in this Senle, that.he fpilc not the Blood 
of any one of the Senators, as the Grecian Hi- 
ftorian Herodian hath obferved; but yet he 
fhewed a great deal of (harpnefs, and of leve* 
riiy in his Reign ;• and efpecially, he was fo 
rigorous upon the Soldiers, that he often dil* 
carded entire Legions of them at a time; ne¬ 
ver fearing the Mutineers of his Army, be- 
caufe he knew that they could fay nothing a- 
gainft his Life, nor could reproach him, that 
the Tribunes or the Captains under his Au¬ 
thority, had ever retained any thing of their 
Pay from them. And when a Soldier it 
well cloathed and armed , bis Belly full, and fome - 
thing in bis Purfe, then , he laid, it is that he the 
moft fears you ; for it is NeceJJity that reduces 
Soldiers to all forts of Defpair. In fine, he or¬ 
dered the Officers of the Army to be waited 
upon by none but Soldiers, whole Number was 
limited; that is, he ordered, that there fhould 
be four Soldiers to march always before a Tri¬ 
bune, fix before a Commander, and ten be¬ 
fore a General. 

An in - Now to the end to {hew you his Severity, 

fiance of and how he carried himfelf in his Affairs with 
his flea dy ids Soldiers, it will be convenient to give you 
Seventy. ^ nQ j 1IS Harangues that he made to them. 
When lie was come to the City of Antioch , 
and lud been told one day, that fome of the 


Vol. I. Empero r Aurel. Aiexand. Sever us. 

ing known to the Legion unto which thofe 
Soldiers belonged, they were all immediately 
in a Mutiny. He called a Council of War, 
and the Prifoners being all brought before him, 
and all the other Soldiers Handing round about 
hint in their Arms, he fpoke thus; 

My Fellow Soldier*, 

I Hope, you will be eajily per funded to difallow 
with me, the things that have been commit¬ 
ted by fome of your Comrades. For the Difcipline 
if our Anceftors is what muff necejj'arily take 
face here, if we would preferve the State. For 
when once that Difcipline is loft, then adieu to 
the Glory of the Roman Name, and the Roman 
Empire. Nor is it to be fuffered, that Men fhould 
take the fame Liberties in my Reign , which late¬ 
ly they did under 'the Debaucheries which wen 
committed in the time of the impure Helioga- 
balus. Shall the Roman Soldiers, your Comrades , 
end my Fellow-Companions in Arms and War , 
drink, Bath, Whore, and live in all the foft and 
luxurious ways of the Greeks, and fhall I endure 
this long, and thofe there, [hall I not punifh them ? 

With this the Tumult increafed, and they 
Jet up a Clamour againft him. £ut he went 
on and laid; 

Nay, keep your Clamours to terrifies ycur Enemy 
in the Field , and beftow them not in vain upon 

_ ^ i % * - /I _ _ jC.il. 


with the Women of Pleafure, he ordered them 
all to be taken, and laid in Irons. This be¬ 
ing 


Soldiers had put themielves into the Baths there told imffhat rou°afftt> 


taught you Arms, have told you, that you are to 
cry out fo againft the Sarmatians, the Germans, 

F f % ' the 
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the Perfians your Enemies, and not againfi him 
who oat of the Contributions of the Provinces feeds 
you, and gives you Cloatbs, and gives you your 
fay . forbear then that favage Nosft, which ts 
only fit for Battel , lefi in a word , and in <f 
breath, this day I break you all, and fend you 
home to your Houfes, fcarcely with the Name of 
Romans.' For 1 how deferve ye, to be of the nun* 
her of the leaf of the Common People of Roms, 
unlefs you acknowledge the Right of the Laws 
of the Roman Empire. 

Here they began to grow worfe, and to me* 
nace him with their Swords. He went on j 

Threaten your Enemy, and turn your Arms a- 
gain) tbofe, if you are fo Valiant ; me you do 
not aff right with it: and flmld you kill here a 
jingle Man, the Empire , the Senate will not be 
wanting to me, the People of Rome will revenge me, 

They (till murmuring not the lefs for this, 
he cried with a loud voice, I disband you, bt 
gone, and lay down your Arms. 

After thele words, they all laying down 
their Arms, and dilcharging themfelves of 
their Military Accoutrements, by a wonder¬ 
ful Example, retired every one, not to the 
Camp, but up and down to the Inns, which 
was the firft time that he made it appear 
what his Severity could do. In fine, hi* 
Guards that had attended upon his Perfon. 
took up the Standards that the others had laid 
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dovvii, and carried them to the Camp, and 
their Arms were gathered up by the People, 
arid brought to the Palace. 
this Legion Which he had thus calmer d, in 
thirty days afterwards, Upon Interceffiort made 
for them, before he fet forward to engage the 
Perfians, he reftored again to the lame Rank 
Which they had held before m the Army; 
and the Bravery which they in particular jhew- 
<td upon that occafion, in which they did Won¬ 
ders, was the great thing that gained him the 
Victory; Some of the Officers, in the mean 
:ime, he had not fpared to pumffi with death, 
jecaufe k had been by their negligence^ that 
the Soldiers had beeri fo debauched with the 
Pleafures of Daphne ,, and becaufe they had 
not taken the Gare that was fufficient to have 
bindred this Sedition ot the Army. 

He marched from the City of Anttocb to give 
Battle to the P«r/fo»., well provided, and with 
.rear magnificence. Anmrxti, the molt Po- Hi ih- 
rSof pV.came againft him 
feven hundred Elephants, one thouland and 
eieht hundred armed Chariots, arid a Body 
of Horle of many thoufands. But the Vi&ory 
was on the fide of the Rmm hmperor, who 
in the Fiehc vifited the one and the other 
Wing, and encouraged the Soldiers, and was 
often within Perils himlelf, and fignalized his 
Valour with his own hand. After which, h<? 
returned again to Antioch, and made his Army 
rich with the Booty that they took, and the 
Depredations that he permitted the Tribunes, 
the Captains, and the Soldiers to makeups 
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the Provinces of the Enemy. Th & Perfians 
then firft began to fubmit to the Dominion of 
the Rowans. But becaufe the Kings of Perfsa 
{hink it an Indignity for thole that belong 
to .them to be made Slaves, he lent their Ran- 
loins, and the Pri(oners were reftored, and 
the Money given either to (iiqb as had taken 
them Priloners, or elfe put into the Trea* 
fury 

After this noble Expedition he came to Rome, 
He tru vvhere he received the honour of a Triumph, 
wv r 3S ‘ performed with great Magnificence, and then 
he made this Speech to the Senate upon the 
occafion; which I have taken out of the Jour¬ 
nal of the Senate, upon $$ fevqnth d?y of the 
Kalends of Oftobtr. 


Fathers of the Senate, 


W E have vanquified the Perfians, ctnd we 
have no weed of any great Eloquence to 
recount the particulars to you. Tots way pleafe 
only to know, what their Arms were , and hew well 
provided they came. They came with (even Hun¬ 
dred Elephants , and this ts the firfi time that 
we have ever fecn in the Field fo great a Num¬ 
ber ; and thefe carried Towers upon their backt 
full of Archers , and Loads of Arrows. Three 
Hundred of thefe we took, Two Hundred more 
were killed upon the place and Eighteen we have 
brought hither with ns. Then they had Eighteen 
Hundred Chariots , armed with cutting Scythes. 
V/e could have brought with us of thofe Chariots, 
Two Hundred , whereof the Beajts were killed. 
But however t , we thought jit to forbear that, b$ : , 

' ■ t • • cau j- 
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caufe it is an eafie thing to make them mfelves. 

We have cut in pieces an Artriy of a hundred 
and twenty tboufand Horfe 5 and ten tboufand 
Compleat Cuirajflers, with Whof tSpeilt .webave 
armed our Men . We took a great number of the 
Perfians Prifiner), whom we have fold , The. 
Country of Melopotamia, betwixt the, two Ri¬ 
ven of Tigris and Euphrates, which had been 
fo neglefied by my Impure. Prodeceffour, Helio- 
gabalus, we have Re conquered and received in¬ 
to our Qbedience. We have put the rUofl Potent 
ICing Artaxerxes, as he is etititultd ; but who is 
fo in ejfefi, as well as by Names t0 flight- The. 
Country of Perfia beheld him flying ; and in the 
fame place , where the Romans heretofore in the 
defeat of Craflus lofi their Banners, the Perfians 
now have left Us theirs. Tod fie , Fathers of the 
Senate , what we have Atcbieved ; the SuHjeft 
needs no Eloquence to adorn it. The Army is come 
home Rich. None think their fains too great,* 
that Conquer . It is for you to appoint Pub lick ■ 
Thankfgivings to be made upon this occafion j to. 
the end that we may not fetm ungrateful to the 
Gods for the fuccefs of our Arms. 

* The Acclamations of the Senate followed. 

The Gods prefirve our Emperor , Alexander, 

C onquerour of the Perfians. We Congratulate 
your May efly , your mofl great Vi fiery > your Ma- 
jejly hath merited mofl truly the Name of Con¬ 
queror of the Perfians and Pat thians. The Gods 
five you. We behold your Trophies. We fee your 
Fi fiery, All thanks to our young Emperor; the 
' Father 
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Father of hit Country i our Sovereign "Pontiff, 
By you we will hope for Viffery over the Ger* 
mans. By you we will hope for Vittory from 
all Parts: Tour Majefty taker the Way to Cm 
fuer. Tote Command too Soldier^ The Senate 
it enriched. The Army is enriched. The People 
of Rome are enriched hy your Majefiy. 

Then the Senate Adjourning t he went from 
thence to the Capitol: where haying per* 
formed the Sacred Ceremonies, and Dedicated 
to the Temple of Jupiter feme Armour of the 
Terfians to be hung up there, he fpoke to fhi 
parpofe to the People. 

Citizens and Commons of Rome, 

I Have overcome the Perfians, and my Ai<>, 
it returned Rich home with the Booty that t 
have made. We promife to give you a Larg ti¬ 
nted to Morrow we will giVe you the Gam 
the Cirque, on the occafmof our Conquefls. 

This is the account of this Expedition, t 
I have found upon the Annals, and ' . \ 
Works of many Hiftorians.i And as for •< V 
fome fay, on the contrary, That He j. 
frayed. by a Slave , and dnjtead of Conquer¬ 
ing Artaxerxes, fled , for fear of being Con¬ 
quered himfelf ; or particularly what Hero- 
dian fays. That Artaxerxes loff bis Army hy 
Famine, Cold, and Sicknefs ; in which Opini¬ 
on he is very fingular, I leave them to be 
contradided by the Judgments of aU fuch as 
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have Read, and are heft acquainted with this 

^ After all thefe things, foil of Glory, a* 
companied by the Senate, the Order of the 
Gentry, and all the People, through Crowds 
of Women and Children on all (ides, and a- 
hove all the Soldiers Wives; contemplating 
bis Prefence and his Meen, andobfervmg him 
as he paffed with, admiration. He marched 
from the Capitol to the Palace, on Foot; fol¬ 
lowed by a Triumphal Chariot, drawn by lour 
Elephants. He was fo bom up in the Hands 
of all People s that he force fit»W 
Space in four Hours, and from all fide, the? 
cried,how happy is Rome in fuch aPnncu The 
following day, was fpentinthe Games of the 
Cirque, and the Diverfionsof the Stage. And 
then he gave the Poor a Largefi» and Efta- 
bliihed Penfions for the maintenance of the 

Children of the Poor, according to an Ex- 

ample of Antoninus Pm \ and in the Honour 
of his Mother Mammas, thofe Children were 
called the Children of Mamrnsa. 

The Affairs of the Province of Mauritania J 
Tngitana in Barbary had been in the mean < 
time very fuccefsful under Furim Celfm ; as 
were thole of the Province of lllyntumun- 
der Varius Macrinus, his Rinfman; and thole 
of Armenia under Junius Palmetm : fo that 
from all places they lent him Otters, Crown¬ 
ed with Lawrelss which being pubhckly Read 
to the. Senate and the People, he found him¬ 
felf adorned and faluted by all the Titles that 
could appertain to him. Therefore as^ior 
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Men that bad behaved themfelves fo well in 
the Provinces, committed unto their Govern¬ 
ment, and yet had never been Confuls, he 
appointed them the Honour of wearing the 
fame Marks and Ornaments, as thofe that 
had. He put them into Eftates, if they were 
Poor and advanced in years» and gave them 
Places in the College of the Priefts. He gave 
the Captives that he had tqade of divers Na¬ 
tions, amongft his Friendsi uhlefs they were 
of Royal Blood, or of more than Ordinary 
Quality t and then he Deputed them to the 
Services of War, but in no great Polls. The 
Lands of the Enemy, which were Conquered 
upon the Frontiers, were given by his coqfent 
amongft the Officers and Soldiers; under a 
Condition that their Heirs after them Ihould 
be obliged to take to Arms; and that thole 
Lands Ihould never come to Perfqgs of ano¬ 
ther Condition i becaule he laid, that the 
thoughts that they were to defend their own 
Eftates, would make them fight more freely; 
He furnilhed them with Cattle and Servants, 
neceflary for Tillage: left either through the 
want of Hands, or the Old Age of the Pol- 
fellors, the Paid Places Ihould come to be a- 
bandoned again, which he thought would be 
a thing very mameful. 

After thele things, forafmuch as he lived 
in a great love and efteem of the Senate and 
the People, they were unwilling to let him 
go to the War againft the Germans, although 
they all hoped for Vuftory from his Arms. 
Gallia was at this time inceflantly ravaged by 

the 
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the Incurfions of that People : which was a 
matter of great trouble to the State, and to 
himfelf; and that which yet encrealed their 
refentments, was, that after the redu&ion of 
the Country of Mefopotamia , and the defeat 
of the Forces of fo great a People as the 
Perfians , the Nation of the Germans Ihould 
now menace the Heads of the State, which 

J et had been always fubjedl to Emperors, that 
lad not Reigned with fo much Glory. So he 
enterprifed this Voyage by great Marches, and 
all the Soldiery were very much pleafed with 
it. But yet meeting again in Gallia with feme 
Mutinous Legions, which he rejected; and 
the Gauls being of a Temper to be hot and 
fierce, and often troublefome to their Em¬ 
peror's, they could not find themfelvesdifpofed 
to fupport a Treatment which was fo fevere, 
efpecially after fo (oft a Reign as that of He- 
liogabalus ; And whether that it was they, or 
Maximin that had let Aftaffines upon him, he 
was killed at a Village called Cecil , in the Pro¬ 
vince of Bretagn > not by a confent of all, but 
by a party of Soldiers, who took their oppor¬ 
tunity to do it, when he had few Perlons a- 
bout him* At the fame time they inveigh’d 
outragioufly againft him and againft his Mo¬ 
ther ; as a Covetous Woman, earnefl to a- 
mafs Riches; and by whofe Counfel he had 
adted in all things. He Reigned thirteen years 
and nine days; and had lived twenty nine 
years, three months and (even days, And his 
Mother Mmmaa was killed with him. 

The 
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Omens of Xhs Signs that forC' rail his death j were 
his Death, thef©- Upon the Anniverfary of his Birth¬ 
day, as he aflifted at the Sacrifice, the Beaft, 
which was the Vi&im, betook itfelf to its feet, 
and would have efcaped in it9 blood: and 
milling into the Company , where the Em¬ 
peror was, it left fome of its blood upon his 
Robes. A large and old Laurel, at a certain 
place where he parted to the War, dyed On a 
fudden. Three Figtrees, to which his Tent had 
been fattened, and which were of thole fort, 
that they call the Alexandrian Figs, dyed alio on 
a fudden. A Woman, that was a Druid cried 
after him in her Language, You may go j but 
never hope foe Victory, nor truft to your 
Army* He began an Harangue, that he made 
to hie Soldiers, before he went to leek the E- 
nemy, with thefe fatal words; The Emperor 
Heiiogabalus having been killed. But all thefe 
things however he mightily delpifed; and put¬ 
ting himfelf upon his March to meet the Ene¬ 
my, he was killed at the Place above-men¬ 
tioned. . 


He had Dined that day, as it was his Cu- 
ftom to do, PubKckly, and had eaten of the 
common Bread, and Provifions of the Army; 
nor, when his Tent was fearched and, ran- 
fackr, was there any thing extraordinary found 
in it. After Dinner, as he had repofed him- 
lelf to Sleep a little, which was about the hour 
of One, a Spy of the Conlpirators, that be¬ 
longed to the Guards, had entred into his 
Tent, and had found him awake; but every 
body elle afleep: and the Emperor feeing him, 

(aid; 
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laid ; What is the matter, my Friend: any News 
of the Enemy ? The Man withdrew to his Gon*> 
federates, and fpurred them on to the Enter- 
prife, by the excellency of the Opportunity, 
which offered itfelf. So a great number of 
them immediately broke in, and cutting off 
every one they found, they came to the Em¬ 
peror, and ttruck him feveral times through 
the $ody; of which he died inftantly. Some 
fay, that there was not a word fpoken; but 
only the Soldiers cryed to him. Away with 
you! Be gone. 

Maximin, who focceeded him, and whan 
carried on the War againft the Enemy ferved 
hiraielf, for that purpole, of all the Military 
Preparations of this Prince. Amongtt the 
reft, efpecially of all the Auxiliaries of the 
Armenians, Mefopotamians, PartMans, and others 
out of the Eatt; becaufe being excellent Ar¬ 
chers, none were of greater ufe againft the 
Germans, than they. 

His contempt of Death had Ihown itfelf 
not only in that fiercenefi, with which he had 
always humbled the Soldiers; but alfo in this* 

That when Thrafybultss an Aftrologer, who 
was his particular Favourite, had told him; 
that his Fate was to dye by the Sword of the 
Barbarians, he was glad of it, in the Opinion 
which he had, that he was like to dye in the 
Field of Battel; which he thought a death wor¬ 
thy of an Emperors Then he argued upon it, 
and obferved, what excellent Men in all times , 
have died Violent Deaths, in which number he 
recounted the Great Alexander of his own 

name; 
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name; VomM, Julius Cafar, Dtmofibenes, Ci¬ 
cero, and other famous Perfonages; lo that he 
defired no greater Honour than to die in the 
Field of Battel. He believed that it would 
make him comparable to the Gods. But he 
miftook the Prediction, for he died not in the 
Field of Battel; although it Was in the time of 
a War, and yet died by the Sword of a Bar - 
barian. For that Spy, who had firft broken 
into his Tent, was a Girman, and one that 
killed him. 

The reft of the Army were fenhbly touch¬ 
ed at his death, and revenged it upon the 
Authors of it: and the People of Rom , all 
the Senate, and all the Provinces never re¬ 
lented any thing worfe. Nor were they left 
aftonilhed, when they heard that he was fuc- 
ceeded in the Empire by Maximin, and his 
Son. Wherein all the World judged very well 
the hard neceffityof hisDeftiny; oecaule they 
law a Man railed to his place, who was of no 
Birth nor Breeding, and whofe grofs Rufticity 
gave them an occalion to apprehend all things. 
The Senate Conlecrated him a God ; and a 
Monument Was Ere&ed to his Memory in Gal¬ 
lia, whilft his Body was interred in a molt 
Noble Sepulchre at Rom. His Priefts were 
appointed, as hkewife his Feftival; which is 
at this day Celebrated with great Pevotion. 

' But lome pretend to (ay,that the occalion of his 
Murthcr was; becaule by his Mother’s advice ■ 
he was for quitting the War againft the Ger¬ 
mans, and for returning, out of Vanity, with 
her again into the Eaft< But to lay the truth, 

1 take 
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I take this to be nothing but a Fi&ion of the 
Creatures of Maximin *, to the end, that it 
Ihould not be thought that lo very good an 
Emperor had been killed by their Friend, con¬ 
trary to the Laws of God and Man. 

Hitherto the Empire of the People o FRome, 
hath had for the moft part Princes, whole 
Reigns have been in their duration lome- 
thing conliderable. But after Alexander Seve¬ 
rn arofe many, who as they had haftily rulht 
in, fo they were as haftily, one after another, 
driven away from the Throne again. For 
fome Reigned half a year: lome a year: o- 
thers perhaps reached to two years: but three 
is the moft, till we come to thole Princes who 
far extended the bounds of the Empire; I 
would lay Aureliari, and thole that follow ; of 
whole Lives, as much as we can find Co be 
faid hereafter; we lhall not fail to write and 
publilh it. 

That which is Condemned in Alexander Se- Faults of 
vtrus, is; that he denyed his Native Country, Sererm, 
and would not at all pals for a Syrian ; that he 
loved Money ; was extremely Sufpicious; 
invented many new Taxes; defired to appear 
as another Alexander' the Great ; was too le- 
verc upon the Soldiers; and was too inquilitive 
into the Affairs of particular Perlons. But as lor 
thofe who deny, that he had not been Created 
a C afar by the Senate, # but by the Soldiers; or 
that he was the Coulin German of Heliogaba• 
lus\ they are greatly miftaken ; and to fee 
their error, let them perule, as we have done, 
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the Hiftorians of his time; efpecially Acholm } 
who is very particular upon him. 

Tdur Majefty > 0 mo ft Sacred Conftantine, is 
pleafed many times to ask; from whence it 
comes, that a Stranger and a Syrian did make 
fuchan excellent Prince; when such a great 
number of others of Roman Blood, and out ol 
the Provinces of the Empire, that have Reign* 
ed, have been Wicked, Impure, Cruel, Ab. 
left, Unjuft and Diflolute.. I humbly dehre 
therefore your Majefty to obferve, as to this; 
that according to the Sentiments of good 
Men, Nature which is the Common Mother 
of us all, is fufficient to Ad in this fort, and 
fo he might be Born a good Prince. But be¬ 
sides, he had an Example immediately before 
his Eyes, of a very ill Prince that was killed, 
and after his Death difhonoured ; and the 
fear which is fuggeftcd by (uch a Fate, could 
not but have an influence upon him, to make 
him better. But becaufe thefe Realons are a 
little remote, and too general, and I am fen- 
fible, that I ought to fuggeft the Truth to Your 
Majefty, I (hall refer my felf to your Royal 
Goodnefs, and your Clemency, in declaring 
what at leaft 1 have read upon this SubjeA 
Your Majefty remembers very well, what no 
doubt you have (een in Marius M&xirnus ; that 
a State in which the Prince is himfelf bad, but 
his Counfellours good, is in a better Conditi¬ 
on, and in much greater Safety, than when the 
Prince is good, but his Counfellours are bad. 
For certainly one ill Genius may very well be 
Amended and Corre&ed by many, that are 
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good. Rut a great many, th^t are all bad, 
will never be Corrected by one, let nim be 
never fo gpod. Add this is what was once 
(aid by Homallffs, unto the Emperor Trajan; 
where he dom pared the Examples pf Claudius 
and Dgmitian, with one another. Jjptmuan, 
he (aid, was a very ill Prince, but yet /iq had 
Counfellours that were good. Claudisft was 
not fo ill a Prince as Dontitipn \ but jh/s Coun¬ 
fellours were bad. But yet Claudius was of the 
two the moft hated in his time. And certainly 
It is always better to fpfFer under the weight 
of one that is bad, than under many. 

But to return to my purpofe. If is true, that 
Alexander Severus was a very excellent Perfon 
himfelf;and waS alfb direct ed by the good Coun- 
fels always of his Mother, who was a very ex¬ 
cellent Woman; which lalf thing alone is cer¬ 
tainly a great Argument of his goodnefs. But be- 
fidesall this; he was ferved by Councilors who Character 
were If oly and Venerable Perfonages: without °f bis 
Malice, without Faction, without Knavery, Coun fd- 
without inclination to Evil, withoutAnimoli- or> ‘ 
tyagai.nft the Virtuous; without JQifloluccncfs, 
without Cruelty, without defigtipf Surprifing, 
hr Mocking, or making a Property of their 
Prince. Buc full of integrity, Venerable, 
Continent, Religious, lovers of their Prince,; 
they expofed nothing that he did; nor fuf- 
fered it in otners : they made a fecret Gain to 
them (elves in nothing; they falflfied nothing 5 
they Diflembled nothing; they never betray¬ 
ed him) and they loved, and advanced his 
Reputation. Add to this another thing, that 

6g >' he 
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he Banifhed the Eunuchs from his Counfels, 
and his Service; as being the only Creatures 
who ruin Princes. For it is they, that have 
put them upon the living after the Examples of 
Foreign Nations; and the Mode efpecially of 
the Kings of Perfta ; that fbw Divifions be¬ 
twixt the beft Prince and his People ; that are 
Spyes from fide to fide; and report an anfwer 
contrariwife often, than it is given, and keep 
their Prince lock’d up, and carry all things fo 
(ecretly, that he knows nothing. For being 
but Slaves bought with a Price, how ihould we 
expert better From them ? No, (aid Alexander 
Severus, My Captains , Confuts, arid Senators, 
(hall never lye at the mercy of Slaves , that are 
bought and fold. 

I am lenfible, Great Sir , of the danger 
which there is in (peaking thefe things before 
an Emperor, who fhould rdpofe himfelf in 
fuch hands as thefe, and Ihould be the Slave 
of thefe Slaves. But our Felicity is, that as 
(oon as Your Majefty had well underftood, 
what Mifchiefs thefe Peflsdo bring along with 
them, and how they Circumvent the Princes 
whom they (erve; You, out of your Royal 
Care to the Interefts of the State, have re¬ 
duced them to that pafs, that you (uffer them 
not to continue within your Houfhold; not 
i(b much as to be your Menial Servants. 

Another eminent thing,’ which Contributed 
to the Felicity of Alexander Severus , is this 5 
that he (aw no one at the Court alone, un- 
lefs it was his Captain of the Guards, and par¬ 
ticularly Ulpian . For otherwile he had al¬ 
ways 
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ways Company prefent; to the end, to give 
to no Perfon whatfoever an opportunity of re¬ 
presenting their Convention with him falfly 
to others, nor of fpeaking ill of others to 
him. Efpecially he did this after the Cor- 
region, that he took of Turinuss who had 
often vaunted of (peaking things to him, which 
he never did; and of receiving anfwers from 
him, which he never gave him; and this, only 
to (queeze Money, and enrich himfelf by that 
means out of the Pockets of his Clients; 
though at the lame time he made a Cully and 
a Fool of his Mafter. 

To all which we muft add, that if Alexan¬ 
der Severn had found, that either his Coun- 
(ellors or his very Relations had done ill, he 
puniflied them ; or if the Obligations of his 
former Friendlhip with, or his nearer. Alliance 
to them, did not fuffer him to punifli them; 
yet he lent them from him; and (aid. The 
whole State is dearer to me than thefe. 

Now if your Majefty pleafeth to know by 
Name, what Men they were, whom he called 
to his Counfels, this is a Lift of (ome of 
them. 

Fabisss Sabinus , the Son pf another famous A Lift of 
Sabinus ; a Perfon of (ublime Virtue ; and his Com- 
the Cato of his time. 

Domitius Ulpian t a moft Eminent Profeflor 
of the Law, 

Antoninus Gordiams, the Son of the Emperor 
Gordiams , and afterwards Emperor himfelf, 
a Perfon of great merit. 
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Julius Tattle, a moft excellent Profeflor 
of th^ Law. 

Claudius Fenatus, An Ofdtour of a profound 
and diftofed Eloquence. 

Pomportm, an Eminent Profeflor of the 
LaW. - 

Mphehtte. Afmanus. 

Florentine. Marti anus. 

CdlliJlratuj. Htmogenes• 

VtnuUie, Tripkoiim. 

Mat Units. Ctlfus. 

Vroculus. Modeftinm. 

All Profeflors of the Law, ahd fortietime 
the Scholars of the moft Renowned Papinian. 
They all were the Familiar Friends of this 
Prince» aS both Acboltus and Marius Maximus 
afltire us. 

C atilius Severn, his Kinfman, a very learn¬ 
ed Petlon., 

i/Elius SPrentunus, the moft Holy Perfon of 
his time. 

Quintiim Marcellas , than whom all Hiftory 
does rtot afford a better Perfon. 

All thefe therefore, and others, to them 
fuitable, being his Counfellors, and unani- 
rnoufly Cohlpiring to the good 6f the State, 
what could there be done Or imagined to hurt 
it i It is true, that in thfe beginning of his 
Reign, for feme days a multitude Of til Per- 
f'ons, of whom the Court was full at the dOath 
of fceltcgafalut, had neglected no means to 
engage his Affeftions in their own favoUr. 
But hts early Prudence dffcoVcred them • Hi 
• nipt 
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nipt them in the Bud, and drove, them all £rom 
him ; and then formed himfelfa Council of 
fuch Holy and Upright Members, hat They 
very much guided him, who was otherwife a 
Stranger, and a Syrian, to be that good 
Prince that he was. Whereas, on the con- 
trary, thofe ill Princes, whom your Majefly 
hath obfsrved to have been Romans , labouring 
under the misfortune of ill Councils alfo, that 
made them yet woi fe; we Have them deliver¬ 
ed down to us, heavy laden with a Burden of 

Vices, ofthofe of their Counfellours, and thole 

of their own. 


finis. 
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81. in the marg. dele hi* Wife. f. 87. /. »i. r. Cities, 
Temple* alfo. He. /. 9 6 . in the marg. v. Honour done to 
hi* Wife. p. 1x5.1. 2 - 3 - dele Tho’. p. 147. 1 . ft. far Coach 
r. Couch. /. 147. /. 8. dele without Order*, and r. unlaw¬ 
fully. p. 164. /. 4. for virllil r. virifq; /. 222. /. *7. for this 
»•. their, p. 15a. /. 11. after him add ; p. 280. /. 13. /or on 
X- or. p. 285. /. 17. r. apply to himfelf. P. 330* /. 9 - dele 
about the Emperors. /. 339. /. 24. </o/e when. /. 25. r.when 
he faid they had deferred./. 3 66./. *5. r. he began. 
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The Life and Reign of the . Vot. II. 

became firft a Soldier. Under the Reign of 
the Emperor Alexander Severut he Rife and 
Flourilh’d; infomuch that he fiicceeded him 
in the‘Empire; and being unwilling, after he 
was Emperor, to have it known, that his Fa¬ 
ther ana his Mother were hath Barbarians, he 
ordered the Names of them, which lje had 
difcovered at the beginning, to be as much 
as was poflible, fupprefled again, and conceal¬ 
ed from the World. 

He was a Shepherd in the beginning of his 
Youth; and as ne grew, he femetirnes even 
then, was the Champion of the Village of 
which he was. His Firft Service as a Soldier, 
Was amongft the Horfe, becaufe of his great 
fize and ftrength of Body, which fitted him 
more efpecialjv and cut him out for a Trooper. 
He acquitted himfelf in that Quality to ad¬ 
miration. He was of a Manly Look, Rough- 
hewn, Fierce, Proud,apt to Contemn; which 
yet did not hinder him from being oftentimes 
Hift- Juft in what he did. The Occafion which in¬ 
troduc’d him into the Knowledge of the Em¬ 
peror Septfmius Severn, was this: That 
Prince, upon the Birth of Get a his younger j 
Son, appointed a Divertifement of feme Games 
and Exerciles to be performed by the Soldiers, 
and propofed Prizes for the Conquerors, in 

{ >ieces of Silver of fine Bracelets, Collars, and 
ittle Bells. ,Maximin was as yet a Youth, and 
could fcarce fpeak the Latin Tongue. How¬ 
ever he took the Courage upon him, in Wofds 
which were partly Latin and partly Thracian, 
publickly to beg leave of the Emperor, that 

h« 
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4 The Life and Reign of the Vol.il.. I Vol.II. Emperor Maximin the Ftrft., , $ 

His Pre- befides, did him the particular Honour to pre- I mania, wherehe was born. There he cooti* 
ferment. hj m with a Collar of Gold, and he placed I nually entertain’d a Commerce with the Goths, 
him in his Guards du Corps , becaufe he fhould I The Goths loved him entirely, as if he was their 
be always by him. This made Maximin a I own Fellow-Citizen: The Alans did the fame, 
Remarkable Man, and acquired him a ■great I and brought him, whenever they approached » 
Efteem. The Tribunes loved him. His Fel- I to the Banks of the River, Prefents, which he 
low-Soldiers admired him. He obtained of the I returned in others to them again. But wheij 
Emperor any thing that h? defired ; who pre- I “Opilius Macrims , together with his Son, was 
ferred him above the reft of the. Soldiers, I killed, and Maximin found that Heliogahalus 
though he was as yet a Youth. He excelled I was preferred to the Empire, as the Reputed 
all in the Heighth and Vaftnefs of his. Body, I Son of Antoninus CaracaUus , Maximin , who was 
with which he had at the fame time a good I then of a mature Age, waited upon him with 
Meen; andinthelargenefs of his Eyes, which I a Complement, That as he had' had the Ho- 
were no lefs Bright and Handlome. It is cer-1 nour of the good Opinion of his Grandfather 
tain, that Maximin often drank Eight Am -1 the Emperor Severus, fo he wifh’d, he might 
pbors of Wine in a day; and eat either Forty, I he fo happy as to have his. 
or as tAIlius Cardus fays, Sixty pound of Flefn. I Heliogahalus rallied with him in his Impure 
But he kept himfelf wholly from Herbs, and 1 way, and faid, Maximin, Thou baft Tyred thy His Re. 
rarely eat any Cold Meats, unlefs it was, when I Sixteen or Twenty, or fometimes Thirty Lujly Sol- ception 
he was under a neceffity of drinking.* He of- 1 diets I hear, in Flaying and Wrefiling with them ; h om He * 
ten preferved his Sweat, and received it into I H, ow many Times canfi thou Perform with a Wo. ^°S al)alu ? 
t Gups, or a little Veffel for the purpofe; lb I man; 1 warrant thee, thou canfi do that Thirty 
that he could fhew you, two or three Quarts I tif »es too. Maximin , not fatisfied with this fort 
of his Sweat at a time. - I °f Reception, would have retired himfelf in- 

Under the Reign of Antoninus CaracaUus, he I to the Country again, but that the Friends of 
long Commanded as a Centurion, and con-1 Heliogahalus detained him, and thought it a 
ducted. Parties, and ferved feveral other Oc-I Scandal to let the Braveft Man of the Age go 
cafions of the Army. He hated the fucceedingl off fo, who was another Hercules , another A- 
Reign of Opilius Macrinus; becaufe that Princel chffles, another Ajax, as the People called him. 
had been the Author of the Murder of Anto-M They did him the Honour to Create him a 
titnui CaracaUus , who was the Son of Sever us, I Tribunes but yet he never attended upon the 
who was Maximm’s firft Matter. In this! Perfon of that moft Impure Prince, nor came 
Reign therefore he quitted the Army, and I to falute him in all the three Years of his 
bought himfelf an Eftate in a Village of Reign; but was always either moving from' 

mania, t B 3 place 
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place to place upon one fpecious Occafion or 
other, or he pretended himfelf Sick, that he 
could not wait upon the Court. 

.A*|®r Heliogabalus was killed, and that' Maxi’ 
And by tnin had an Account, that Alexander Severut 
Alexander the Son of Mammaa, was advanced to the" 
Semui. Empire, hecamoto Rome ; where he was* re* 
ceived by the New Prince with all the Joy and 
all the Satisfaction in the World. Infomuch 
that he fpoke to the Senate of him in thefe 
Words : Gentlemen , Maximin the Tribsme it 
come to me, who could not reconcile himfelf to the 
Service of that Impure Beafl my t Predecejfor. I' 
have given him a Robe Embroidered with Stud, 
of Gold. Hit Merit recommended him to my Fa¬ 
ther the Emperor Septimius Severus , and you 
know the Reputation that he hath attained to finte. 
Immediately he gave the Command of the 
Fouith Legion, which was one that himfelf 
had railed, and confided all of young Soldiers; 
and at the fame time he exprefied himfelf 
thus: 

My very dear and entirely Beloved Maximin, 

I have not thought ft to Trouble you with the Com¬ 
mand of a Legion of Old Soldiers for this reafont 
becaufe 1 yueflion, whether the rices of fucb, be¬ 
ing confirmed in them under the Command ‘of o- 
thers, are capable of your Amendment. / give 
you a Legion of Novices, whom you may bring 
up your Jclf to your own hand. Mould them. 
Form them as you pleafe. It will be a great Ser¬ 
vice to the State and to me, to teach them their 
Arms fo, that they may produce many Maximins, 
that ss, many fucb good Soldiers as you. 

No 


7 


.Vol, IF. Emperor Maximin (he Firft. 

No (boner had Maximin received this Legi- 
on, but he began to Exercife them* Every 
fifth Day he did the fame; and reprefented 
with them Fights and the Taking of Towns, 

He infpeCted their Swords. Javelins, Targets, 
•Helmets, Cloaths, and ail their Arms ana E- 
quipages perpetually, to their very Shooes; 

He was as a father to them. And when (omo 
of the other Tribunes pretended to blame him, 
faying; Why [hould you take fo much Pains , who 
are its a Pofi to be preferred to be a General 
•when you pleafe ? Say9 he, The Greater I ever 
am, the more Pains I (had take fill. He • Wreftled 
with his Men himfelf, and Threw half a do* uumwhty 
zen or mpre of them one after another, though strength. 
perhaps he was an Old Man grown to them 
then; This created him much Envy. One 
Tribune particularly, who was Prouder and 
more Angry than the reft, and of a large Size, 
and known Gallantry,, faid to him; What great 
Matter is it for a Tribune to Throw his own Sol¬ 
diers ? Says Maximin, Shad you anfi I try then 
our Strength'together l The other confented: 

But Maximin gave him luch a Thruft with his 
open Hand on lus Bread as he came, that he 
fell flat upon hid Back; and Maximin cryed. 

Come on any other tribune that will. tAilius 
Cordus tells us, that Maximin was fiich a Vaft 
Man, that he was Eight Foot and almoft a 
half High. His Hand fo big, that his Wife’s 
Bracelet for her Arm made him but a Ring 
for his Thumb. Thefe other things are com¬ 
monly reported of him, That he could draw 
a Chariot after him by his Arms, and move a 
B 4 loaded 
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loaded Litter himfelf; That if he gave a Horfe 
a Blow on the Mouth with his Fift, he ftruck 
out his Teeth; and if he Kicked him, he broke 
his Legs. Hard Stones he fqueezed into pieces 
betwixt his Fingers: The younger Trees he 
tore up. Some have call’d him a lecond Milo,- 
a Hercules, and an Antaus , for his Strength 
and Vaftnels. * 8 

_ things therefore rendring him fo 
General C l on 'P lcuous J tlie Emperor Alexander Severn, 

who was a great Judge of Periods of Merit, 
preferred him to the General Command of 
n Army, with the univerfal Satisfaftion of 
all the Tribunes, Officers, and Men. This 
was afterwards Fatal to that Prince. , All that 
Army which was grown in a manner unser¬ 
viceable, under the Reign of Heliogabalus, Max - 
mm brought to be Difciplined to his own 
mind. So that when Alexander Severus was 
in Callta, .Encamped not far from fome Town 
there, whether it was that Maximin fct the 
. dierg upon i him, as fome fay > or whether 
it was, the difaffe&ed Tribunes amonglt the 

sc* 4 i S? ln fl exander Severus Disbanded 
(for he Disbanded whole Legions there, with 
foe fame leverity as before he had done in the 
Eajt) I knpw not; but a Party of Soldiers 
broke in on a ludden upon him, and killed 
. ot 1 j. ni f n£ * his Mother; and Maximin' was 
immediately proclaimed Emperor. The Age 
ot Alexander Severus, who was otherwife an 
excellent Prince, was one thing that might be 

pf him° C1Cate ln ^ 0,ne mea ^ ur ® a Contempt 

MAxm\n } 
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Majemin, who never was any thing but a Heisprr 
Soldier, ana had not yet been a Senator, was claim ' d 
Proclaimed Emperor by the Army, without Emperor. 
any Decree of the Senate; and his Son (of 
whom hereafter) was given him to be his 
Colleague. Now Maximin was always fo 
Wile, that he not only Commanded his Sol¬ 
diers by his Authority, but he made them love 
him very much, by the Rewards and Advan- ' 
ages that he gave them. He never injured . 
them in their Pay. He never Muttered Smiths 
or any fort of Artifans as others do in his Ar-’ 
my. He xiften took them to Hunt with him.- 
But together with thefe Vertues, he was lo 
Cruel, that he was called by all the Names of HisCrlleI 
* Cyclops, a Bufyrss, a Seiran, aPbalaris, a Ty- % sCrUel ' 
pbon, and a Gyges. The Senate dreaded him 
lo, that tlieir Wives and Children made Prayers 
in the Temples, in publick and in private, that 
he might never lee the City of Rome. They 
V n-? rd h how r «n his method of Reforming 
'il'ff J f 1the 4 rm ^ fome he Crucified, 

llv i nt ° t, A e ®? diesof ' Beads nevv- 

Jy killed, fome he call: alive to Wild Beads 
Ifome he Cudgel’d to death, and nil this wirh- 
p u,t diftindhcMrof the Quality of the Perlbn; 
rhey feared, he would pretend to Reform 

f “ n 3 . me wa y : wh 'ch .yet is not a 
-ourfe for a Prince to take, who defignsfo • 

hat^F B . ut ^ was * Maximin s Perluffion, 

•hat the Empire was not to be held by him 
without Cruelty. He fufpe&ed, that the No- 
Wity would contemn his Low and Barbarian. 
krth. He rcmenjbred, that he had been 

•flighted 
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flighted at Rome formerly, even by the Ser¬ 
vants of fome of the Nobility, who would not 
admit him to fee them. And as the Confci- 
oufnefs of an Ignoble Mind is of ftrange Effect, 
be thought, that as many as were privy to his 
jkfe Original , would ufe him accordingly 
“ill; All fucbtherefore he Killed, and amongft 
thole, fome that had been his Friends, and had 
given him often leveral things in Charity and 
Pity to the poor Condition he was in, at hit 
hrft coming to Rome, Never was any thins 
?. n *,® Earth crueller than he. He thought 
nimlelr almolt Immortal; he foarce thought 
he could be Killed: he confided fo much up¬ 
on his Strength and the Magnitude of his Bo- 
dy, and'his Parts. But, as an Epigram laid, 
which was made upon him in relation to this, 
He that cannot be killed by one , it to be killed bj 
many ; As Great as an Elephant is , an Elephant 
it to be Mled t At Strong at a Lion is, a Lion 
u to be Killed ; At Strong as a Tyger is, a Tyger 

*1-11°i*i Rifled; So he that does not fear to bt 
killed by One Man , let bint have a care howevtt 
°f a Number. This Epigram was repeated by 
a Mimick in his prefence from the Stage. But 
being repeated in Greek, which was a Lan< 
guage which he who was a Thracian and a BarM, 
barian did not underhand, and not being toldl, 
the true meaning of it, it pafs’d upon him,!, 
He retained no Perfons of the Nobility about!- 
him. He Reigned like another Spartacus of I- 
MAthtnion, with a Court, as it were of Mobbji 
AH the Minifters or Alexander Severus he put If 
to Death after leveral W4ys. He envied th J a 

Pefigqil 
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Delignsof that Prince, and his Difpofition of 
things; and she Sufpiaon which he had of e- 

ZZam Wh ° had , ferved bt loved him, pro- 
vofted Maxtmtn to be more and more Cruel: 

. J| 1 I sb f !ng w j y » t0 five and Reign like 
i Fui y, he was made yet far more Cruel and 
Inhumane by a Conlpiracy again# him of one 
Magnus a Conlul, who with a number of Sof A Ct ”^ i ' 
liert and Centurions, had laid a delign to StOhim 

imfelf^Thf M Tran % te Empirejpon * 

Z/nJ J. M l nner they pretendediw 
ike to do it was this; Maximin having made 

Wn?!/° pa V he River into Germany, rhe 

<»Amh,fca*rfthe-aSmr. I„XS 

l°tra?”*/ lll0l ' latak t upo,, r l,im *» Empire. 

IS true, Maxtmtn^ as he perfe<% underftood 

e matter of War, was fond of that WarS 

jnft the Germans : He knew His being a good ' 

Idler was tl» occafion that he was made 

nperor; and he was ambitious to keep up 

5 Reputation which he had, and to outline 

S m } ’ ^ lorV ofthe ,atc Prince, whom 
had Murdered. He kept his Men dailv m 

i ,r P xe [cifes, when he was Emperor, as he 
\ when he was a Tribune: He put himfelf in 
A! ms at the Hteadfof them, and with his Hand 
and the movements of his Body, taught them i 

y thia &‘ But wheK o Vha 

Plot of Magnus to Kill him, wasreal, or whe >. 

n ^ aS 3 mion <* own, fo , * 

an opportunity to nicreale the matter of h Ss 

Cruelt }-, 
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Cruelty, I cannot fay. However it was, he 
put to Death above four thouland Men upon 
it, and was^ not latisfied neither with ail that 
Blood. He put them all to Death without In* 
former, without Accufer appearing againft 
them, without Tryal, without any Defence of 
themlelves; and all their Eftates he Confifea* 
ted. 

• ®' m P eror Alexander Sever us had taken 
into his Army a Body of Auxiliaries of Partis, 
ant, Mefopotamians, and others out of the Eat 
who being excellent Archers, he judged would 
be of great Ule in the War againft the Ger* 

volt Of the n* W< T , * e A f cIiers u P on Death of that 

Auxilia- P t r, y ce ' w ^oni they very much loved. Revolt* 
net. ed "om Maximin, becaule they would not be 
perluaded, but that Maximin had been the Au¬ 
thor of this Murder. They fet up Titut Quar- 
U ” us > who was a Captain of their own, to be 
their General and their Emperor.. They put 
upon him the Purple, and adorned him with 
all the State of a Perfon in filch a Place. Titus 
complyed with them in it, but it was againft 
ms Will: But being afterwards killed in his 

ii nt j a , s , ie ^ y a ^ ee P hy one of his own Men 
called Mactaon, who envied him only becaule 
he was Preferred before him, and his Head 
being brought to Maximin , this Defection 
cealed; and Maximin at firft gave Thanks to 
Macedon for the Service which he had done 
mm; but afterwards he hated him as a Tray- 
tor, and put him to Death. Still this Defecti¬ 
on lerved to increafe the Tyranny of Maxi- 
m f n » a Beaft when he is Wounded, frets 

and 
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and rages Co much the more for it. He pafs’d 
into Germany with all his Army: The Moors, 
Parthians, Mefopitamiant, and all thole that 
Alexander Severus had muftered out of the 
Countries of the Eafi, marched with him; For 
being Light, and the belt Archers, none were 
of greater U/e againft the Germans than they. 

The Preparations of Alexander Severus for this 
War had been great: But yet Maximin added - 
iuch things to them, as rendred them much 
more Puirnnt and more Formidable. 

He palled the Rhine, and entring into Ger - ~ . 

many, he Burnt the Villages of the Enemy for 
three or four hundred Miles about. He drove gainft the 
their Cattel, killed great numbers of the Bar - German*. 
tartans, took innumerable others Prifoners, 
and made his Army Rich with Plunder. He 
bad certainly reduced all the Country of Ger- 
many under the Obedience of the Romans, but 
that the Germans betook themfelves to Swim 
the Rivers and the Lakes, and to feek their 
Ihelter in the Woods. He did a great deal 
with his own Hand: He had indeed been cut 
oft in a Lake, in which his Horle ftuck faft,and 
the Enemy lurrounded him, but that his Men 
came timely up to his Refcue. It was a piece 
of his Barbarian Temerity to think, that an 
Emperor ought always to Fight with his own 
Hand. He maintain d a fort of a Naval Fight 
in the Lake, and killed feveral. So Germany 
being conquer’d, he wrote an Account of it to 
the Senate and People of Rome, to this Pur- 
p6le: 


It 
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It i$ tmpoffjble, Fatten of tie Senate, toexprel, 
all that we have dm i For 400 Miles stout we 
have Burnt the Village of the Germans , driven 
away tbetr Cattel, taken Prifoners , and fain all 
that oppoftdut We maintained a Fight in a 
Lake. We bad penetrated ibeir Woods, but that 
the depth of their lakes permitted tst no paffaoi 
aver to them. t M s 

Together with this, he ordered Pi«ftures of 
this war, as it was, to be drawn and laid be¬ 
fore the Senate, that they might read, as well 
as hear his Exploits. Which Pidures after his 
death the Senate commandcdto be taken down 
and burnt. Indeed.he hatefthe Senate in his 
heart, becaufe he imagined that they deipifel 
him. In all his other Engagements, which 
were many, he came off always Conqueror, 
and took great Booties, and many Prifoners, 
He lays m another Letter which he fent to 
tna Senate, thus: 

Info fort a time , Fathers of the Senate, I have I 
Foaghtmore Battels than any of the Antients ever! 
aid. 1 have brought away at much Booty from* 
the Enemy s Country, into our own , at exceeds aim 

?bTZ/n EX ? Sfat,e ’l ? , And man y Captive,M 

&*2^'*** m *~w 

i„ lw c?nw to the City Slmimt 

.LI hea^T’ ,ot ? n ^ ln f» to make War upoJl 
the Sarmate; and very ambitious he was tol ' 
reduce the Northern Parts as far as to the 0*1 1 
22** VJJ? the Obedience of the Roman EmJ 1 
pire. Which if he had lived, he would have I ; 
done, fays Herodsan, who favours him, out of 11 


I Vol. II. Emperor Maximin the Firfi. , j 

a Prejudice, it is to be thought, to Alexander 
Severus. But when the People of Rome were 
no longer able to fupport his Cruelty, becaufe 
revived the PraAifes of tho Informers and 
falfe Accufers, Counterfeited Plots to kill the 
Innocfent, Condemned all that came before 
him without Mercy, made Beggars of the rich* 
l himfelf Money upon o- 

thers JRuinsi put to Death divers who had 
been Contois, and Great Commanders with¬ 
out caufe; lent for them from the utmoft 
Bounds of the Empire, m a Barbarous manner, 

:p appear before him; kept others in Prifbn, 
ind omitted nothing in fine, that Teemed to 
atter his Cruel Inclinations, they refolved to , . 
»<*• And no. the 

wees that were in Afik ,: becauf/Ae was "o' 

-ruel upon the Soldiers, Confpired in their 
)pinions with the Romans, and made a great 
nd a ftdden Revolt, in which they let up 
ordmm to be Emperor, who was the Pro- 
Jnlul of Africa , and a Perfon of much Worth 
*.» this manner: * 

There was a Receiver of the Exchequer in 
Libya, who.infavourof Maximin, toraifohim 
the more Money, gnevoufly Exatfed upon e- 
very body: till the People of the Country, and 

hT i°» f fu u P? n him and killed 
W *f 1 the Oppofition of his. Party 
which defended him, and which flood up for 
the Honour and the Interefts of Maximin. The 
Proconful of Africa at this time, was Gordsanut j 

wV?!? ad 7^ Ced ,n X ears ' but of very great 
Worth and Virtue, which made him to be be. 

loved; 
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loved; and one who had been put into tha* 
Command by the Emperor Alexander Severn, 
with the Concurrence of the Senate. Now the 
Party that had killed that Receiver of the Ex 
chequer to Maximin, could not think themfelves 
in fafety after what they had done, unl6fs they 
proceeded to fom'e further Mealures, which 
might give a New Turn to the Face of Affairs. 
Gordian So they came to Gordiantk to conftitute him 
forc'd to Emperor. He threw himlelf upon the ground, 
accept the an£ ) refuted it with all the Avcrlion and Ear* 
,f »ptre. ne fl. ne f$ j n the World. They drew their Swords 
upon him,and prefented all their Arms againft 
him to.kill him, unlels he complyed with them, 
upon the place; and not only him, but his Son 
after him, and all his Houle. Then he Con- 
lented. He accepted the Purple, and Was Pro¬ 
claimed, he and his Son together as his Col 
league, at the Town of Thyfdrus. From thence 
he came to Carthage, attended with a Body of 
Guards, and all the Pomp of a Prince. He 
lent an Account from Carthage of what had 
palled to Rome, to the Senate; who received 
his Letters with Joy, and acknowledg’d and 
Proclaim’d him and his Son Emperors of Rom. 

All the Delators that had Pimp’d to Maxi- 
tnin , and all his Friends, particularly Vitali anus 
the Captain of the Guards, were hereupo/i 
put to death, and Sabinas the Governouf of he 
City of Rome, was knocked on the head in the 
Streets. The Senate at the fame time, openly 
and publickly declared Maximin and his Sdn 
Enemies: They lent Letters into all the Pro¬ 
vinces, to call upon them to Alfift to the Com¬ 


mon 
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mon Safety and the Publick Liberty • Which 
Letters were generally received well[fo5w 

^red n Ae n h r' Fi “' y » 

ana oetuyed the Orders and Perfom rHJ 

£ ° ot bers y the Friends 

Magiftrates/ Commanders, Tribunes and Shl- 

thTS^ followed the Fate of his o 

£|; '“%*?"•'™IZ7cX £.* 

rZ a s 7’t V w 

ratgn. We have Proclaimed hint. And not him 

17 Noble Y S thf Co F mm ° n M him, tv ho 
, f” the & eater Security of the 

S* rt d 

t‘J, and bit Friendt, wbet,,^' 

* *«*, <«««irr W „b bi, Z 

Fatherand the Sdn, eJ. 

«rors palKd in this manner: On the rfrh 
he Calendbofy«» tf the Senate being Alfemi 
• d m the Temple of Caflor and P u2 % U „Z 
fam, the Conlul; read the Letter of OwS 

Ca 
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nut to them, which he had received out of 
Africa. The Letter was this. 

Father s of the Senate, It was altogether againfi 
my Will, that the "People of tbit Country , and the 
Army to whom the prefervation of it it committed, 
have called me to the Empire. But with an eye 
to, you, l content my felf to fuftain that Neeejftty, 
It is for you to confider what you will do. For, 
till I receive the Judgment of the Senate, I fiiall 
be uncertain and full of doubt, what ceurfe to take, 

As (oon as this Letter was read, the Senate 
Anfwered it in thefe Acclamations. 

The Gods preferve our Auguftus, and our Em 
peror Gordianus. The Gods give a happy Reign 
to your Majefly, who bath Delivered us. May 
your Majefly , who is our Deliverer , Reign in 
fafety. The State is fee in you. We give yon 
all poffible Thanks. 

Then the Conful moved the Senate, an, 
(aid: Fathers of the Senate, what is your Judg¬ 
ment as to the Maximins ? Theycryed, Ene¬ 
mies, Enemies. The Conful moved the Senate 
again, and laid, What is your Judgment as to 
the Friends and Adherents of Maximin ? Theyl 
cryed, Enemies, Enemies! whoever kills them { 
flsall receive a Pramium. 

Then thefe Acclamations followed : Let th f 
Eflemy of the Senate be Crucified .• Let the Em 
mies of the Senate in all Parts be defrayed. Lot I 
the Enemies of the Senate be burnt Alive. 1bm 
Gods fave our two Emperors the Gordiani! Met 
you both Live ; M'ay you both Reign together m 
Happinefs! We Decree the Pratorfhip to Gordianur 
the Third, the Grand fen. We promife a Conful 

. m 
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ft? j° r tfoQwdfon of Gordianus. Let the 
brand]on of Gordianus receive the Title of Cxi ar. 

a Praetor ^ <iiter u P on ^ Je °f 

When this Ordinance of the Senate was 
brought to Maximin, he, who was naturally 2®? f 
tierce, broke out into fuch a race and oaffinn 
you w°uld thinkhim more like? uZ& 

Man. He beat himfelf againll the Wail, and 
jometimes threw himfelf upon the ground. 

He roared extravagantly, and drew his Sword, 
as if he would kill the Senate: he tore in pieces 

£ C,0 J at A , i . and ftrucfc at fuch as were 
rtexc him; and if his own Son had not retired 
out of h,s way, they fay, he would have pull’d 
out his Eyes. The reafon of his Paffion again/* 
h« Son was this: He had ordered him at their 

ttl entr l nC ? f? f c e Em P ,rc » to go and live at 
Rome , which his Son out of his too great love 

lu h, l F i ther f l h , a ^ inff ne glsc5ted, Maximin 
thought, that: if but his Son had been at Romero 

*°mt Sfl er havc dared t0 ««mpt this 
Revolt. . Whi!ft he Was in this extream Paffi¬ 
on, his friends carried him to his Bed. The 
next day, becaufe he could not otherwise con¬ 
tain himfelf, nor lay afide the thoughts of his 
Refentmeftts, they fee him to drown them irf 
d,d * The day after he a(- 

wK 3 j his Friends > to confidc f 

what was beft to be done. They (aid little * 

A°2 e c l o m ,n their hearts applauded the 

A* nate * ? rom tIiis Council, he 
Wdnt to his Army; whom he harangued in a 

Speech, which was full of Paffion again ft Gor- 

C a dianut 
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diams and the Africans that had let him up, 
and efpecially againft the Senate; and then 
he exhorts them to Revenge their common 
Injuries. The Speech was this: 

His Speech ff y Mow-Soldiers, 1 am to tell you a Thing, 
to the Ar- which you will not think to be any News to you, 
m. you know the Country fo well, which is this; The 
Africans have revolted and broken their Faith 
with me. I would fain know, when did they 
ever keep it with any ? Gordianus a feeble Old 
Man , with one Foot in the Grave, hath taken 
upon him the Empire. And our Holy Fathers of 
the Senate , have made his Son Emperor, with 
him. Thofe moft Holy Fathers of the Senate \ 
who, as they once Murdered the Thrice Noble 
Julius Cxfar, fo now they have adjudged me an 
Enemy, at the fame time that I am Fighting for 
them, and Conquering for them .. Nor is it Me 
only, whom they have adjudged fo, but You and 
ad that are with me. .Therefore if you are Men, 
and Men of Bravery and Courage, let its march 
againft the Senate and againft the Africans, and 
you [hall have all their Eft ales among ft you. 

Having fa id this, he gave them a great Boun¬ 
ty, and began to March them towards Rome. 
In the mean time Gordianus in Africa having 
di(placed Capellianus from the Government of 
the Province of Mauritania, becaufe he was a 
Pi tend of Maximin, Capellianus had put himfelf 
upon Jus defence, and gathered together 
a Body of Men againft him. Gordianus the 
rather lent his Son Gordianus to meet and Fight 
Lapel Isamu. They Engaged one another with 
gicat obltmacy. Gordianus was killed and loft . 

the 
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the Battle: which his Father much lamenting. Young 
and knowing that Maximin was very ftrong Gordia- 
and that on the contrary the Africans were a fl‘un. 
People not fufficient for him to truft to, and n ur 
full of Treachery, he, rather than to fall into dinnu?"' 
the hands of Maximin,, put an end to his own blh him - 
days, and Strangled himfelf. felf. 

Capellianus made good ufe of this Victory 
He flew and proferibed all he found of the 
Party of Gordianus ; he fpared none, as if he 
ad:ed with the very Soul 9 f Maximin in him. 

He fubverted whole Cities, plundered the 
Temples, diftributed the Booty of the Temples 
amongft his Soldiers. He cut in pieces Poor 
and Rich together: ingratiating himfelf much, 
with the Soldiers, that in cafe Maximin fhould 

dye, himfelf might have a fair hit for the 
Empire. 

When the News of this was brought to 
Borne,' the Senate being more in fear than ever 
upon it, of the Cruelty of Maximin , which 
upon lo much provocation given, he had Rea- 
lon, as much as it was his Nature, to exert • 
they let up Pupienus Maximus and Clodius BaU 
uJ?. j e Ef nperors, together with Gordianus 
tnc lhird, a Youth, who was the Grandfon 
of Gordianus the Firft. So they had three Em¬ 
perors to lupport them againft Maximin , at 
once. The firft had been the Governour of 
"J'Cityof Rome; had pafted through many 
high Offices with reputation, and was one of 
gteat Worth and Note, but not of Birth, As 
he was of the feverer Life, fb was he the moft 
Prudent and moft Valorous of all the three; 

C i and 
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This incenfed his Army sgsinft him. They 
did not think to be ftarved in Italy t but to be 
mightily refrelhed after their Journey over the 
Alp. They began firft to murmur within 
themfelves, then to fpeak feme things openly, 
which he pretending to revenge upon them, 
they Mutined ftill more; but deferred to dif- 
cover it, till a convenient time, which pre^ 
fented it (elf not long after. He advanced to 
the City of Aquileia ; who (hut their Gates a* Maximus 
gainft him, arid were refolved to defend them* 
felves, under the Conduct of Mewpbilus and Aqmc la> 
Crifpinm, two Officers of the Order of the 
Conluls, who were (ent to them from the Se* 
ftate. He offered them Propofitions, where, 
on to Surrender: To whicn the People had 
well nigh confented,but that Menopbilm and his 
Partner withftood them, and faid, That they 
were aflured of Conquering Maximin ; becaufe 
Apollo , the Tutelar God of the Place, had dlf 
covered as much to them by his Soothfayers. 

Hence the Party of Maximin , after they were 
defeated, took occafion to fay. That it was 
Apollo who fought againft them; and the 
Vidtory which was obtained, was not a Vidto. 
ry of Maximus , nor of the Senate, but it was 
a Vidtory of the Gods. At leaft they pretended 
to fay this for themfelves, becaufe they were 
afhamed indeed, that fo weak and (o ill-pro¬ 
vided a Place had held it out againft (o ftrong 
an Army. Maximin pafled the River upon a 
Bridge of Boats, and began to lay clofe Siege 
to it. This Service was hot on both fides. 

Maximin and his Son went round the Walls, 

C 4 as 
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and ^ omet ‘ mes encouraged 
on their Men, fometimes made Overtures to 

' h “ f 5 “*•*«* *» *<1 themnogreu 

^ ^ ,S ^° n 3r, a he had many Re- 

Cm oft™ “POf the,!,, becaufe of the 
£ y A , he °V Cj , and the Cruelty of the o- 
1 . A 1 length thinking that it was the 

that'the ^® cer -' ^hich was the c^u/e 

thofe w S i!??l, WaS P rotraae a„ he put fomeof 
nolo to death, at a time when he the leaft 

Hi™!? tr 0 "V‘J be< ? ufe it maJ « his Army 
1 ^ ar ' sbed -' Wltb W "h In ‘he mean 
o“ p-S* a , gr ? a £ want of Protifi. 
T s * r ° r tlie Senate had fent Orders to all 
,tfe a ”d ‘o ‘he^iovernoura of the 
lorts, that they Ihoulcfftiffer nd Convovs to 

QuaftorsTo alf T y ^ ^ nt Pnet01s and 
VJiacitors to all Towns to keep ftrons? Gnaivlc 

idle d 'so 0 t f ha a r n | m T Sr of ’i ings ’ ,0 his P r «- 

wives and Children were aflembled together 
upon the Mountain Mhm, not fir <7rf?“ 

took their opportunity, when they were at Id ' 

hire from Adfion, and whilft \nd hU 

Son were repofed in their Te.ot ab ou , Noon 

Head ,| UP °2 .‘i’ 6 "’- and Ul 'hem Their' 

■o .he HI; \Ta?S’ a iH y H 

Images that were o (■ Mnxi mm j„ Ae “(Sron 
<vere immediately defaced and taken SZ , 

the 
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the Captain of the Guards to him killed, with 
others of his particular Friends, and the Heads 

ot both the Father and the Son were fent to 
Rowe* 

This was the Eruf of the two Maximins. An 
End,juft upon the Father, who deferved it 
for his Cruelty, as much as it was fevere upon 
the Son, who was a good Prince. All the Pro- 
vinces received the News with great joy.. But- 
the Barbarians regreted his lofs. His Army 
fubnnttedr whereof Inch as were declared pub 
lick pnemies, were put to death: the reft were 
received by ,bp Town of A^laa: A great 
Convoy of Provilions was fent to them into 
their Camp, which was almoft Halving, and 
he nextday theyali took thp Oath of Fidelity 

m Ma X m K , Mima, and G„d,am ,; Adored , 
before their Images, and acknowledged the TW „ 
two late GorAani as Gods, who had loll their 7 " Em 
Lives in the Caufeagainft 

It is not eahe to exprefs the great Joy that aD- 

Peered as the Head of MaLi« was carried 

te* h ,he , gentry o(I,a!, to R mt . Every 

as 8 ad t0 f L n t0 meet ir - The Empe- 
ror Maxtmuf was then at Ravenna : where he 

Tome Auxiliary Troops of 

he wTV, r as ma t ing Preparations for 
.1 , • But as loon as he received the News 

hat the Maximins were both killed, and that 

hm andX h ^ ^ ai [ d fworn fidelity to 
Tmnnc d **!! he difmifted tho/o 

Sri ^mediately writ Utters of the 
ijSjrJ \ Rom *l where it produced fuchan 
Univerf^l Joy, that every body repaired to the 

Altars, 
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Altars, Temples, the ChappeJs and the Reli¬ 
gious Houles, to give Thanks unto the Gods 
for it. The Emperor Balb'mus, who was by 
nature a Timerous Man, <and who trembled 
when he but heard the Name of Maximin , 
offered a Sacrifice of an hundred Beads, and 
ordered the fame to be repeated'through all 
the Cities of Italy, Then Maximus returned 
to Rome : Coming to the Senate, he Congra¬ 
tulated to them the Succefs of his Expedition, 
and made a Speech. After which he> Balbinus^ 
and Gordianus, went together .to the Court, at¬ 
tended with all the ufual Acclamations of Joy 
and Victory. 

It is fit to know, what a Decree the Senate 
paffed upon this, and what a Day it was with 
the People at Rome , when the News arrived of 
the Death of Maximin. The Exprefs lent with 
it from yiejuileia, took his way by Ravenna to 
deliver it firft to the Emperor Maximut, and 
yet he made fuch hafte by change of Horfes, 
that he reached Rome in four days, which was 
never known done before. The two Empe¬ 
rors Balbinus and Gordianus, with all the People, 
were then affenlbled in the Theatre, at the 
Publick Divercifements. Immediately as the 
Exprefs came into the Theatre, before he could 
have the time to fay any thing, all the People 
cryed out with great Joy, Maximin is Killed; 
which was a graceful Hearing to the Emperors. 
So the Company rofe, and every one went 
ftrait to the Temples and the Chappels, to re¬ 
turn their Thanks to the Gods. From thence 
the Emperors went to the Senate, which Aflem* 

bled I 
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bled upon this Occafion, >*«■'likewlfe did the 
People} and afeet the Emperor Baibimn had 
read to the Senate the Letter which was ahri* 
ved from Maximus, the Senate paffed this De¬ 
cree, as follow*. 1 

. < i . . ' »•’} ! * ' ■ ? r, • 

The Godi tmfue the Enemieicfthe People of 
Rome. We return our Thanks to thee for the 
| fame, 0 mofi Excellent Jupiter, and to Thee , O Holy 
' Apollo ! We Thank the Emperor Maximus. IVe 
Thank Tour Majefiies here prefent , Balbinus and 
Gordianus. We Decree Temples to the Honour 
of the Emperors the Gordiani, deceafed, The 
Name of Maximin, as it hath already been erafed 
out of the Publick Monuments , fo now let it be 
erafed out of our Thoughts , and be forgotten for 
ever ; Let the Head of the Publick Enemy be 
thrown into the River, and no Man Bury his 
Body . He that tbreatned the Senate with Death 
and Bonds, is Rilled as he deferved. We give 
our Thanks for it to your mofi Sacred Majefiies, 
Maximus, Balbinus and Gordianus. The Gods 
Preferve you . We all wifh you Viffory over your 
Enemies. We all defire the Return and Prefence 
of Maximus. The Gods Save Tour Majetty 
Balbinus. Tour Majefiies will be pleafed so be 
the Confuls this Tear. 

After this, Cupidius Celerimus (aid thus. 

v Having Erafed the Name of the Maximins, 
and Deified the Emperors the Gordiani, we on 
the other hand D etre e Tri u mph al-Starnes, wish 
Elephants , to our prefent Princes Maximus, Bal- 
* binus, 
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Dious, and Gordianus: We Decree them t 
umpbal Chariots, Statues on tlorfthack and T* 

M, m tt, suij t B ./ tbUm4: 1M 

Then the Senate Adjourn^# The 
ro« r «ired to the Pa! a «, a „ d 

of£ Wer * ?PP ° inIed ' hrou 8 , >“B< alltheCm 
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M axi MIN the Second, or the 
Younger, and the Son of the fori 
going, was a Youth of that extra* 

Metor 

P"£ S„tS ChtitVy &**£ 
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was fo Tall, that had he lived, it is probable, 
he would have reach’d the heighth of his Fa* 
ther. But he dyed in the Flower of his Youth, 
in his one and twentieth Year, or, as fome 
■ Hit Lt«r fay ' 111 ,lls eighteenth. He had Jearn’d the 
King and Greek gii: Lajiii Language* » 0 a.'Fcrfaaion. 
Mnjlers. In the Greek his Mafter was Fabiltits, who hath 
feveral Epigrams In the Greek* yet extant; 
and particularly fome that he made upon- the 
Pi&itre of his Scholar. In the Latin He had 
the Grammarian Philemon, Modedinus the Law- 
yf* -rad Taionu the Orator. * The Father of 
which laft win he, who hath written a ChOFtn 
graphy of the Provinces of the Roman Empire, 
and was called the Ape of his Age ; becaufe he 
Inflated all things He hack* Greek- Rhefo* 
rieian called Eugemus, who was Fa monk in hid 
time. Junta Fadilla, a Daughter of the Fa¬ 
mily of the Princes, the Antonfar, was Com 
traced to him ; who afterwards was Married 
to Toxotius, a Senator of the fame Family, who 
dyed after his Prator/hip,* and hath written 
fome Poems, which we have at this day. The 
Prefents which were given to her by Maximitt 
when he Contracted her, are particularly re¬ 
counted by ts£liut Cordus. A Locket of nine 
great Pearls, a Head fet with eleven Emeralds, 
a Bracelet of four Jacynths, Garments of Cloth 
of Gold, and all the Ornaments of Princely 
Attire, which were fit for a New Spoufe. 

As this Maximin was very Beautiful, fo he 
carried a Pride to the higheft degree: he kept 
himlelf Sitting, when his Father, as Cruel as 
he was, many times rofe to Perfbns of Honour, 

that 
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that came to wait upon him. He was of a 
gay Humour, Drank little, but loved good 
Eating, efpecially of the wild Creatures of the 
Field; the Wild Boar, Duck, Crane, and the 
like, were his conftanc Difhes. Thofeof the 
Party or the Emperors Maximus , Balbinus , 
and Gordianus , and particularly the Senators, 
were willing to Hander him becaufe of his 
gr ^, Bea , uty: Pl ' ete nding, that it was im* 
poffible, that (o charming a Gift of the Gods 
could be kept uncorrupt. So alfo, when he 
went about the Waifs of Aquileia, in Com¬ 
pany with his Father, to perfuade that City 
to a Surrender. Ail that they pretended to 
obje& againft him, was, the matter of Un- 
cleannefs , becaufe of his tempting Beauty, which 
however was very far from him. He was fo 
Proper in his Cloaths, chat no Lady in the 
World could be more. He was extrcamly 
Oblequious to Inch as were of his Father’s 
Friends; that is, fo far as to give them what 
was in his power, and make them Largcfies. 

But when they paid their Reverences to him, 
he received them in a manner, which was 
again as high. He gave them his Hand to 
kifs; he iuffered them to kifs his Knees, and 
fometimes his Feet: which his Father would 
never do; who laid. The Gods forbid, that any 
fm-born Man prnld lay bis Lipt to my Feet 
Having mention’d his Father, I defire to in- 
lert one pleafant Paflage of him. He was, 
as I have obferved before in his Life, Eight 
Foot and almoft a half high. Therefore his 
ahoe, or Royal Buskin, was given by fome, 

-to 
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to be feen publickly, in a Religious Houfe in 
a Grove, which is betwixt the City Aquileia, 
and a place called Arzia : which Shoe. it 
is certain, is bigger by a Foot, than the Mea- 
lure of any other Man : And hence it is be- 
come a Proverb to fay of one, who is of an 
extraordinary Height, without much Wit, Ca- 
hga Maximmt. i. e. He ts the Print of Maxi, 
mm ; He treads in bis Shot. But [ return to 
ipeak of the Son. 

The Emperor Alexander Severus in a Letter 
? his Mother Mammaa, appears to have had 
tome thoughts of Matching this Maximin to 
his own Sifter Theodta. The Letter was this. 

Madam, 

I V d ??M e io y° u > t0 Marr 1 Pa* Daughter 
f Pf ocl,a *f the 7 oun Z«r Maximin, did not 
nis Father, -who ts a Commander in our forces, 
and I ajjute you a very good one, retain fome- 
tbmg m bibs, that favours of the Barbarian. 1 

nr my r S V r, t who * f° fainted with all the 
rolitenefj of the Grecian Education, will not en¬ 
dure a Father in Law of that Nature. Otbei - 
mfe, as for the Youth himfelfbe is Beautiful 

f ems t0 bebred > dndpolifhed 
to the Mode of the Grecians too: This is what 1 
thmk. You may pleaft to confider with your felf 
whether you will rather choofe to have to be yoUt 
Son m-Law Him, or Mellila ; who id of abHo¬ 
nourable Family, and a very Powerful Orator, a 
Learned Man, and who, if 1 mifiake not, would 
make a good Soldierif be was put to the War. 

Thu* 


93 


VbJ. ft. Emperor Maximin the Second. 

Thus that Prince [peaks of the Younger 
Maximin. I have little more to add concern¬ 
ing him, beftdes a Letter of his Father’s, ex- 
preffing the Reafons of his creating him Em¬ 
peror in conjun&ion with himfelf; 

{» fays he, have permitted my Son Maximin 
to be made Emperor together with me, both out 
of the Ajfettion which a Father owes to a Son 
and al(o becaufe the People of Rome and that 
Anttent Senate may fee, and fwear, That they 

never bad a more Beautiful Prince in their lives. 

His Coat of Mail was all of Gold, after the 
Example of the Ptolomies of Egypt. He had 
another all of Silver. His Shield Was of Gold, 
enriched with Precious Stones, and his Javelin 

jf uu 16 ^ Sv r ordii Silver, and others of 
. ticgleifted nothing that could ferve to 
aUift his Beauty. His Helmets were fet with 
Jewels and Ernbotfed. As for what concerns his 
Pleasures and his Amours, with whic htAsIius 
Cfirrfw alperfes him, I muft refer the Reader, if 
hfc defires to know them, rather to that Author, 
than delay my profecution of the Lives of thfc 
other Princes that follow, in obedience to the 
Commands which I have received; 
c The Omens of his Reign were thefe: A His Al 
herpent came and twined it felf about his vatice - 
Head as heflept. A Vine which he Plinted. mentforf 
produced at the end of the Year large Grapes! Ihem ' dt 
w the colour of Purple, and grew to a won¬ 
derful greatnefs. His Shield burnt by being 
expofed to the Sun. His Javelin was cleft 

& perfectly 
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perfe&ly in two front the top to the bottom, 
by Lightning. Which the Soothfayers remark’d 
as an Omen, that there fhould arife Twti 
Emperors upon the Throne of the fame Houfe 
and the fame Names, but that they fhould not 
long Reign. When he was under his Matter 
that taught him Grammar, a. Lady his Rela¬ 
tion prefented him with a Horner in Purple, 
written in Chara&ers of Gold. Being invited, 
when a little Youth, by the Emperor Alexan¬ 
der Severus to Supper, out of refpedfc to his Fa¬ 
ther, and wanting the proper Veft to fit down 
in, that Prince furnifh’d him with one of his 
own. Ada Chariot of the Emperor Antonim 
Caracallus patted the Streets empty, immediate¬ 
ly he leapt into it, and fat himfelf down, and] 
was with much ado, prevailed to come out a- 
gain. Caracallus was told of it, and withal 
defired to have a care of fiich an Aufpicious 
Boy. Hay, fays Caracallus, He is a great waj 
off of being my Succeffor : For at that time he 
was too inferior for that Matter, by his Qua¬ 
lity, as well as his Years. 

The Omens of his Death were thefe: As 
he and his Father were on their March againll 
the Emperors Maximus, Balbinus , and Gordia- 
nus, a Woman met them with her Hair all 
difheveled, and in a mournful figure, crying,. 
The Maximins, the Maximint, the Maximins j as 
if Ihc meant to fay, Help: But fhe could fpeak 
no more, and dyed. The fecond days March, 
at Night, above a dozen Dogs fee up a moft 
miferable Howling about his Tent, and in the 
morning were found dead. Five hundred 

Wolves 
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Wolves together, entred into the City of He- 
monapUer him: that is, the fame, which up¬ 
on his arrival was deferred by all its People. 
But it would take me up too much time to re¬ 
cite all the things of this nature. He who is fo 
oyer-curious to defire to know them, I would 
wifti him only to read i/ElmCordut, who lets 
nothing efcape him, even to a Fable. There 
are no Sepulchres of the Maximins extant. Their 
Bodies were thrown into a River, and their 
Heads burnt in the Field of Man, with great 
Infiilts and Rejoycings of the People. 

I am not however to omit an Obfervatioh 
of o4j Hus Sabimts. He fays. The Younger 
Maximin had a Face fo fine and fo well made, 
that after his Head was cut off, as much as 
it was macerated, blackened and befmeared 
with Gore, any one might lee, that it was 
the Face of one, who had been an extraor¬ 
dinary beautiful Perfbn: and therefore when 
the Head of the Father was carried about 
upon a Spear, and great Joy made to fecit;, 
People were almoft as much on the contrary 
troubled, to fee the Head of the Son ferved 
fo too. A Greek Hittorian Dexippus adds, 
that the Son, together with the Captain or 
the Guards, Anolinus, was killed in the fight 
of the Father. Others fay, that after the 
Father had feen his Son killed before his' 
eyes, he with his own Hand killed himfelfi’ 
to avoid the Treatment of Ins Enemies. 
However that is,' we cannot forbear to re¬ 
member the extraordinary Firmnefs of the 
City of Aqmltta to the Interefts of the Senate 
D £ again# 
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a gain ft the Maximns. They maintain’d the 
Siege with that Obftinacy, that when they 
wanted Strings for their Bows, they ferved 
themfelves of the Womens Hair, to make 
Strings of: which had been lometime done 
before by the City of Rom. In Memory 
whereof, and to the Honour of the Ladies 
the Senate there Dedicated a Temple to Ventttl 
with this Title, Vemri Calva : To Vcnusl 
the Bald, 
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His Father, Grandfather, and Great Grand¬ 
father had been Confuls. His Wife’s Father, 
and her Grandfather and Great Grandfather 
had been Confuls. Himfelf had been a Gon- 
(ul, and a very Rich and very Powerful one 
Alio. ;He lived in the HObfe which' was for¬ 
merly Pompefs the Great at Rome j and he had 
more Land belonging to him in the Provihcesj 
than any one private Man befides. After his 
Confulihip, in which the Emperor Alexander 
Sevtr ^ Partner, he was made the Pro- 
C0 ?/H •?/ Afi ic *k y an Ordinance oFthe Senate. 
ihsStu- WfiiJft he was a Youth he writ feveral 

?°T S ' ^tant: in which he offers to 
t>nce! 6 ^tdo at leaf! the Attempts of Cicero in Poetry 
upon the/ame Subjects: And as Virgil writ 
*s£netds, Statius hisAcbilleidos, and Homer it- 
had}, fo Gordianus wrote his Anteniniados : 
which is a Poem in Thirty Books, and very 
Elegant Verfe, containing the Lives and Wars, 
• *“ e Publick and Private Actions of the Empe- 

rors Antoninus the Pious, and Marcus Antoninus, 
Afterwards; as he grew, he Declaimed in the 
Fublick School upon Controverfies, in the 
prefence Of the Emperors themfelves. He was 
very Magnificent in hisQuzftorfhip. The Year 
that he was ALdile, he Entertained the People 
Of Rome at his own ^xpence,' Twelve times, 
jyjth the Publick Shews: that Js/once e&ry 
Month! and fontetimes he prefohted fivomtin* 
dred couple of Gladiators at a Shew, never 

l j j tSB fifty, • He had a 

hundred Wild Beafls of Africa Hunted in ond 

dey 5 another a thoufand Bears: his fixth day 

.. it 
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is very Memorable. There were two hundred 
flout Stags. Hunted by Brit aims thirty Wild 
Horfes, a hundred Wild Sheep, ten Elks, a 
hundred Cyprian Bulls, three hundred Red Bat¬ 
hary Oftricnes, thirty Wild Afles, one hundred 
and fifty Boars, two hundred Wild Goats, and 
two hundred Deer, All thefe he gave ih One, 
which was his fixth day, to be, Hunted, taken 
and divided amongftthe People. There is a 
/ Painting of it vet to be feeri, in the Houife 
where ne lived, of the Great Pompey : which 
Houle was hiss and his Father’s, and his Grand* 
father’s before him : but fince confifcatcd in 
the time of the Emperor Philip, 

In his Praetorfhip he acquitted himfelf No* 
bly. After which, he was Conful the firft 
time in conjun&ion with the Emperor v/ato- 
rnnus Caracallus, the fecond time in canjun&ion 
with the Emperor Alexander Sever us. He had 
two Children: a Son, who was a Gonful, and 
afterwards his Colleague in the Empire, who 
was killed in the Battel in Africa near Car - v 

tbage ; and a Daughter, called Maria Faufiina, 
who married Junius Balbus, who was alfo a 
Conful. In his Confnlfhips he was the moft 
Famous of all of his time: • infomuch that 
the Emperor Caracallus envied him, and ad¬ 
mired fometimes his Robes , fbmetimes his 
Shews extreamly. He was the firft Private 
Man of the Romans, that had aCoAfular.Tu- 
nick and Gown Embroidered with Palm-leaves 
and other Devices in Gold, of his own : Be¬ 
came before, the Emperors themfelves, when 
Confuls, received thole Robes upon fblemn 
s D 4 Occasions, 
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Occasions, either cut of the Capitol where 
they were reported from time to time, or out 
ot the Wardrobe of the Court. He gave, by 
the Emperor’s leave, ten Sicilian Chariot- 
Horles,and ten others bought out of Cappadocia. 

Cirque. So that he rendred 
Ti eIf , “^ a f the Populace, who are always 
attested with thele things. <s£lm Cerdu, fays, 
that m all the Cities of Campania, Hetruris , 
Mamma, Ombria, and the Picenum, he divert* 

ed the People with the Sports of the Stage, and 
other Divertifements, upon his own Charges, 
for four days together. He writ in Profe the 
Prades of all the Princes before him of the 
Name ^Antoninus ; which Name he lo loved, 
that when he entred his Son into the Publick 
Regilter, before the Keeper of the Exchequer, 
according to the Roman Law, it is certain, he 
cahed him, Antoninus Gordianus ; 

,n,t n hsCwMfoip he wascholen the Pro- 
fa. C °-5! U i° f With theconfentof a11, who 

' wilhed well to the Honour of the Reign of 
Alexander Severn, iq that Country. That 
Prince hath a Letter extant, in which he re- 
turns his Thanks to the Senate for making 
choice of lo Delerying a Pei lion for that Em* 
ployment* 

Ym could not do any thing, fays he, Fathers 

t , StnaU > wh,ch * ”* ore Grateful, and more 
Veafing to pte than your making Choice of Go r- 
dianus to be theFroconful of Africa. A Man of 

F^d\nA( G u antrh Eloe l Hm > 7 *fi» Continent , 
and lo he goes on, 

' 7 ’ * .,-*■* 
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This jhews, how Great a Man he then was 
/hen therefore he came into Africa, the Peo- 
le Loved him, as they never did any Procon* 

1 before. Some called him a Scipl™ Te a 

c'flir * n UtiUS a Scavola > a Ruulius, and 
C.Lalmt. One day particularly, 4 ys 7«. 

rithcomelv erfo "’ °f a R r m Height. Hi, Per. 

ather f,jZ^L y 9® lrs > ai) d a ftately Vifaee,/ 0 ” 

™ er ™ dd y 'ten for, a good full Face. j& CWfcr 
“■ Mouth and Brow, carried a Main. 

Aim 5 r Uy b i* in ,hc Body. As re 
kfnS.- T“ '? Moderate, that you can 
tlm *>« «er did paffionaeely „? 

“'f^'^n/ndGrandfon.huDlhm? 

nd his Grand-daughter, very entirely 
ceordtng ro all ,|?e Rules of LmyT Se de^ 
fcrred fo much to his Wife’s Fatter AmL 

k™"*"* •Mh as he was in the Quality of a 
kotten Son to him, he never pJelumed to 

tt m th ' fame Wat « with him, nor tefom 
M. WaS a ^ rator » t0 & down in his prefence 
When he was Conful, he either dwek wkh 
U elways ,n h,s Houfo, or if he was at hfe 
5 ent '0'« lt up on him. Morning or 
%ht daily. Drank |i«le, and Eat lefs- 
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wit proper in his Cloaths: loved Bathing; li 
that in Summer he Bathed four or five timi 
a'day, and twice in the Winter: he Slept vei 
much* If he dined any time abroad with 1 
Friends, he made no fcruple to fall afleep 0| 
on the Couches; which any body might fe 
was natural to him, and not caufed by ai 
Hbriety or Luxury. 

Yet did not this good Life procure him 
happy End and Death. He who was in t! 
conduit of himfelf fo Venerable, and wasal 
ways entertaining himfelf fweetly with Plait 
Ariftotle, Tttlly, Virgil, and the reft of the Ai 
tients, fiiffered an Exit that was very differei 
from his deterts. As he remain’d the Procoi 
ful of Africa in the time of the Cruel and Vii 
lent Maxinun, after the deCeafe of his firft Kf 
fter the Emperor Alexander Severns, the Sen: 
Lent his Son to him into that Province, inti 
Quality of a Lieutenant to affifthim. No 
there was a Receiver of Maximin’s, who wi 
Barbarous upon a great many of the People 
the Country, beyond even what Maximin hii 
felf would have fullered. Some he Profcrilx 
others he put to death; enterprizing mai 
things beyond his Commiffion, till at Jeng 
the Proconlul and the Lieutenant took it U| 
on them to reprove him. He neverthel 
purluing his Courfes, and threatning w 
death Perfons of the Nobility, and of Gi 
fiilar Dignity, and the Africans not being ab! 
to endure fuch unwonted and outragious li 
juries, they firft of all joyning feme *of tl 
Soldiers to them, killed this-Receiver 'll" 

tl 
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thev began to think, what they fhould do next 
to fecure the repofe of the Country, and their 
own Lives, againft the Party of Maximin. 

And it being the time that Maximin had ren¬ 
dered himfelf odious unto all the World, one' 

Maurictus a Captain of Note amongft the A- 
(man,, and a Gentleman of good Birth, af- 
lembied a Party of them together upon his 
own Grounds, near the City Thy firm, and 
putting himlelf at the head of them, he Ha¬ 
rangued them thus. 

Gentlemen and Fellow-Citizens, 

I thank the immortal Gods that they have trivets <v t r 
»tbit mctjfary occa(imof providing for m-filvu Seim 
again# that farms Creature Maximin/ Tor to the A- 
fmee we have killed his RettiVer, who was jutl fricani. 
fuch another as himfelf , there is no fafety for 
as, unlefs we fet up a New Emperor. We have 
here a moft Noble Per [on, who is our Proconful > 
father with his Son a Conful, bis Lieutenant. 

They were both of them tbreatned with Death by 
that Viliam of a Receiver. If therefore you will 
\agree with me, we will Conftitute them our Em- 
ftrors, and Array them with the Purple, and the 
Ornaments of the Empire , according to the Laws 
tf the Romans. 

J he 4 l, ^'5 ce / nf " r ? ,d > 14 •• St i, 

mK'rri G r°. ds f ave tie Em f tror Gordianus. 

We Welcome Hts Majefiy to the Empire. Be You, 

viordianus, our Emperor,' and your Son Restn 
tilth yom ft 

T Havin M 0f ie this, they went in haflfe to Hie 
■town Ot Thyfdr us, where Gordianus was. They 

found 
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found the Venerable Old Gentleman repofed 
upon the Bed, they told him the Refolution 
that had brought them thither, and prefented 
him with the Purple. . He threw himfelf up¬ 
on the -ground, and refufed it with all the 
earneftnefs in the World. They took him up 
from the ground ; and at laft when there was 
no poffible remedy for it, nor no other way 
to avoid the Peril, which was undoubtedly 
Htisde. Great from the Party of Maximin , he fuffered 
himself to be proclaimed Emperor. 

Now he was of the Age of Eighty Yeats, and 
had been the Governour of many Provinces 
in his time; and his A&ions had ever recom¬ 
mended him fo to the People of Rome, that 
he was lookt upon as one, that altogether de- 
%ved the Empire. After he was Declared, 
his Party caft down the Statues of Maximin, 
broke in pieces his [mages, and by common 
content eraled his Name out of the Publick 
Monuments. But upon Gordianus ■ they con- 
ferred the Title of Gordianus Africanus ; not 
only becaufe he began his Reign in Africa, 
but upon the account of his Reunion to the 
Family of the Scipio's . Some likewife furname 
both him and his Son Antonini ; others Antoniu 
However that is, after their Elevation at th«i 
Town of Tbyfdrut, they came from thence to 
Carthage , attended with all princely Romp. 
Gordianus , the Son, who before was the Lieu¬ 
tenant to his Father, was appointed to be the 
Prince, thatfhould take the Field and be the 
General of the War. An EmbafTy was di¬ 
spatched to the Senate at Rome with Letters, 

to I 
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to give an Account of all this: which Letters 
were very well received by the Senate, whofe 
Prefident atthat time was Valerian, who was 
afterwards himfelf Emperor. Private Letters 
alfo were tent to their Friends, who were Men 
of Power and Quality, to invite them to ap- 
prove the African Revolution, and to make 
tnemfelves more their Friends by contributing 
their affiffances to maintain it. 

The Senate received the News of the fet* l • 
nng up of two fuch Emperors againft Maximin drov'd 
with fo great fatisfadion, that they not only fftboSt. 
approved of what was done, but made a choice *****- 
of twenty Perfons out of themfclves, amongft 
whom to divide the Country of Italy , in order 
*°l- l ^ it in the behalf of the Gordiani. Of 
which number was Maximus and Balhsnus , 
who after the death of the fame Gordiani in 
Afrsca, lucceeded to the Empire by the Au- 
tnorityof the Senate. In the mean time, an 
fcmbally from Maximin mined at Rome , with 
the promites of an Abolition of what was pafs’d 
to his prejudice. But the Embafly of the Gor- 
dusns prevailed above it; from which all the 
Good was to be expected, that any one could 
“ e ” r ® • l f promifed the Soldiers a great Bounty 
and the People Lands and LargefTes: Jt was a 
great deal more credited, than that of Maximin: 
lo that the Senate proceeded thereupon to cut 
off Vitalianus , who was the Captain of the 
Guards to Maximin at Rome. For Vitalianus 

l ,,/ ^eamre, and had already fhe wn 
himfelf of fuch another cruel Difpofition as 
his Matter, the further cffe&s whereof they 

dreaded; 
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dreaded .* and it is Commonly (aid, That the 
Method taken to do this, was contrived for 
the greater privacy thus. 

The Quaeft'or and fome Soldiers with him, 
Vital* Who were Bold Men, were fent to Vitaltanw 
/lain. nU * Letters, pfctended to be arrived for him 
from Maximin. The Letters were fealed, as 
it Were With Maximidi Signet. Having deli, 
ver’d them, they told him, that they had fome 
thihgs to (peak to him in private. He took 
them from the Company, into a long Gallery: 
where, as his Eyes were upon the Letters itl 
his Hand, and as he was expe&ing to hear 
What they had to fay further, they killed him; 
atid then perfuaded the reft of the Guards, 
that it was done by the Order of Maximiii 
himfelf. 

It is fit, that I fhould give you the Decree 
of the Senate for Conftituting the two Gor¬ 
diani Emperors, and the denouncing Maximin 
an Enemy. An Extraordinary Aflcmbly of 
the Senate being called, the Conlul attended 
with the Praetors, ALdiles and Tribunes of the 
People came to the Houfe. The Governour 
of the City of Rome was not with them. He 
abfented himfelf for Reafons he knew beft: 
And as he was a Favourer of the Maximim, 
it was a kindnefs to the Caufe of the Gordi • 
ant, that he did fo. The Conlul opened the, 
Seffion with this Speech. 
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,mr Precuful ,f Africa, tie other ,mr U ,u„ 

fl’ Tr * gm ! Al,m f l <f ri' Africans 
Marti Ettmrere Here. Lt, L nm 

n \ h ‘ T T, °f Thyfdrns, uud rettL 
Tbrnki to our Btltved People of Carthage, tb/t 

fj> bum tbm delivered ue from <t£t Cruel 
Beajl that Savage Beajl, Maximin.' 

3 f*tm f‘ Ga !f mn * Wbat leot ,m about 

tbl I t Wm, t ym " ! i, ,t 

au EuZ, , f°'- Maxirain i, 

ofF JPn' lCt b l G ° ds immdiatel y take bint 
°% an . d £™“ s to h™ joy, the Prudence 
Thee*!™* °/^ 0r(ilanus the Father, and 

Xl ev ^ ,s r ^ e reac ^ Letters to them 
W Th* W r P n ^ nt , t0 ^ ie Senate and to himfelf 
[Se Then followed thefe Acclamationsrf-ffi 


Fathers of the Senate, 

The two Gordiani, the Father and the Son, | Ju 


f,P*j! V n 7 hanh mt °y° u > Oje Gods. Per- 
t f wtrance of us from our Enemies 
which .you have begun. We all adjudge Maxi' 
nun an Enemy. We devote Maximin and bis 
Son to the Region of Hell. We declare the gL 
diant cur Emperor,. We acknowledge the Gor- 
I diani our Soveraigm. The Gods Prefervc theEL 
ptrors who are elttted out of the Senate. Let us 
tm our Noble Emperors as Conquerors. Let us 

b<lVt ml * rt f en . ctc f 0Mr Emperors at Rome with 
w. Whoever hills the Publick Enemies , he [hall 
jtetive a Reward. * 1 


. The two Gordiani, the Father and the Son, I JuniusCordus calls thi« a Tar* c t 

■* »-***. •**£ b« W h««h« 


joilr 


in 



4? 

A “ash 
Dcree, 
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in ftiort; for we have no Example amongft 
us of it at this day. Only, as when «your 
Majefty calls your Chief Minifters into your 
Cabinet, to Confult about Matters that are 
not immediately to be made known to all the 
World, your Minifters are under their Oaths 
to fpeak nothing of them, till liich time as 
the Bufineft is compleated; fo when any 
Publick Neceflity in Antient Times prefs'd 
the State, as for Inftance, an imminent Dan* 
ger from the Enemy, which obliged them 
either to take inferiour features perhaps, or, 
to make an Order which was no fooner to be 
known, than done, or that they would not 
have their Friends nor any body to know any 
thing of it, then the Senate alleinbled them* 
Selves in Private, and their Decree Was Tacit: 
They had no Clerks, no Publick Servants, noj 
Afleflors prefent: the Senators did all, and[ 
executed the Offices of the Neceflary Men 
themlelves: that nothing that was done ihould 
be betrayed. And in this manner it was, that 
according to Junius Cor Jus, the Decree of the 
Senate againft Maximin palled, to Conceal it 
lo much the more from Maximin. . 

But, as there are Ibme Men, who cannot 
keep a Secret for fear, as it werej that it ihould 
burft them, and who blufh that what they 
know Ihould not be difcovered by themlelves, 
and imagining that they fhall be Men of no 
Confequence, unleft they mike it appear that 
they are inerufted with great Matters. Maxi 
min, notwithftanding this Seeredy* foon citni 
to the knowledge of Wh’af Hid faffed/ ijj 
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M 3 CopF,this very Decree lent him, which 
Was never kpown to be done before. Here- 
upon he writ a Letter to Rahims the Governour 
of the City, offended at his abfenpe from the 
Senate at the time when that Decree was car¬ 
ried j becaufe as he was a Friend of his, he • 
ought to have been there, to have oppofed it. 

The Letter was this. * 

: \ 

I Have read, the late Secret Decree of thofe Se- 
naters of purs at Rome ; which perhaps you, 

M>o are the Governour of the City, knew nothing; 
f '» J or ™tb(r was you prefent at I have 
lent a Copy of it to you, that you may confider 
Meafutes to take , and how to Conduit your 


The Emotion which Maxiwin was in-when 
he received the News of the Revolt of Africa, 
and the Concurrence of the Senate to it was 
jttch as cannot be expreffed. lie threw 'him „ 

[elf againft the Walli tore his Cloaths, drew p*^* 
his Sword 9 s if he could kill all the World Mawmi/ 
;nd feem’d abfolutely like a Man out of his' 
wits. His Statues and Images in the mean 
time, as he was a declared Enemy, were 
thrown down ; and the Senate made all the 
ule imaginable of the Power Which they had 
taken into their hands. The Informers, Ca¬ 
lumniators; Receivers, and all thofe Firebrands 
W the Party of Maximin they condemfied to 
death* But this did not latisfie the People: 

j° dragged them allb through the Streets, 
m thre * them into the Kennel. Sahinus 
® • the 
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tht Governour of the City, who had been a 
Conful, was then knockt on the head, and 
left in the Street dead.. 

When Maximin had heard of thefe things, 
he cameprefently to his Array, artd harangu’d 
them to this purpose. 

My [worn FeUow s Soldiers, ypu who are engagtl 
in my Fortunes, and who endure all the Hazards 
’ of the War with me, whiljt toe defend the Ho¬ 
nour of the Roman Name, in Germany, an! 
with .eur . Arms maintain the Country of lllyri 
cum aguinfi the Barbarians, I am fo acquaint 
you, that the Africans, who are falfe to a Pro 
verb, are now Revolted. They have jet up 
two Gordiani, Emperors againft ’me. One 
them fo Old, that he can fearce rife fronts 
Chair : the other fo weakned with his Debauchtrjl 
that he is as feeble, as if he was as Old as m 
Father. This is not all. That Worthy Seneli 
. at Rome hath approved of the Fait of the Afri 
cans.; and thofe for whom, and for wbofe Ciil 
drtns Good after them, we carry our Arms, bm i 
appointed Twenty Perfons of the Order of tk 
. • Confuls , to make Head, againfi us in Italy, in 

have declared us all Enemies. Now that tobitl 
I fay to you is, Let us play the Men and mm 
forthwith to Rome, and let us Bravely and Ce» 

1 ragioujly, as we always do, cut our way tbrot fl 
tbenuall. 

The Army was not fo moved at this Speech 
but Maximin perceived a flacknefs in theii 
March, and a Backwardftefs, which he did 
hot relifh. So he writ a Letter to his Son, 
who was a great way behind, to haften to hi 

witl 
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with all fpeed, for fear the Soldiers Ihould take 
the advantage of his Ablence'to let fomething 
on foot againft him. The Letter was this, 
as it is m Junius-Cordus. 

| * » * 
fT'His Exprefs, who is one of my,Guards, will 

it “"yW'tb* News that I have received 
both from Africa and Rome; and alfo, how my 
I Army fiands affeSted, Fray, make all the ba(te 
fan to me, for fear of any Attempt that 
Jhould be made, as is tifual : He wljom I have 
fern, will acquaint you further. 

r 

Whilft thefe things parted, Captlianus in A- Capelia. 

| took up Arms againft the. two Gordiani. nu * op. 
fHe had always been an Enemy to the Father 
>fOre he was Emperor; and being the Gover - tn Afr,c,1< 
jour of Mauritania for Maximin , and an old 
Soldier, Gordianus after he was* Emperor turn’d 
him out: which provoked him to raife a Body • 
of the Mow, with whom he haftily dire&ed 
his March towards Carthage , where all the 
People with a right Puniclc Infidelity, were 
ready to revolt to him from the Gordiani again 
Gordianus the Father dertred however to try 
the L Fortune of a Battel. Hefentliis Son to 
hght Captlianus , and the Party of the Maxi* 
mins that was with him. The Son was then 
of the Age of fix and forty Years; younger 
than CapelianUs, and not fo experienced in die * 
matter of War; becaufc he had been more 
converfantin the Delights, ordinary to Perlbns 
Or his .Quality, than the Adairs of the Field. 

They Engag’d, Capeliams , as he was the Bolder 
E * and 
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and the skllfhller Soldier won the day, and 
Gordtavut was killed upon the placed 

>ur5 n r^ ber , of the flain « ^is Battel on 
the fidei of GorJ,anus wasfo very great, that his 

Body after a long Search which, was made for 

L,fe and Reign 

Father, hearing this, and considering that his 
Strength was now Small, and Maxima's 
and that Cafeham, was at his Heels > Thft the' 

x rr-ri a (0 

him^ S m$ no more f * f W W 

5? h ‘lf / u 5 r4, ncl r fae,n 8 tr °nbled to think, 
that he Should fall alive into the hands of his 

Enemies, to avoid that, he took a Cord and I 

Strangled himSelf. This was the End of tfiel nn nm ~ * 

pftSSfS — CAPITOLINUS. 

) 


emperor 

Gordianus the Second. 


B Y 


T df £ 


G ORDIANUS the Second was the 
Son of the precedent Gordiam, the 
p m Proconful of Africa,\and was fee up 

n« e P y B „ by the i f r -- ind ■* *» S«- 

pate of Rme at the Same time, and in con- 
iundhon With his Father. He was one, whofs 
Ingenuity and Carriage of himfelf, gave him 
B R OT at ' on * as the Honour of his 
thd^ W r Kh c be r s rdated ro Several 

theGr^Iif 5 °J the S T' s > thaf of 

the Great, the Antomnujjes , and the Antonies. 

E ? His 
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His Mother was Fabia Orefiiila, a Great Grand¬ 
daughter of the Emperor M. Aurelius Antoni - 
wis ; which was the reafon that he was Regi- 
itred in his Infancy by the Name of Antoninus 
Gordianm. But yet Gordianus was the Name I 
which adhered to him, and which he was com- 

monly called by. He was his Father’s firft 
Child. 

In his Studies he always followed the bed 
HjsCha- and graved Opinions. He was very Hand- 
when , om f’ °f r an extraordinary Memory, and a 
young. ^ ^ a , , eet Difpofition s inlomuch, that at 
School, when a Child, if he law fome of the 
Boys beaten, he could not forbear to cry for 
them. His Mailer was Ser'tnus Summon feus , wh‘o 
extreamly loved him, and bequeathed to him at 
his death a Library which conlifted of Sixty 
two Thoufand Books; being the whole Library, 
or another Serenus Sammonicus the Father, who 
was put to death under the Emperdr CaracaUd : 
The fame of which Treafure of Learning ex. 
tolled Gordianus to the Heavens, and gaveliim 
a great Name amongll the Ingenious. The 
Emperor Hehogabalus made him a Quaeftof; 
to whom he was known, by being a'- young 
•Man that loved Plea fine; but yet Without 
Scandal, and without ever bearing partin the 
infamous Luxury of that Prince. Alexander 
Severn made him a Praetor, for the Affairs 
oi: the City of Rome j He difelwged himlelf 
o well, and gained fo great an Efteem, that 
he prelently alter was made a Conlul, though 
nis rather had come late to that Honour ir After 
winch, either in the time oi the lame Alexan¬ 
der 
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der Severus, or in that of Maximin, he was lent 
into Africa » as Lieutenant to his Father, the 
then Prfaconful there; where what Fortune 
befel him, we have already recounted under 
the Life of his Father. 

He loved Wine; but he always had it In- And in his 
filled, either with Roles, or Maffick, or advanc'd 
Wormwood, or other things, that pleafed his 
Palate. He eat very little. He had dined 
and Hipped, as it were in a moment. Wo¬ 
men he pallionately loved. It is laid, he kept 
1 two and twenty Concubines ; by all which, 
he had three or four Children a-piece. He 
was called the Priamus of his .Age, for the 
multitude of his Iflue. In Drollery, inftead 
of Priamus , they many times called him a 
Pftapus. He fpent his time betwixnthe Gardens, 
the Baths, and the delightful Groves. Nor did 
his Father Correct him; but often faid. That he 
would one day die a Great Man. For as freely 
as he lived, he did not depart from that Vigor, 
which was natural to him; nor from the Vir¬ 
tues of Perfons of Honour. He was always 
amongll the moff llluftrious Company, and 
ready with the bell of his Judgment to lerve 
either the Publick, or his Friend. Therefore 
the Senate were very glad to Proclaim him 
Empdror together with his Father, and placed 
the Publick Hopes in him. He was juft in his 
Drels, beloved by his Domefticks and all that 
belong’d to him, tAdltus Cordus lays, that he 
never would confent to Marry. But on the 
contrary we are told by Bexippus , that Gordi¬ 
anus the Third was his Son, who afterwards, 

E 4- whilft 
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Emigre * ‘ WaS 4 ^ 0u i^ > was advanced to the 

32 m con J u «&*°n with Maximus and 

AftSn^? iS u atilC u { Z? Q time consulted an 

M«wT^fc hou f the £? lvky ° nim > i( ** 

i r d> ^ e y That he would be both 

an '£ % cr of *n Emperor, and 

jt as^ left thJTi e,f: , G ° r t m ! ^g»»ng at 
rofcoDe an A ^^ roog . er ^ew’d him his Ho. 
roicope, and undertook to prove out of the 

MMf?., 1 * fi " an E™^; 

of hi! own »S? & . *P°*» ver >' o(ien both 

»tear,»%$■"•»“ 

lamenting hi s Condition,,hat he *« „ ot l^' 

ofW,««'heSco D nH“' lrfcS a " d , alr ° V «fe 

r '"* . He 
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He wis a great lover of Fruit anA ul l 
[n his other Diet he was very fparing • but he 
vasalways, eating feme New Fruit or other- 
‘ 8 r ® at lover of all Gold things: in the Sum 
Ktr he eat little elfe. He was St? j 

..juch inclined to be Fat anr i ►u a ^r f a *? d 
rather chafe this Diet* w ktfeDhfo&d 6 the 

psHESSES 
SSagSS-** 

SSTtaS?:*?* tl,e g ^b u ,« 

denied life * no * wh « ro fy: Becaufciti s 

f* 455 SSSa&»a]S 

T ant i: refemb,adJ a* i- 

and rtlore for their uf 10 ^ 1 f^* 8 Remarkable 
pafi’d in (Moire H n °“ r ' tha ' 110 be wholl >’ 

the 
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THE 


Life and Reign 


OF THE 


EMPEROR 

Gordianus die Third. 

BY 

Julius Capitolinus. 


A Fcer the death of the two preceding 
Gordiani, as on the one hand the Se¬ 
nate whom that News had ftruck with 
a great Confirmation, and put them viry 
much in fear of Maximin, elected, .out of thj 
twenty Perfons. appointed for the defence « 
, Italy, Maximus and Olefins Bfibinus to be JJtb 
perors; fq on the other, the People and tW 
Guards made it their Requtft, that Gofdiaf 
the Third, a Youth of about Eleven, pr fotnt 
fay, Thirteen, or as Junius Cordtts fays, Sixteen 

Yeap 
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Years of Age, might be created and declared 
the Cafar, that is, the Perfon who fhould next 
fucceed to the Empire ; who therefore accor¬ 
dingly was brought to the Senate and inverted „ . . 
with that Quality with the ufual Solemnity, elat'd 
He was the Grandfon of the Emperor Gordi- Emperor, 
anus the Firft; but whether by a Daughter, as 
many fay, or by his Son Gordianus the Second, 
who died with him in Africa, as Duxippus thinks, 

I cannot determine. His Mother Educated 
him. 

Maximus and Balbinus Reigned two Years, 
and then were kill’d in a Mutiny of the Sol¬ 
diers. The two Maxiwins were. extin<rt before. 

So there remaining, without any Competitor, 

Gordianus the Third,, who had for the two 
years laft part, been honoured with the Qua¬ 
lity of the C afar, the Soldiers, the People, Se i 
nate and'all the Couptry, with great Joy and 
Alacrity, and with extraordinary demonflrati- 
ons of their Affe&ion, agreed to proclaim him 
Emperor : Loving him in Memory, and for 
the Merits of his Grandfather Gordianus the 
Firft, and of his Father, or otherwife his Uncle 
Gordianus the Second, who both of them took 
‘up Arms for the Senate and the People of Rome 
againft Maximin, and loft their lives in their 
fervice by the Fortune of that War. 

It was look’d upon as a Sign, That Gordia¬ 
nus ths Third would not be a Prince of a long 
Reign; that fucha great*Ec!ipfe of the Sun 
happen’d about thaftime; that,the Day Was 
turn’d irfto Night, and you could fee to do no¬ 
thing without Candles, He entertained the City A 

1 off 


6o 


Mis Fa¬ 
ther, in- 

Law. 
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of Rome with Sports and Paftimes upon hj, 
conung to the Empire r not only the more to 
meratiate himfelf with them, but to make them 
alto forget the Heats and Divilions which they 
had had amongft themfelves. Then an Infur. 
reaion commenc'd in Africa, headed by SaL 
nianm, in the Year when Venujbus and Sabin* 
were the Gonfuls. Gordiansst Armed the Pr& 
Irdent of Mauritania againft that Revolter; 
who beheged and reduced him to that extre* 
mity, that all his Party left him, and came and 
acknowledged their fault. After this, hecom- 
?i? War with Perfia, the Emperor him r 
lelt, which was his fecond Confulfliip, and 
Pompepnut being then Confuls. The young 
Emperor, before he went to that War. mar* 
ried the Daughter of 'Myfttheus \ who as be 
was a Perfon of great’Erudition and rare Elo¬ 
quence, Gordtanus thought him not unworthy 
to be admitted into his Alliance: and pre- 
tontly he made him his Captain of the Guards. 
This flxengthen’d his Reign. Himfelf was for 

ir A ?n®7 a , nd vef y f dvi %d: but being 
alto affifted with the Counsels of fo excellent 
a Father-in-Law, nothing was a<fted by him 
that was puerile or defpifable; nor was he 
made a Property of by the Eunuchs and Set- 
yarns of the Court, which he was but too 
much lubjea to be before this Matdb, whiift 

thei C ° ntmUed Unde * the Re « enc V °fhis M<r 

We have a. Letter ofhis Father-in-Law writ- 

ten ,5°T, ? nd anof her from him written 
to his Father-in-Law, in which are contained 

great' 
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great Marks of the Reformation of the Times 
by virtue of the Counfels of Myfitbeut. The 
Letters are thefc. 

To my Lord and Emperor, my Son 
Myfitheus his Father.in-Law and 
Captain of the Garuds. 


6t 


a r ^f a (i* re t0 m t0 obferve the Altera- 
* $* e - Times, fince every thing was bought 

and Iold by the Eunuchs, and fuch as pretended 
themfelves to be Friends, but were really the 
Veateft Enemies to your Maje/ty. I am glad, 

r t nf- a 0t " rt ™ oved J rom your Reign ; 

Y 0 *r Mpejty is y m frff A ip 0 V(r y j a j 0 f ^ 

M I am the more pleafed to fee ,, becaufe it 
fiewsi that howfiever badly Affairs have been be¬ 
fore managed, the fault was not in you , my Son. 
Mr was st to your mind, that the Commands 
tn the Army were difpo/ed of through the favour 
of the Eunuchs ; or that Perfons were denied the 
towards due to their Services; or that they were 
tjther faved for Money and Affection, when the* 
dtferved to die, or put to death, when they £- 
lerved to live. It was not by your fault that 
tbe Treafury was exhaufied ; but all thefe things 
. at ™ e uoor of tbofe who were continually Plot- 
ting and entring into Cabals to deceive you* 
whereby they prevented the Accefs of Men of 
trfui and Honefly to your Perfon, $repofftffmg 
you agamfi fucb, and on the contrary, infinuating . 
othtrs mto your favour, at vitious at themfelves, • 

through 
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through whoje and their own Methods together, 
they made a Prey of you. The Gods be thankel 
that your Majefiy is fenfible of all this, anl 
that you have taken it into your Confideration tc 
Reform the State, 1 am happy in being the Ft- 
ther-in-Law of Jo good a Prince: A Pripte wht 
iexamines into, and who will know all things, aid 
who hath banijhed from him thofe, by whom be¬ 
fore he was made an Auttion of, and fold ti 
whofoever offered mofi. i . 

The Emperor Gordianus, to Myfitheui ) 
my Father, and my Captain of| 
the Guards. 


B 


UT that the Almighty Goijs continue to Prt- 
' tett the Roman Empire, the Slaves, the 
Eunucht, would ere this have even Ruined tbit 
And mb. I now fee very wed, that Fxlicio was 
not a fit Perfon for the Command of the Guardi, 
which I gave him ; nor Serapamtno, to be truff 
ed with the Fourth Legion. 1 am fenfible, not 
#6 reckon up ad Particulars , that I have dm 
many things otherwife than in Prudence I ought I 
and l thank the Gods , that through your Infinut' 
tion, who are entirely Juft and True to me, I uri: 
derfiand my Error, and that I know the things 
which have been before Jhut up from me* Mail- 
rus dmpofed upon me, and by a Confederacy with 
Gaudianus, Reverendus, and Montanus, at hk 
^ Witniffes to confirm what he faid in order to win 
upon my belief, he either commended or dtfcotn * 

mended 
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mended Perfons to me as he pleafedt My Father, 

I would defire you to fearch into the Truth of 
things. An Emperor is in a miferable Condition, 
that hath the Truth hid from him.. For (ince be 
cannot walk abroad to examine what he would 
himfelf , of neceffity he mufi take up with fuch as 
be bears , and what comes to him upon the Credit 
of others. . 

, ,®y thefe two Letters it is c&Ge to fee, that 
V 1 *?. young Prince was much amended and 
framed in his Conduflyby the Advices of 
Mjfitbeus- The Gravity and the Uprightnefs 
or that Man had fuch an influence upon hirtl. 
that he made Gordianus Famous, who other- 
wife might have pafs’d his time ift great Ob- 
feunty, without any thing bit his Quality to 
recommend him to Pofterity. 

An Earthquake happened in the Reign of 
this Emperor, fo terrible, that whole Cities 
with thcif People were fwallpwed up in it. On 
which bccanon a great many Sacrifices were 
celebrated in all Parts of Rome, and generally 
all over the World. The Books, fays tAElius 
Cordus, of the Sibyls, were confuted, and all the 
Ceremonies being performed that feemed to 
be preferibed therein, then this universal Ca¬ 
lamity ceafed. 

• After the Earthquake, an<f in the time of 
the Confulfhips of Prat ext at us and Atticus, the 
Temple of Janus was opened (which was a 
hgn of War Proclaim’d) and Gordianus march- The p er fi- 
ed upon an Expedition again.ft Perfia. He auRxee- 
took fo great an Army with him, and fuch a wm 

quantity 
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quantity of Riches to fopport it, that he might 
eafily aflure the Vi#ory to his (i<fa He pa© 
through the Province Qf Mafia, and fp |ntp 
Thrace, where be Conquer'd a? he went; atyi 
who/oever of the Barbarians disputed hi? Paf 
/age, he fought them, rowed them, and drow 
fhem before him. He arrived in Syria and ad¬ 
vanced to the City of Antioch , which wasthtJ) 
in the hand? of the Verfians. Here he engaged 
the Enemy in (everal Battels, in which he 
had fo much the better, that Saporesxks King 
°f Re'fia, was obliged to retire and leave him 
to pofle/s himfelf of the Cities of Antioch>, He 
pen, and Nifibin, that had all been reduced W 
fore under the.^njpireof Pfrfia. 

His great Indeed the Kang of fvfia was made fo let)- 

Succefi, hble of the Power of the Bmperor Gordian*, 
that though he was provided with great Forets 
to ftand upon his defence, he voluntarily with* 
drew his Garrifons out pf pur Towns, and left 
them intire to their Inhabitants, without the 
leaft Plunder or diminifhing any thing of their 
Fortunes. ^All which was much owing to the 
Conduct of Myfithm. In fine, the Perfim, 
who had made themfelves redoubtable in Italy* 
retired within their own Kingdom from the 
Arms of Gordianus, and all the haft fobipittgd 
to the Obedience of the Empire of Rome . Ths 
Account Cent by Gordianus himfelf to the Se¬ 
nate, of this Expedition, fays thus: 
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tithe Necks of the Antiochians from the Per- 
iian Yoke, and have removed from them the Kintrs 

ren L and if W * have rtc6nt 5 uet ' d He¬ 

ron, and its Dependences, to the Roman Em- 

f f ei andar ^omupto Nifibis; and if the Gods 
favour us, we {hall proceed further to Ctefiphon 

1 FIT CL* m(h ° rti Pr ^S for the good Heahb 
of Myfitheus, my Father and my Captain of the 

f n ?Z‘ > bav, happil, iranfaSeJehi 

! T- b V u P' 11 ' ,h ‘ n f ,l (‘- * i for m t'l 
•mini Puhhck Sacrifice t and Thank,giving, fir 


«S 


r . 

Patters of the,Senate^ To add to tit ViElctiti 
r which we obtained in our fajfage into the Eaftj 
whereof each merits a Triknifb i ive hkiie deli^tt* 


, ms read ra ‘¥ Aey Je- . 

lins af HhtTr “ W 6 ''”'him Triumph- 
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had furnifhed with ftores of Provifion, fiiffi* 
dent to entertain an Emperor and his Army: 
There was Vinegar, Corn, Bacon, Barley and 
Straw* laid up for a Year. Lefler Towns had 
Stores, fome thirty, fbme for forty Days, and 
two Months. The leaft provided, were pro. 
vided for fifteen days. As he was the Captain 
of the Guards,-he continually examined the: 
Arms of the Soldiers; he (ufferedno fuperanj 
nuated Man, nor no Boy to ferve, whole re 
fpeCtive Ages excufed them; He made tlij 
Tour of all the Camps, and view’d their Tren¬ 
ches himfelf, and went the Rounds man] 
times in the Night. All loved him, becaulo 
he was fo equal a Friend to both the Emperor 
and the Empire. The Tribunes aira the <3e« 
nerals had fuch regard for him, that they ne¬ 
ver failed in their Duties before him, nordi' 
fputed his Orders. Philip, who fucceeded him 
in his Place of Captain of the Guards, lor] 
fdme reafons, apprehended him very much: 
and this fear put him upon a contrivance to 
attempt his Life, which was thus: Myfifbt* 
being ill of a Flux, the Phyficianshad order¬ 
ed him a Dofe to flop it: but by the means 
of Philip , that Dole was exchanged, and :! 
contrary one given him, which encreafed hh 
Flux to that degree, that he died. 

After his Death, which happened under the 
Confulfhips oiArridnus and Papm, Philip, in 
Arabian born, was made the Captain of tfie 
Guards. A Man of mean Parentage, Proud, 
and not able to contain himfelf in io high 
and new a Fortune. Hi foon began to form 

defigw 
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defigns to prejudge the Aitoy againfl the 
Emperor Gordidnus . He brought them one 
time into places where there were no Provifions 
in the Granaries: Another time, the VefTel s 
Jirhich came charged With Corn for them by 
Water, Were through his means diverted ano¬ 
ther way ; This he did malicioufly to difguft 
them againft Gordidnus: becaufe there had 
been luch vaft Stores laid up by Myfnhem for 
the ute of the Army, that with good Conduct 
they knew they could not fail to be fupplied i 
at the fame time they did not fufpeCt that Go/ 
dianus was fo impofed upon by Philip: who to 
add yet to their Refentments, and to blow up 
the Fire,, caufed a Rumour to be fpread, that 
Gordtanuf, bQme> (a very young, was not a PerJ 
Ion ot Ability lufficient to govern the Empire ^ 
and that it was much better that Philip fliould* 
be in his place, who underfiood jt* and how 
to Command an Army. He corrupted the’ 
Prmcipejy who ate a Body of the ftrongefl and 
the ftouteft Men amongft them, to his fide • 
till at length, by his management he brought 
it about, that Philip was openly deniaiidedto 
be made Emperor; which the Friends of Gor- 
diatnii immediately oppofed to the utmOft: but 
I when the Army was in a condition of ftar- 
Vmg for want of ProvifionS, the Empire was 

l £,. u P° n and if Was agreed, that » 
ne mould Reign in conjunction with Gordianus ma ^ e 
and fhould be as it were the Guardian of the {>eror ' 
yotfng Prince. 

a % c ^ s r P 0 ^ e ^sd of the Empire, c6»fi 
ported hiriilelf with fo much Pride and Hatigh 
F % i 
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tinefs in all things towards Gordianus, that as 
Gordianus was a Prince who had come to the 
Throne with Honour, of a Noble Family, and 
of a Race of Princes, his Father and his Grand¬ 
father being both Emperors before him, fo that 
he could not endure the intrulion of a Perfon 
of fo ignoble an Original as Philip, he aflem- 
bled, in the pretence of Macius Gordianus his 
Kinfman, who was the Captain of the Guards, 
the Officers and Soldiers of the Army together, 
and complained to them; how ungrateful 
Philip was for the Kindnefles he had done him, 
and he hoped that it would be thought fit, to 
depofe him from the Empire again. He fpoke 
as much as he could, to that purpofe; but af¬ 
ter all, the Faction of Philip prevailed and 
carried it fb againft him, that they turned the 
Tables upon him, and depoted Gordianus from 
the Empire. He feeing that his Credit was 
not fo great as Philips, demanded that at leaft 
the Power Ihoqld be equal betwixt them. This 
was denied. Then he offered to content him* 
felf with retaining the Quality of the Cajar, 
This was alfo denied. Then he defired, that 
they would not refute him the Office of the 
Captain of the Guards. But this was alfo de¬ 
nied. His Jaft Prayer was his Life, and to 
ferve Philip as a Commander in the Army. 
Philip had almoft contented to this; who faid 
nothing himfeJf, but direded his Party in ajl 
things by Nods and private Signs. But when 
he confidered with Jhiinfelf the Affe&ion which 
the Senate and People of Romt , together with 
all Africa and Syria, and indeed all the Em- 
• pire 


Vol. II. Emperor Gordianus the Third. 69 

pire had for Gordianus, as being of a Noble Fa¬ 
mily, and both the Son and Grandfon of an 
Emperor, and one that had done great Services 
to the Empire in the Wars, he thought that 
it might one day happen, that the Army by 
fome unforefeen Accident, might take a fancy 
to re-inthrone him again, becaufo their pre- 
fent Annnofity which was upon theoccafion 
of heir want of Proyffions, was but a Paflion 
that might not lafl always; and therefore he 
ordered him to be carried out of fight (Gordi- 
crying as he went; and to be difrobed of 
the Purple and killed; which after a little he- 

«,g“ed fix Years! aCCOrdin 8 l >’’ h <= W 

Thus by Blood, and not by Right, did thp* 

Emperor Philip raife himfelf. In the mean 

K, "g° f Scythia, ravaged the 
Kingdoms adjoynmg to him, unto which he 
was encouraged, Specially by the death of 
Myfttbeus, by whofe Counfels the Empire had 
been fo wcl governed before under Gordianus 
Philip , willing to conceal hisacceflion to the 
Empire by Blood, font Letters to Rome with 
d , ,fferem AfoiintJ in which he faid, 
that Gordianus was dead of a Sickncfs, and that 

FW h ‘ m % a c the Army had elected him 
Emperor. The Senate was eafily to be de- 

cejved m the Truth of things at that diftance. 

They accepted and proclaimed Philip Emperor, 
nd repofod1 the deceafed Gordianus in the num- 

Zm $ GO u* u He was a ^ndfome, gay, 
amiable Touth, obliging to all, of an agree- c &* r * s * 

able Life, and good Erudicio/i; he wanted ^ orcJi ' 

* 1 nothing ' * 
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nothing but Age for the Throne. The Peo- 
pie and the Senate loved him, and ib alfo did 
the Army, before the Faction of Philip, be¬ 
yond any Prince that they had ever had yet. All 
the Soldiers and the Senate, fays Cordm, called 
him their Son, and all the People called him 
their Darling. Nor did Philip after he had 
killed him, take away his Images, or throw 
down his Statues, or raze out his Name: He 
always gave him the Title of a God, amongft 
the very Party with whom he had confedera¬ 
ted againft him: He ferioufly honoured him; 
but not without mixing with his Worfhip, a 
great deal of foreign Graft and Diflimulation. 
f. The Houfe of the Gerdiani is Handing at 
this day. It was very finely beautified by this 
Jaft Prince. Their ViUa or Country-Seat, is 
upon the Way that leads to Paltftrma , confining 
of two hundred Pillars of fourfeveral Orders; 
fifty of the Marble of Cary (to in the Ifland of 
Negrepont, fifty of the Claudian Marble, fifty of 
that of the City Synnada in Phrygia ■„ and fifty 
of that of Numidia , all of the fame nicafbre: 
There are three Galleries three hundred foot 
long: I he reft is fuitable ta the Worl; > and 
the Baths fuch, as no part of the World, ex¬ 
cept Rome, can parallel. The Senate decreed 
this extraordinary privilege to the Family of 
the, Gordiant, that their Pofterity, if they plea* 
fed, might for ever be exempted from Tute¬ 
lages. Embaflies, and all other public^ Duties. 
There are no Publick Buildings by this Jaft 
Prince extant at Rome, befides fome Foufitaitft 
jpg $ at h* \ The Baths he built not neither 
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for publick, but only private ufe. He had be¬ 
gun to build a Royal Stru&ure in the Field of 
Mart, at the foot of the Mount, confifting 
of two Galleries of a thoufjnd foot length 
each, and the diftance of five hundred foot 
from one another; the Interfpaco on either' 
fide to be adorned with Greens, composed of 
Laurel, Myrtle, and Box;' and in the middle 
a Terrafs of the length of the Galleries, fu- 
famed with rows of fmall Pillars, and having 
over head another ftately Gallery of five hun¬ 
dred foot. Befides this, he, with the dire&ion 
of My fit hern, had defigned to build a Summer 
Bath, which fhould bear his own Name; and 
alfo other Baths for the Winter, for the ufe of 
this Place, to render both the Greens, the 
Galleries, and the whole Work the more ufe- 
ful. But all thefe things have fince been in 
the occupation of private Perfons, and are now 
taken up in their Houfes, Gardens, and Te¬ 
nements. 

There was at Rome, in the time of this Em¬ 
peror, two and thirty Elephants, whereof two 
and twenty were of his own fending thither; 
the other ten were brought by the Emperor 
Alexander Severut. Befides thefe, there were 
ten Elks, ten Tygres, fixty tame Lions, thirty 
tame Leopards, ten Hyaena’s, a thoiifana 
couple of Gladiators, who were maintained at 
the Charge of the Exchequer: One Sea-Horfe, 
one Rhinoceros, ten White and Wild Lions, ten 
Gamel-Panthers, twenty Wild Aftes, forty Wild 
Horfes, and an innumerable company of other - 
Beafts of divers kinds; all which Gordianut had 
F 4 prepared 
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prepared to adorn his Perjian Triumph. But 
in this the PubJick Wijh had not its effeft. For 
they were by Philip given to be hunted and 
killed at the Secular Games; and the Games 
of the Cirque; when, during the Confullhip 
or himfelf and his Son, he Celebrated the 
Anniverfary of the Foundation of the City 
of Rome, which was then arrived to its Thou* 
landth Year. 

That which is upon the Records concer* 
mng the Murderers of Julius C<efar, is obfer- 
ved by *s£lius Cordus to have happened, now 
again, to the Murderers of the Emperor Gar* 
dianus, All thole, who embrued their hands in 
his Blood, who (it is laid) were Nine, after the 
death of the two Philips, came to kill them- 
lelves, with the fame Swords with which they 
had nabbed him. 

This was therefore the Life and End of 
the three Princes of the Name of Gordianm, 
The two nrft were killed in Africa ; the third 
In°ai Borders of Ptrfsa: where, at the 
Caltle of Circeffum , which is upon the Eu¬ 
phrates, a Sepulchre was ereded by the Sol¬ 
diers for him , with this Inlcription, written 
in both the Greek, Latin, Perjian, Hebrew, and 
^Egyptian Languages, that all the World might 
Inferipti- rea d and underftand it; To the Honour of tit 
on on bis Emperor Gordianus, Conqueror of the Perlians, 
Tomb. Conqueror of the Goths, Conqueror of the Sar- 
matians, RepreJJer of the Tumults of the Ro¬ 
mans, Conqueror of the Germans, but not tie 
Conqueror of the Philips. For ^ Philips Mti 
vtmr The Alans had fometime alfo the better 

e f 
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of him in a Fight in the Plains of Philippi in 
Macedonia. Litinius at the fame time, that 
he fet up for the Empire, it is laid, defaced 
this Sepplc/ire; becaufe he pretended to de¬ 
rive his Excra&ion from the Philips. 

All which I have therefore been willing to 
obferve, moft Excellent Confiantine, to the 
end that you mould be unacquainted with no¬ 
thing that might feem in any wife to Be wor* 
thy ot the knowledge of your Majefty. 
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THE 

Lives and Reigns 

OF THE 

EMPERORS 

MAXIMUS 

AND 

B A LB I N US. 

By JULIUS CAPITOLINUS. 

A Fter the Death of Gotdianus the Firft, 
and his Son Gordianus the Second in 
Africa, which happened in the time 
that Maximitt was marching againft Italy, ini 
great rage to revenge his own depofition from 
the Empire, and their elevation to it in his 
Place: the Senate full of fears of the Attempts 
and Fury of fo Cruel an Enemy, afletnbled 

themfelves 
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hemfelvesin the Temple of Concord, upon the 
Seventh of the Calends of July , being the 
fcnniverfary of the Games in Honour of A- 
4o , to confider what courfe to take in order 
a their fecurity againft him. Maximus and 
Ulbintfs were then two Perfons of the firft 
fote in the Senate, who had been Confuls; 
whereof the one, that is, Maximus, excelled 
in Valour and in ftridfnefs of Difcipline"; and 
the other, Balbinus, excelled as much in Good- 
nefs. Thefe two coming into the Senate, and 
expreffing in their very entrance their concern 
or the News of the Defign of Maximin, the 
Conful, who was making a Report to the 
Senate of fome things of another Nature, was 
Anfwer’d by the Senator of the Firft Voice 
hus: 

We trouble our ftlves here abeut Matters of 
(mil Moment, and little better in comparifon than 
Old Wives Stories , at a time that rtally challenges 
tit bigbt/f Confidiration of the Senate. For 'what 
kvewt to do toTreat now upon the Repairing of 
Trnples, and the Adorning a Bafilica , of the Baths 
of Titus, and the Rebuilding the Amphitheatre, 
teben Maximin is at our Heels, whom you with 
m have declared an Enemy. The two Gordiani, 
w whom our Security was, art dead ; nor is there 
*t this prefent any Remedy for us whereunto to 
recur. Come, Gentlemen, appoint who {hall be our 
Emperors. What do you loje Time for ? Left 
vbtljf you perplex your [elves every one with 
fnr Fears, your rather perifh in thofe Fears, than 
if Valour and Bravery peek to tjfeft our Deli - 
tprafice. ' 

The 
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The Senate was in a profound filence, up¬ 
on this, when Maximus, whofe Age as well 
as his Merits, and his Valour and Severity 0 f 
Difoipline rendred him moft IUuftrious, off®, 
ing to (peak his Opinion the next; which 
was, that it was neceflary, that there fooulj 
be two Emperors appointed, who ftould Go¬ 
vern in conjun&ion with one another : Vetlk 
Sabinas of the Family of the Ulpii, defired the 
leave of the Gonful to be heard, which was 
granted, and he Ipoke thus: 

It it certain, Gentlemen, that in Changes the 
are fo fuddtn at this, there it nothing like Rt- 
folving i and the Counfelt, which offer themfelvu 
to our Thoughts, are rather to be immediately ex¬ 
ecuted, than difputed. To wbat purpofe are meej 
Words, and fine Speeches, where Affairs are ft 
urgent ? Let every one have a care of his own 
Neck; and think upon hit Wife and Children, 
and the Eft ate which he inherits from Anccfton, 
All which are under imminent danger from Maxi- 
min ; whofe Nature it is to be Furious, Truculent, 
Barbarous; but yet his Caufe, which as he think, 
» fo Juft, will make him ftiU much worfe. Hi 
hath put himfelf at the Head of a good Body if 
Troops, and fix’d every where bis Garrifons, mi 
is marching towards Rome; and you in the men 
time fpend the day in fitting and Confuting. With¬ 
out more Words, which there is no need of, a hen) 
Emperor is to be made. Nay, J would fay, two lev 
Emperors .* one to look after the Civil Affairshk 
other to be charged with thofe of the War. 1" 
to refide at Rome, the other to march iw/l&ts 
Army againft the Invaders. I my felf will A : i« 
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tbs Ptrfons. Do you Confirm them , if you plea ft: 
or if not , produce better. Maximus and Balbi¬ 
nus. The one fo great a Soldier, that he hat 
ennobled his Birth by the fplendor of his Valour; 
the other d Man of High Birth, the Lenity of 
whofe Temper, and the Excellency of his Life, 
which from his Touth he hath be ft owed always in 
Studies and Letters, is of the greateft Conference 
to the State. Tou have my Opinion, Gentlemen, 
which is perhaps more dangerous to my felf, than 
to you: But yet neither is it very fafe to you, 
unlefs you make either fome other , or thefe Per- 
fons, our Emperors, 

The whole Houfo unanimoufly anfwer’d, 

It is Juft : It is Juft : We all agree to the 
Opinion of Sabinus: Maximus and Balbinus, 
the Gods fave your Majefties: The Gods have 
made you our Emperors: The Gods preferve you. 

Do you defend the Senate againft the Robbers of . 
the Party of Maximin. We commit the War 
egainft the Robbers to you. Let Maximin, the 
Publick Enemy , with his Son ptrifh. Purftte the 
Publick Enemy. Tou are happy in the Judgment 
of the Senate: The State is happy in you to fit 
upon the Throne. What the Senate hath deferred 
to you, undertake with Courage: What the Senate, 
bath given you, accept it f reely, 

So with thefe, and foch other Acclamations, Maximui 
Maximus and Balbinus were conftituted Em- WBalbi- 
perors. nui decla- 

From the Senate they went firft to the Ca- re dEmpe- 
pitol, and affifted at the Sacrifices there. Whilft rori ‘ 
they were at the Capitol, the Populace contra* 
oifted the Ele&ion of Maximus, becatife they 

feared' 
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fear d his Severity; and they defired, that the I#, 
fant Gordianus , Grandfoh of the Emperor G». 
dianus the Firft j^pf-about thirteen Years of 
Age, fhould be made the Cafar. From tin 
Capitol, Maxitndf and Baljsinut went to thf 
Rapa, which is the Place to Harangue tin 
Pedple in upon the fubjeft of their Election, 
As they, had done this, the People there, to¬ 
gether with feme Soldiers who joined them, 
cried, We all dejtre to have Gordianus Caelah 
Nor would they permit the Emperors, who 
were attended with their Guards, to depart 
from thence,, to go to the Palace, till this wa 
granted; /o that Gordianus was prefently taken 
and carried into the Senate, arid the Senate 
the lame day, which Was a new thing, that 
they had palled tije Ad in the favour of Mm 
mus and. Balbinuf to be Emperors, Aflembledt 
Gdrdhnus fecond time, and parted another Ad in the 
d'civd. f avour 0 f Gordiapus to be theCafar .' 

' i ” The firft Motion, which the two Emperon 
after their Elevation made to the Senate, was, 
That the two Gordiani, who were dead in A- 
frica, fhould be Deified. Some fay, this Mo* 
tion Was made only for the Father, who had 
ftrangled himfelf." But as the Son died the Jw‘, 
nourabler death, by being, killed in the FieWj 
I choole rather to believe the Report of Junius 
Cordtts, in whom [ remember that I have read/ 
that they were both Deified. After this, thijf 
conferred the Office ol Govcrnourof the City 
of Rome upon Vetlisis Sabinas : Who Was 4 
Grave Perfon, fuitable to the Temper of Md 
itnusf and they made Vmriiti VaUtit the Cap¬ 
tain of the Guards, ifeftirS 
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Before I fpeak more of their other Adions, 

I will give you lome Account of their Man- 
* ie [ s ond Families: which is done before me 
indeed by Junitss Cordus , and by Curias Fortu - 
natianus. The firft furters nothing to efcape 
him: fo that many times he takes in things 
that are Vile, and not Handfome. The lat¬ 
ter hath gone through all this Hiftory; and 
hath amafled together feveral things which are 
not to be foUhd elfewhere. But he is fo Ihort. 
that he only touches upon them. I fliall not 
follow the Method of the one or the other: 
hut rather that of the Hiftories of Suetonius 
Tranquilltis and Valerius Marctllinus. 

Mtximm’ i Father w»j one but of the lowed 
Rank of the People j aCoach.tmker 1 or M fome 
Jay, a filacklmith > whole Wife’s Name Was *mui. 
Priwrf, by whom he had four other Boys, and 

four Girls, that all of thein died young 'When 

Maximus was born, an Eagle, they lay, dropt 
into the Chamber where he Was, through lome 
PafTage, Several pieces of raw Flelh: which 
no body daring to meddle with, or touch, out: 
of a fcruple of Religion, the Eagle qaine and 
took it aWay again, and carried it into the 
next Chappy which Was dedicated to Jupiter 
traps a This at that timdfeemed to be a thing 
of no confeguence; but hi$ coming afterwards 
tothe Empire Ihew’d, that it Was not done With-** 
out a caufe* and that it wsfs an Omen of his 
Reign. He parted all his Infancy in the Houfe 
ot his Unde Pmarius, his Fathers Brother; 
whom he railed to the Dignity of the Captain 
ol th? Guards, as foon as he was made Empe¬ 
ror, 
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ror. He employed his time to the ftudy of 
Grammar, but not much to Rhetorick: fof 
his inclination was always to Arms gnu the 
levere difcipline of War. At length ho cams 
to, be a Tribune in the Army, and Commas 
ded feveral Legions, and after that was mads 
a Protpr. His Charges at his entrance into 
his PraetorJhip, were born by Vefctvma Marcel- 
hnoi who had adopted him, and maintain’d 
him as her own Son. Next, he was made the 
Prpqonful of Bithynia\ from Bitbyhia he was 
removed to Greets ; and from thence, in the 
third place, to be the Pioconlul of the Pro¬ 
vince of Gallia Narbonenfs. He was lent, in 
t|»e Qyality of Lieutenant-General, into Up 
ricum where he beat the Sarmau : From 
thence he was commanded to the Rhine, where 
he managed things very happily againfi the 
Germans. Then he was made the Governour 
of me City of Rome, in which place he acquitted 
nimlelf with ,a great deal of Prudence, Inge- 
tuiity ^and Exa&nefs. Therefore the Senate,' 
though he was one of a Novel Family* which 
without, extraordinary Merits muff have pre¬ 
vented their Favour, djd not forbear to con- 
fer the Empire upon him; confelfag* as did 
all the World, that at time there was no Per* 
*9® in the Senate more fit to fuftaiiythe Name 
and Dignity of a Pfince, than he. 

Perfon As to his Perfon and his Manners, which 
and Man. are Circumftances, tho’ of the leflernnoment, 

MaVimui l 110 w ^ ,c ^ generally delight to enquire, 

• he was one that Eat much, but Drankvery 
little; and Venery he extraordinary rarely ufed* 

Always 
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Always of a fevere Carriage at home and a- 
broad; a very grave Look, and a hard Face ; 
fo that they epitheted him Maximus the Trift. 

He was Tall, Strong, and Healthy in Body: 
one of no great Complaifance, but Juft, and 
never guilty to thelaft of Inhumanity or Un- 
mercifulnefs towards any. He always forgave, 
when he was asked ; nor was he ever Angry/ 
but where it became him fo to he. He ad¬ 
duced himfelf to no Parties: he was/tedfafl 
in his own Judgment, and would never fo 
much trult to the Sentiments of others, as to 
his own. The Senate loved him the better for 
all this, and the People feared him. Thofe 
latter knew the weight of his C'enfiire, being 
a Subject; and they thought, that the fame 
ngour would but increafe upon him being a 
trince* • N 

BMinu, was a Man of a very Noble Race; cWkr 
had been twice Conful, and the Governour of of Balbi- 
a multitude of Provinces. He had been the nui. 
Governour of Afia, and Africa, and Bithyma, 
an d Galatia, and Pontus, and Thrace and Gallia , 
and had headed fometimes Armies. But to’ 
lay the truth, his Excellency fey not fo much 1 
in the Military, as in the Civil Affairs. His * 
Goodnefs, his Integrity, and his Modefty, gain¬ 
ed him a great deal of love. His Family was 
very Antient; and as he laid, derived from 
mbus Cornelius Tbeopbanes ; who Was made 
Wee or the City of Rome by Pompey the Great 
and who was a Man of the firft Note in his 
«wn Country, and alfo a writer of Hiftory. 

Mbsms was as Tall as Maximus, and Hand- 
G fome; 
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fome: he loved his Pleafures extremely 4 in 
which he had a great Eftate to afltft him: for 
he was left Rich by his Anceftors; and he had 
added to that Stock much, by being made the 
Heir to feveral of his Friends. He was fa* 
mous for his Eloquence; a very good Poet at a 
.fudden and an extempore Verfe. He loved Wine, 
Women, and good Eating; was proper in his 
Drefs, and in fine, wanted nothing to render 
hitn commendable to the People. The Senate 
no Iefs loved him. This as to the general Cha¬ 
racters of Maximal and Balbims: whom fome, 
as Saluft compares Cato and Cafar, fo fome 
think, ought to be compared in this manner. 
That as Maximus was fevere, Balbinus Was 
Tweet: As the one was Firm andConftant, 
the otfier was Good. The one gave away no¬ 
thing, the other abounded in all things, and 
was as generous to all the World with them. 

Maximus and Balbitiut , being po/Iefled with 
all the other Royal Honours and Enfigtis of| 
the Empire; that is, having received the Tri- 
bunitian Power, the Pioconfular Power and 
the Soveraign Pontificate upon them; the 
Title of Fathers of the Country , was likewife 
added to them. They entertain’d the People 
with the diverfions of the Stage, the Gamesof 
the Cirque, and the Combats of the Gladia¬ 
tors ; and then Maximus, alter the difpatchin; 
his Vows in the Capitol, was fent to the War 
againft Maximin with a great Army; the 
Guards continuing with Balbinus Rill at Rom, 

I may here take an occafion to fay, in a word, 
from whence the Cuftom comes. That when 

the 


fhb Eiriperors are going to a War, they firft 
entertain the People with the Combats of 
Gladiators, and the Chafe of Beafts, Some 
will have it. That it is an aritient fort of a Sa¬ 
crifice to .Netnefu, the Goddefs of Fortune; to 
fatiate her with Roman Blood in the beginning; 
that./he may have the lefs thereof to require 
in the Engagements with the Enemy. But 
that which I take to be the trueft, and the 
molt probable, Account of it, is; That the' 
light of Fights, Blood, Arms, and naked Men 
engaging each other, Ihould harden them a- 
gainft they met the Enemy, and accuftorri 
them not to be afraid, nor to Ihrink at all 
at Death and Wounds. 

The Guards tarrying, as I laid, at Rome, 
wniJIt Maximus went to the War againft 
Maximin , there happened fuch a violent Se¬ 
dition betwixt the People and them, that ft d Mutiny 
came to a War , within the Bowels of the M Reme ‘ 
City. The greateft part wheteof was fet on 
hre, the Temples prophaned, the Streets all 
of them polluted with Blood , and Balbims 
with his utmoft Lenity was not able to pacifie 
Jhem; to do which he appeared in pubfiefc in 
Perfon. But he was in danger to be knock’d 
down with a Stone: fome fay, that he recei¬ 
ved a blow with a Club; and he could never 
nave quieted them, if he had not thought up¬ 
on producing the young Catfar Gordianm, 

Whom he took, drefs’d in his Purple, and fee 
nim upon the Shoulders of one that was very 
ml, and expofed him to them: who feeing 
«ini, both the People and the Soldiers were 
G 1 « fo 
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lo appealed, that for his fake they all retur* 
ned again to their former Amity: For never 
was one of his Years, lb much beloved as he; in 
Memory particularly of his Father, and his 
Grandfather, who had laid down their Lives 
in the defence of the People of Rowe , againft 
Maximin in Africk. A great Inftance df the 
Gratitude of the Romans. 

As Maximus let forwards fof the War, the 
Senate difpatched into all parts of the Coun l 
try of Italy Confols, Praetors, Quasftors, dtdiles 
and Tribunes, to lee, that every City was pm 
vided with Corn, Arms, Walls, and Fortifi¬ 
cations, to give Maximin at every turn a Check, 
and to fatigue him with Sieges one after ano¬ 
ther. They ordered all the Provilions to be 
reaped, ana to be brought out of the Fields) 
into the fortified Towns, that the PublickE- 
nemy Ihould find nothing whereupon to fub- 
lift. They lent Orders into all the Provinces, 
to forbid all Perfons to Aflift him, under 
the penalty of being treated as Enemies. In 
the mean time another Mutiny happened at 
Rome betwixt the City and Guards. The Em¬ 
peror Balbinus publilhed his Edidts to lupprefs 
them, but without efFeft. The Guards betook 
themlelves to their Camp. The People began 
to beliege them there. Nor was this Mutiny, 
in which Thieves and Robbers mixed witfi 
the reft, tofteal and plunder what they could, 
to the ruin of the City, and the lofs of a great 
deal of Riches, quieted, till the People had 
gone fo tar as to cut Aquaduils that carried this 
Water to (Tie Camp. 

Whilil 
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Whilft thele things palled at Rome, the Em¬ 
peror Maximus was at the City of Ravenna, 
making great preparations for the War againft 
Maximin ; whom he very much 'apprehended, 
and often laid, that he went'to fight not 
againft a Man , but againft a Cyclops, But 
Maximin was fo defeated of his Defigns before 
the City of Aquileia, that his own Men killed 
him, and both the Heads of him and his Son 
were brought to Ravenna to'Maximus, who 
lent them from thence to Rome. The Zeal 
of the People of Aquileia for the Caule of 
me Romans in this Siege was remarkable. They 
lhaved off the Womens Hair in their neceffity, 

•to make Strings with it for their Bows. The 
Emperor Balbinus' was fo overjoy’d at the. Vi- 
ftory, who had dreaded the very thoughts of 
Maximin before, that as loon as his Head was 
brought to Rome, he offered a Hecatomb to 
a l 0 1 s ’ which is a Sacrifice in this rtiafiher; 

. . A hundred Altars made, of Turf, are let up offering 
l 1 n j a ? • Upon ‘befe Altars are killed ofaHeca 

a hundred Swine, or a hundred Sheep. Ifjt is tom ^ 
ap Imperial Sacrifice, the Vi&ims are ahiin* 
died Lions, or a.hundred Eagles, and fuch 
® A Cuftom,which many Emperors have 
Celebrated; and it formerly was in ufo a- 
mongft the Grecians , to appeafe the Gods, in 
time especially of a Peftilence. 

This being over, Balbinus in the next place 
with great joy expected the return of his Bro¬ 
ther-Emperor from Ravenna , with his Army 
and Forces entire, which had had no occalion 
to 1 trike a blow. For the People of Aquileia, 

G 3 and • 
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and only a few Soldiers with them under the 
Command qf Cnfpmus and Menopbilus , who 
had been lent thither from the Senate, had pre¬ 
vented their Work, and defeated the Enemy 
without them. Maximus took his way from Re 
venna firft tp Atjuilda , to lee that he left all the 
Country lafe^s far as to the dips ; , and if there 
were any Rehques of the Barbarians remaining, 
who had favoured Maximin, to reduce them. |n 
the mean time the Senate deputed twenty of 
their Body (to wit, four of the Order of the 
Confuls, eight Praetors and eight Quacftors) 
whole Nantes are let down by Cor Jus , to Coito* 
plement JMaxinius, and to prelent him with the 
l Crowns, as alio an AC, in which they had de¬ 
creed to'let up his Statues ort Hoi febadk in Gold, 
The Emperor Balbinus was dilguftdd at this, and 
. laid, that {Maximus had been put to lefs trouble 
. ihan he, who had extinguilh’d the fire of a 
inteftine War at home, whilft Maxitm 
enjoy’d himlelf in quiet is Ravenna. But tho’ 
this was true, the readinels of Maximus to ferve 
the State in Pei Ion in this War, was lo well ac - 
cepted, that the Vi dory received was totally 
imputed to him > and yet it was got, before he 
fo much as knew any thing of it. The Array 
of Maximin , after his death, furrendring them- 
lelves to Maximus , he received them, and 
marched with gre.it Pomp and a numerous 
Retinue to Rome, He often laid to that Army, 
that as for what was paft, it ought to be for¬ 
gotten ; and he prefented them a great Do¬ 
native j and lent their Auxiliaries every one 
home. But as when Soldiers have once their 
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minds poflefled with a hatred, it is a hard mat¬ 
ter to govern them. Thefe Men repented 
that they had loft an Emperor, who was of 
their own Election, now to be reduced under 
the Command of thofe, who were of the E- 
le^ion of the Senate. They dilcover’d as 
much in their very Looks, and lometimes in 
Words. Bflt when they alio heard the reflect¬ 
ing Acclamations of the Senate upon them, 
for having adhered fo to Maximin , they be¬ 
came the bittereb againft Maximus and Balbi¬ 
nus, and every day bethought themfelves of 
fetting up fbme other Perlons for the Empire, 
if occafion lerved. 

As Maximus entred into the City of Rome, Reception 
Balbinus , the Senate, and the People came out °f M»xi- 
to meet him, reflecting upon the Soldiers of |? U1 at 
the Party of Maximin, in their Publick A c cta* omc ‘ 
mations. From thence they conducted him 
into the Senate: where after fome other things 
of courfe, it was laid; See the Happinefs of 
Trincts , that are cbofen by the Wifdom of the 
Senate ; and on the other hand, fee the Fate of 
thofe that are cbofen by Fools : Now the Army 
were they that had firft let up Maximin ; as 
the Senate were they who had cholen Maxi¬ 
mus and Balbinus . The Soldiers could not 
hear, this without being more incenled againft 
the Senate; efpecially becaufe the Senate pre¬ 
tended, as it were, to have got a Triumph 
over them. 

Maximus and Balbinsts governed in the City 
of Row with great Prudence, and to the equal 
fttisfaCtion of the Senate and the People. 

G 4 They 
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i They deferred very much to the Senate; made 
excellent and Wife Laws; fat in Perfon in' 
Judicature, and admirably ordered all the Mi- 
Jitary Affairs. Maximus prepared all thina 
fora Waragainft the Parthian ] and Balbm 
,P r , e P are d himfelf for another againft the Gtt- 
rnans ; defigning to leave thelybUng Crefar, 
Qordtanus, behind them at Rome* Butthedif. 
contented Soldiers in the mean time,'fought an 
opportunity to kill them, but.had'ttot yet Found 
any, becaufe they were fo well'guarded with 
a. Body of Germans. 

Jealoufies Some Differences there were betwixt Maxi- 
tlUVm T U l and hut they were fecret, and 

veror, ”%™her to be gueffed, than fern 

Balbmus look d^ upon Maximus , as an Ignoble 
A" 0 / no Birth ; and Maximus fpurned'at 
Balbims again, as a weak Man 1 of no Policy. 
lhis gave an occaffon to the Soldiers, that had 
Wit, to tinderffand, that it was caffe to Ml 
two Inch Princes, as could not agree betwixt 
themfelves. Whilff therefore a great'nianv 
both of the Guards and the Courtiers we« 
diverting themfelves at the Publick Gaines a- 
broad, and the two Emperors were left atone 
in the Palace, with only fome Germans ! Hen 
them, they Attacked them. The Gmhni 
were at a particular part of the Palace, wait¬ 
ing upon Balbmus. The Storm fell upo n'Maxi- 
mus : who not finding any means to fave -Hitn- 
elf without^e fuccour of,the German, h nt 

H i,,m t0 fend ‘ hi mar Guard, 

Balbmus fufpe<ai. g a Mot agaihft hrttifelf; 'out 
or an ambition of Maximus ro Reign 

north, 


'ain. 


jVoI.II. Emperors MaximusBal^inus. 89 
itercb, delayed to fend him any fo long, that 

whilft they ftood in cpntradidion of oiie ano- 

ther upon that Subject, the Soldiers canye.upon 
them both, and ftript them of their, Royal 
Veftments, and drew them by violence,outjpf 
the Palace, and abufed them, and cut them, 
and were hurrying them through the City in¬ 
to the Cawpjf when perceiving ffiat the Qtr- 
r mns advanced to relieve then?, they killed 
them both and left them dead in the,Streets, uin' 
At'the fame time they- took, the young Cafar 
Gordianus with them, into the Camp, whither 
they retired, and proclaimed him Emperor, as 
he was the only Perfon left at. prefent to be lb. 
Triumphing and-Infulting over the Senate and 
the People. The Germans having nothing to 
do to Fight,' after their Mafters tf were killed, 

|| betook themfelves to their own Quarter, which 
they had without the City. 

Thus died thofe.two good Emperors, in a 
manner unworthy oftheir Virtues and Anions; 

; for nothing was more Brave: than Maximus\ 
and nothing more' Sweet than Balbms. One 
may be certain, of:,this, from the . Nature of 
the thing itself:,For when the Ete&i'pn is in 
their,own power, jwhy fhould they make choice 
of ill Princes? * They were Men, that had 
been exercifed before in feyeral employments 
!( oft Honour t and (Power. The, one, (had, been 
twice Conful, the:other^he.Governour of the 
City of Rome ; and both were of an advanced 
Age when they camC to the Empire, and were 
beloved by the Senate; and though the People 
x at the fiift apprehended the Reign of Maxi¬ 


mus , 
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ntits, yet finding him moire Gracious than they] 
expected, even thofe had begun to lay afide 
their Fears, and to Love him alfo. 

Maximus and Balbinus reigned one Year. 
Maximin and his Son reigned two, or as fomt 
fay, three Years. The Houfe of Balbinus is ftij| 
to be feen at Rome, a large and ftately Buil¬ 
ding , poflefled by his Family •fo this day, 
There is a great difagreement amongft the 
Greek and Latin Hiftorians about the Naraei 
of Maximus and Pupienus : which are indeed, 
but two Names for the feme Perfon: But yet 
the Greek Hiftorians, as Herodotus and Dex'rn 
pus, whom I have followed, never ufing the 
Name of Pupitnus, and the Latin Hiftoriani| 
fcarce ever ufing the Name of Maximus ; b 
what the one fays was done by Maximus, thee 
ther fey ing it was done by Pupienus, and malrih| 
Pupitnus and Balbinus to be Emperors togethei 
inftead of Maximus and Balbinus. To avoid 
this diftra&ion, we are only to confide in thel 
Account of Curius Fortunatianus, where he tdk| 
us, that as both the Names underftand the 
feme Perfon, he was called Pupienus , as by 
his own Name, and Maximus, as by the Name 
of his Father. The Letter of Claudius Julia 
tsus, the Conful at that time, in which he Go 
gratulates the Elevation of him and Balbinus 
the Empire, is directed to him by the Namtj 
of Pupienus ; whiJh is this. 
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To their moft Sacred and moft In¬ 
vincible Majefties, Pupienus and 
ESinns, from Claudius Julims. 

i 

Y Our Majefliesby the good Appointment of the 
mejl Excellent and mofl Mighty Jupiter 
sod the Immortal Gods, and ‘by the Judgment 
of the Senate and the Confent of all Mankind, 
having received the Empire, to * be by you pro- 
ttfled againft the A faults of the wicked Maxi- 
tnin, and to be Governed according to the Laws 
of the Romans, though as yet your Majeflies 
have not fent unto me your Advices, yet I could 
no fooner read the Aft of the Senate for that 
furpofe, which hath been tranfmitted to me by my 
Brother-Conful -Celfus jElianus, but I mufi Con¬ 
gratulate the City of Rome, for wbefe preferia - 
lion you have been EleEted: I Congratulate the 
Senate, to whom > atmding to the judgment which 
they had of your Merits, you have reftored their 
Tridpse Pignity: j Congratulate the Country of 
Italy, whofe defence you in a particular manner 
undertake againfl the devafiation of the Enemy: 
I Congratulate the Provinces, which the infatiable 
Avarice of ill Governours have rent and torn in 
pieces, they are raifed to Jome hopes of fafety, 
and do wait their deliverance from you. I Con¬ 
gratulate alfo the Legions tbemfslves,' and the 
Auxiliaries, who from aU Parts of the World 
have their Eyes upon you to Adore you, and pro¬ 
wife themfelves from you a Reign , worthy of the 

Romaty 
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Roman Empire. There is therefore no Ldrigtitp 
fo Powerful, there is no Eloquence fo Ham 
there* no where that Wit ,y hat is fo fruitfi 
as toedpiej's fujficimly 'the Feliitty'ofthe Ptlblitl 
in yout AJffi 'May judgd, what'Great things w 

are ‘\U^fR ( r< !FJ, 0ft * b ™h*he beginningst/ 
your Ketgm * m which you haHjc n-efikblifyl 
the Roman Laws, and the cottrfe of Juflfy 
which was before abolished ; You have made fie 
felvei Examples of Clemency, which had kta 
alfo fergottinv and yon have fecured unto tk 
SubjeCi'their Lives, Liberties, Cufioms, and Pn 
pertstsi Thefe*are things ti is not eafie to rema, 
much left is.it to profecute with that Dignity tilt 
they deferve. For boili jhall I exprefs the Jenft j 
the Duties which we oWe to you, for your bavm 
prefeived our Lives to us againfi the Cut-throM 
fent by the proud and bloody . Maxinnn evm 
where into the Provinces to' revenge bimfelfi 
■the whole Order of the Senate Efpecially, tin 
may my Infer tour Parts fall below the Dignity ij 
fuch a Subjell, when /' cannot defcribe.fo mini 
as the peculiar ’ Joy of my- own Mind, to je 
tho/i tv)0, Perfons railed .to be the Emperors' f 
Rome; sand the Princes of tbe "whole Race i 
Mankind^ to whom and (o whofe Ctnfures j hm 
sveY fsibni\tud my felf, and have religmjlj d 
deavoured' to approve my Carriage and-Mm 
Md although I may take a gteat deal of 
.; dence ip tb? Tepmonics wbtch have been give 
given of m*t by the Princet the PredeceJJofs toffa 
•yet it if, the Gravity of your.. Judgments wind 
will carry\the greatefi Weight'with me, and. a 
which I, jhalbchoofeto Glory, , 7be Gads long to 
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tinue the Felicity of your Reigns to the Roman 
World, sit Scipio, the Conqueror of Carthage 
(it it faid) pray’d, That the Gods would preferve 
the State in the Condition in which it then was, 
becaufe there could not be' a better ; fo when I re- 
flell upon you, and upon the Efiabliflment which 
you have made of the Empire, which Was Totter¬ 
ing , till you came unto it, I can only pray, that 
the Gods would preferve the fame to you , in that 
State t wherein your felves have placed it. 

Under thefe two Princes therdTyvjjs A War 
betwixt the Carpi, and the People of Mafia : 

About the fame time commenced the War of 
dp Scjthiansy and the ruin of Ifiria, Dexippus 
gtyes 1 great. Commendations, of Balbjnus ; he 
lays, that he refilled the Soldifer^ When he Was 
killed, with a Couragious Min'd, not fearing 
Death; and that he was one, who was well 
inftrutfed in all things; But as to Maximus, 
be does not,agree to {he Characters which is 
given him by nioft cither Grecian Uiftorians. 
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SUPP LEMENT 

OF THE 

EMPERORS 

FROM 

Gordianm the Third,\ 

UNTO 

Valerian the Firft. 

F Rom the Death of Gordianus the Third, 
unto the beginning of the Reign of 
Valerian, it is accounted to be about 
Nine, or at the raoft Ten Years. In which 
fhort time,' thefe Fifteen following Princes, 
of whom we have little left upon Hiftory. 
befides their Names, fucceflively carried and 
loft the Empire of Rome. 

I. Martth I 


I. Marcus. The Senate, upon the News of 
the Death of Gordianm , immediately exerted 
their own Right, and created Marcus Empe¬ 
ror, according to Zonaras. He was of their 
own Order, a Venerable Per/on, addifted to 
the ftudy of Wifdom and Philofophy. But 
he foon fell lick, and died in the Palace at 
Rome, 

II* Severn Hoftilianus. After Marcus, the 
Senate by their Suffrages, according to Zona- 
ras alio, let up this Prince; who likewife had 
the fortune to fall lick foop after, and died. 

Ill Marcus Julius Philip the Father. This 
was the Perlon, who was the Author of the 
Murder of Gordianus the Third. He alloca¬ 
ted his Son with him in the Empire. His Wife 
was Marcia Otacilia Severa; who it is thought, 
wasan occalion, being her lelfinftru&ed in the 
Chriftian Religion, that her Husband was Fa¬ 
vourable to the Chriftians, 

IV. Marcus Julius Philip the Son. He was 
otherwile called, Caius Julius Saturninus Philip- 
pus. But after his Aflumption to the Empire by 
ms Father, he took the lame Names with him. 
They reigned together live, fome lay fix Years. 

V. Jotapianus. This Perfon fet up himfelf 
the Empire in Syria, in the time of the 

Pb y!\ . But was foon opprefled again, and 
ended his Pretences with nis Life. 

VI. Marinus. 
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Vi. Marinus, Some call'him Publius Carvi- 
I'm Marinus. He was let Emperor up by the 
Legions in Garrifon in Fannonia or Mafia , at I 
the fame time that Jotapian made his Pretence 
in the Eaft; and was killed loon after. 

VII. Meflius Quintus Trajanus Deem the Fa* 
ther. The Army in Illyricum advanced this 
Prince in pppofition to the Philips. He enga¬ 
ged the Emperor Philip the Father in a Bat¬ 
tel at the City of Verona, and flew him there, 
Philip the Son was killed at Rome. 

f 

VIII. Decius the Son. He was called Quin- 
tus Herenniiis Etrufcus Mejlius Decius. He reign* 
ed in conjunction with his Father. 

IX. Cam Vaiens Hoflilianus. Some Medals 
and Antient Infcriptions mention him; and 
lie is liippofed to have let up himlelf again!! 
the Decii, as did the two following. But nei¬ 
ther the Greek nor the Latin Hiftorians are 
found to fay any thing of him. 

X. Lucius Prifcus. He was the Prefident of 
Macedonia, when he was let up to be Emperor 
againft the Decii . 

XI. Vaiens Licinianus This is the fame, Whom! 
Trebellius Pollio makes the Nineteenth in hisl 
Catalogue and Account of the 30 Tyrants! 
He had much of the Love of the People. I 

XII. Caius Vibius’Trebonianus Galius , the Fa* 

ther. XIII. Pita! 
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XIII. Vtbius Volufianus, his Son. Thefe two 
fucceeded together to the Empire after the 
Vicii j with whom fome joyn a Third, namely, 

XIV. Hofitlianuf Vtrftnn*. He was prefer¬ 

red to the Empire by the Senate, in the time 
that Gallm ana his Son were Created by tjje 
him- ~ 

%V. Cains Julm i/Emilianyt. This Prince 
was Created by the Regions in Matfifst <*nd after 
the death of GaBus and* his Son, who were 
tilled by their own Soldiers, : he reigned the 
fpace of three Months, and governed the Em¬ 
pire with a deal of Prudence. Then dying 
of a ficknefs, he left if vacant to the Emperor 

In fine, the Hiftory of thefe Princes, and 
of the whole Interval from Gordwut the 
Third, to Valerian, is inyeloped in io much 
Darknefs, that certainly it is very difficult to 
find any one pjace, in which the Antiene 
Writers are of any Agreement amongft theni- 
lelves. 
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A. Chrijli 

Cctiv._ 


THE 

EMPEROR 

Valerian the Firfi. 

_ I 

BY . 

Trebellius Pollio. 


V A LERI AN was in the Province of 
Rbatia, when the Army fet him up to 
be Emperor, with the unanimous content and 
approbation of the Senate and the People. 
He was a Man of an Honourable Birth, the 
Son of Valerius ; and he was one, who in hi 
time had parted through all the Gradual Office 
and Honours of the State, with great applaud 
' which paved the Way for him to the Throne 
RtfptU of To let you fee the Efteem, which the Puh 
the Senate jjck had of his Merits, and how well he flood 
to him. j n ^ O pj n jo n 0 f the moft Noble Senate, it 
the time when he was chofen to be a Cenfojj 
I will give you the A<51: of the Senate, which 
parted for his Ele&ion. 

Upon 
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Upon the flxthof the Kalends of November^ 
the Year in which the two DecB were the Goni 
fuls, the Senate having received from thofe 
Princes Letters, in which they left it to the 
Senate’s Power to appoint a Perfon to the 
Place of a Cenlor, met for thepurpofe in the 
Temple of Cafior and Pollux, and the Motion 
being made and the Queftion put, whom they 
fhould Ghoofe, inftead of waiting to be askied 
their Votes feverally according to the Cuftoth, 
they all cried With one Voice, in the abfence 
of Valerian , who was then in the Field with' 
theEmperors: 

The Life of Valerian is a continued Cenforfbip. 

I As bis Manners are Better than all the World befidettj 
fo let him be the Judge of the Manners of aU the 
World. Let him judge of the Crimes of the Senates; 
who bath none of bis own : Let him give Judg¬ 
ment upon our Lives, who leads fucb a one himfelf 
at nothing can be objected to it. Valerian hath 
been a Cenfor from bis Infancy * Valerian hath 
all bit Life been a Cenjor. He is a Prudent, a 
MoJe/tf a Grave Senator ; a Friend to the Good, 
an Enemy to Rebellion, an Enemy to aU Vice and 
Wickedneft. We aU Accept him to be our Cenfor. 
We wiU aUObferve him. A Man ef the Firfi 
Quality, Noble by Blood, of a Correct Life , and 
Singular Manners, Eminent in bis Learning, and 
a perfett Model of Antiquity* This was often 
repeated, and then the Senate Adjourned. 

. When the Emperor Decius had received this 
Ad, which was fent to him from the Senate, 
he artembled all thofe of his Court, and a- 
mongft the reft, he order’d Valerian to be cal- 
H i led* 
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Ms and after the A<ft of the Senate was read 
to the Company, he made the following Speech 
to Valerian, 

Speech of You are Happy Valerian , in tie Judgmm 
theEmpe - which alt the Senate hath of you, and in the (hen 
tor to hem. t h at you hear in their Hearts and Affettions. J fa 
ce'we the Office cf being « Confer to the whole 
Roman World, unto which they have appointU 
you t and which you alone deferve to bear, b 
this you are made a Judge of our Manners. Yet 
wiu Judge, who ought to abide in the Senates 
You will reduce the Equeftrian Order unto iii 
Antient State : You will preferibe Bounds to tbe 
Revenues of all. You will confirm the Tributi 
Which is raifed upon the People. You will take an 
Account of all Offices in the Government. You 
Will have the Authority of making Loews, of Jude- 
wgefthe Orders of the Soldiers, and of havingym 
Byes upon the Conduit and the Employs of Amt. 
You will have the Power of carrying your Judg 
went to my own Court, and to the Governours d 
the Provinces, and the mofi Eminent Commandm 
in my Service. Excepting only the Governor of 
the City of Rome, the two Confuls for the liar, 
the Chief Officer of the Sacrifices, and the Mother 
J ffieVefial Virgins, provided that /he keep her 
felf Uncorrupt , there is no Body , nor no Caufs, 

bu * mU , f* a unitr your Senttnte - And even 
tbofe who are excepted, will labour nevertheless 

t0 ****** agreeable in your fight. 

The Reply which Valerian made to the Eft* 
peror, was in this manner: 

May it pleafe Your mofi Excellent Maitfiy, t 
efttcb you, not to tie me to fucb a ntcsjfity of 

Judging 
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Judging of the People, the Soldiers t the Senate, 
and all the World indeed, the Magifirates of the 
hovinees, the Tribunes, and the Generals. Tbefe 
me. things, for which your Majefiy pojfsjfet tht 
Name of art Emperor j the Cenforjhip revolves 
upon your felf • a private Man cannot perform 
**' therefore, that I may be excufed from 
tin Honour : Neither my Life, nor my Affurmct 
makes me fuitable for iti The Times alfo are fo re - 
fugnant. that it if the Voice of Mankind, to defire 
not to fee a Cenforfinp of a private Perfon of thie 
Nature. . 

However Valerian acquitted himfelf in his 
Cenforihip with all Equity. I'could produce 
fcveral other Inftances of the Favour, both of 
the .Senate and the Emperors towards him, if 
they Were hoc things that arc already generally 
taowh, ( From whence, I would only obferve, 
that it appears, that when Valerian Wa 9 after¬ 
wards called to the Empire, it was not done by a 
Tumultuary concourle of the People, nor by 

jJM? °l S . 0,dier V buc he was chofeti 
WjtJy tor his Merits, ajnd as it were by the U- 
napimous Voice of Mankind: in which, if 
every Perlon in particular had been to be al- 
Iowed the power of (peaking his Opinion, they 
would ah have made choice of,no other than 


"upon* the 'Throne, no 
Man ag4d in the difpofition of Commands 
W QfBces, better, and more juftly thahhe. 
£? bon GaUwsut, the Brother to Valerian the 
by another Venter, was at the fame 
Bhiemade Cafar, at the requeft of the People. 

Hr In 
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In fine,' the fatal Overthrow of Valerian 
and his Captivity that followed it, makes me 
almdft amani’d to extol him fo highly, & he 
omerwi/e deferves. For this Prince marching 
with a great Force agai n(h Perfia, and invading 
that Kingdom, and being through the Cpndiift, 
whether Treacherous or Unfortunate,! know 
not, of one of his Officers, on whomhe greatly 
relied,' brought into fuch CircUmftanceS,'[thaf 
no Force, nor no Military Difciplirie, Could 
lave him, was Conquer’d,\ arid-fell a Priloner 
into the hands of Sapores King of Perfia- 
fwelled with the fuccefs of fo glorious Vi&biy, 
not only proudly detained him, contrary to the 
Honour of’ Arms, but treated him in the 
Language of a vile and abjedt Slave, ail'd form 1 
la/i condemned him to the infamous Office 
of making his Back a Footftool to him to tread 
upon, whenever he mounted his Horle. Hoif* 
ever that is, it is certajjij chat leveral of the! 
Neighbouring Kings, who had affifted on, the 
hp e o\ j$ajtrei againft Valerian in the War, fent 
Letters afterwards of kind Interceffioh folt&* 
pom on behalf of the Royal Prjloner, where* 
of two or three were as follows: ! , ■' • 

To Sapores the King of IJing?, 

fBdfotus.fcnfetli Greeting. 

t ' ■ • ') * . . . i nk n’b 

I F I could think it pofftble, that the 

were to be totally at lafi Vanquified', ffiom 
Congratulate you upon the Exalted maMyti 
pbifb you ufe your Vittory. But as tbef Wlf 
‘ ' Natty 
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Nation wbo by the, power of Fate, and their own 
Virtue together, are'; of an extraordinary Force in 
the World t you will do well to have a care, that 
your taking into Captivity the Old Emperor, and 
that too by a Fraud, does not redound to the 111 
ef you and your Posterity, You may pleafe to 
obferve , what great Nations the Romans have, 

I of Enemies, made their own ; and Nations that 
lave often bad the advantage of beating them 
too. It is certain we have heard , how the Gauls 
beat them , and fet fire to their great City. But 
yet the Gauls are now Slaves to the Romans. 
Whatl Have not n&e Africans Beat them? But 


yet the Africans now ferve the Romans. And 
not to infiance in Examples, which are of a great 
difiance from us) and therefore the left known, 
Mithridates King of Pontus, was once the Ma - 
fir of all Afia. But yet Mithridates was Con¬ 
quered, and Afia ts now certainly under the Obe¬ 
dience of the Romans. If you will be advifed 
by me, embrace the ; Means of Peace, which you 
lave in your bands, and refiore Valerian to hit 
Country again. I Congratulate your Felicity, pro¬ 
vided, this altogether, that yon know bow to ufe 
d well. i 

v.y. ' 

Mem, the King of (he Cadufi, 
,\ v, ; wjric thus. 

I Am glad, that the Succours with which we 
fumified you, are remitted to me again entire 
and fafe, as I have received them: But I can¬ 
not wifi you fo much Joy of your carrying into 
H 4 Captivity 
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PftlivUf iiuGm PHmVMaH,rkI{kuU\ 

th ^ m f Enemiti fit hi, 

pU!Z K * h Z* fm * * becom < t *» * 

/. Emit 14 vZia'n bti VS, 

an Etoptw i and a Grahdfm a Czfar Aul 

fijf'LJlZ't •»* mt * U tbl Oman Wtrldm hi, 
rbltltf b n% ,a u ?y tf Wt ri f* U P *X**»fr 
ttnl {*?* ** d mAta Pe * ct »*k 

, ■ % 

Artabafdes, the King 6f Armenia lfchf 
this Letter to Saporei, y 

l s t% z u i r * ! t ‘ GU > v ■«%. 

■ 5*5 

*[* ih %n*um> and in tbe Eaft WPontus 

Romanf % *t f W * 0T tbe S ^>f ti 

5- V K- W,u , b l f ure t0 ^-demand the Per/m 
* you bays a Prifonet /m 
Old Man, and m tho mean time you render at 

- n ::z * f *»»* w* £»»t 7 , 

you, and it may be to us, who fern you our Sue- 
cours, *mm ymmabLrs, and 11 
waytmtirned in tbe Tmtfa of y^y sbatf, 
other Nations of the Baftria^ tfrt <?«*» 
ftans, the Albanian, and the 

' the 
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the Applications of Saporet to them, and writ 

SifT? j e r eraI r/? promire them ^eir 
f ? 3 f° ^wr rahrian out of his Cap- 

my. Paler,an neverthelefs remained and died 
a Prifoner in Perfia, at an advanced Age. His 

fc P*; e «y * e » aveng’d by Odenatus 
iftltTlZi «ettmg together an Array. 

Intafeft g^featlylft theft 

Sfsastefsgal 

This is the Story of Valerian the Father; 

f« V'M SKuSft 

Icoma nexttoK.fei*,, ihoSon. 
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Valerian the Second. 
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V A LERI AN the Second was the Son 
of the precedent Prince, and the 
Brother of Gallienut. by another Mo¬ 
ther. He was Handfome, Modeft, and very 
Ingenious for his Age; of a Charming Hu* 
mour and Manners: far different from the 
diflolutenefs of his faid Brother, His Father 
• had made him a Cafar, and Celeftinus fays, 
that his Brother did afterwards receive him, 
as Emperor, in conjun&ion with himfelf. 

There is nothing to be remembred of hjflj 
more, than that he was Nobly born, very well 
educated, and that he was miferably killed. 
He was buried about the City of Mm, with 

tlw 
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this Infcription put upon him afterwards, by 
the order of Claudius ; The Emperor Valerian. 
Seme have underflood it of Valerian the Fa¬ 
ther; as if the Body of him, who was a Pri- 
fonerin Perfia, had been returned out of that 
Country: But that is a miftake, and therefore 

as 

I pais on next to the Reign of Galliemt and 
his Son, called SMobinm GhllUnm; being en¬ 
tirely devoted to your Servicg, and to the. 

S of|oiV Rej&latidftfr toSJjich'f^eithMf 
„ t nor cdn reww anything. ’ ■ ; ,» * 
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THE 


and Reign 


OF THE 


emper OR 

Gallienm the Firft. 


T^EBELLIUS POLLIO. 

F Rom whence Ihould I begin the Life of 
Oallmm, but from the time of the Can- 

,'K" f ! Who, that is, 

t the Firft, being taften and kept a Pn* 

‘™ r K '° g though P |t wai t 

great AffliAion to all to fee an Emueror of 
torn ,treatedfo like a Slave, the ArJym the 
mean time without a Head, the Generali 
murmuring, and the Empire In VwS 
condition, efpecully in the Eaft, yet did Gel 

tim 
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lienut rather rejoyce in the Misfortune of his 
Father, and carried himfelf fo negligently, 
that Macrianut and Balifta, together with the 
Reliques of the Army which they aflembled 
with them in the Eaft, confulted in finei 
whom to fet up to be Emperor in oppofition 
to him. For as for him, his Name was force 
fo much as mentioned amongft them. 

Macrianut was accounted one of the moft 
knowing Captains of that time, and no Man 
litter for the Government of Affairs than he. 

Withal he was very Rich, and one that could 
fupply the publickOccafions out of his private 
Fortunes. His Sons, Macrianut the Second 
and Quietus weretwo ftout young Men, who 
lored the War, and might be of good Example 
to the Legions, upon all opportunities, where 
the matter of Arms might call them. 

Wherefore it was refblved, in preference several 
to others, to commit the defence of the Em- perfons 
pire unto Macrianut and his Sons. This was/** U P for 
in the Year, that Gallienut and Volufianut were Em P emt 
the Confuls. Macrianut gathered himfelf an 
Army, and took all the necefTary precautions 
for his fecurity againft his Enemies* He tent 
ft/S, who was one of the chief Perfons of the 
Senate, into Acbaia, , to opprefs Valent there, 
who governed that Country with a Procon¬ 
sular Power by the appointment of Gallienut; 

But Valent finding that Pifo came againft him, 

»na that there was no other way co hive him- 
felfg but by an Abfolute Authority, and by 
S^dng up himfelf Emperor, he did fo, and 
ft/e withdrew from thence into Thejjalia; 

whither 


no 


Odenatus 
attempts 
the Em¬ 
pire. 
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whither Valent fent thole after him that killed 
him. In the mein time Pifo had alfo in Thtf. 
faly let up for an Empire, with the TitJe of 
Emperor of Theflalia. After this, Macriatui 
leaving his Son Quietus in the Eaft, and the 
‘Affairs under him there in a peaceable Coni 
tion, began his Expedition againfl: Galium, 
He came firft into the Lefler Afsa, and then 
into Illyricum. In Illyricum.yt&s Aureolus , who 
pretended to Reign there; being one that 
had taken Arms, and the Empire upon him, 
againfl; Gallitnus . Macrianus had his Son Ms 
cr tames with him, and a Body of five and fort) 
thoufand Men. With thefe he fought tht 
Forces of Aureolas, which were Commanded 
by his General Domitian : but Macrianus loll 
the day, and both he and his Son were killed, 
and all their Army fiirrendred to the Emperor 
Aureolus. 

The News of the death of Macrianus , the 
Father and Son, coming to Odenatus of Pel- 
myra' in Syria , who had made his pretenfions 
to the Empire of the Eaft from the Captivity 
of Valerian, Odenatus confidering the Remit 
nefs of Gallitnus on the one hand, and the 
Hfiirpation of Aureolus on the other, and in¬ 
deed the difturbed Condition of the whole 
Empire every where, haftned upon this op 
portunity with an Army, to fee if he could 
take the other Son of Macrianus, Quietus, who 
had been left behind m the Eaft. This Buff 
nefs was foon concluded by the Treachery of 
fuch, as were about the Perfon of JOuitwi 
For they, Confederating with Odenatus, and 

particularly 
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particularly Balijla , the Captain of the Guards, 
killed the young Man and threw his Body over 
the Wall to Odenatusy to whom every one, af¬ 
ter that, immediately fnbmitting, Odenatus be 
came the Emperor of almoft all the Eaft, 
whilft Aureolus reigned in Illyricum, and GaHie- 
nus reigned at Rome. The City of Emijja was 
nigh deftroyed by the feverity of BaMa at this 
time, and many of the Inhabitants killed, with 
the Treafurer and fuch others of the Party of 
.Quietus, as had fled for fhelter thither. 

Odenatus ordered an Account of every thing 
that had parted, to be faithfully fent to the 
Emperor Gallicnus at Rome ; as if it was in his 
C^ufe, that he had done what he did. Gallie- 
m was pleafed with the fccurity, which ac¬ 
crued to him by the death of Macrianus, and 
his Sons: But the ufe that he made of it, was r>i(t a i ut 
only to indulge his Lulls and Pleafures the nefs of 
more, which he purfiied without the Jeaft re- Gallienu*. 
gard to the Condition of his Captive Father 
He gave the Publick the diverfions of the 
Races of the Cirque, Stage-plavs, the Games 
of Leaping, Running and Wreftling; a Chafe 
of Wild Beafts, and the Games of the Gladia¬ 
tors; whereunto lie invited the People to afltft 
and be Merry, as upon Days of the greateft 
Joy and Triumph. However, feveral could 
not but lament the Captivity of his Father ': but 
Gallitnus gloried rather in it; becaufe his Father 
(he faidjhad loft his Crown by I know not what 
love of Virtue, which he renounced ; and fo 
he folaced himfelf above meafure. It was 
plain, that he could not endure the Eye of his 

Father 


in 
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Father upon him; and he thought himfelfl 
happy, that the Old Man with his Gravin' 
was fo far off removed. 

About the fame time, tASmilian in Eti « 
Revoked) and fet up for himfelf as Emperor, 
and lazed upon the Granaries and the Mag* 
zmes of that Country, till feveral Towns there 
were almoft laid under a Famine. Again! 
him Theodotut, a General of Gallienus , mard 
cd, and fought him and took him, and fere 
him alive to the Emperor his Mafter, 
Gallienus ft. ill perfifting in bis Sports and hit 
Luxury, and no better looking after the Publidt 
Wear, than a Boy that is made a King in a 
Play of a Company of Boys. The Genii, to 
whom it is Natural to be Light, and a People 
that cannot contain them (elves under Prince^ 
which are luxurious and which degenerate from 
that Roman Valour, which did at firft fubjed 
them, called P oftbumtus to the Empire ; where* 
unto the Forces of that Province confemcd. 
who were very fenfible, and accordingly com¬ 
plained of the flavcry of Gallienus to his Lufk 
Ag?i nit Pojlbumm , marched Gallienus him- 

l el L w,th • Troops. He befiegd 

Poft humus in the City where he was: Butai 

he "* s Walls, the Gauls diftin. 

guiln d him, and gave him a Wound by the 
Inot or an Arrow. Voft humans reigned (oven 
Years in Gallia , and aflerted that Country 
bravely agamft the Incurfions of all the Bn- 
banam round about. The War betwixt Gel- 
iftfius and him was Jong protraded, through 
a number of Sieges and Battels: Sometimes 
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the one, fotiietJmes the other carried it: info- 
much that Gallienus was obliged by the difficul¬ 
ties which befet him, to make a Peace with 
the pretended Emperor Aureolm, for the bet- 
ter opportunity of oppofing Vofthumm. To ^ 
rhefe Mifchiefs, the Sc,,bum invaded the Pro- cZ,,,/ 

TlfJtTZ in,he L Lefe S', and de-Sw 
Itroyed whole Towns there. They came up 

to the City of NicomeJia, and burnt it and 

grievoufly laid it wafte. Befides which, as if 

all me World confpired at once to afflid us, 

in Sicily there arofe as it were a lei vile War, 

by the means of a company of Robbers, that 

roved up and down, an ( d required a great deal 

of pains to fupprefs them. All thele things 

happened out of a Contempt of Gallienus: 

becaufe there is nothing which gives fo much 

Boldnels to the Wicked, nor Co much Hopes 

and Encouragement to the Good, as when 

either on the one hand a Good Prince is feared, 

or on the other a Diffolute Prince is defpifed. 

Amonglt fo many Commotions and Wars, 
an Earthquake in the Year when Gallienus and ^ j , 
Ffwftimanus were the Confuls, in a violent ffpit 

ar C c ,es ° f ,c fl i °° k 

fni? n< r t r S 9 ty bnd there was 

a Darknefi for feveral days. The roaring of 

the Earth from beneath, , was like the Voice 
0 fender from above. Many Fabncks were 
confuted in. this Earthquake, and their Inha¬ 
bitants with them, and others killed with the 
wight. The Earth opened in abundance of 
Places, and fait Water came up into the 
Reaches, and feveral Cities were covered with 

I. a 
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a Flood of Waters.- Attove all, it did the moft 
mifchief in Afta. At the fame time (o great a 
Peftilence raged at Rome, and in' the Cities of 
Achat*, that five thoufand Perfbns died of it 
in one day. So the Books of the Sibyls-rrm 
Infpeded, and the Peace of the Gods begged 
’ ana (ought into, and a Sacrifice was offered to 
Jupiter, the Author of Health, according asit 
was prefcribed by the (aid Books of the Sihylu 
Fortune raged on all (ides. Here the Earth 
He many (hook and trembled; there it gaped and opened; 
Misfer- in other Parts a Peftilence laid us wafte; Vtie 
tunes of nan in ^ m ean time a Captive, Gallia diftrafr 
the Times, ec | with the Warsdf Pefihumius, and the Barbari¬ 
ans; the Eaft under the Empire of Odenatm, 
Aureolas the Mafter of Illyricum, and tAEmilian 
the Mafter of Egypt* Thrace taken up betwixt 
the Goths Claudius, who laid wafte Mace 
donia and befieged Thejfalonica: No moderate 
degree of* quiet had we on any fide. And all 
this in a great-meafure, as 1 have (aid, was 
• yet occafioned by the Contempt, in which 
Gallienus was with all the World: which he 
drew upon himfelf by his exceflive Luxury; 
and not only that, but he was a Man, who fe 1 
(ides, if he was out of Danger, wasfitendiijjji 
for all kind of Wickednefs. In Achaia, M/ft 
tianw, with the Forces of Gallienus, Engaged 
the Goths , and obliged them ro retire. Tnc 
Scythians, who are another part .of th i Gotbi, 
at the fame time laid wafte Afia, and plundered 
and burnt the Temple of Diana at Ephefus, th( 
Fame of the Riches whereof is fo well known 
to all the Earth. •«.- 

It 
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• if*’ almoft to (ay, what Expreflions 

what Ms, came upon tfiefe occafions from 
the mouth of Gallienus, when he was told of 
the Revolt and Troubles of this and the other 
Place. > Egypt, jc was told him, was Revolted: 
And What then, (ays he, cannot we be with¬ 
out the Flax of Egypt? Afia, it was told him, 
was laid wafte, both by the Earthquakes, and 
the Scythian Enemy. What then, fays he can- 
not we be without Salt petre? When Gallia 
was loft to’ Pefihumius, he laughed and (aid ; 
Cannot the State be fafe, unie(s we have our 
Stuffs from Arras ? And fo of all Parts of the 
World, when he had loft them, hejefted and 
*as no more concerned, than for his old 
uoatns, or the lofs of.any vile Slave. 

* And tllu which is III, (hould be 

wanting to his Times, the City of Byz.an- 
tim, which is the Key of the Hellespont t and 
famous for its Naval Powers, wasrendred total¬ 
ly deflate by the Soldiers of the fame Gallic - 
»w, that Icarcc any body was left alive in it. 
There is no Antient Family to be found now 
there, to reprefent the Nobility and the Anti¬ 
quity of its former People, but what perhaps 
hath fprung from fome Perfon or other, who 
chaped the (laughter, by being at that time 
flblent on his bufiriefs, or in the fervicc of the 

Aftdr the Peace wkh Atireolas, Gallienus, 
with the affiftance of him and Claudius as his 
weneral, who was afterwards Emperor^ ahd 
the Head of the Family of Confiantius 
me CAfan began the War afrefh againft Po/l, 

* I hiimids 
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humiusm Gallia. Toflhumius was affifted with I their Backs of divers Colouis, which made a 
many fuccqurs.fro’m the Celt a. and the Frank* ■ great Show. In ] ike manner, inarched two 
and being joined by Vittorinus, whom he had ■ hundred' pure white Lambs; Ten Elephants, 
made Partner with him in his pretended Em- ■ that were then at Rome : One thoufand two 

pirq, he marched to the Battel againft Gallu- ■ hundred Gladiators, pompoufly drefled in 

»us. They fought feveral times with Variety ■ Cloaths embroider’d with Gold, fuch as 

Poftim- of fuccefs on both fides. The Victory at laft I the Ladies of Quality wear: Two hun- 

miusde- fdUo'Galhenui ; who, it is to be owned, had ■ dred tam’d Wild Beafts of feveral kinds very 

teated. fudden Valour, which came hot upon him, I finely adorned j Chariots full of Miniicks and 

when he was in a Cholerand well provoked. ■ all forts of Playersj Pugils fighting, but not 
In this Choler he went next to revenge him-1 with true, but cpunterfeit Weapons; Drolls 
lelf of Byzantium ; where he did not exped ■ playing the Anticks, and others imitating the 
to be received within the Walls. But upon Con-■ Geftures and Looks, oif the Cyclops which 
ditions, he was. The day after, he firft dif-fl was wonderful. All. the Streets refounded 
armed, ; and then put all the Garrifon and I with Acclamations, and the Plays and the 
To ,'y n J” blood tb the Sword, contrary ■ Noife. In the midi!, amongft the'Senators, 
to his Faith and the Promifes that he had made* marched Gallienus himfelf in a Triumphal 
them. About the fame time the Scythians in ■ Gown and Tunick, accompanied with all the 
/tfia were beaten by the Valour and the Con- ■ Pnefts in their Robes. There were five hun- 
dud of the Roman Commanders there, and ■ dred Spears of Gold born on each fide one 
obliged to retire from their Incurfions. ■ hundred Standards, the Standards of the Col- 
G.illienui Winged with thefe SuccefFes, Gallienus flew H leges of the Priefts, the Arms and Enfigns of 
his return with great Ipeed to Rome; and Convocation ■ me Temples, and all the Legions. Then went 
to Rome, the Senate, lie Inftituted and Celebrated hill aim feparate Bodies of Men, reprefentine 
Decennial Games, the Pomp and the Pldafureii Captives of Vanquifh’d Nations: as Goths 
whereof, were ^Exquifite as they were Neff, ■ format tans, Franks and Perjiam; to the num- 
He went to the Capitol, in a Procelfiotfyffl Mr of no lefs than two hundred in a Bodv 
the Senators in their Robes, the Geiftry, the I And with this Pomp did Gallienus vainly think 
Soldiers clad in White, all the People, Slaves* to elude and put upon the People of Rome* 
a very great many, and Women marching ■ who nevertheiefs feeing through the difeuife* 
before with Wax Tapers and Lamps in their I one Man favoured Pofihumius , another Reril- 
nands. Ihefe were preceded by a hundred I »onm % another Aureolus , another lASmiltan, 
white Oxen, yoaked two and two, with their I mid another Saturninus t as they fancied. Great 
Horns gilt, and Cloths of Silk thrown over! lamentation was made for the Captivity of 
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Valerian, tbeFath#;: and it was admired, that 
Jus own Son mould leave him fo linrevenged, 
when ftrangers and foreign Potentates had' 
been ready to vindicate him. But nothing hflhiL 
moved Gallienus, h}s heart was ftupified wita 
his PJeafures. All his difcourfe to thofe 'that 
b were about him, was, What have we for Din* 
rier. What are the Diversions that are pre« 
pared tp day ? What will be the Play to mor- 
row. What are the Races to be run in the 
Cirque. The Proceflfon being over, and the 
Hecatombs being offered to the Gods, Galt® 
pm returned to toe Ojurt 9 where there was 
an Entertainment 2 which when finifhed, he 
appointed the other days for the publick Pa? 
Himes. One thing l muft not omit, and that is 
an unlucky Jeft, which was made upon the Pro. 
ceHion. Amongft the pretended Captives, 
which were ridiculoufly led in Triumph, there 
was a Body of fuppofed Perftans. As this Body 
was marching, fome Drolls, 1 that had a mind 
to be pleafant, came in amongft thetn am 
fought^ and look d all about, and viewed every 
ones Face, and wondred, and were very jn< 
qumtive; till at laft they were asked, what they 
would nave ? and what was it they warned! 

• Say they, we would fee the Emperor’s Fathl 

This coining to the ears of Gallienus , no m 
gird either to his Father, or to Pity, 0 r Ms 

S% m u° uld prevail .with him, buthgnr- 
dered the Men to be burnt. The People?®, 
wflted their deaths, beyond expe&atioq; very 
ill, and the Soldiers worfe: who were fo 

th f the y reveng’d it upon Galliem 
iwmielf, not long after. In 

:h 
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In the Year that Gallienus and Saturninus Sttcee f* °f 
were the Gonfuls, Odenatus King of the Pal- 0e dnatu* 
myrtni in Syria , whofe Valiant A&ions fpoke Spcrfi- 
him worthy to be the Empferor of all the Eaft, a n». 
as indeed he was, and fo he declared himfelf, 
becaule Gallienus minded either nothing, or 
only his Luxuries and his Fellies, took up the 
War againft Perjia, to revenge the'Captivity 
of Valerian, which was fo little regarded by 
Gallienus his Son. He prefently poflefled him¬ 
felf of the Cities of Niftbis and Charra , by 
the Surrender of the Inhabitants, who blamed 
Gallienus for his Negle&. Yet'was not Odessa- 
ttu wanting in his Refpeft to Gallienus neither. 

He lent the Great Men of the Vtrfians , whom 
he took Prifoners,to Rense to him, to give him 
the opportunity of infulting over their Mifei y 
in their turft: which he did in a Triumph, 
though the Vi&ory was not his own, but Ode- 
status's* and ftill he mentioned nothing of his 
Father; npr upon the report which came of 
his Death, but, which proved afterwards lalfe, 
did he Deifie him, till he was conftrained to 
it. Odenatus advanced to the City of Ctejipbon, 
and befieged it, with a multitude of the Perfam 
therein. He laid all the Country about wafte, 
and killed innumerable of the Enemy. All 
the Great Men of the Perfiam out of all the 
Provinces flew to this Siege, for the common 
defence. They Fought. Fortune was a long 
time various, and the Vi&ory hard in getting. 

But however it fell at laft on the fide of Ode- 
vat us \ who as he had no other end in the War, 
but to deliver Valerian , fo he daily pulhed for 
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it, but the Circumftances of Places in a ftrange 
Country, incumbred the good Prince with 
great difficulties. 

Whilft thefe things palled in Perjpa, the Scy¬ 
thians broke in into Cappadocia , which they Ra¬ 
vaged ; and having made themfelves Mailers 
of lorne Towns, after the War was a long time 
doubtful,' they withdrew from thence into Bi, 
tbynia. Therefore the Soldiers were at this 
tune for chooling another Perlon Emperor: 
whom when Gallienus could hot pacific in his 
favour, he killed them all, which was his way, 
as he did at Bytantium. 

As ill as his Affairs on all lides Hood, Gallic - 
nut prolecuted his Vanities. He deliied to be 
made a Citizen and Prelident of Athens, and 
to be admitted to all the Religious Rites of 
that place, and to be made one oP the number i 
of the Areopagites. This was a Contempt up¬ 
on the People of Rome, and the Honours which 
he enjoy’d from thence; as if he valued it more 
to be an Areopagite and the Archon of Athens, 
than to be the Roman Emperor. It is true, that 
both Hadrian and Marcus Antoninus had the ctl- 
rioficy to be initiated in the Eleuftnian Rites. 
But the Emperor Hadrian was, when he did it,' 
in the height of his prolperity; and the Em¬ 
peror Antoninus did not afFe£t it, till after a - 
firm Peace; and both of them were lo well 
f:en in theG'eek Learning, that (eldom were 
the learnedell Doftoi s there, fuperiour to them, 
in the judgment of the Great Men. It can¬ 
not be denied indeed, but Gallieuus was emi¬ 
nent in Oratory, Poetry, and all the Art* 

He 
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He made an Epithalamium upon the Marriage 
of his Brother’s Sons, extempore , which was 
better than a hundred others, made at the fame 
time by all the Greek and Latin Poets, though 
they ftudied feveral days upon it, and every 
one did his bell to excel. The Epithalamium 
of Gallienus was thefe three Lines. Taking 
thorn by the Hands, 

lie, ite, Opueri ; par iter fudafe Mtdullis 
Ornihus inter vos : Non murmura vefira Columba , 
Bracbia non Hedera, non vincant ofcttla Concha. * 

That is, 

Gc, go, young Pair; and be your Mutual Loves 
Exfreji id in every Part and Pore: At Doves 
In (ofteft Murmurs /peak your mighty Blifs, 

Like Ivy Twine, and clofe as Cockles Rifs. 

1 have not the time to adjoyn the reft of his 
Verfes, nor tofpeak of his Prole, which made 
him ihine both amongfl the Poets, and the 
Orators of his Age. But this is not the Mat¬ 
ter. It is one thing to be an Orator or a 
Poet; and fomething elfe is expe&ed in an 
Emperor. 

One thing Gallienus did, by the advice of his 
Brother Valerian And hisKinfman Lucillus, which 
[wasextraordinary well done, and was much 
commended. When he heard of the Victories 
of Odenatus over the Per/tans , and how he had 
reduced Nsftbin and Charran , and all the Coun¬ 
try of Mefopotamia, and was come before Ctefi- 

phon ; 


t7i The Life and Reign of the Vd. II, 

fhon » the King of PerJJa put to flight, his Great 
Men taken Prifoners, and many of theEne. 
* my killed; GaUknus voluntarily divided the 
Empire to Odenatsss, and prefented him with 
the Royal Style as his Brother, and ordered 
Money to be coined in his Name with a Stamp,? 
of the P erfians taken Prifoners. This the Se* 

’ nate, the City, and People of all Ages, tdofc 
well. Nor was Gallienus one that wanted Wit, 
Injlances To give you an Inftanci or two of it. k 
of bit tvk. great Bull appearing upon the Sands of thj 
Amphitheatre to be nunted, and the Man that 
undertook it, milling his blow at him Ten, 
times, GaUknus lent the Man a Crown, ot 
Garland, which i$ a Reward for a Vi&ory: 
Every body wondred what was the flatter! 
and thinking it ftrange, that fuch a baffled 
Sportfman fhould be Crowned, he ordered it 
to be proclaimed by the Cryer, It is a difficult 
thing not to Hit a Bull in Ten timet. A Mer¬ 
chant had fold to Gatlienufs Lady, falle Glalfy 
for true Jewels. She, when the Cheat 
difcover’d, called to have the Man punilhaj. 
Gallienus ordered him to be thrown to a Lion, 
to be devoured. But inftead of a Lion, a Ca* 
pon was let out upon him. The People wop* 
dring at fo ridiculous an appearance, fays GaJ 
lienus, He committed a Cheat , and be hath W 
' fered a 'Cheat, and fo he difmifled the Man 
again. 

Whilft Odenatus was taken up with the 
ftan War, and Gallienus with his Follies, the 
Scythians with a Fleet came and Plunder’d tw 
City of Heractia in Thrace , and returned homj 

with 
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with the Booty: but by the way they were 
jeaten in a Naval Fight, and loft many *>f . 
heir Men alfo by a Wreck. 

Then Odenatus was killed by the'Treachery 
jf a Klnfman of his own, and his Son Herod 
vas killed with him. His other Sons, Herennia - 
m and Timolaus , being very young, their Mo* 
her Zenobia took upon her the Empire of their 
Father,and long governed it: Not effeminately, 
tor with the expe&ed weaknefs of her Sex: 

She not only underftood to reign better thap 
jelltenus, but fhe was fuch a Virago, that many 
irave and prudent Emperors have come fhort 
if her. 

After the death of Odenatus , Gallienus under¬ 
ook the War with Perfla hiinfelf, to'tevenge 
he Calamity of his Father: This good Action 
amc too late. His General was Heraclianus ? 
who marching with ati Army againft the Per- 
hits, the Palmy reni and others of the Eafter- 
ings who were for the Empire of Zenobia met 
lim, and defeated him fo, that he loft all his 
Arrmr again. 

The Scythians in the mean time, by the way 
of the Buxine and the Danube , made Defcents 
upon the Roman Territories, and did very 
much mifehief. Gallienus fent againft them 
Cltodamus and Athenaus , two Byzantines , to 
repair the Towns, and fortifie fuch Places as 
wanted it. The Barbarians were met with a- 
font Pont us, and defeated: Venertanus defeated 
them alfo in a Sea-Fight, in which he was 
killed himfelf. Then they Ravaged the City 
of Cyziqua, and other Places in Afta, and af¬ 
terwards 
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terwards all Acbaia : in which lad the Atbwi- 
' an{, under the Command of Dexippus the Hi, 
’ftorian, beat them, and repulfed them. Then 
they roved about the Countries of Epirus, ifo 
eedonia and Baotia. . As they were in IUyricm 
Gallienus with mu,ch ado, rowz’d by the Public! 
Evils, .came againft* them, and luckily flew a 
reat number of them; which put the reft to 
ight, who inlconfing themfelves behind their 
Carts, efcaped by the Mountain Ge/ww. Mq> 
tianus purfued them, and had feveral Batteh 
with them afterwards with various fuccc|, 
Such of them as reached home, excited all thek 
whole Country to a Rebellion againft the 16. 
mans. • l 

The ill Government of Gallienus continuing 
in a manner infupportable, Martianus and Ht> 
raclianus entred into a Confutation about the 
di/pofing the Empire ,|o another. Clauim 
above others, w;*s pitched upon, plough In 
was not then prelent. He was an extraordi. 
nary Man, and fo much in every bodies efteem, 
that he leemed really to deferve the Etnpiiej 
and from him it is, that the moll Vigilant 
C.a?far Confiantius , derives his Delcent. But, 
inalmuch as they could not accomplilh t& 
delign without the .cutting ofF a Peft, wife 
with dancing after the Play and the Cirque, 
and following hjs Pleafures, let the State in t& 
mean time goto ruin, they contrived to draw 
him out into the Field, pretending that Aartl- 
lus } betwixt whom and Galliems a difference 
had happened fince their Peace, was coming 
againft him to fight him; and as he was in cht 
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Field, they killed him. He was killed, lome Gallienu* 
fay, by the hand of Ceeropius , a Colonel' of the fl a * n - 
■Dalmtians, who by his Addrefs and Prudence 
bad much a (lifted towards the pretenlions of 
Claudius,^ about Milan ; and his Brother- Vale-' 
run was alfo killed with him at the fame place; 
whom though lome deny to have been honou* 
red with the Imperial Style, and fome make 
him a Caclar, and fome neither the one nor 
the other; yet this is certain, that after the 
Captivity of his Father, we find in the publick 
Regifters a Note, ,of the Emperor ValeriartV 
img a Conful : which can only mean the Son 
Vtltrian. The Soldiers fell into a great Muti¬ 
ny upon the death of Gallienus, and cried him 
up for an Ufeful, Brave and Powerful Prince, 
taken off only to lerve private Interefts. But, 
as it is the known way to appeafe Soldiers, to 
give them Money, and great Promiles, Mar- 
lims, with the advice of others of the prin¬ 
cipal Officers, having done this, and given 
them upon the fpot, becaule they had Money 
enough at hand, twenty pieces oi Gold a Man, 
they lubmitted, and were fatisfied to have Gal • 
limits entred as a Tyrant, upon the Publick 
Records: And then Claudius , a good and 
truly Venerable Perfon, plover of his Country 
and the Laws, and dear to all of worth, accep¬ 
table to the Senate, and well known to the 
People, took the Empire upoii him. 

In this manner lived and died Gallienus, 
who was born to ferve his Belly and his I.ufts: charier 
He fpentDays and Nights in Drinking and of Gaiiie- 
Whoring, without caring what became of all »us, 

the 
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the State. About thirty Perfons in his time Inftruments, He Walhed in the Summer fix 
fet up for Emperors, to the dilhonour of jin or /even times a day; in the Wjnter twice or 
Roman Name; nay, even Women-Revolts thrice. He drank always in Veflels of Gold; 

Kit horrid Governed better than he. In the Spring, i (corning Glafs, becaufe, he (aid, nothing was 

Luxury, tell you (bme of his miferable Devices, he mad< commoner than it. He changed his Wine 
him(elf Beds of Rofes, and PomilionVof Apple- every time he drank * never at one Meal drank 
Trees, and all forts of .Fruits; Grapes hep# mice of the fame. His Miftrcfles often fat 
(erved three Years. He had Melons in d* at the Table with him. A lecond Table was 
depth of Winter; Sweet Wine all the Yel always by, of Jefters and all forts of Mimicks. 
long: *Green Figs and Apples frem from t| When he removed to the Gardens wHjftth bear 
Trees in Months .which were out of their p his Name, all the Houlhold followed him • 
perSeafon. His Jable-Linen was always'efo who were admitted to Eat and Bath, and* 
broidered with Gold: His Services of Goji Swim with him: Women al(o, young and 
fet with Jewels. 'The Powder for his Htf old, handlome or unhandfome, we rtf often 
was of Gold duft. He often went abroad i) admitted, with whom he jefted and diverted 
a Crown radiated like that of God., At Rwjt JiimfelfJ whilft the Empire every where went 
where the Emperors appear always in Gowttj to-cuine at the fame time, 
he wore a Purple Cloak , with Buttons o| He was extremely Cruel however upon the 
Jewels fet in Gold, and a Purple Tunic! Soldiers; (or v Sometimes he killed three or four 
embroidered with Gold. His Belt was befet uiouland of them together in a day. He or- 
with Jewels. His Shoes were covered m dereda vaft great Coloft to be made of him* 
Jewels. He Eat in Publick. The People lii in the form of that of the Sun • which 
jfoftned and atcra&ed to him bv Largeffes. Hl was begun, but when he died, it was* left un¬ 
invited the Ladies to the Feaft of nis CoflM nnjfhed. He defigned to have placed it upon 
(hip; who killed his Hand, and he preleiM the Efyuiline , holding a Spear, in the hollow 
them with four Pieces of Gold of his Coin, M of whole Shaft a Child might go up by fteps 
a great Philofopher Xenophon once (aid, wml » the top. He had ordered a Chariot and 
he had loft his Son, I knew that when 1 %j Horfes, in imitation of thole of the Sun to 
him , I begat a Mortal ; fo (aid Galliendt , whfll be 1 made proportionable to thi&Statue, and to 
he heard that his Father was taken Prifonerj be fet upon a vaft Bafis. But the Emperors 
I knew my Father was a Mortal: For Which Cundiusund Amelias who came after, thought 
Saying Annins Cormcula vainly commends hb this foolilh. He did alio defign to continue 
Conftahcy. Going out and coming im bj ‘be Work of the Portico Flaminia , as far as 
was often attended with Mufickj Voices Jw to Ponte Molle\ and to make it with four nr 

film five Orders of Pillars. But it would be tedious 

to 
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to fay more of him. Let whoever defires to 
know any thing more, go to Palfurius Surn 
who hath written a Journal of his Life. I ftal 
proceed to Saloninus Gallienus * his Son* And 
then I will fay (omething in Ihort, of the Thirty 
pretended Emperors, or Tyrants, in particular, 
who let up themlelves againft this Prince., 
.1 muft own, I have here ftiidioully prefer, 
mitted feveral things, out of a refped to hi 
Poftet%: You know, Sir, very well, whit 
a Waf‘a.Man many times raifes againft hit 
felf, who writes of the Anceftorsof another: 
.1 do not doubt, but you remember what 7*1 
fays id his tiortenfius. 

Gallienus , with the time that he enjoy’d tit 
Empire in conjuruftion with his Father, rtig& 
ed, it is certain, in all Fifteen Years: thltis, 
Six Years in conjunction with Valerian, who 
then was taken Prifoner, and Ten afterwards, 
in which he reigned by himfclf I mentiofi 
this, becaule fome have laid, that Gallienus did 
in the Ninth or Tenth Year of his Reign. Bl 
which, if they mean the Years that he reigned 
alone, after the Captivity of his Father, it i 
true, that he died in his Ninth Year. But other 1 - 
wife, thole Decennial Games, which we h|ft 
Ipoken of, were celebrated by him in his Tcnl 
Year. And after them, he overcame theGdii 
or Scythians , made a Peace with Odenatus aid 
Aureolus , fought againft Pofihumiut and Lott* 
ms, and did many other things; fome tohb 
Honour, but more to his eternal Shame 
even Raked about the Taverns always in tht 
Night, and palled the greateft part of his time 
in the Debauched Company of Pimps, Playefi 
and Polcrons. the! 
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By TREBELLIUS POLLIO. 


r H IS Gallienus was the Son of Gallienus 
the Firft, and the Grandlon of the 
Emperor Valerian the Firft. There 
is little to be laid of him more, than that he 
was Nobly born, Educated like a Prince, and 
at laft killed, not upon his own account, bpt 
upon the account of his Father. Some call 
him Saloninus Gallienus, becaufe he was born at 
the City of Salona iii Dalmatia ; or becaufe his 
Mother’s Name was Cornelia Salonina Vipara, 
the Daughter of a Barbarian King; who whe* 
therlhe was the Wife,or the Miftrefs of his Fa¬ 
ther, it is certain, that Ihe was one that he ex¬ 
tremely loved. There is extant to this day in 
Rowe a Statue, which did ftand before the Street 
of the Sacra Via, but is fiuce taken into the 
Temple of Fauflina, which hath this Infcrip- 
tion upon it, To Gallienus Junior Saloninus. 

Now let us proceed to the Thirty Tyrants, 
or Pretended Emperors, who let themlelves 
U P in the time of Gallienus the Firft. I (hall 
K be 
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be fhort upon them, Some were Perfons of 
no (mail Merit, and did a great deal of good 
to the Publick. But others of them delerve 
not much to employ our Time and Pains. And 
We have already obferved feveral things con* 
corning them, in the J-ife foregoing. 

The Grandfather Qattienut was a confide- 
derable Man in the State in his time. 

* 


Vol.II. 


From 

CCLtv.l 

to 

CcLjur,. 


THE 


Thirty Tyrants, 


O R 


Pretended Emperors, 

Who fet themfelves up againft 

Valerian the Fir ft. 


AND 


I 

Gallienus the Firft. 


By TREBELLIUS POLLIO. 


I Come now, with the Reader’s Pardon for 
the plain and familiar. way in which f 
write, to thofe Thirty Pretended Empe* 
ors, or Revoltcrs, who fet up themfelves for 
he Empire, in feveral parts of the World, in 
R i oppofmon’ 


The thirty. Tyrants, Vol. II, 

oppofition to Valerian and Gallienus. I (kali 
put them altogether, and the two Empreflh 
with them; for not the Men only, but tie 
Women pretended to revolt againft Gallienun 
and I (hall be the (horter upon them, becauw 
I would not repeat the things that have been 
already mentioned concerning them, and be. 
caufe jfome of them were Perfons fo obfeure, 
that there is little or no Notice taken, nor any 
certain Account given of them, in either the 
Greek or Latin Hiftorians. 


i. CrRUVES. 

C TR TA DES was one, who firft Plunder¬ 
ed and then ran away with a great deal 
of Gold and Silver from nis Father, of the 
fame Name, into Perfta : To whom his Luxury 
and his ill Manners, had been before a'gftat 
Affliction ; becaufe his Father was a good old 
Gentleman, of quite another Life. In Perjit 
he joined and entred himfelf into the Service 
of Sapores the King; whom he (lirred up to 
make a War upon the Romans. , This War was 
firft of all Gondu&ed by Odomafies, a Perjun 
General, and next by King Sapores in Perfbn, 
The Cities of Antioch and Cxfarea Philippi w,6 ;6 
taken. From the latter Cyriades aflumed w 
himfelf the Title of Cafar: which afterwafdr 
was improved into that of Emperor, and all 
the Eaft (hook at the Terror, or at leaf! the 
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Audacioufnefs of his Arms. Some (ay, that 
he killed his own Father ; others deny it. 
However it is, when the Emperor Valerian, 
came to the* Perfm War againft Sapores, this 
Cyriades was killed by his own Men. His de¬ 
flation and Flight, his Parricide and great' 

Luxury, are the only Memorable things of him* 

i. TOSTHVMIVS. 

P OStHUMIUS was a very Great Man 
in War, and as Virtuous in Peace; and 
mall his Life and A lions of fb grave and 
Behaviour, thi t when Gallienus efta- 1 
bliiR d his Son SaloninuGallienus , a Youth, in 
the Government oft?* Ha, He committed him 
to the care of Po/lhunsii\ t as his Guardian, and 
as one whom he delink to be the Inftitutor 
or his Princely Accomi: iiflimems. Some fay, 
mPofibumius afterwan s brokers Truft, and 
killed Saloninus , as the v|ay to his own rife to 
I the Government of Gai'ia in his place. But 
it ieems to be more true and .more agreeable 
to the Manners of Pofth]mius to believe, that 
the Gauls vehemently having Gallienus the Fa¬ 
ther, and not enduring jto have a Boy over 
them, which the Son waji, fet the Soldiers up- 
onhim to kill him, and then made Poftbumim 
Emperor. All the Armjr there and all the 
embraced with joy the Government of 
Potfhmius, He behaved himfelf fo well a* 

K i mongft 
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mongft them (even Years, that he attained 
the Title of The Reftorer of Gallia, whilft Gal* 
litnut in the mean time Followed his Luxury 
and his Riot, and was a Have to the Amours 
of a Barbarian Woman. At length Gallienut 
came agamic him, and received a Wound with 
the Ihot of an Arrow. The whole Nation of all 
the Gauls could not but extremely love him, be- 
cauled he deliver’d them from the power of 
the German Invaders, and reftored the State 
of Gallia unto its Priftine fecurity. But yet 
as the Gauls are naturally a People fond of 
Novelties; Pofthumius upon the occafion of hjs 
Rigour, was killed through the means of Lollb 
anus, who rebelled againft'him; and £ ollianm 
was let up Emperor by the Gauls in his fteatl, 
The Judgment of the Emperor Valerian coir 
cerning the Merits of Pofthumius,, when he 
made him thq Prelideqt of Gallia, appears by 
this Letter. 

W E have made Pofthumius the CommanJtr 
on the Quarter beyond the Rhine, aril 
the Preftdent of Gallia. A Man, the ftiteft fa 
the Temper of that Nation. He will keep tit 
Camp , the Courts of Judicature, the Tribunals, 
every particular Perfon in Order, and in their pre¬ 
fer Rights ; and he will maintain his own Dignity 
He is one, whom I do mo ft particularly admire { 
and in my opinion deferring a Great Poft. I 
doubt not but ycu will thank me for him. If l 
am miftaken in him, you may affare your feints, 
there is no where in the IVorld to be found '» 
Perfon that 1 can wholly approve. I have made 
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lit Son a Tribune over ripjGallia Narbonenlis, 
who is a Youth, that will jse day approve him- 
felf worthy of the Exampje of his Father. 



3. Tofthumml Junior, 


r lis Pofthumius, the S(|n of the precedent, 
was made by his Fath|r firflt a Cafar, and 
then Emperor with him; i|i which Honour he 
died at the lamevfime witf j his Father, in the 
Rebellion of Lollianus. The only Memorable 
thing of him, is, that he was a Mafter of fo 
much Eloquence, that his Controverfial De¬ 
clamations are (aid to be inserted into Quintb 
lien; who is the moft Acute Orator of all the 
Romans of that kind, as with the lead reading 
in him, any one will lee immediately. 


4 . LOLLU^VS. 

B Y the Rebellion of this Perfon it was, that 
the Valiant Pofthumius was killed, after 
he had retrieved and fecured the Incerefts of 
the Roman Empire in Gallia , which were in 
danger to be loft under the Luxury of Gallic- 
ms. Lollianus was a Valiant Man himlelf: 
But yet the lenfe of his Rebellion made his 
Authority th 6 lefs amongft the Gauls. How- , 

K 4 ever 
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ever he was not unprofitable to the Publick: 
For he not only Reform’d feveral of the Cities 
ot Gallta , but hkewile the.Gaftles, which Voi 
humus in his feven Years Reign had built upon 
the Enemies Country, and which after his 
death thei Germans by a fudden Irruption plun- 
dered and burnt, he rebuilt;'and then he was 
killed'by his own Soldiers, only becahfe they 
thought him too Affiduous, and put too mud 
Labour upon them. 

Thus nrft of all Voftbumius, then Lollimi , 
alter him Viftorinui , then Tetricus, (to fay no¬ 
thing of Marius) arole to be the Alfertors of 
the Roman Marne in Gallia ; I believe they 

W ?-. e n. al l g A ven from Heave, l for that purpofe, 
wiui Gallicnus with his unheard of Luxury, 

negle&ed the State at that rate, that had the 
Germans broken out upon us in the lame man- 
ner in contort with the Goths and Per/tans , (o 
that all had confpired to our ruin, this Vener 

l able Empire of the Romans had received its 
lait period then. . 

As for all other things, the Lives of both 
and \ Lolltams are obfcure. Being 
not Terfons of any great matter of Quality; 
they are chiefly noted for their Peifbnai ft* 
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1- VICTORm^VS. 

A F l r triir th ^ he Vofihmii and W* 

SCSr rC; w° b L eing a great Soldier! 
had been before chpfen by Pofihumm to be his 

Colleague, when the Emperor Gallics tftfo 
^ 8?* vj VCQ C irvJ e ?S a, 'nlt him from Italy: Jn 

" p’ ,f M Whi } the Scours of the 
Otrmans , Vofthumius and ViUorsnus together 

fought feveral Battels with the Forcesof Galliel 
m, but at laft received a defeat. Vittorims was 

3?e Soldlerf VC / ,m i eIf V6ry much t0 cor rupe 

the Soldiers and other Men’s Wives, which 
proved his deftrudlion : A Glerk to a Tmnn 
whole Wife he had debauched with JjX 

fnd hf * c 3 ' de ' k 'v d h i m at the City of Cologne* 

?tid his Son, a Youth, who was juft before 

created a Cd?/rfr, was killed with him. Setting 
a ide this one Vice, Vitforinut was a very brave \ 
an an excellent Emperor, by manyS,mS ' 

rate of him "™«* this Cha- 

J v'Z ^ m !i f ough » k F‘f‘rnJ h- 
fore V inform us, a vho reigned in Gallia fornttin,, 

£<«■ Junius Pofthumius, Ntuhr did Trajan 

hm B ' av "l‘ M. Antoninus in 
Uemency, nor Nerva tn Gravity, tsor VeCoafian 

l h ‘‘ c "< <f<>“ Wick Mmti ,m Pertlm 

r omC LIZ 

Lufi 
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Luft and bis extream paffmfor the Pleafurts tf 
Women, undid all fo again, that People have Hot 
dared to record bis Virtues, becaufe of that Vice , 
for which be juftly dcfevved the end that he bed 
He was the Son of Vittorina, or Vittoria, who 
was called, The Mother of the Camp ; and who 
was the Perfon, that excited one after another 
Pofibumiut, Lolliams , her Son and Grandfon 
Vittorinus , and after them Marius and Tetricm, 
to aflume the Empire of Gallia. 


6, Vittorinus, Junior. 

V ICTORIOUS the Son, was declared 
Caefar by his Father, and by his Grand¬ 
mother Vittoria, but about an hour before he 
Father was killed, and himfelf was killed with 
him. There is a (mall Sepulchre of them a- 
bout Cologne in Marble, extant; which hath 
this Inlcription, Htrt lye the Two Vi&orini, 
Pretended Emperors of Gallia. 


7 - 


MARIVS- 


M A RIUS , whom Vittoria put up after 
the death of Vittorinus, reign’d but three 
days, and was originally a Smith. What Tull) 
fays of a Conful, who enjoyed that Office no 
longer than fix hours one afternoon; We havt 
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hd a Conful, fays he, fo fevere and fo ftritt 
tUt no Man during bis Magiftracy either dined 
vrSupped or Jlept ; one might alfo fay the like 
a$ to this Emperor. He was created one day, 
appeared to Reign the next, and was killed 
upon the Third. Not but that he was a ftout 
Man, and one that had parted through thefe- 
veral degrees of Command in the Army* be- 
fore became to this, He was the ftrongeft 
in the Hand and Fingers, of any one that hath 
been almoft ever known. His Veins were 
more like ftrong Cords or Ropes about his 
Fingers. With one Finger he would hurt as 
much, as if you had a blow given with a Cud- 
«1 or a Hammer. Some fay, he would only 
let nts fora finger againft a Cart, and ftop it 
coming. Betwixt two Fingers he bruifed to 
pieces hard Stones. A Soldier killed him up. 
on fame difguft, who had formerly been a 
Work-man with him in his Forge; as he ftruck, 
the Man fatd to him, This Sword is of your 
j m making. Twill give you his Speech which 
ne made to the Army, after he was declared 
Emperor. 

I ifcow, my Fellow Soldiers, that my former 
Trade of a Smith, of which all you your [elves 
ere Witneffes, may he objetted againft me. But 
M any Man fay what he will, I defire always 
u ba ™ do with good Iron, rather then to fpend 
ty days as Galhenus does in Wine, Flowers , 
Msfireftes, and the Taverns, fo unworthily of bss 
father and his Quality. Let them tell me of 
fl Trade , fo long as I can reduce Foreign 

Nations 
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Nations with the effetts of it, and make all fa 
Almains, the Germany and their Neighbor, 
know, that the Romans are a People indeed of I 
Iron, and their Swords to be the mofi dream 
of all things. In the mean time, I would dtfm 
you, Gentlemen , to observe, that you have main 
Man your Prince , who never knew how to banik 
any thing but a Sword. Which l therefore teh 
notice of to you, becaufe 1 know that Gallienus 
that Pep, hath nothing to oppofe to me, l 
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in.a Battel overcame him, and killed him. 
After which, he raged feverely againft all, as 
well Soldiers as Citizens of Mafia. He left no 
one without a Ihare of his Cruelty, and in 
i J? ve [ al T ol ™ s he killed the whole Male Sex” 

I fo that they had not a Man-Child left alive 

amongft them, See the following Orders to 
Ctler Vertanus. 

The EMPEROR Gallienus 
to Vemnus . 


8 . i^cgEs^vvs. 

I N the Year of the Confullhip of Fufeu, an i 
Baffin, whilft Gallienus lived the Life we 
l^^e already fo often mentioned, with his 
Whores, Players and Pimps, and depraved the 
good Parts which he had by nature in him. 
in a continued Luxury- IngttiuuS) who was 
then the Governour of Pannonia , was by the 
concurrence of that Province, and the Le¬ 
gions which were in Mafia, created Emperor, 
And it was very well for the publiclc Good, 
becaufe it was a time, that the Sarmatians were 
lo preffing, that there was a neceffity of a 
vigorous Prince to oppofe them, and remedy 
the publick Mifery. However, Gallienus, as 
ne was quick, fierce, furious, vehement and 
cruel, when neceffity required, as well as pro- 
ntgate and lewd, came againft Ingenuut , and 

in 


Tr u not enough to fatufie me, if you killonh 

tn ? rws > who <xpofed their Lives 
if them/elves to the Fortune of the Battel and 

7thZ? l n d J m: M,l ‘ M ‘t‘ Set 
L Jtl j $ 0(1 and pm &' Whoever bath 
, ‘”f{? ’If. t0 me > u t0 he killed. Whoever 
both fpoktn til againft me, againft me the Son of 

!?bim n be Mlf i**” andBrother Princes, 
Miu , k t ed 'r Ingenuus » on Emperor! Cut 
% T T % Mnd. I write this mi!b 

mj own Hand ; do you n as I would my felf 

hemus was a very brave and ferviceable 
JJf"? a ^. alio beloved by the Soldiers, which 

an AmU-o ra,fes r f he Cou rage of fuch as have 
h n af A rr ? Command. Some have fhid, 

td utt Fi A and after- 

than to fiu 




9 - REG II- 


* 4 * 


The Thirty Tyrants, VoU | VoU f. or, Pretended Emperors. 

Regtllianus did feveral gallant Adions a . 
gainft the Sarmat* i but however, for fear of 
^ • |> tt ' ts 4 n / ff i o I the further Fury of Gallienus, he was betravsd 
O. THEGILLIA N £ I to the Roxolani, and killed. y 

^ ^ Claudius, who fucceeded to tHe Empire after 

Gallienus , and whole Judgment undoubtedly 
was or great weight in his time, writ the fol¬ 
lowing Letter to Regtllianus, whilft they were 
both as yet private Perfons, to give him 
Thanks for his Care of Illyricum, during the 
Negligence of Gallienus, where Regillianus 
then commanded as General. I met with it 
? the Archives, and therefore it is of Au¬ 
thority to be inferred here. 


B Y the publick Deftiny, it was fo, in the 
time of GaUiemt , that every one who 
could, ftarted up an Emperor. Thus Rqil 
lianas in Illyricum , where he commanded, n 
advanced by the Afliftance of thofe Mejia 
Legions, who had ferved before on the lido 
of Ingtnuus, and upon whofe Families, aft# 
the Defeat, Gallitnus had exercifed an inert 
dible Cruelty. 

The Story of the manner of the elevation 
of RegiVianut, is pleafant, and a fort of a Jed 
Some of the Military Men fupping with him, 
fays a Lieutenant-Tribune, From whence tin I 
we. comes the Name of Regillianus? From re^ 
anfwersoneprelently, foreign . Then beginn 
nother to derive his Name Grammatically 
from Rex, thus; Rex, Regis, Regi, Reguk, 
RegiUas, Regillianus.. Then, fays one. Cannetk 
very well be a King ? Says another, Cannot 
be oar King ? Says a Third, He is a King bm\ 
God hath given him the Name of one. And the 
next day the Chiefof the Army in reality fit 
him up to be Emperor. 

It cannot be denied but he always appro¬ 
ved himfelf a good Soldier. Gallienus had bo- 
fore fufpefied him for his Merits. He was! 
Dacian by Nation, and related, it is Laid, to 
Decebalut , the once Famous King of Dacia. 

Regilliam 


Claudius to Gfygillian, wiflieth all 
Health. 

f Congratulate the Happinefs of the Publick, in 

oJT m ?fi Cb a Cap *A in „ at > m > t0 fight their 
Battel, at tbit time. Gallienus is happy in you, 

though be is one, to whom no body tells the Truth 

*jjther of the Good nor Bad. Bonitus and Celfus* 

wo ef his Guards , have informed me of your 

Altun at Scupi, in the Upper Moelia, and how 

iff » ont , d «y have fought, and with 
Mat dtfpatcb. You would be thought to deferve 
a Triumph , did we live as in the antient Times. 

7 “ mt > 1 muld on k ”i(b you to be cautious ' 
bnt> you Conquer at this rate, remembring a cer- 
, P pf» and the jealoufte it may give him. 
^ay /end me fome of the Bows of the Sarma- 

tians, 
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tians, a Coutle of the Soldiers Coats , fuel j 
at you have in Illyricum, with Buttons ; l bavt 
ftnt you a Couple of ours. 

\ 

It is to be obferved, that Regillianus Was 
one who had not received his promotion from 
Gallienus , but from the Emperor Valerian ; and 
that Claudius , Macrianus, Itsgenuus , Voft humid, 
and Aureolus , were all like wife made Coni' 
manders <by Valerian ; whole Judgment in thi 
Choice of them was therefore admirable,and 
would have been, had he continued upon# 
Throne, a greathappinefs tons; becaufeaf 
thefe, and all the General Commanders what*' 
ever, that were of his promotion, were Pet* 
fons fo well chofen, that they merited after- 1 
wards the Favour and Votes of their Soldlm I 
to be Emperors. And I wifh, that either they 
could have held it out, and maintained their j 
Empires longer, or that Gallienus had not reign¬ 
ed (o long ; it had been much better for the 
Liberty of our State. But Fortune was pleated j 
to indulge herfelf extraordinarily, to take a* 
way, not only Valerian from us, but feveral 
others who would have made us good Princes 
in his Bead, and at the fame time to continue 
to us a Gallienus longed than .it was certainly 
nt that fuch a one mould reign. 


to. AV- 


■i;©* JVREOLVS: 

Vreelus* was another Commander of the 
j- Forcgs of the Province of Illyricum , who 
JO, contempt to Gallienus, as all the reft, with 
M W|ation of the Soldiers, fet himfelf tip 
jjfhEmperor. Againft him came Macrianus 
# h-s Son with a conhderable Army out of 
m Eaft,'\n their way, as they Were diretfting 
.0ir March to depofe Gallienus• Aureolus cor- 
niwed fpme ofthis Army to his fide, and fought 
Macrianus and his Son, fo that me 
.J® ^rwardil, and joyning. them- 
(elves with Aureolus , this additional Force 
made Aureolus a Potent Emperor* In vain die! 
Gfllienus attempt to reduce him. Gallienus 
made a Peace With him, and accepted of his 
AjjjSftance to oppofe Pofthumius in Gallia. After 
the Death of Gallienus , the Emperor Claudius 
fought. Aureolus, and flew him at the Bridge, 
yifjhich is called the Bridge of Aureolus at this day, 
<P[there he built him a fmall Sepulchre, with 
art lnfcription in Greek upon it, fignilyirtg, That 
'isi,Emperor Claudius having overcome the power - 
ful Tyrant Aureolus, had given him a Sepulchre, 
end fo would in his Clemency, have fpared bts 
Life, but that the.Soldiers refufed it, and with - 
Wkhis order killed him. The Bridge he de- 

t0 h} m> 

L fi, MACilL 
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tiatiSj and a Couple of the Soldiers Coats, fitch \ 
as you have in Ulyricum, with Buttons 5 I have 
fent you a Couple of ours . 

\ 

It is to be obferved, that Regillianus was 
one who had not received his promotion from 
Gallienus , but from the Emperor Valerian ; and 
that Claudius , Macrianus, Ingenuus, Vofihutnm , 
and Aureolas, were all like wife made Com¬ 
manders *hy Valerian j whole Judgment in tht 
Choice of them was therefore admirable,and 
would have been, had lie continued upon the 
Throne, a great happinels to 11 s; becaufe all 
thefe, and all the General Commanders what* 
ever, that were of his promotion, were Pet* 
fons fo well chofen, that they merited after¬ 
wards the Favour and Votes of their Soldiers 
to be Emperors. And I wife, that either they 
could have held it out, and maintained their 
Empires longer, or that Gallienus had not reign¬ 
ed lo long; it had been much better for the 
Liberty of our State. But Fortune was plealed 
to indulge herfelf extraordinarily, to take a- 
way, not only Valerian from us, but fevcral 
others who would have made us good Princes 
in his ftead, and at the fame time to continue 
to us a Gallienus longer^ than it was certainly 
ht that Inch a one mould reign. 
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10* AVREOLVS. 


10 . AU- 


A Vreolus• was another Commander of the 
Forces of the Province of Illyricum , who 
jn contempt to Gallienus, as all the re If, with 
the mitigation of the Soldiers, fet himfelf up 
an Emperor. Again!} him came Macrianus 
and his Son with a conliderable Army out of 
the Eaft,' in their way, as they Were directing 
their March to depole Gallienus • Aureolas cor¬ 
rupted fpme of this Army to his fide, and fought 
and flew Macrianus and his Son, fo that the 
relt yielding afterwards, and joyning them- 
lelves with Aureolus, this additional Force 
made Aureolus a Potent Emperor.. In vain did 
Gallienus attempt to reduce him. Gallienus 
made a Peace with him, and accepted of his 
Affiftancc to oppole Pcftbumius in Gallia. After 
the Death of Gallienus , the Emperor Claudius 
foughc Aureolus, and flew him at the Bridge, 
nr/iich is called the Bridge ol Aureolus at this day,' 
and there he built him a fmall Sepulchre, with 
anlnfcription i n Greek upon it, ligniiyirtg, 7 hat 
the Empcror Claudius having overcome the power, 
ful Tyrant Aureolus, had given him a Sepulchre, 
and he would in his Clemency, have fpared bss 
life, but that the Soldters refufed it, and with - 
tHtibis order .killed him. The Bridge he de¬ 
dicated to him. 

L n. MACRf 
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ii. MJCW^Vl 

T HE once Famous Senator and Patriot,and 
afterwards the Valiant, but df all atlaft, 
the moft unfortunate Emperor Valerian, beibg 
taken Prifoner by the Per fans, amongfl: whom! 
he lived and died in Captivity, and left behind 
him lflue unworthy ofluch a Father; Balm 
who was Captain of the Guards to him, and 
Macrianus a principal Officer of the Army uiK 
demanding what a Perlon Gallienus was, who 
was alfo at a great diftance from them, and that 
Aureolas had already ufurped upon him in Illj> 
ricum, met t and confulted with the Force 
which were'with them in the Eafi at their do 
(ire; what was to be done as to the Election, 
of another Emperor in the place o fValerm 
MaoniusAfiyanax was prefent in Perlon at th# 
Council, who fays that Balifia Ipoke thus. 

My Age, as well as my Inclination, and n) 
Bufinefs lets me far from afpiring to an Empk 
1 cannot deny but that 1 fhould be glad to Jet i 
good Prince in the place of Valerian. But V-'bf 
u there for it, unlefs it be fucb a one as yi»\ 
Maori an US, who are brave, re [elute, boneft, tri¬ 
ed and approved in the publick Service , tut 
what tfpcctally concerns an Emperor to be, lotb, 
Take you therefore the Place which Us due « 
your Defats, Tom may command my Services at 

loH 
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long as you . please, cnly remember to difebarge 
Veil the Duty which is imPofed upon you, and 
then all the Roman World will rejoyce to fee 
jou made their Sovereign. 

Matrianus inhered, 

1 tonfefi, Bali (fa, it is of confluence to have 
fucb a Prince as you have deferibed ; and / 

Iheld be wiling to ferve the State, in order to 
depefe, that Pefi Gailienus, from the Govern- 
rnt t hf it, Put this is not a Work, for my Age. 
lam Old, I cannot Ride, as I fall be obliged 
to Jo for an Example to the Soldiers. 1 am one 
bet mufi be frequently bathing, and mufi eat 
mil ; my tleafures and niy Riches have taken 
m off of the ufyges of' a SoUitry Life . long 
he. Tou mufi ft up rather, Two or Three 
hut young Men, who may difiribute them fives 
nto.feveral parts of the Empire , to refiore it 
pin to its former Splendor, which by the Mif- 
tttupe of Valerian, and the ill Life of Gal* 
iemis « at prefent Puineds 

Bali (la, priderftanding that he feemed to' 
lint lomething about his Sons, who were 
irave young Men, Macriansis Junior, and 
tygittut, he- replied thus ; 

We commit the Empire and the Government • 

I ii Jo your Prstdeftce. tou have Two brave 
wi(TMen °f four own, Macrianus and Quie- 
B, who fometime fince Were made Tribunes by 
h Emperor Valerian. Take tktrti to be your 
h % Colie ague i 
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Colleagues in the Em fire', 'fifify cannot be 
btcaufe they are good, under Gallienus. 

Maori anus finding that his Meaning hjj 
been rightly taken, anfwered ; . 

I fubmit, and as to the Soldiers , Iwill/jm 
them a double Fay with my own Money, fy 
you Balifta, a careful Officer to me , and fmilt 
me Vrovifions in the places, where it is Ml 
fary ; and l will make Gallienus> a Man h . 
yond any thing of a Woman loofe and effendhtli, 
to under(land the Power of pis Fathers Cii 
manders. 

So Macriams and fos Two Sons were will 
the Con lent of all the Troops made Empe¬ 
rors. The Father, and his Son Macrim, 
4narchgd prefently againft Gallienus, leavliij 
the Affairs of the Eafi in good order, folk 
the other Son Quietus. They brought rra 
them an Army of Five and Forty Thoufani 
Men, with whohi they engaged with Auruk 
in Ilhricum , or upon the borders of Tkfh 
but they were beaten, and both of thenrkil 
led, and Thirty Thouland of their Men after¬ 
wards yielded themfelves to the Power of i- 
reolus. Vomitiak was the General of Atdfdk 
in this Battel, a very brave and a&ive Soldier, 
who derived his.Family frgm the Emperorilt 
mitian and DomitiUa. Not to omit tne' Judg¬ 
ment of Valerian , concerning this Macrtiuw 
and his Sons, in a Letter which he lent to tfo 
Senate from the Borders of P erfia. 


voi. n. or, Pretended Emegors. 

I Have entrufied in my abfence, wbilfi I am up¬ 
on the Perfian War, aH the Affairs of the 
State relating to the Military part to Macrianus. 

He is faithful to you , Fathers of the Senate, af- 
fiftmate to me, and the Soldiery both love him 
inid fear him. Upon all. occafms he'will aft 
in .concert with the Armies, "Nor are you , Fa¬ 
thers of the Senate, ftrangers to the bravery of , 

t crianus from bis .beginning to this day. 'Ton 
e kpown him a Boy in Italy, a Fouth in Gat* 
lia„fi Man in 'thrice, in his full Prime in A* 
%ft, an old Man in lUyricum and jDalnutiaj 
hi all which places his Bravery batff been ap- 
jrtyed in feveral Batieli , in which he hath ac * 
flitted bimfelf exemplarily well. To this it if 
tt be added , that he bath Sent worthy jo be of 
•fw Body, and worthy of your Favour, 
fo goes on. . 


iz/ Macrianus the Son, 

f H IS Yputh h$d not been made an Em* 
, peror, but only with Relpe# to the Pru- 
0etyce of his Father, in whole Hands he was. 
H? Was wonderfully Bfave for his Age, and 
M gained himfelf by it great Commendations. 

what fignifi.es the Fortitude of any one 
Man in a Battel ? He was overcome and kil- 
M by Domitian, ‘ together with his Father. 
Hli Mottar W,as a Lady of Quality. His Fa- 

L J ther 
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ther had raifed himfelf to the Empire frqjn the 
degree of a private Soldier. T 



i?. QVIETVS. 

' ‘ .V - * /J r 


Q uietus was a Youth worthy of his Fathw, 
and his Brother, ilti, conjunction w|| 
wnom, as we have (ajd, he ^ras made Epipf 
ror, which he alfo deferved. , But when (%- 
status, the King of the Palmyrfhi , who had Jpfe- 
tended to the Empire ofthe from the Cap¬ 
tivity of Valerian, heard of the entire defeat tf 
both his Father and his Brother by Jiumlwl 
he came yvitlj a Force againft ibis' Youth, vin¬ 
dicating as it were the Caufe of tyUwmt, ?ni| 
flew him firft, and Balifia foon after "hiii. 
Yet had Quietuj And his Brother*lived, they* 
niight have done the State very great Service,! 
Their Family ^ouriihes at thip <jay, and oil/ 
thing,is very remarkable^ it -1 that it^aifc 
muy which hath, and hath always had fufili 
an Honour for Alexander the Great of Matt: 
donia, that the Men continually wear his Pi- 
i^ure in theh Rings, and have it cut upon 
their Plate; the Women wear it finely wrought 
in their Heads, Bracelets, kings. Gowns^Bor* 
ders, Mantles, and all manner ofDrefies^ Tfii 
other day, a Gentleman of that Family & 
pelius Macer , giving an Entertainment jnlw 
femple of Hercules , he had a Gold and’Silfe 
^>owi there, on which in the midft was engni- 
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ved a Head of Alexander , and round.it was all 
the Hiftory of him, contained in fliort and 
pretty Figures, which every one that had. an 
Honour for that great Man was very Curious 
to lee. I mention this, becaufe alto there is 
an Opinion, that luch as carry about them 
|ijch an Image either in Gold or Silver, are di¬ 
vinely affifted in all that they do. 


4. O'DEW.A?VS. 

f .< s 

O Venatus Prince of the Palmyrettji in Syria 
was the Perlon that really fecured the Af¬ 
fairs of the £<*/?, by his talcing up Arms againft 
the Perftam', in the behalf of the captive Em¬ 
peror Valerian. ' His Wife Zenobia, and his Sons 
Htrod, Herennian, • and Timolaus accompanied 
hjm in that Expedition. He firft reduced 
under his Power the,City of Nifibis, and all 
Mtfopotama, Then he fought Sapor as King 
bf Perfia, and beat him, and put him co flight. 
He pur filed Sapores and his Children, as far 
as to the City o iCteftpbon. He took the Con¬ 
cubines of Sapores Priloners, and a -great deal 
of Booty. He intended next to aired his 
Army againft the pretenfions of Maori anus r, 
who had fet himfelf up againft Galuenm. But 
Matrianus, with the Son of his own Name, was 
killed in the Battel with Aureolus in Illyricutn . 
Then Odenafttt feitopon the ocher Son Quietus, 
™ L 4 who 
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who was left in the Eafi, and him he killed, 
And after he had compofed in a great-inca- 
lure the State of Affairs in the Baft, himfelf 
and his Son Herod were Iilcewife killed by Mao- 
nius. | believe that God was angry with the 
Roman Empire, in. that he did not coritliiub 
Odenatm longer to us. For certainly Odttidt^ 
and his Lady Zenoha together, had re-eftabHflj;' 
ed, not only the Eaf, but all the parts of the 
Empire. He was a great Warrioiir, and he is 
tor ever Famous befides lor an indefatigable 
Huntfman. For from his Yduth he acCuftom- 
ed himfelf to the Hunting the Lion, the Lflfr 
pard, the Bear, and the reft of the wild Beaftji 
of the Field. He was always in the \Vdbl 
and upon the Mountains, enduring the Hill 
and the Rain, and-all the injiifids that 1 
nly accompany that Sport • and this harden^ 
him ag^in for all Weathers which he fufte'^d 
in his Wars with Per fa. His .Lady Zewiii, 
no left flcciiftomed herfelf Co, that fna'ny fill 
|he was as valorous and a$ indefatigable as Mi 
A Won an the noble/} of'all her Sex; aM 
lays O rnehus Capitolinas, the Beauty too of ill 
m L.ut.. J . 
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If. HEROD. 

H ired, the elder Son of Oifetonw* born to- 
him, not by Zenobia, but a former Wife, 
concurred with his Father in afl&ming the Em¬ 
pire of the Edfi. He was a Man "df an ex¬ 
treme delicacy of Life, wholly devoted to the 
Otiknl'al 4 nd the dracian Luxury, HisTehts 
irlfic attibfbiderdd, his Pavilions done with 
(ibid, alid hfe had all things after the Per fan 
liitide. Odtttdtks loved him, and indulging. 
Mrh his Humour, he gave him all theRotyal 
Cohcubihes, the Riches, artd the Jewels that 
h? todk froth the Ring oCfeYfia. Zenobiato&s 
A right Stepmother to him, which only , the 
tfiore recdmrhended him to his Father. 

’ 4 . • - • \> 
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T His Perfoh was a Coufin-German to the 
Excellent Odenatut , whom he killed t 
draWh to that Fa& ’by nothing but a curfed 
Envy at the Pleafures of Herod, though in the 
mean time he was very lewd himfelf; fo thal 
the Soldiers’whq had put him up to be Empe¬ 
ror after Odenatus by a miftake, killed him 

qwicklj 
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quickly again, as he deferved, for his Luxury, 
Zenobia, feme fays, favoured the Envy of Mao. 
nius , becaufe fee could not endure to fee a 
Step-fen, made a, Prince, before fee Sons of 
her own Body. 


1 7. HA LIST A. 

T HE Account about Balifia is very jp 
rious. Some fay, Odenatut gave him jjj$ 
Pardon ; yet becaufe he would neither trull 
toGhllienus, nor Aureolus, nor Odenatut, he let 
up himfelf Emperor. Others fay, that he was 
killed at the Village of Daphne by Antioch, where 
he lived a private Life upon an Eftate which 
he bought there ; and again, that he was kil¬ 
led as he lay in his Tent, by a private Soldier 
of Odenatut ; and again, feat he was killed By 
the Perfens fent by Aureolut to take Quiitut, 
after his defeat and (laughter of his Father 
and his Brother. However it is, Balifia was 
a Famous Perfon, an experienc’d Statefman, 
of great Force in his Counfels, Eminent to 
■his Expeditions, and a lingular Manager of 
the Quarters and Provifions for fee Soldiers. 
The Emperor Valerian gave this Chara&er of 
• pim to Ragoniut Citrus. 
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The Emperor Valerian to ^agonius 
Claru$, the Prsefeft pf lllyricum 
and Gallia, 

I ';N the difpofition of the Quarters , and the Pro - 
, viftons 'of the Soldiers, I would' have you my 
Kinfman, if fou are a good Husband, as 1 know 
you are, to follow the Example of Balifia. Do 
you fee , how he makes the thing eafte to the People 
off the Country ? Where there is Forage for the 
furpofe, there be fends his Horfe ; where Corn, 
there he places the Foot. He compels no Man , 
tio Landlord to find Corn there, where he hath 
it nof\ nor to feed a Horfe , where he cannot. 

And tt. is certainly 'the befi way to take things 
at they grow upon the place without charging 
the Publick ysitb Carriages and Expcnces. Thus 
tbt Province of Galatia abounds in',Corn ; Thrace 
«W lllyricum are full of Corriffin the Foot be 
ijuartered there. In Thrace, the Horfe alfo might 
Winter very well, without damage to the Inha¬ 
bitants, becaufe the Fields afford a great deal of 
Grafs: So "where there is plenty of Bacon, or any 0 - 
fber Commodities, the befi may is, to raife and to de¬ 
mand thefaid Commodities from thence. All which 
are the Counfels of Balifia, who charges only one 
Otmmodity upon one Province, abounding with it, 
and in the mean time he frees that Province from 
the quartering of Soldiers, becaufe thofe are there, 
where the Corn and the Grafs' mofi is. This is 
now become a publick Order, 


In 
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In another Letter? the fame Emperor re* 
turns his thanks to Balifia for all the good Me.. 
thods of Government, which he owns himfelf 
to have learnt from him. Particularly he is 
glad, he fays, that by his Coun^l he hath re- 
trenched all Perfons, which do him no fer- 
vice j that is, to entertain no Supernumerary 
Officers in the Court, nor Tribunes or Soldi 
ers in the Army without Employs: all which 
he attributes to the Counfels of Balifia. , 
And this is as much as I have met with, that 
I can rely upon, concerning him. He! 
often commended for a good Officer i but 
little is fpoken of him, as an Emperor. ; 


IS. V A L E 3 ^ S. 

"THIS Perfqn, being of great Note and, 
Knowledge both in the Military and ffie 
Civn Affairs, had the Honour to Remade by 
Gallientu the Procpnful of Acbaia. Macrianus 
very much fearing him, and envying his Me¬ 
rits, knowing him to be his Enemy, fent Pif« 
againft him to .kill him. Valent &brefaw the 
danger, and took the care to provide himfelf 
well againft it. He had no otner way, as he 
thought, to cfcape, but by fetting himfelf up 
au Emperor, as, well as Macrianus M dpn?. 
He did fo, and .efc^ped the power of pifi. 
ftut hewasfopn $fter killed by hj$pWn Men. 
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ip, Valens, Senior. 

T HIS Valm was either Uncle, or Great 
Uncle to the precedent, and one that 
fet himfelf up in the time of the Emperor 
deems. It comes into my mind to mention 
him here, becaufe of his Relation to, and 
the parity of his Fortune with the other: 
for after he had a few days Reigned in Illyri- 
turn , he was killed alfo. 


20. T I S 0 . 

P ifi was fent with a Force by Macrianus , to 
kill Vtlens, the Eighteenth in this Cata¬ 
logue of Tyrants; but finding that Valtns was 
provided againft him, he changed his Courfe 
into the Province of Tbefialy, and was there 
by the conlent of a (mall Party, himfelf made 
an Emperor, with the Title of Emperor of 
TheJJalia. He was a very good and Provident 
fort of a Man, to a Proverb > fo that he was 
called in his time the Thrifty Pifo ; and he was 
of that Noble Family of the Pi/o’s, into which 
Cicero fays, to do his own an Honour, he Mar¬ 
ried his Daughter Tullia. He was much, in 
the efteem of all the Great Men. Valtns, 

who 
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who Tent Ruffians after him into TheJJ'aliit, who 
Murdered him, confefTcd, that though he wa$ 
his Enemy, he knew not what account to give 
of that Fad: to the Gods, the Infernal Judges, 
becaufe the Roman Empire had not then fuel) 
another Perfon as Ptfo, The Senate upon the 
News of his Death, met upon the feventh of 
the Kalends of July , and unanimoully de* 
creed the Honours of a God, with this Elo- 
gium, that there never was a better Man, nor 
one more firm and conftant than he. They 
decreed him a Triumphal Statue and a Cha* 
r iot, to be put up to his Honour. The former is 
yet to befeen, amongft the others of the fame 
kind; The latter did lometime Hand about 
the place, where fince hath been built the 
famous Bath of Diockfian, of eternal, as well 
as facred, memory. 


21. JE MILIAR. 

I T is a Familiar thing with the People of 
E W f > 10 br eak out, likeMad-Men, into 
the violentefl Seditions and Diforders, upon 
any the flighted occafions. Often have they 
for a matter of a Complement negleded, or 
for a Place in the Baths, or about the Flefhin 
Markets, Herbs, Shooes, and the'like, 
j ailed luch Commotions, as have hazarded the 
Ruin df the State, and required an Army to 
reptefs them again. Thus one day a Slave 

belong- 
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belonging to the Curatourof the City of A- 
Itxandrja was killed by a Soldier, for faying, 
that he had a better pair of Shooes on his Feet, 
than that Soldier had. The People hereupon 
rofe, and made an AfTaultupon the Houle of 
tSmlian, who was the Roman General of the 
Province. They Came upon him in a furious 
manlier, with Stones and Swoids, and all forts 
of Inftruments^ as is ufiial in a Sedition. v£mi- 
lian had no other waym fine, to take, but with 
the confent of the Egyptian Army, Who were 
willing to it, chiefly becaufe they hated Gallic 
mi, to makehimfelf Abfolute, and let up for 
an Empire. This he did, with Vigour. He 
went thorough the Tbebais , and all Egypt, and 
dilplayed his Authority over .the Barbarians. 
He gained himfelf the Title of the Alexan¬ 
drian Emperor. But as he was preparing for 
[ an Expedition into India , Gallienus fent Tbeo- 
imi againft him, who took him and lent him 
Prifoner to Rome j where he was Strangled in 
thePnfon, according to an Antient Guflom 
of putting Captives to death. Gallienus would 
have after this, made Egypt a Proconfiilar Pro¬ 
vince, and given it to Tbeodotus ; but the Priefts 
prohibited him, pretending an Inscription up* 
on a golden Column at Memphis in Egypt, in 
Letters, faying, that Egypt would then be a 
Free People, when the Romans attempted to 
Govern it by Confute; and therefore the Rods 
of the Confute were never to enter into A * 
hxandria. Cicero , againft Gabinius , mentions 
the fame Notipn in Iiis time: I find jit alfo in 
Vroailus , the Learned Grammarian > who is 
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of great Authority, when he fpeaks oT Fo¬ 
reign Countries. So that when Htrtnnm Ctl 
fut, your Rinfman, the prefent Pr*fe& of £• 
gyp, not contented with the Honour which 
he hath, defired lately to be made a Confui, 
he was anfwered that he asked a thing, that 
was not to be granted; becaule it was con¬ 
trary to an obi&vation of the Empire. 



QAtuminus was made a Commander by the 
.tJ Emperor Valerian , and continued lo with 
great Applaufe in the Reign of GallwurAl 
no longer .being able to endure the Diffolute- 
nefs of that latter Prince, and the negle# of 
his Government, the Army let him.up to be 
Emperor. He was a Man of. lingular Pru¬ 
dence and great Gravity, beloved by all, and 
very well known for his Victories over the Bar¬ 
barians. The fame day, that the Soldiers put 
upon hipi the Purple, he told them in a Speech; 
Gentlemen you have loft a good Captain, to 
make of him an ill Prince. He did leveral 
things in his Reign which were Brave: but, be- 
mg leyere as to the Dilcipline of the Soldiers, 
the lame that had raifedhim, killed him. 


43. TETRI' 
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TET^ICVS. 

A Fter Viltorinus and his Son were killed in 
Gallia , their Mother Victoria perluaded 
Ttwicus a Senator, who then exercifed the Of¬ 
fice of a Prelident in Gallia^ and Was her Re¬ 
lation, to take upon him the Empire there. 
Accordingly Ihe cauled him to be Proclaim’d, 
and his Son to be Entitled the Cafar. Tetri- 
tut Reigned long, and performed feveral things 
happily > but being beaten at laft by the Em¬ 
peror Aurelian , and unwilling to give himfblf 
further trouble with a perverle and an infolent 
Army which he had to Command, he volun¬ 
tarily yielded to Aurelian. Aurelian , not be¬ 
ing one overmuch inclined to Lenity, lqd him 
idafolemn Triumph, at the lame time when 
lib led in Triumph Zenobia 1, the Wife of Ode- 
ntit/t, and her two Sons Herennianus and 77- 
mlaut. But being fenlible, that this was very 
fevere,to be done to a Roman Senator, and one 
who had been a Confui, and Prefidemftf Gallia , 
he made him, after he had thus Triumphed 
over him , the Governour of all the Cam- 
ft^na i AbrHX>x, 0 j Puglia / Lucania , Cambria t 
Httruria , Ombria , and generally all the Pro¬ 
vinces of Italy ; he luffered him not only to 
live, but to live in the greateft Splendour; and 
oftentimes called him by the name of either 
his Colleague, or his Companion in Arms, 
or Emperor, M n d«n- 


i<5e 
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24. ‘Tetricw ? Junior. 

T HIS Youth, the Son of the other, ha¬ 
ving been declared Cafar by the Lady Pi- 
ttoria, was led in Triumph by Aurelian in 
Company with his Father. He enjoyed after¬ 
wards all the Honours of a Senatour, and his 
Eftate untouched, and left the fame to hisPo- 
flerity. My Grandfather hath Paid, that he 
was acquainted with him very well, and that 
no Man was more effeem’d either by Aurelia 1 , 
or the following Princes, than he. The Houle 
of the Tetrici is extant at this day, and a ve¬ 
ry fair one upon the Mount Calms, betwixt 
two Groves, over again!! a Temple of Ijit, 
You have in it, in Mofaick Work, a draught 
of the Emperor Aurelian, holding out to each 
of thefe two, over whom he Triumphed/a 
Senatorian Robe, to fignifie his inverting 
them again in that Dignity; and they holding 
out to him a Sceptre and Crown, as the ac¬ 
knowledgements of his Vi&ory. At the De¬ 
dication of which Piece, they fay, that juro 
hand id them the Honour to be prefent at their 
Entertainment, at their humble Requeft. 


ij. 7r<- 
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' 11 . T%E C BELL1A3 %. 

I Am almoft afhamed to recount fo niany 
feveral Upftart Emperors, that all appeared 
under the fingte Reign of Gallienus , and were 
occafioned by his own fault: his Luxury de* 
isrving no other than to be confronted with 
them, and yet his Cruelty was fuch, that one 
might very Well be afraid to do fo too. Tre- 
kllian, amongft the reft, was made a Prince, 
in the Province of Ifauria, by the Ifaurians 
tlremfelves. Some called him an Arch-Rob¬ 
ber; but he gave hinifelf the Tide of an Em- 
pdi’Or, and ordered a Medal to be made of 
him as fuch, and appointed his Court in the 
Caftle of the City Ifaura. He maintained 
his Empire tor forne time, by the help of the 
Mountains, and the Faftnefles, in which he 
took refuge Ike being by Caufifoleui ah K- 
gtptian, the General of Gallienus , and the 
Brother' of Theodotus , who had before taken 
o£milian Prifoner, drawn down into the open 
Field, where he could not avoid the Com¬ 
bat, he was overcome and killed. Yet could 
trot the Ifaurians , for fear of the Crt/elcy of 
Gallienus,be prevailed With afterwards upon any 
terms of Kuidnefs and Humanity to fubmit. 
They have ever flilce remained as Barbarians i 
their Country * though in the Heart of the 
hman Empire, is fofhut up, and Hands as it 

M t were 
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“were a Boundary againft it, defended by 
its own Natural Limits, more than by 
Men : who in truth are neither skilled in 
Arms, nor Brave, nor Virtuous, nor Wife and 
Prudent. But yet they are fecurein only this, 
that they live in places inaccelfible. 


26. 

O Den at us, the Prince of the Palmyreni in 
Syria, and fometime Emperor of the 
Eaft, left at his death his Wife Zenobia and two 
Sons, Herennianvs and Timolaus : who being 
very young, Zenobia in their names alfumea 
and governed the Empire of their Father, 
longer than it was for the Honour of the Rr 
man Name to endure in a Woman. She Ar¬ 
rayed thole Children in the Purple Habit of 
the Roman Emperors, and brought them with 
her to the Head of her Army, and to the Af 
lemblies of the People, whither (he often went, 
and Harangued them like a Man. She was 
the Dido, the Semiramis, the Cleopatra of her 
Age. It is a thing uncertain, what the end 
i™ S of thefe her two Sons; whether they Were 
killed by Aurelian , or. whether they died their 
own deaths. But there are of the Pofterityof 

Zenobia, living at Rome , in Honour, at this 

day. 

TIMO' 
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17; TIMOLAVS. 

T HE Account of ] Timolaus is, t fuppole, 
the lame with that of Herennian , his 
Brother. Only in one thing he is diftinguilhed 
from him; which was his great Ardour for the 
Roman Studies $ which Tttnolaus fb readily im* 
bibed, that he might have made, it is faid,one 
of the greateft Orators in his time. 


it. C EL SVS, 

* 

Hilft the parts of Gallia, Thrace, Illyri. 
cum, Pontus, and the! Eaft were taken 
Ip, and Cantoned into feparate Empires by the 
feveral Pretenders there, and Gdtienus palled 
his Life in the mean time amongft the Ta. 
verns, Baths, and Bawdyhoqfes; the Africans 
by the inftigation of Vibius Pajfienus their Pro- 
conful, and Fabius Pompeianus the Comman¬ 
der on the Frontier of Libya, let up Celjut 
Emperor, adorning him for the purpole with 
a Robe of Purple, taken off of a Statue of 
the Goddels Calejtis. He had been a Tribune, 
hue lived at this time a private Life upon his 
Eftate, and was a Man of that Juflice, and 
fhat Prefence, that he feemed very well tode- 

M 3 fervq 
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fervo (heir Choice. But the feventh day after¬ 
wards, a Woman, Galliena by Name, a Re¬ 
lation of the Emperpr Gallipnus, killed him; 
fo that lie had no time to {hew himfelf in. His 
Body was thrown to the Dogs: His Effigies, 
was counted upon a Crofs, and Crucified j. 
tnidft the Infults of the People, as if it had 
been Celfus himfelf in Perfon, 'This was a 
new Devife of punifhing the memory of a 
Man. The truth is, the City of Sicca Rood 
out againft him, keeping their Faith to Gpl- 
Uenui ; and it was thofe efpecially, that urged 
on this difgrace. 


2 9. ZEZNJOHIJ. 

T O the lafl ffiame of the Reign of .Gal- 
lienus, and of the Roman Empire uno?t 
him, the Women Revolted againft him, anj 
managed their Entcrprife alio extraordinary 
well. Zambia by name, a Foreign Lady, 
whom we have often already mentioned; pf 
the Lineage of the Cleopatra’s , and the Pit- 
lome/s of Egypt, as (he herfelf faid ; the Wife 
°> -Odenatus of Palmyra, the Emperor of the 

J.aft: whodying, ffie affirmed the Purple, the 
Crown, and the Authority in his place, in the 
name of her Sons, Hertnnian and Ttmolaus, 
being Infants; and fhe was accordingly ac¬ 
cepted j lb that whilft Gallienus lived as he did, 
and Claudius was taken up with the War with 

clip 
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the Goths , (he continued her Reign longer, 
than it was otherwife fufferable in one or her 
Sex. And it was with great difficulty that (he 
was overcome at laft, and carried in Triumph 
by the Emperor Aurelian\ who being reflected 
upon by fome, for making a Woman a Sub- 
of a War, and a Triumph, gives this ac¬ 
count of her, and thus defends himfelf in a Let¬ 
ter to the Senate. 

Fathers of the Senate, 

I Hear that it is Objetfed.to me, that I -have 
not performed <* manly part in Triumphing 
ever Zcnobia. I ajjure you, thofe who blame 
we, would on the contrary jufficiently commend 
me, did they know, wbat a Woman {he is, How 
Prudent in her Counfels, how Diligent in her Bu ■ 
finefs, bow Powerful with her Soldiers, how Ge- 
nirous when Necejfity requires, and how Severe 
when there is occafion for Severity. I can fay , 
that it was through her means, that Odenatus 
overcame the Perlians, and putting to flight King 
Sapores, advanced hit Arms as far as to the City 
tf/ Ctefiphon- lean ajjure you, that this Woman 
was fo great aTerror to the Baft, and to the People 
of Egypt, that neither the Arabians, nor the Ar¬ 
menians , nor the Saracens dared to move for her. 

Nor. had Iprefervedto her , her life ?, but that I know, 
that {he did great fervice even by her very Usurpa¬ 
tion s becaufe (he kept up and averted the Bounds of 
the Empire. Let them therefore, who are pleafed 
with nothing, take the Poifon of their own Tongups 

M 4 {a 
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to themfelves. If it it not Handjome to have Con¬ 
quered and Triumphed over a Woman, what [hall 
I Jay of the Emperor Claudius, that Good and 
Venerable Commander, who had done the fame, if 
he had not been wholly taken up with his Expe¬ 
dition, again/} the Goths. He Privately and 
Prudently fujfered her to Reign, to give himfelf 
the greater opportunity of effecting what he wot a-, 
bout, whiljt (he preferved inviolate the antient 
Bounds of the Empire of the Eafi. 

' I 

Zew!fo^ ieWSW ^ atan durelian had of 

'Zehohia was a Lady of that Chaftity, that 
Jhe never accompanied with her Husband, 
more than to attempt a Conception. For 
a ter Ihe had Jain with him, (he contained, 
and expected her Terms, to know whether 
ihe was with Child: If ffi e was not, then Die 
Repetition. She lived with 
the Pomp of a Qpeen, but much according 
to the Per/san' Mode. She was Adored after 
the manner of the Kings of Perfia, and her 
manner of Eating was like theirs. But /he 
went to Harangue her Soldiers, as the Roman 
Emperors do, with a Helmet upon her Head, 
and an Impend! Robe of Purple upon he! 
Back, buttoned with a Jewel, and Jewels a- 
bout the Borders, and Ihe fhew’d one Arm ma¬ 
ny times bare. She was of a Brown Com 

fe 0n> ? a r k Eyes whi( i h "*re incomparably 
lively and glitreaing, a Divine Efprtt, a m J 

ShapC a u P L ‘. e(€RCe: h er Teeth fo 
bright, one wpuld think them rather to be 

Pearls: 
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pearls: a Clear and Manly Voice. She had 
the Severity of a Tyrant, when neceffity re¬ 
quired ; and all the Clemency of a good Prince, 
where there was occafion for her Goodnels. 

Her Generofity was ruled by Prudence. She 
managed her Publick Trealure with a care be¬ 
yond the Condudt of her Sex. She ufed a 
Coach, feldom a Litter, but often rode a 
Horle; and Ihe walked often on Foot, it is 
hid, three or four Miles together. She was 
born with the Tendcioufne/s of a Spaniard. 

A fober Woman, yet Ihe made no fcruple fre¬ 
quently to drink with the great Officers of her 
Army; and alio with Perfiant and Armenian/, 
whom in her Table foe excelled. The Vefiels 
for her Table were of Gold, befet with Jewels. 
Eunuchs advanced in years ferved her ; very 
leldom Women. She obliged her Sons to fpeak 
in Latin; they rarely or hardly at all ipoke 
Greek. Nor was (he altogether ignorant of 
Latin herfelf; but her modefty for fear of not 
doing it well, forbad her to fpeak it. She 
{yoke the Egyptian Language perfe&Iy well. 

It is'(aid, ffiehad Epitomized the Alexandrian, 
and the Oriental Hiftories, Ihe was fo well 
acquainted in them; and the Roman Hiftory 
Ihe had Read in the Greek, When therefore 
Ihe was taken and brought into the Pretence 
of Aurelian , O Zenobia, laid Anrtlian to her, 
why have you dared to Infult, as you have 
done, the Emperors of Rome? ffie anfwered, 

I know you to be an Emperor, who area 
Conqueror. But I have not thought Gallienw, 
nor Atirtolw, or thole others to be fo; and 

believing 
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believing that Vittorina might be fiich another 
as my (elf, I defired, if it was poflible, that 
(he and I might (hare the Empire betwixt us, 
She was-led in Solemn Triumph at Rome, in 
that manner, that nothing ever appeared more 
Pompous, and with that Grace, in.the Eyes of 
that City. She laboured under the Burden of 
her Ornaments. She had (uch great Jewels 
upon her, that though ihe was a ftrong Wo¬ 
man, (he ftopt many times, arid cried, (ha 
could not go on for their Weight. Upon her 
Feet and Hands, (he had Chains of Gold; 
and about her Neck a Chain of Gold, (up- 
ported by one of her old Guards, a Per fun, 
Aurtlian gave her her life; which Ihe (pent af¬ 
terwards with her Children at Tivoli, in the 
Quality, and according to the ulage of a Rom* 
Matron : an Eftate was given her there for 
her (upport, near the Palace of Hadrian , and 
the fame carries her name at this day. 


;o. VICTORINA. 

V lttorina ^ or Vittoria, or Vstruvia, was a- 
nother Lady, who is to be remembred 
here, as (he Was one, who was encouraged to 
her Enterprises by the ill manners of Gallienm. 
She fet up both her Son and her Grandfon 
Vittor 'mus to be Emperors in Gallia, who were 
afterwards killed by the Soldiers. She fet up 
Pofthumiw ; (he fet up Lollius ; (he fet up Mo¬ 
rn 
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rim there, who were all firft declared Em* 
perors by the Soldiers, and then after (ome 
time, that they reigned more or lefs, killed. 
At laft ihe fet up Tetricus, becaufe (he would 
never forbear to carry on the Mafculine part, 
which (he had begun. In Tetricus s time, (lie 
was either killed, or taken off by a Natural 
Death- She gave herfelf the Title of the Mo¬ 
ther of the Camp. She had Money both, in 
Brafs, Silver, and Gold Coyned for her, at 
the City of Trier ; whereof there are pieces 
extant at this day. 

I have now finiflied the number, and given 
you, Sir, the beft account I can, out of the (e- 
cret Paths of Hiftory, which I have traced on 
piirpofe for. them, of thefe thirty Tyrants. 
You may pleafe to accept of it; and take my 
Pains in good part. It is not (o Eloquently, 
as it Is faithfully writ. Became it is not fine 
Language, which I pretend to, but the matter 
of Fa<ft. And what I write, I di&atc to rfiy 
Servant with that hafte, that if you (hould ask 
me any thing, I have (carce a breathing time 
iefc me to anfwer you in. 

There Were two other Perfons, in other 
Reigns, of this ftamp; the one in the time 
of Maximin, the other in the Reign of Clau¬ 
dius ; whom, as an Appendix, I (hall think fit 
to produce here, to bring up the Rear of the 
red; and fo I (hall clofe this point of Hiftory. 


i. Titus 
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i. Titus Quartinus \ 

/ 

T 7 ?/.V aS . both P ext PP u, » Herodian, and allI 
Hilforians write, was a Tribune of the 
Moors, whom Maximin had difmift froiA Jib 
S ervice. Some fay, he voluntarily let himfeff 
up Emperor for fear of hjs life afterwards, from 
Maxmm : others, that the Armenian Archen 
in Maxmm s Service, having been difobliged, 
compelled Titus agamft his will to take upon 
7 , th S oft ' However it is, he was a Man 
oi the firft Note for his laudable Services to 
the State both at home and abroad. But hi 
eign was but little happy to him. He reigned 
fix Months, anenhen after the difeovery of the 
intended Defedion of Magnus , was killed by 
hig own Soldiers. His Wife was Calphurnia, a 
Holy and Venerable Woman of the Family 
of the Psfos, a Prieffefs, but once married! 
and adored by our Ancestors among!* the belt 
or her Sex. Her Statue is thaf, which we have 
yet in the Temple of Venus, of Stone gilt. She 
wore in her time Unions, foch as Cleopam 
was laid to wear; and foe had a Charger of 
twenty Pound weight of Silver, whereon was 
Ingraved the Hiftory of her Family. This 
might be too much perhaps to mention, if it 
did not naturally come in my way. 


%, CEN- 
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r IE next is Cenforintis: a Man, who was 
very much a Soldier, and of an Antient 
ftamp of Honour in the Senate. He had 
been twice a Gonfol, twice a Captain of the 
Guards, thrice the Governor of the City of 
tome, four times a Proconful, thtice the Lieu¬ 
tenant of a Province with Confular power, 
twice a Propraetor, four times an ^Edile, thrice 
a Queftor,. befides two extraordinary Com* 
millions which he had into Perfia and Sartna - 
tia. In the Perftan War, in the time of the 
Emperor Valerian , he received a Wound, of 
which he halted in one Foot. After all thefo 
Honours, as he lived an old Man upon his E- 
ftate, he was taken out by the Soldiers, and 
made Emperor, which was under the Reign 
of the Emperor Claudius. Thole who jelled 
upon him, called him alio a Claudius ; becaufc 
or his halting , from Claudico , to Halt. In fe- 
ven days afterwards, from his Elevation, the 
lame Perfons that had railed him, killed him; 
they thought he was too ftritt, and of too 
fevere a Difcipline for them. His Sepulchre 
Hands about the City of Bologna , where in 
great Letters are written upon it all his 
Honours, concluding with this; Happy in eve¬ 
ry thing , but an Emperor. His Family, who 
are yet Extant, and famous by the name of 

the 
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the Cenforini, betook themfelves out of a dif 
guft to Rome, dnd the Publick Affairs, fome 
to the Country of Thrace , and fome into £/. 
thynia. They have a fine Houfe belonging to 
them in Rome, adjoyning to that of the FI,, 
vian Family: It was the Houfe of Titus, the 
Eleventh Emperor of the Romans, they 
formerly, in his time. 

So now I proceed to the Emperor Claud, M 
with whom I {hall joyn his Brother 
and fome few things, that relate to that Ex’ 
cellent and Noble Family# But whatever 1 
mail fay of the Life of Claudius ; it mull fcc 
expedted beforehand to fall Ihort of the Me. 
fits of fo great a Prince. 
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I AM happily come to the Emperor Claudius; 
whole Hiftory I fhall endeavour to write 
with the greater care, oecaufe of his Re¬ 
lation to CyifiantMtht Cafar. Nor can 1 re* 
fufe this jiiece of Service to the Memory of 
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(o great a Prince. For fmce I have already 
given my (elf the trouble of writing upon thof«i 
Tumultuary Reigns, and fiich Petty Kings J 
the Thirty foregoing, and upon the A&ioa 
alfo of Zembia and Vittorina two Women; the 
Condition of Affairs under the Emperor G& 
enitr coming to that pals, that even the Wo. 
men as Well as Men t/lurped upon him j It 
Would be a Crime in me to choole to be fileitt 
of a Prince, who was Great Uncle to Cm/#. 
tm the Caefar, and who by his Bravery ora. 
came the Goths, and put an end to the public 
Calamities of the State: who, though nothin 
felf the Author of the Delign againft Gallim,' 
yet for the Publick Good, Was made an Irtftrn- 
ment of our deliverance from that Prodigyof 
an Emperor; and had he lived long upontbo 
Throne, he had revived to us by his Virtue, 
his Counfels,and his Conduct, the Stipioijiil 
the Camillas , and all thole Noble Romm of 
Antient Times. 

His Reign was iWt„ But yet theTsiiie 
would have been thought of it, though hehad 
attained to the greattfft Age. Every thing in 
him was Admirable, every thing in him Wat 
Conlpicuous, and to be preferred even hflforc 
the moft Triumphant Adions of the Anrients. 
He had the Bravery of Trajan , the Piety of 
Antoninus, the Moderation of Augujltts, andtho 
Excellencies of all the Great Princes in tmt 
manner, that inftead of taking an Example by 
others, had thofe Princes never^beetl, his (Ingle - 
Example had been enough for all the Worn I 
The Learned in the matter of Nativities are of I 

an I 
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an Opinion, ,that one hundred and twenty 
Years is the greateft Age given to a Man to 
live; and more, they pretend, hath not been 
permitted to any ; only to Mofes the Friend 
of God, as the Books of the Jews fpeak, who*' 
attained unto one hundred and twenty live 
w ^ en he complained that he died, 
ffhilft as yet he had all his Senfes*intire and 
vigorous, it was anlwer’d him, by I know not 
what Deity, that no Perlon was to live above 
Jbst Age* Now had Claudius lived fo one 
hundred and twenty Years,, though his Death 
mult have of neceflity proceeded at that time, 
yet would no body have delired it then, as TuVy 
fpeaks concerning, Scipio, becaufe his Life was 
ftupendous and admirable. Take him, whe¬ 
ther at Home or Abroad, and what is there, 
that is Great, that die did not dilcover? He 
Loved his Parents, (hall I lay ? He Loved his 
Brothers, and this is no Miracle. He Loved 
his Relations, a thing which is in our times to 
be compared unto a Miracle. He Envied no 
The \Vicked he puniflied. Corrupt 
Magiltrates he openly and publickly Condem¬ 
ned. He overlook’d the Indifcretioris of Fools. 

He made excellent Laws. He was that Pet- 
fon upon the Throne, that thole of his Race 
have been lince Cpurted to the Empire by the 
reateft Prince 9 , and are dear in the beft Af- 
iftions of the Senate. 

I may be thought per bap? to fpeak this- hi 
flattery to Co»ftantius> the Cedar. But I ap¬ 
peal as Well to the Confcience of your Maje* 
fly, as to my Manner of Life, to be my Wit- 

N ne/sj 
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ncfs, Whether I have ever thought, or uttered, 
or a&ed any thing at any time, that is of that 
Nature. I have before my eyes the Emperor 
Claudius^ whole Life, Probity, and all the 
Actions of his Reign have given fuch a Fame 
of him to Pofterity, that both the Senate and 
the People of Rowe conferred upon him urn 
parallel'll (honours, after his Death. A Shield 
in Gold, wherein is engraven his Image, wit 
by the Voice of the whole Senate, fet up io 
his Honour in the Houfe of the Senate, whdfi 
Honours it } s ettant at this day. The People of Rm 
dweto ('which never was done before) at their own 
the People ex PP nce i ^ et U P his Statue of Gold of the heighdi 
«/Romr, ten Foot in the Capitol, Before the Temple 
of the moft High and Excellent Jupiter: In 
the Publick Forum was his Statue in Silver, in 
a Triumphal Robe, ere&ed upon a Column, 
with the Acclamations of all Mankind; the 
Silver being of one thoufand and five hundred 
pound weight. As if he had a prolpeA of 
things future, he revived and propagated the 
Honour of the Family of the Flavii, of which 
was Vtfpafian and Titus 3 not to mention Donil- 
tsan , becaufc he was one unworthy of it. In 
a fhort time he finifiied the War with the 
Goths. So that if I muft be thought to Flat* 
ter, the Senate, the People of Rome , the Foreign 
World, and the Provinces are all Flatterers with 
me. For all Orders of Men, all Ages, and 
every City have honoured Claudius with Statues, 
Banners, Crowns, Shrines, Arches of Triuniph, 
Altars, and Temples. 
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It is fit for all the World, but efpecially 
. £?‘ e who would imitate the Examples of good 
Princes to know, with what Acclamations and 
Affcaionthe Senate received this Prince: and 
in the Voice of the Senate, one may fee in a 
manner the Senfe of Mankind. The News 

, L E,C / ali ?" , t. upon the Ninth 
of the Kalends of which is the Feftiva! 

I 1 m r" 1lft D the V were in the Chappel of 
J at <?oddef$. But they could not perfwade 
themlelves to continue longer there, to Cele¬ 
brate the Duties of the Day. They took their 
Robes, and repaired to the Temple of Apollo * 
where reading the Letters which were fent tow/ ./ 

fe “a'tlo'wH "*** W '' " 

The Gods continue Claudius our Emperor to sts 
This was repeated fixty times. We have always 
^ed to have Claudius to he our Emperor [ r 
fuch a one as you. This was repeated forty 

State w * nt «d a Claudius to Govern 
it. This was repeated forty times. You are a 
Brother, a Father, a Friend , a Good Senator, and 
Truly a Prince. This was repeated eighty times. 

Avenfrut, 0 Claudius our Emperor, of Aureo- 

I T J ,s w * s re P caced five times. Avenge us 
0 Claudius our Emperor, of the Palmyreni in 

7”?* T™» was repeated five times. Deliver 
? our Emperor, from the Vfurpati - 

Wo/ Zenobia and V.dorina. This was re- 
peated forenames. * Tetricus hath done nothing 
why we fltould Complain of 'him to jdur Majefiy, 

N x The 
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The fi'rft A&ion of Claudius , after his ac- 
ceffion to the Empire, was his Vi&ory over' 
Aureolas , who had made himfelf the more 
t troublefome, becaufe he was much in the fa¬ 
vour of GaUienus. Claudius fought him, and 
defeated him, and publifhed Edi&d to the 
People, and fent Letters to the Senate, where¬ 
in he declared him, upon his refufal ftill to 
ftibmit himfelf, an UTurper. Aureolas defirfd 
He de- a Treaty of Accommodation with him: Blit 

rcoluj * C ^ ius was deaf t0 that Motion, and toll 
him very gravely, that he was not a Gallim 
to be ask’d fiich a thing, who might comply 
with him, becaufe he feared him. At length 
Aureolas was killed by the Soldiers at Mm, 
and received that End which his Life and Man¬ 
ners deferved. Some Hiftorians ridiculoufly 
endeavour to Commend him. Gallas Antipina 
calls him a Golden Emperor ; as if he was the 
better Man, becaufe his Name in the L$tin 
refers to the word Aurum or Gold, But as that 
Writer is the Father of Flatterers, and the Re¬ 
proach of Hiftorians, fo I h^ve often known 
the Name of Aureolas given to a Good Gladia¬ 
tor; and your Majefty’s Book of the Public! 
Sports hath this very Name in the Lift of the 
Names,of the Gladiators. But to return to 
Claudius. 

The Goths, that had made a fhife to efcape 
home from the Army of Martianus , as we, have 
laid before in the Life of Gqllietus 1 excited 
at their arrival, all the Nations and People of 
their Confederacy, to fall to make Depredati¬ 
ons upon the Lands of the Empire, Sofevc- 
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ral Nations of the Scythians , the Teuceni, the 
Trutungi or Gruthungi, the Oflrogoths, the Vir- 
thungi or Vithungi, the Gypides, the Celt*, and 
the Heruli, broke in together upon us and laid 
many places wafte, whilft Claudius was taken 
up elfewhere. Efpecially he was fo tedious 
with the Preparations that he was making for 
this Gothick War, to conclude the fafhe effectu¬ 
ally, as he ought, that he tryed, as it were, 
the utmoft Patience of the Fates: And yet I 
think, that this really redounded the more,to 
his Glory, and made his Gonqueft the more 
Illultrious in the Eye of all the World. Of W ni i m ~ 
the Enemy, there were three hundred and 
twenty thoufand Fighting Men. Tell me now, 
he, who accules me of Flattery, whether he 
thjnks, that Claudius, who Conquer’d-all thefe, 
is but little to be admired. A Body 6f three 
hundred and twenty thoufand Fighting Men ! 

It is an Army for Xerxes. One would think 
fuch a Number Fabulous, the Invention of a 
Poet.- The Enemy were three hundred and 
twenty thoufand Fighting Men \ To which 
add the Servants, the Families, and the Car¬ 
riages following them, afid ones Mind will be 
full of Imaginations of their drinking up Ri¬ 
vets, and confuming whole Woods, and that 
the Earth it felf laboured under the weight of i 

fo much Barbarian Proud Flelh. 

The Letter of Claudius to the Senate, which 
he ordered fhould be read to the People, con¬ 
cerning the Enemy, was this: Dilated by 
himfelf, and hot by his Secretary. 
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To the Senate and the People of 
$ome, the Emperor Claudius. 

Fathers of the Senate, 

,t» - 

Y OU may believe, that I fend you the real 
Truth . The Barbarians that have broken 
in upon the Rom&n Empire, are three huiidrtl 
and twenty thoufand firong. If it frail be 1 
fortune to overcome them, you will not be Ungrdti 
ful to my Services. But if / overcohse tbem nk 
you are only to remember, that I Fight after tU 
Reign of a GalUenus. • The whole Empire It 
[pent and exbaufied. And I now fhatt J Fight 
after the Loft of Valerianus. and the Revolt id 
Jngenuus, Reglllianus, Lollianus, Pofthumiui. 
Celius, and a thoufand others , that fet up thefn- 
felves in Contempt of the Emperor GalliertUs. 1 
want Shields, Swords, and Spears for the pub 
fofe. The Provinces of Gallia and Spain, whiil 
are the Strength of the Empire, are in the Haiidi 
of Tetricus. All our*be(t Archers are kept fm 
m by a Lady Zenobia; which is a fame it 
mention. IT hat ever therefore we do, it will in 
our Circumfiances be great enough, 7 

But yet the brave C/W/w overcahte the rm* 
rncious Enemy, and in a fmall time cried 
The Bar- th em to pieces: He fcarce left ahy of them 
barians*. living to return home. And that’s a Shield, 
feated. I befeech you, hung 6p In the Senate: or 
one Statue or Gold, in proportion tp 

■ the 
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the juft Reward of fo great a Vi&ory ? Says 
the Poet Ennius of Scipio, O the Statue, which 
tie People of Rome will make of you, and wbat 
n Pillar will they treEl, on which to exprofs your 
Atcbievtmenti ? But we may lay, that It is 
mt Columns, nor Statues, but the firength of his 
own Fame, which Immortalizes the ever Renown■ 
ed Flavius Valerius Claudius. 

The fame Enemy had with them befides 
this, two thoufand Sail of Shipping; which is 
double the number of all the Grecian and the 
Macedonian Fleet, that heretofore went againft 
Troy and the other Cities of Afia, And vec 
the Fiftions of the Poet have magnified that 
too: whereas this that I fpeak of, is the very 
Matter of Fa£t. And can we be faid then to 
Flatter Claudius, who defeated, opprefled, and 
put in pieces a Barbarian Fleet of tWo thou* 
land Sail, and an Army of three hundred and 
twenty thoufand Men ? All the Carriages an,d 
Train that attended fo great a number, he 
either burnt, or reduced, and made Slaves of 
the Families belonging to their Camp: I will 
give you his own Letterjp Junius Broccbus, the 
Governour of Idyricumf in which hinhfelf re¬ 
lates the V«ftory. 

The Emperor Ckudins to tBmhuu, 

% 

W E have defeated an Army of . three hun¬ 
dred and twenty thoufand Goths, and we . 
have defirofd their Shipping, which was two thou¬ 
fand Sails The •Rivm are covered with Shields , 

N 4 and 
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V-f i*? 6 Sb° res with Swords and Javelins: 
The Fields are not to be feen for the Bodies of the 
dead. No Road is clear of them. A vajl Car¬ 
riage is left to trs. IVe have taken fo many Wo- 
men Captives , that our Victorious Army may, t . 

•very Man of them, have to himfelf two or tin , 
a piece. • ' 

I ^nnot but deplore the Misfortune of the 
Reign of Gafltems, and the Condition of the 
State under fix hundred Ufurpers, that fet I 

• ltd m Sfr‘ 1 -' nft u'l’ Had ^ofe Soldiers 
and thofe Leigions all been fafe, which were 

io unhappily loft in the feverai Battels fought 

a, ? d his Adverfanes/wE 

addition of Strength would it have been to the 
Empire. It is to be afenbed to Claudius, that 
the Honour of the Arms of the Empire was 
retrieved after fb pubhek a Lo/s. He had fe« 
v^ral Battels with the Enemy in the Province of 

Bull *’- 3nd K? 1 ' 6 the r 9 ic y of Marcianopoli in 
Bul f ar ' a \ f nd d,vers of their Kings were taken 
a " d Noble Women of d,ver S Kfom 3 

The'* " mbe n 0f . 0,, r tn 'h° R.v» 

The Kcmm ProvincS were fillid wiih Goibitl 

HaTnw h ° W n e en, P'^d to Till the Ground, 
No Town or Quarter but could (hewyouGc/i/ 

acquired by tjie Triumph of our Arms What 

'• SXSUmZ c f\ d,d our A«X 

fedounUfr | hKp V ■ All this 

, S ds t0 , th . e Glory of Claudius, who at once 

# • .. as many as had efcaped the bloody 

Hand$ 
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Hands of the Soldiers of Gallienus bravely aflift- 
ing him. He fought them at the City of 
fhefalonica t in Macedonia , which the Barbarians 
had laid Siege to in his abtence. He fought 
them in divers Countries, and every where 
beat them. One would almoft think, that he 
had a Prefcience of his future Kinfman Con- 
flantius the Csefar, and that he was fettling jthe 
Empire in fafety for him againft his Reign. 

This brings it to my mind to fay, chat Clau¬ 
dius was indeed foretold by the Oracles which 
he confuted, and the Lots that he drew, not 
only of his own Elevation, but that others of 
his Race fhould come to the Empire after him. 
He confulted- alfo about his Brother Quintillus • 
becaulp he was willing to take him to be his 
Colleague in the Empire. But he w^s anfwer’d 
fo, as to fignifie, that Quintillus had not long 
to live. And I have the rather infefted this, 
becaufe it (hews, that Confiantius the Cafar who 
is of the Blood of Claudius , was foreteen and 
prognofticated fo long ago as in the Reign of 
his Great Uncle; and contequently he is a 
Perfon of a Divine Appointment, of an Im¬ 
perial Family, and we may hope for, many 
Princes to defeend from him: which I prefume 
to offer at lead with all due lubmiftion and re- 
fpeft to their Majefties, Diocleftan and Maxi- 
man, and to Galerius his Brother, to whom 
I wilh all Health. 

During the time that Claudius was ‘managing 
the War againft the Goths , the Palmyretsi in 
Syria under the Arms of Sabas, or Zabdas , and 
timagemt, made War upon the Egyptians. 

The 
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The ts£gmiatn, who are an ofyftirt&te and an 
indefatigable People in War, defeated them, 
but with the lofs of Probus their General, who 
was killed by the Arts of Timagepes. TJw 
Egyptians, after this, fubmitted themfelves all 
to the Qbedience of the Emperor of Rom, 
and accordingly fwore Fealty to Claudiu, 
though he was not then prefent with them. 

In the Year of the Confulihips of^uicim 
and Orphans , the very Heavens hgnally affifted 
the War of Claudius. A great multitude of 
the Barbarian, that were yet remaining, hid 
fled for refuge to the Mountain Hamus , and 
the adjoyning Province in Thrace. But they 
were fo diflrefled there with a Famine and t 
Peftilence, that their own Calamities antid 
fated the Work of our Arms> nor would 
Claudius give them that honour to Conquer 
them in the Condition they then were. Thot 
this fierce War ended, and the Roman JMatnc 
was eafed of thofe Terrors with which it wai 
threatned in the beginning. One thing the 
Truth obliges me to obferve; that fuch, as 
think we Flatter, may know that we conceal 
nothing, which it is requifite, that a Hiftory 
would publilh. Once after a full Victory 
that Claudius had received of the Enemy, his 
Men, grown carelefs with the Succefs, which 
is apt to diforder the wifeft Heads, fell fb to 
Plunder, that they forgat all thoughts and fears 
of the Enemy. Therefore a Party of the Ene* 
wy that had fled, returning imexpe&edly again 
upon them, whilft they were yet ingaged wnofr 
|y in Plundering, cut ofPof them two thou- 

' (and. 
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fahd. But as foon as Claudius few ir, he drew 
tip his Troops, and took all that Party of the 
Enemy Prifoners, and laid them in Irons, and 
fertt them to Rome , to be kept for the bloody 
Purpofe of the Fights of the Gladiators. So 
Claudius ^ with his good Conduct retrieved that 
Milcarriage of his Men, or rather that Blow 
of Fortune; and the Enemy by their Stratagem 
only heightened his Vidory, and their own 
ruin;. 

In this War thfe Dalmatick Horfe fignaiiz’d 
themfelves much, Claudius himfelf hath been 
foroetime thought to derive his Origin from 
thdir Country; though others make him a 
Trojan, and pretend to bring him down even 
nom lists and Dardanus , the two moft Antient 
(Kings of Troy. 

TheEnemy had in this War, thruft them- 
fejvcs ifttb the Ifland of Crete> and attempted 
to lay wafte that of Cyprus. But their Army 
every where labouring under Sicknefs, they 
wire likewife eafily reduced there. 

Then, the Gothick War being finifhed, and 
the general Sicknefs raging more and more, 

Claudius fell lick of the fame and died, and the Death of 
Heavens received him, to whom his Virtues Claudio*. 
10 particularly allyed him. 

After his death, his Brother guintillus with 
uhivcrfal Confent afcended the Empire: Not 
if it was by Inheritance; but he was preferred 
to it for his defefts. He was To good a Perfon, 
and fo truly, as I may fay, in Virtue, his Brother’s 
Brother, that he wotild have been made Em*- 
Piror, though he had never had that Relation by 

.Blood 
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Blood* Under him the Barbarians that yet re¬ 
mained, laid wafte the City of Ktnkis in Tbrau 
and attempted Nigeboli in Bulgaria: but the; 
were defeated and fupprefled again by the Va* 
lour of thole of the Country. His Reign ffjj 
fo fhort, that he had not the time to be Mallet 
Death of of any great Adion. The Soldiers killed him. 
Qumtillu* as they did Qalha and P ertinax, the leventeetiti 
day of his Reign; only becaufe he was ftri&up. 
on them, andihew’d himfelf a better and moi* 
truly a Prince, than they defired to have him to 
be. Dexippus indeed does not fay, fo plainly tk 
he was killed; but only that he'died, without 
mentioning the manner of his Death, as ifbt 
thought it dubious. 

Having given this Account of the Militaty 
part of Claudius, I ihould be wanting to the 
r Reader, if I did not in the next place ob 
fn and fe " th ij<? concerning hiss Farnlj 

Family an d Perion. He had two Brothers Quinih 
cf Claudi* and Crifpus. Crifpus had a Daughter called 
ut. Claudia, who was married to Eutropm, a Noble 
• Tro jan by defcent, who was the Father of Cm* 
fiantius the Cafar. Claudius had dome Sifters 
, one of which was called Conftantina , married 
a Tribune of the Afjyriam : but lhe died young 
Concerning the Father and Anceftors of Ck 
diusy I know little, becaufe moft Perfons have 
written differently about them: Claudius him* 
lelf was grave in his Manners, of a lingular 
good Life, extraordinary Ghafte and Virtuous 
He drank little, eat quick, was Tall, his Ey« 
bright and flagrant, a full Vifage, and fo ftrong 
in the Arms, that he hath oftentimes ftruck 
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out the Teeth of a Horfe, or a Mule, with a 
blow. He did this once y when he was.a young 
Man, Wreflling with the ftrongeft there in 
the Field of Mars, at the Publick Exercifes of 
the Soldiers, the Party with whom he Wreftled, 
giving him a twift by the Cods, which was un* 
lawful, Claudius in a paflion lift up his Hand, 
and ftruck out all his Teeth at once. The 
Emperor J)ecius was then prefent; who, it not 
being an Adion to be punifhed, hecaufe it 
Ihew’d both the Bravery and the Modefty of 
Claudius , commended him rather publickly for 
it, and prefented him with the Collars and 
Bracelets, and ordered him to Wreftle no more, 
to avoid further occafions of Quarrel. He left 
no Children: §>uintiUm left two, and Crifpus, 
as I faid, one Daughter. 

What an opinion the Emperors Valerian, 
Bains, and Gallienus had of Claudius , whilft: 
he was their Subjed: and the probability that 
then appeared of his future Elevation, we may 
fee in thefe following Letters. 

A Letter of the Emperor Valerian 
to Zofimion the Procurator of the 
Province of Syria. 

I Have given the Command,of the Fifth Legion, 
called Marcia, unto Claudius; who is an Il¬ 
lyrian born , and a Man of fo much Bravery and 
Honour , that his Equal is not eafily to be found 
in Ages pa(l. You fhall adolv him for his Salary, 
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out of our Granaries every Tear, 3000 Bufheh 
Wheat ; 6oop Bufhels of Barley ; 2000 Pound. 
Bacon; ;5oo Quarts of Old Wine; 150 fyd, 
of the heft Oyl; 600 Quarts of other Oyf; J 
Bufhels of Salt; 150 Bound of Wax; Hay,Strn\ 
Vstsegar, Roots , Herbs, as much at he wanti\ 

■ ?o Parcels of Skins (with 10 to each Parcel) fi, 
hss Tents ; Mules every Tear 6 ; Horfes tvm 
Tear;; Camels every T ar 10 ; She-Mules m 
Tear 9 ; of Wrought Silver every Tear 50 h&i 
weight; Philips 150 , having our Image m J 
them,yearly ; 47 more in Occasional Prefents,S 
160 Denieres. Alfo for Pots, Flaggons , Cto 
and other Vejjels of Brafs , n • Pound weim 
Officers Coats, t; Clafps of Silver, gilt, a:%' 
Buckle of Gold ; one Stiver Belt , gilt; one Rm 
fet with two Gems of ah Ounce weight : Ok 
Bracelet of f Ounces; one Collar of a Petal 
Weight; one Helmet, overlaid witlf Gold; tp 
Shields , inlaid with Gold; one Cuirafj'e, wiki 
he [hall reflore again ; two Herculean Javelmi 
fhort Darts, two; Sithes, two ; Hedge-Bids, four, 
One Cook, whom he [hall reflore: One Muletiir, 
whom he [hall reflore: Two Handfome Women tj 
thf Captives, for hit M'tflreJJes: One Albeor^i 
Vefi of Silk, trimmed with Purple : One pbtjt 
Chambre, trimmed alike: One Secretary, wm 
he [had reflore: One Sewer, whom be fhadrtftm: 
Cyprian Table- Beds, two Pair: Linnen Fijh 
flam, two: One G»W», which be jhad reftore: On 
Senatorian Robe, which be fhad ref ore: Runtsug 
Footmen, two: One Carpenter: One Controller^ 
hts Houfhold; One Water-Bayliff; One Fdhematfi 
One C onfeffioner, Of Wood every day, a thoufanl 

Powil 
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fmd weight, if it is to he had; or if not, as 
mb as you conveniently can. Of Charcoal, every 
Ity four Pant. One Bagnio-man; and Wood for, 
At Bath; unleft he goes into the Publick Baths,[ 
And for other things, which for their minutenefs 
emot be fpecified here, you wid furnifh him with 
Atm according to diferetion; that is jo, as to give 
him the things tbemfelves in Specie; and not accor- 
<% to the Value of them . If any thing of all this 
emot be had at any place , let it not be Accounted, 
“t. the Price of it be adowed in Money, I have 
rticularly appointed him aUthis Provision and E- 
mage, not as a Tribune,but as a General; becaufe 
hiss a Man, who deferves to have this and 
reater Honours [hewn him. 

Letter of the Emperor Valerian to 

Ablavius ftitimia, the Captain of 

the Guards. 

• 

C LAUDIUS, of whom you complained, 
and faid, the Senate 'and the People did the 
[me, that be -was f ill a Tribune, and not pre¬ 
fund to Command Armies; to ceafe your Com- 
flaints, is made the General of all the Province 
rf Ulyricum. He hath under his Command the 
Amies of Thrace* Moelia, Dalmatia* Panno- 
nia, and Dacia. I think him fo great a Man, 
ht may expeft, that I fball make him a Conful ; 
tnd if it is agreeable to his mind, to be fo, a Cap. 
ttm of my Guards, lajfure you, I have appointed 
bit- as great a Salary, as is allowed to the Gover- 

nour 
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now of /Egypt : And the fme Cloathi as I givt 
to the Proconful of Africa, and as much Mont) 
A's the Chief Jufiice of Illyrictim receives , amt 
as many Officers as I allow to my Jelf in everj 
City ; whereby all the World may fee the Efim 
which I have for him. ' 

A Letter of the Emperor Decitts concerning 
Claudius. 

Deem to Mejfala , the Prefldent of 
Acbaia, wifheth Health* 

A Fter fome other things, (ays he, Chuh 
the Tribune is a very fine Young Man, i 
flout Soldier, and a faithful Servant. He it fi 
for the Service of either the Camp, or the Stem\ 
or the Court. We have order’d him to the Streighli 
of Thermopylae, and to take care of the Pelopon- 
nefe : Knowing no Per (on) who can acquit bint 
felf better than he, of the Charge whiib we gith 
him. You will furnijh him vfitb a Draught c[ 
too of the Dardarian Hotfe, too Cuirafftm, 
160 Light Horfe, 60 of the Cretian Arcbqi, 
and 1000 well-Arm*d Men of th£New Reeruitl\ 
who are very fit to be put under bis Command, k 
caufe there is no Perfon that hath more Zeal, mm 
Valour , more Prudence than he. 
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A Letter of the Emperor Gallienus. 
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VT Othing troubles me more, than what you 
have intimated, That Claudius my Kinf- 
man and my Friend, is very Angry, upon fome 
Sumflions again(l me, which are mofi of them 
falfe. L defire you therefore, my Venuflus, at 
you are faithful to me, by the means of Gratus 
| WHerermianus, to reconcile him again, unknown 
to the Afmy in Dacia, who are out of Order al- 
rtady, for fear they (hould break out worfe: 1 have 
[tot a Vrefent) whu$) you will take care that it 
le well Accepted • and not to let him know, that 
lander Hand his Refentments, lefi he think,m 
sngry at him , and a feeming necejfity (hould oblige 
him to betake himfelf to thi Idft Meafum. \ / 
bwtfent him two Cups of Silver of three Pound 
wight, fet with Precious Stones: Two Cups of 
Gold of three Pound weight, fet alfowith Precious 
Stones: A Bafon of Silver of twenty PoUnd weight 
ngraveu witjb cluflers of the Berries of Ivyi A 
Cbsrger of Silver of thirty Pound weight, wrought 
in the Vine Leaf : Another great Plate of Silver 
$ a 3 Pwd weight, wrought in the Ivy Leaf: 
Anotbtr Serving-Difh in Silver of 20 Pound 
Wight, wi(h a Mama Fi(hing teprifented upon it: 
Two Pots of Stiver inlaid With Gold, of the 
Wight of 6 Pound ; and other Icjfer VcJJelt of Sil- 
v (T,to the weight of aj Pound: Ten /Egyptian 
Cups of fever al forts of exquifite Work: Two 
maks of right Purple, Bordered all about l Six- 
Urn fever al Vefis; One White Tunick of Silk,j 
O wrought 
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wrought with three Ounces of Gold. Three fair 
of Buskins of the Parthian 1 Mode: Ten Dalma¬ 
tian little Girdles : One Cloak of the Dardanian 
Mode: One lllvrian Coat: One French Cloak: 
7wo good Thick Ruggs: Four Spanilh Handker¬ 
chiefs : j 50 Valcrian’i in Gold,and 3oaSa|oninV, 

1 To this I Ihafl only add the Judgment of the 
Senate, and the High Acclamations which they 
The high gave him, whilft yet a Piivate Perlon, upon 
Ism of r ^ e hlew» of ‘his Succels again (t the -Goths ai)d, 
him by the Sejthians in lllyrtcum, in a Battel in which ho 
Senate, and Martianus Engaged them.* Theycryed, 

The mofi Valiant Claudius, we Salute you ; Wu 
Congratulate your Bravery and your Fidelity. Ift 
unahimoujly Decree a Statue to he ereded to tin 
Honour of Claudius. We all de/ire to have Clan* 
dius to be a Conful. He hath a fled like a Mae, 
that loves his Country and his Prince. The An- 
tient Roman Warriors did thus. You are Hoff ], 
Claudius, in the good Opinion of the Princes, Wt 
Congratulate your Virtues, and defsrejour Promo¬ 
tion. May you Live, and he beloved by the Empttot, 

It would be too long, to go through all the 
Elogies, which this Great Man/. delervdjl. 
Only one thing I ought hot to forbear to, lay 
more, which is, Thbt both the Senate and the 
People Loved him,, before his Reign, in his 
. Reign, and after his Reign; that certainly n^i: 
ther Trajan, nor the AntoninuJJes , nor any other 
former Prince hath, in that re/pe&j been fp 
very Happy as he. 

THE 
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U PON the Feftitral of thd Gocldefs 
Cybele, which is a titr»e that with u^ 
we know is very plealiint, and full 
of all Mirth ana Freedom both in 
out Words and Actions; the honourable the 
Qovernour of the City of Rome, Jimiut 7U bccafionof 
matim, whom I cannot mention but With a *b»*u- 
Particular Refpedt, took, me with him, after thor ' iU '> : - 
tne Ceremony of the Day Was over, in his th,i 
O* Chariot f 
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Chariot from the Palace to- the Gardens of 
Varius\ and as his Mind was then at eafe,and 
free from the Cares and the Thoughts of the 
publiclc Affairs, he did me the Honour to En* 
tain me with a great many things, and efpe* 
daily about the Lives of the Roman Empe 

r 0 L s 'i by the Temple of the Sun, 

which had been built by the Emperor Aurelian, 
from whom Junius Ttbcrianm derived in pari 
his own Blood and Family, he ask’d me, what 
Perfon bad writ the Life of that Prince ;1 
told him, 1 had read his Hiftory by fome Greti 
Authors, but never by apy Roman. At which 
he Sighed and (aid, Amongfi the Ant tents , note 
Therntes nor a Sinon, nor any remarkable, tbi 
a monfirout fort of a Man appeared, but wi) 
know him very well, and bis dataller is rear- 
ded to Posterity. And fhafi the Memory of fi 
renowned* and fo incomparable a ?rince 3 as Aure* 
lian be forgotten , by whom ‘the whole Weill 
regained to the Obedience of the Romans ? 
Goddelherm from this folly! If I mi ftakm, 
we have a Journal of this Prince by us, and to 
Wars digtflcd in a due order efHifiory. / woutl 
wifh that you would take them and confider thtrd, 
and add the things to them that you find riles 
ting to bis Life. I will promife to furnifh yfa 
with that Journal, out of the Ulpian .Libya! 
Ton will fee 3 it contains afanojl all things cottar- 
nitsg him ; becaufe it is a Book in which the Oc¬ 
currences of every day, as t bey happened, were fet 
down by hts own ejvecial Qrder. So I would dr 
fire you to reprefent him, to the World, iufily asht 
was , to your Power. 

I 
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I fubmitted to what the Governour faid and 
commanded me, and I furniflied my felf both 
with the Greek Hiftorians, and all things dft 
neceffary to my purpofe, put of which l have 
compiled according to the beft of my Jude® 
ment, his filial! Treatife which I here de- 

fe ^ make 3 £ re k nt Sir, to you. And 
if this does not fatisfie you, I can only refer 
you to the Greek Originals, and to the jour- 

freen/ev u' braryj which y° u may be 

tree to examm when you pleafe. y 

th e fal 3 ru me Difcou / fe ' whi,ft we were in 
p*J e Ch , ar, f together, concerning TrebeL 
lm Mto, who hath written an Account of all 

fc^mperqp, wtaher of fimw* „ r 0 f ob . • 
kure Note, from the Two Philips to the fim- 
Gove Mother ^intillus. The 

fi t\ TU Treb ? lllas Pollio had dl 

Z. i f T ra th £ gs 4ue care > and o- 

Tbit 2 lhW ' w T ° w j” ch 1 mad ® him anfwer. 

That there u noWnttr of Hi(lory, but what hath his 

Mifiakesm one kind or other. I Jhew’d him par¬ 
ticularly in what Livy, in what Salufi, i n what 
I 7 “>P". in what Trojrm F Lf,l 7 Tc 

evidently miftaken, and proved to be/o. He 
agreed with me, and giving me his Hand very 
pleafantly. Laid, Write, as thou wilt. You may 
Otfure, whatever you fay, you lye with good Com- 
l»»h and no left than the Chief Hfiorians that 
m !° muc h admired in the World. 

would K k h?° f l rthef Prea °? b,e tben > which 
S d w b “V be impertinent j the Eniperbr Au. on of Au . 

i 'Z v b ° rn at the T own of in the rdi "'- 

Lower Panntma or Sclavonia ‘ that is, the ge- ' 

$ nerality 
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fierality of Men place his Birth there. Some 
give him to the Province of Dacia Ripenfn • 
and one Author I remember I have read, that 
makes him to be born in Mafia. As it often 
happens in Perfons*, who raife themlelvcs lo 
'horn a low Birth, that the true place of their 
Nativity is unknown } and in the mean time 
other? are devifed or diflembled for them, 
which may feem to refleA upon them a greater 
Honour. However, it is not a matter of lucli 
moment to know of a great Prince where he j 
vvas born; as what fignalized him, and made 
him great. Do we admire Plate becaufe lit 
was born at Athens , or becaufe he was fo lin¬ 
gular and lo illuftrious a Philofopher ? Or are 
Arijlotle and the le.fs becaufe they were 
born in' the little Villages of Stagira and Eltt\ 
Or is Anacharfis the meaner, becaufe he was i 
Scythian born ? When the Merits of the Phi? 
lofophy of all thefe have every where railed 
their Fame to the Heavens. 

Aurthan was born of an o&feure Family, 
and ipean Parents. He had a great vivacity 
of W't from his firft Years, He was remark- 
ably ftrong of Bo,dy, And never,palfed a Da'jf, 
mough it was a Holy-day, and a time of pun- 
|ick reft, without exercifing himfelf at theJa* 
vel.m, the Arrow, and other Arms.' CaSicrain 
fym, who is one of the mof^ Learned Qre- 
ctan Writers, lays, that the Mother of Aw 
/wtt was a Pnel^efs of the Temple of the Sun, 
j# *ba f Village where Ihe and her Husband 
wed, and that Ihe had lomething of the Powet 
$ Piyination in her ; ’pAttiguiarly once revi- 

, •• H 
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ling the follies of her Husband, and his low 
Condition, flic faid to him, Tou, the Father of 
an Emperor! As if (he had a prelcience of 
Aurelians being hereafter an Emperor ; which 
yet further heuays, was predi&ed by many o- 
ther Tokens. A Serpent came and incircled Omens of 
it lelf often about the VefTel, in which he was his future 
wafhed; nor would his Mother, when Ihe few 
it, lufferit to be killed, but made much of*it; 
and it efeaped the Attempts that were made 
by any to kill it. The Emperor then reign¬ 
ing, having made an Offering to the Temple 
of the Sun, where Aurelians Mother was a 
Prieftels, of a Cloak of Purple, Ihe took it 
and cut into Swathing Cloaths for her Child. 

At the feme time Ihe had a Calf born of a won¬ 
derful bignefs, white, Ipotted-with purple, and 
upon his Skin, on the one fide, was the figure 
of a Crown; on the other, the word Ave, 
that is, Hail ; a Salutation given to the Em¬ 
peror. Thetbefore-mentioned Callicrates Tyrius 
produces many more Omens, which I Ihili o- 
mit,. becaufe I think them luperfluous. When 
Anrelian was lent Emballador into Perfta, he 
Was prefented there with a piece of Plate of the 
like fort 4$ the Kings offer ft a are ufed to f 
prefent to the Roman Emperors, and upon it 
was engraved the Sun, in the feme form in. 
which he is worlhipped in that Temple, whore 
his Mother .was a Prielfels ; Together with 
this, the King of Perfta gave him a noble Elev 
phant, which Aureltan prefented ’again .to the 
Emperor his Mailer: Thefe, to mention no 
tnore, were Omens of his future Grandeur. 

O 4 He 
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fP* F er ‘ He was handfonie as to his Per (on, well 
" ge. made, tall, robuft, with a good Grace, and a 
manly Mien; he oat and drank freely, rarefy 
had to do with Women, extraordinary ftrid, 
a great Mafter of Military Difcipline, and very, 
deurous to be drawing.the Sword., There were 
two Aureliant together in the-Army, and 
both of them at the (ame time Tribunes. The 
other was taken Prifbner with the Emperor 
^flerian by the Perfians, The Army for di- 
v (nndtion gave this Aurelian the Nicknameof 
Hand to the Sword , becaule he was fo quick 
„, at it upon all occafions, and he was known 
by this Name. He did feveral great Adions 
a private ^bdft he was but m 3 private Quality. He 
Man, a one defeated and repulfed the Sarmata , in ail 
Irruption which they made into, the Province ., 
of lllyricum , when he had with him no mori j 
than three hundred Garrifon*Men. Tbeoelim j ' 
an Hiftorian, (ays, that in the Sarmatian Waiy 
Aurelian with his own hand killed in one day 
eight and forty ; and at feveral times in all 
above nine hundred and fifty. Songs and 
Dances were made upon his Exploits, which 
were (ung upon, the Feftival Days in publick 
t by the Youth, to this purpofe: s ~ ' 

» * 

A Thoufand, a Thoufand, a Thoufand have aw 
c “f fi Man hath killed- a Thoujand, a 
Thou/and, a Thoufand; let him live a Tbotir 
, o i a fi° u f at> d t \ a Thoufand Tears, that both 
kiued a Thoufand, a Thoufand Emmies, ; •’ 
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Whiljl he was the Tribune of the fixth Le- 
jion, which was at Mentz in Germany , he gave 
Jc banks fuch a blow,- as they made their 
Ixcurhons up and down Gallia, that he killed 
[even Hundred of them, and took three Hun- 
Ired others Pnfoners, whom he fold for Slaves. 
Inep this Song was made of hirry* - 


A Thoufand Franks, a Thoufand Sarmatians, 
smfaln by our Hand; * Thoufand, aTboufand, 
V °f*d, a Thoufand, a Thoufand Perfians, 
xt, (ball yield to our Command, 


He made himfelf to be fo feared by the Sol-' Hit Jirin 
iiers under him, that after he had once with Diftipline 
reat feventy corre&ed a Fault", none dared 
ttcommit it again. He punifhed the Adul. 
ej ofa SoJdier, that had lain with his Land* 
oras Wife, m this unheard of manner. He 
auwd two Trees to be forcibly bent down¬ 
ed, and to the Heads of them he tied the 
m Mans Feet, and then on a fudden he 
“ both the Trees Hy up again, which tore 
«ra alive m Two, and part of him was left 
unging by the one Tree, and part by the 0- 
7 r: thls Thing (truck a great Terror into 
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A Letter of Aurelian to his Lieute¬ 
nant concerning the Difcipline 
which he would have to be kept 
among the Soldiers, fays thus., 

A S you evtr hope to be your felf a Cm- 
. wander, of a Legion ; nay, at you i||i 
but to preferve your own Life in Safety, brim 
the Lieentioufnefs of Soldiers. Let not a Mu 

fital a Chicken, nor touch a Sheep, nor take 
way a Grape , nor wafie the Corn, which is ^ 
not hers. Let no Man* exaB either Oyl, or Stkj 
or Firing, but be content with his allowance f d 
let • him take bis Prey upon the Enemy, and si 
force the Tears of the Subjetts of the Roman 
Empire. Let all their Arms be kept clean d 
bright, and (harp; and their Sbooes and Clfty 
in giod order , and let them keep Money in the 
Pockets, and not [pend it all at the Sutlers. U 
every Man have his Collar, bis Bracelet, and hi 
Ring, and look after bis own Horfe, and not (tl 
bn Beafi's Provifion fr 5 m him, and let h 'rntsh 
eare in bis turn of the Baggage. Let them ell 
be ready to ajfifl one another. Let the fb}f 
dans take nothing of them for their Cure win 
tick. Let them give nothing to the Soothfapn 
Let them live virtuoujly in their Quarters, d 
he that creates Difiurbances, let him he beaten. 

Next follows a Letter of the Emperor ft 
lertan concerning Aurelian. This*LetwH 
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* 

ately found in the XJlpian Library, amongft 
he publick Records, and I thought it proper 
o be taken as it is. 


.he Emperor Valerian to Antoninus 
Gaiks the Conful. 

TOU blame me in your kind Letter to me, 
I for committing my Son Gallienus, rather 
t the care of Pofthumius, than to Aurelian; be. 
nfeyou think, that both the Boy and the Army 
mid be the befi under the latter , as the feverer 
'trfm. But you will not long be of this mind, 

' you confider well, how great the Severity of 
urelian is. He hath too much of it. He is 
, 4 ve ' Lie is grievous, which does not agree 
i Dull with tbefe prefent timet. I proteft he¬ 
'd all the Qods, I was afraid, that if my Son had 
me any thing a'mifs, as Boys are naturally prone 
t do, he would have been too fevere upon him 
»ift an * ” 9 More have [pared him than ano- 
hr. ' 


There is another Letter of the Emperor 
derm, which is full of the Praifes of ^wre- 
ln > and which I have m?t with amongft the 
.ecords of the Governour of the City of Rome. 
It is written upon the occaiion of Aurelian\ 
timing to Rome, to appoint his Salary during 
is flay there. > 
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The Emperor Valerian to Cep 
/Manus the Goyernour of the Citjl 
of tityme. 1 

W E jhould be glad, out of our- Love ft if 
very individual Ptrfon , who u fait 
and zealous in the Service of the ^St ate, to, a 
them much greater Salaries than what their fh$ 
demands ; especially, when their Lives render 
commendable the Honour that they poffefs, 
caufe there ought to be a Regard, I think, lit 
to Merit, over and above the Profits of am 
Commiffion. But the NeceJ/tties of the Fulfil 
make it fo at prefent, that I .can give to n» 
out of the Stores of the Empire more than /M] 
Order and their Quality requires, ^urelia.!) 
a Man of great Capacity and Slavery, wbm 
have appointed to infpeft and regulate all m 
Camps and Garrifons, My felf, and the yltlt 
Empire, by the common Confejfton of the whit 
Army, is fo much indebted to him, that,fern., 
any Prejents can be made worthy of him, or id 
great for his Merit• For is he not in all refpttil 
lUuftriotss, and to be compared to the CorVlni, 
and the Scipio’s of former times ? He is the Dr 
livmr of liryricum. He is a Reft or er of Gal* 
Jia.He is a Commander Jeferving the Imtts- 
tion of all the World. And yet I tan addin • 
thing to the acknowledgment which is due to tli i 
Services of fo great a Perfon ; beftdes, what tit 

Condition 


'sedition of the publiek Affairs, and the wtU- 
wemment thereof will permit me. Tou will 
'before, dear Sir, take care to appoint for bis 
ft, during his abode at Rome, per diem, 
-m Loaves of the heft Bread; forty Loaves 
the Camp-bread ; forty Quarts of Wine for 
Table \ a couple of Pullets ; half a Pig • 
‘1 Pounds of Pork ; forty Pounds of Beef; 
- ®a ar * °f tt>e he fi Qyl ; one Quart of 
lb# Op; one Quart of Vickie j Herbs and 
hots as much as be wants. And to diftinguifts 
m, however , in fomething extraordinary, you 
isffupply him with Forage for his Horfes, as 
"■ us he ft ays at Rome. To himfelf in Mo- 
7 towards his Expenses j you fhafi give every 
)ij two Antoninufles in Gold, fifty Philips its 
lilwr, and' a hundred Penies in Brafs. The reft 
he applied by the Officers of the Treafury. 

I Thefe things lhay. perhaps by fome, be 
nought frivolous, and too light' to be taken 
Mice of here; butCuriofity, which neglects 
Joining, will be my excule, 

Aurelian, at feveral times commanded divers 
uinies; likewife he was Tribune fucccflively 
great many Legions, and he was Lieute- 
iint upon feveral occalions, to almoft forty 
Commanders and Tribunes; that is, to com¬ 
pel their Forces for them in their ficknefs 
t abfence. He fupplied the Command of 
Ilfius Crinitus in his ficknefs, who was one 
**jj derived himfelf from Trajan , and was 
ally a very brave Man, and much like' that 

Prince, 


JOf 
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Prince. Aurelian and Ulpius Crinitus have their 
Pictures both together, fee up in the Temple 
of the Sun. The Emperor Valerian delignej 
to advance the latter to the degree of a C afo 
In the place therefore of this Perfon, Am 
lian headed his Army agairtft the Enemy, ft 
beat the Enemy and re-eftablilhed the limit) 
of the- Empire, and took a great Booty. Hi 
enriched the Province of Thrace with theCa* 
tel, Horles, and Slaves that he took. He» 
domed-the Palace of Rome with the Tropliitj 
of his Victory. He brought in five hundrel 
.Slaves, two thouland Gows, a thoitland Horltj 
ten thoufand Sheep, fifteen thouland Goa(| 
into one place in the Country belonging ej 
the Emperor Valerian • Upon which Ulpil 
Crimtus publickly thank’d Valerian , as he wa 
in the Baths at Byzantium, for the Honotji 
which his Majefty had done him, by giving 
him Aurelian to be his Lieilienant, and at tl|( 
lame time he relolved to adopt Aurelian tobi 
his ‘Son. 

The Letter of the Empetor Valerian, when- 
in he liibftituted Aurelian in the place of Ul' 
pius Crimtus, was this.' 

My dew'Aurelian ; 1 

W Ere there any Tirfon fo agreeable to Al 
as you , whom l could (ubfiitute to cm- 
mand in the place of Ulpius Crinitus, I 
put bis Virtues in competition with yours upon (Hi 

occafson . But, do you undertake the ff'dr on tbj 

pit 
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file of Nigeboli, that the Sicknefs of Crinitus 
my not create us a • prejudice. I do not ask you 
[t do great things , but what you can ; the Army 
willbe at your Command. Ton will have three 
hundred Iturean Archers ; fix hundred Arme¬ 
nians ; one hundred and fifty Arabians; two bum 
Irtd Saracens; four hundred Melopotamians, . 
Auxiliaries ; together with thefe , you have the 
Third Legion, and eight hundred Horfe in corn- 
pleat Amour. Tou will be jnyned by Hai tomuu- 
diiii Haldegaftes,' Hildeinundus, and Cariovi- 
(lufc The necetfarjf, jProvifions for you are laid 
i# by the Officers in dll our Garrifom, Tou, m 
w great Prudence apd Knowledge of War , will 
de care to Lodge your Men, Winter or Summer 
n places where they fitall want nothing ; and 
I/0 to find out the Camp of the Enemy , and to 
ifnrm yourfelf exaltly of the Strength and Num-. 
tr of them ; and to Jee that no wafie be made 
f the Wine, Provfionf, or Arms , in which con- 
ft: the Force and Fortune of any War, By tfye 
1 dp of God, I hope for as much Affiance from 
«t, as if Trajan was living, the Publtck would 
m bim. Nor are you inferior to him, into whofe 
P hue and Trufi I have ehofen you. Tou may ex- 
xtt, that I fhall appoint Ulpius Crinitus and you 
ibeConfuls the next Tear from the 11 th. of the Ka - 
indt o/june, in the places of my Son and me. Tour 
ttargei (ball be born out of the publick Treafury: 

Rv it u the fittefi thing in the World, to eaje the 
'itemfances of fuck Verfons as you, who wholly 
'fnd \hemfelves , not in finking your own Ad- 
vsniage, but in the Service of the State. 

Hence 
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Hende we fee further,. how great a Mm, 
Aurelian then was; nor indeed does any oik 
afeend the Empire in his Age, but who front 
his Youth, raifes himfelf gradually towards it 
by the fteps of Virtue. 

The Letter concerning the Gonfulfhip of 
Aurtlian was this. 

The Emperor Valerian unto Mm 
X tfiditts , the Keeper of the Tra- 

hi- 

Y OU (hdll give to Aurelian, whom Ihm 
made a Conful, towards his exhibition of lit 
Games of the Cirque, becaufe as great and sib 
ferving a Man as he is in all RefpeBs, he is fur, 
three hundred Antoninufles m Gold • three 
fond little Philips in Silver, and fifty tboufal 
Sefterces in Brafs ; ten.Vefis of fine wrw& 
Stuffs twenty Linen Vefis of the Egyptian Wai\ 
two Pair of the Gy prian Tabl&Cloths j ten fe¬ 
ces of African Tapefiry j ten Barbajy Carptti; 
a hundred Hogs, and a hundred Sheep. Tou pel 
make a public k Entertainment for the Sensten, 
and the Roman Gentry ; and offer to the Gdi, 
two greater and four leffer Sacrifices. 

I have made fome mention before of the 
, Defign of Ulpius Crinitus to adopt Aurtlian to 
be his Son. I hope it will neither be im* 
proper nor tedious to infert, for the greater 

Honour 
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Honour of Aurelian, a more particulai recount 
of that Matter, according as i hud 1 •» the 

Ninth Book of the Arts of Acholius, wh .vas 
Maher of the Ceremonies to the Emperor 

Valerian. 

This Ceremony was performed at the City P*rtiou- 
of Byzantium, where the Emperor Valerian l f Honor • 
being feared upon a Throne in the Baths, and IZL° 
the Troops drawn up by him, and the Offi- Valerian' 
cers or the Court attending him, together 
with Memmius Fufcm , the Conful for the Year; 

Babius Macer , the Captain of the Guards; 

Quintus Acarius, the Prefident of the Eafi, 
waiting on the right Hand of him ; and on 
the lcttj Amuliut SatuYtuttus the.General of the 
Frontiers againft the Scythians, Murentius the 
Governour of Egypt ; Julius Trypho , the Com¬ 
mander on the Frontiers of the Eafi ; Ma¬ 
cks Brundufinus, the General of the Provisions 
of the Eafi ; Ulpius Crinitus , the General of 
llljricum and Thrace; and Fulvius Bolus, the 
General in Rbatia, In this great Appearance 
the Emperor Valerian exprefled himfelf to Au- 
nlm thus. 

The whole Empire gives you thanks, Aure- 
han, for delivering it from the Power of the 
Goths. Through you , we abound with Booty ; 
we abound in Honour, and all things, by which 
lot Happincfs of the Roman Name is increafed. 
f give you therefore for the Noble All ions which 
1ft have done, four Mural Crowns, five other 
wwns of thofe that are for entring the Ene¬ 
mies Works ; two Naval Crowns, and two 

P Civick 


xio The Life and Reign of the Vol.U, 

Civick Crowns ; ten Javelins ; four parti-colour, 
ed Standards ; four red ducal Vefls } two Qloaki, 
fuch as art worn by the Proconfuls ; one Confukr 
* Robe\ one triumphal Vefl ; one triumphal Gom\ 
a Mantle of State, and a Chair of Ivory j which Ufa 
is the Mark of the Dignity of a Conful , for fo I ay. 
point you to be this day ; and I (had write to the St- 
nate to fend you ike Ivory Staff and the Rods, whid 
are the other Enflgns of that Dignity. 

Aurelian , after his Majefty had thus /poke, 
approached to him and kifled his Hand, and 
returned his Thanks to his Majefty in the 
Words following. 

I truly, maj it pleajeyour mofl excellent Majtflj, 
have therefore done and fuffered all that hath beenh 
my Power, hnd I have taken all the Paint 1 eoull 
to ferve the States, on purpoje that I might obligt ii, 
and at the fame time difcharge a good Confciem\ 
the Senfe whereof , joyned witb the 7 hanky of tk 
State, is alone a Reward fufficientfor me. But your 
Majefly bath done much more, 1 give your Majtjlf 
t hanky for your Goodnefs, and I accept the Corijuljhif 
at your Hands. The Gods grant, and particularly , 
our ajfured God the Sun, that the Senate may judy 
as kindly of me. 

Then all the Gompany complemented the 
Emperor, and next Ulpm Crinitus flood up 
and faid: 

May it plftife your Majefty, 

As it wat antiently a Cufiom amongfl the btjl 
of our Fore-fathers, to adopt Perfons of Worth and 

Bravtrj 


Vol.tf. Emperor Aurelian* 

Bravery to be their Sons ; thereby, either to con¬ 
tinue their decaying Families, or to add a new 
Honour to them by the means of fuch a worthy 
Alliance > which hath particularly been done often 
in my Family, in the adoption of Ulpius Trajan, 
by Cocceius Nerva ; the adoption of Hadrian, 
ty Trajan ; the adoption of Antoninus by Ha¬ 
drian, and others flnce\ fo it is like wife my de- 
Jire at thss time, to adopt Aurelian, to be my Son , He is S- 
V w L bm Majefly in your Wtfdom hath fo doptedbj 
much approved, that you have made him my U| l ,iu5 
Lieutenant, and put him in my abfence, to com - Cnmtl *' 
mand my Army. Tour Majefly may therefore 
pleaje to order it to pafs into a Law, that Au- 
fdian be the Heir of the Name, Goods , and all 
the Rights of what kind feever, of me Ulpius 
Crinitus, according as your Majefly hath been 
pleajed to make him alfo a Conful with me ; 

The Emperor complemented Crinitus in re. 

^turn, and the Adoption of Aurelian was ac- 
cording to Cuftom ratified. What a certain 
Greek Author fays, as I remember, that the 
Emperor commanded Crinitus to adopt Arne- 
lm, beeaule he was poor, I muft leave to the 
Reader. 1 have faid, that dwNSmperor bore 
the Charge, of the Games, With which Aure- 
lien entertain'd the People, at his entrance 
into his Conlullhip; and I did it for this rea* 

Ion Specially, to mark the Modefty of the 
sixpences of thole times, in companion with 
the Expences of others fince. For We have 
utely feen the Games prelented in the Cirque 
ty Furitts Placidus upon his Gonlullhip, in 
P i which 
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which the Jockies and the Coachmen have 
had Eftates rather given them, than their pro. 
per Wages; Cloaths of Silk, fine Linens, Hor- 
ies; at which fober Men have been much trou- 
bled, becaufe it looks as if the Riches of a 
Man, more than his Virtue, had made him a 
Conful. And perhaps many a one, who for 
his Virtue deferves to be a Conful, would be 
ruined by fuch an Expence. But thole chad 
times are paft, and by a popular Ambition 
which reigns amongfl: us,we depart from them 
every day more and more. But this alfo I 
leave to the Reader. 

Aurelian , railed by the Reputation of fo 
many and fo great Characters as thefe, ap. 
peared with fo much luftre in the Reign of 
Claudius , that after his Death and the Death 
of his Brother Quintillus, he fiicceeded upon the 
Throne of the Empire. There is a great dif 
agreement in this place in our Hiftoties con> 
cerning the Death of Aurelius , with whom 
the Emperor Gallienus agreed to a Peace ; as 
whether he was killed by Aureolan, without, or 
with the Order and Confent of Claudius: and 
whether he was killed by Aurelian , after or 
before he came to the Empire ? For in all 
thefe Queftions the Hiflorians, and partial’ 
cularly the Greek , differ from one another. 
However it is, we are very fure of this, that 
the Emperor Claudius committed the War a• 
gainft the Scythians , to the Care of none more 
than Aurelian. I will give you here the Let 
ter of Claudius for that purpofe. 


The 
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The Emperor Flavius Claudius to 
Valerius Aurelian , wifheth Health. 

O XJ R Affairs at this time require your accu - 
(lowed Bravery. Re quick: Why jhould 
you delay ? The whole Army is ordered to march 
under your Conduit. The Goths are to be attacked', 
and to be expelled the Country of Thrace. They 
lit a great many of them about the Mountains 
Hamius and Rulla: They do much Atfjcbief, 
being returned from the flight, to which you lajl 
faw them reduced. All the Forces of Thrace and 
Illyricum, and ad that Frontier I place under 
your Hands. Now let us have a jtroak of your 
wonted Gallantry, My Brother Quincillus will 
be one that will join you. I am taken up with 
other Affairs, fo that I entrufi this whole 
Matter to your Valour I have fent you ten Hor+ 
fes, two Coats of Mail, and fuch things as it is 
ft you jhould be provided with againfl your 
fight. 

Aurelian fought, and fo profperoufly de¬ 
feated the Enemy in feveral Battles, that he 
did great Service to the Empire by it; there¬ 
fore after the Death of Claudius, he was by He is de- 
the Legions unanimoufly advanced to take his c/ ,:r\lB M . 
place. Under the fame Reign, he fought alfo f cror ^ 
very bravely with the Suevt, and the Sarnata, t >e Atmy ' 
and he gained over thofe a moft flourifhing 
Victory. 


Aurelian 
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Aurelian foon after he was elevated to the 
Empire, had a War with the Marcomanni , who 
out of Germany making a hidden Irruption in- 
to Italy, in which, by a midake, he did not 
take care to front them immediately in the 
beginning, whild he was preparing to charge 
them behind, they laid wade all the Country 
about Milan. However, the Marcomanni were 
overcome at lad ; but in the mean time their 
Ravages were a matter of great Conderm* 
tion to all at Rome, where the People broke 
out into great Sedition, out of an apprehen* 
(ion that they (hould fee the Empire torn in- 
to' pieces again, as it was before in the time 
of Galliennt. The Books of the Sibyls, (o well 
known for the publick Good done by theiri, 
were upon this occafion confulted; and it was 
found, that at certain places there (hould be 
Sacrifices ufed, to dop the Courfe of the Bar¬ 
barians j in Virtue whereof, they would not have 
the Power to pals further up into the Coua* 
try. This was done acordingly with all care} 
the Barbarians dopt upon it, and as afterwards 
they were roving up and down in diforder, 
Yhe Mar- Aurelian came upon them and flew them. I 
conianni will give you the debate of the Senate at this 
defeated, t j me) concerning the infpedting the Books of 
the Sybils. 

Upon the third day of tlie Ides of January 
the Senate being aflembled, Fulvius Sabinut 
the Praetor of the City of Rome (poke thus to 
them. 

Fathers 

t 
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Father* of the Senate, 

I Am to acquaint you, that it is the fuggefiion 
of the Chief Priefts , as well as it is the Order, 
by Letter , of the Emperor Aurelian, that the 
Books of the Sibyls, in which the Secrets of the 
Dejlinies are contained, be now infpefted ; in 
hopes thence to difeovsr by the Holy Will of the 
Gods, a means of putting an end to this War. You 
know very well, that as often as any extraordina¬ 
ry cafe arifes , it is the Cuftoni always to InfpeSf 
• tbofe Books } nor have we been delivered from the 
hblick Evils , which have it any time befet us, 
but by following their Order, and by performing 
fucb Sacrifices, as we find to be appointed us 
there. 

Then Ulpius Silanus , whofe place it was to 
give his Opinion the fird, dood up and 
laid; 

Father* of the Senate, 

\Tis very Late, for us, at this day, to begin to 
I confult about the Safety of the State j It is 
very late for us, now to Confult the Books of 
the Sybils, when we know not what elfe to do ; 
% (owe fick Perfons, who fend not for the Phy- 
ftcian, but in the greatefi extremity ; to which yet 
it is never good to truft ; becaufe all Difeafes are 
the befi taken and obviated in the beginning. You 
nay remember, Gentlemen, that I have often 
from this place told you, even then, when firfi 
the news came of an Irruption of the Marcomaiv 
ni, that the Decrees of the Sibyls ought to be con- 
P4 fultedy 
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fulled; and that we (hould ferve our felves of 
the affiance t of Apollo, and keep to the Prt- 
cepti of the immortal Gods. But my Motion wot 
rejefled, and that too not without a great deal of 
reproach from fome, who in flattery to Aurelian 
anfwered, that under the Conduit of fo brave 
a Prince, there was no necejflty of confulting the 
Gods ; as if he did not himfelf revere the Gods, 
and hope for the fuccefs of his Arms from their 
ijhmortal Powers., In (hort, you hive heard bis 
Letter, wherein be begs the Divine affiance, which 
it is neverunworthy the great eft Man to k' 
Therefore let the Priefts, With all Purity, Clean, 
nefs, and Sanility, prepared as well in their Mittilt 
its Habits for fo [acred a Work, immediately »• 
pair to the Temple ; and with due Reverence pf 
rufe the Holy Books, and examine what is tit 
eternal will of the Fates; and we, on our parti. 
[ball not be wanting to perform the Sacrifices, and 
obferve the Solemnity, which the Gods require 
of as. 

The reft of the Senators in order, being 
askt their Opinions, they all,' fome one way, 
, r/ n , *? me another declared their Confent, that the 

lf e l e t B L 00k A S £ f th n e ? ibyl ! ftould be confulted, and 
Ityl* Con. ^ or tbe P llr P°/f- Then to the 
[tilted, Mpitol they went; the (aid Books were ex¬ 
amined ; lome Verics out of them were pitch- 
ed upon ; then the City of Rome was Purgedcby 
Sacrifice; a Proceflion was made round the 
City, and the Suburbs; th$ Verfes wereSungi 
and all the Ceremony whatever that was re* 
qinred, was accordingly performed. 

** T 
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Now the Letter of Aurelian to the Senate 
in which he put them upon the Confulting 
the fame Books, was this. 6 

I Admire, my good Fathers, that you have, fo 
Itng hefitated about opening the Books of the 
Sibyls; as if it was a matter that was referred 
rather to a Congregation of Cbriftians, who are 
tbt Enemies of our Religion and our Gods, than 
te Verfons Zealous as you are for the Honour of 
the one and the other. I would defire you to fit 
tie Priefts immediately and religioufly about it i that 
with the folemn Ceremonies and Rites, which [hall 
there appear to be appointed, you may ajfift four 
Prince, now labouring under great difficulties. Let 
tie Books be infpeSied j and what things are there- 
in required to be done, let them, be done. For my 
pert, 1 [hall fpare for no Cofts. The Captives 
that 1 have of any Nation, and any of the Ani- 
tnnlt of the noble ft hand, belonging to me, I freely 
fer for Sacrifices, ft is no UJJening to a Vittory, 
to be affifted in it by the Gods. In the times of 
our Anceftors , divers Wars have keen begun and 
Hided in this manner. I have writ to the Helper 
of the Exchequer to disburfe,, whatever the 
Charge is. Tou may command thence what Money 
pu think fit ; and I am glad to find, that the 
Coffers are well provided. 

That which was the occafion of all this con* 
cern for infpeding the Books of the Sibyls, 
Was; Aurelian had fuffered a great defeat from 
the Enemy at Piacenza ; and had it not been 
[ {twc after the examination of the faid Books, 

and 
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and the performance of the Sacrifices by them 
required, the Divine Aid interpofcd to Con* 
found and Affright the Barbarians with Vifi. 
ons, Spe^res, and Prodigies, which gave Au- 
nlian at length the advantage over them, the/ 
Vi&ory in this' War might nave , been loft to 
the Romm , and even the Empire in danger to 
be.fo too. For the Barbarians, by the meats 
of the Woods, and the Faftneffes, into which 
they threw themfelves, were otherwife too 
fubtil for us, andi did ft) annoy us upon ocea- 
fion, that we Ihould not have reduced them, 
upon the fingle fttength of our Arms. 

After the Marcomannick War was ended, Ah- 
relian came to Rome ; full of Anger and Re¬ 
venge, as he was naturally Fierce of himlelf. 
for the Seditions, which had there been railed 
inhis abfence.' Though he was otherwife* 
good Prince, he fufrered his Paffions to tran- 
(port him beyond u\eafure, and to punilh fome 
things Cruelly, which might have been treat* 
Hit ex- ed with a gentler Hand. He not only put to 
teme Se- death the Authors of thofe Seditions, but alio 
verity, fome noble Senators; againft whom appeared 
. but one vile and wretched Witnefs; when the 
matter of the Crime objected, was of lo flight 
a Mature, that a milder Prince would have 
contemned it; In fine, the fame of his Reign 
which had been hitherto great, and had julfly 
gained him niapy Friends, was obfeured and 
wounded by the marks of his excefltve Seve¬ 
rity. He began to be feared, rather than 
loved- Some (aid. they hated him; rather 
than wilh’d his ProJperity; pthers faid that he 
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was indeed a good Phyfician, but his Medi¬ 
cines were the bittereft in the World. After 
thefe things therefore, fearing again the mif- 
chiefs might be revived, which happened in 
the time of QaUtenus, he with the Advice of 
the Senate extended, and new fortified the 
Walls of the City of Rome. He did not then 
extend the Territories of the City without the 
Walls» but he did afterwards; becaufe this 
was a priviledge allowed to no Prince to do, 
but who by his Conquefts had added to the 
Rtman Empire i as did the Emperors Augufiui, 

Trojan, Nero ; under which laft particularly 
the Pont us, Potemoniacus , and the Cottian Alpet 
nrere fubjefted tp the Obedience of the Ro¬ 
mm, 

Having finifhed what concerned the fecurity 
and ftate of the City, and of the Civil Affairs, 
m let out from thence upon an Expedition a» 
gainft the Valmyrcni in Syria ; where the Lady - 
Mia, in the Right of her two Sons, tie- 
rmianut and Tmolaus, being Infants, and in 
Succeflion to Odenatut her Husband, Reigned 
as Queen of the Eaft, and maintained 1 ■ the 
Revolt of thole parts againft the Empire, 
n his way, in the Countries of Thrace and 
llljtricum, he fought feveral conliderable Ba«- 
tels with the Reliques of the Goths, and the 
Barbarians; of whom he llew five thoufand 
on the other fide of the Danube, with Canna- 
InJes, their Prince. He parted, by the way 
d Byzantium, over into Bitbynia , in the 
Ttjjiir Afla: which Province upon Ills arrival 
Voluntarily caft off the Yoakol the Palmyreni, 
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and yielded it (elf to him. Many, as well of 
his Expreffions as Actions, are great and fa* 
mous. It is not poflible, nor would I be wil¬ 
ling to recount them all here, becaufe it would 
be tedious. But yet (ome few may be touch- 
ed upon, which may ferve to beget a better 
underftanding of his Virtues and Manners. 
Coming to tne City of Tyana in Cappadocia , 
which he iound (hut againft him, he (aid in a 
Paflton, I will nor leave a Dog in this place, 
This made his Soldiers ftorm it the more vio¬ 
lently, in hopes of the Booty; till one Hm- 
clammon , who was the Governour of it, a- 
(raid that he Ihould be killed amengft the reft, 
and thinking that he had no other way to (ave 
himfelf, betrayed his Truft, and (offered the 
Town to be taken by Treachery. Now Au■ 
rtlian did immediately two things, worthy of 
a Princely mind ; in the one of which he 
Examples fhew’d an example of his Severity, and in the 
of his St- .other,, of Mercy. The firft is, he put to 
verity and death Heraclammon for betraying his Coun- 
erc *' itry. Then, when the Soldiers delired the 
cptal; deftru&ion of the Town, according to 
his faying, that he would not leave a Dog in 
it, by which they underftood, that they Ihould 
have all the Plunder of it; is true, (aid he, 

1 have faid I would not leave a Dog in this 
Town, and fo kill all the Dogs: but he (aved the 
People, and forbad the Plunder; which was a 
great A&ion, and it was followed by as great a 
one of the Army: becaufe they were as much 
pjeafed with the Wit of their Prince, as if 
he had given them really the Riches of the 
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City. Concerning Heraclammn, Aurelian writ 
this Letter. 

The Emperor Jurelian to 
Mallius Chilo, 

I Have taken Tyana, and fufered the Man to 
he killed, by whofe, as it were , good Office I 
M it. I could not love fucb a Trait our, I wil¬ 
lingly let the Soldiers kill him: becaufe how could 
he be faithful to tne, who [pared not to betray his 
cm Country ? He is the only one of all the Be- 
ficged, who hath been fo ufed . 1 cannot deny 

hut he was Rich. But yet l have given bis Eft ate 
to bis Children : that none jhall pretend to fay, that 
it was to get bis Money I killed him. 

The City of Tyana was taken in this man¬ 
ner. Heraclammon betrayed to Aurelian a pri¬ 
vate place, where there was a Natural rifing 
of the Ground, by which he might mount the 
Walls undiscovered. Aurelian did fo > and his 
Purple diftinguifliing him to be the Emperor to 
the Army without and the People within, and 
the People within feeing him upon the Walls, 
and concluding the Town was taken, as if 
the whole Army was with him, they were fo 
furprifed, that they faid no more but yielded. 

I ought not here to omit a thing, which is 
to the Honour of the memory of the Vener¬ 
able Apollonius , who was a Native of the City 
®f Tyana. Aurtliatt) it is faid, was ferioufly 

(ome- 
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(ometime thinking and fpeaking about deftroy. 
ing the place entirely by Fire and Sword, fit# 
as he was going to his Tent, that wife Man of 
fo known Fame and Authority, an Antient 
Philofophdr, and a true Friend of the Gods, 4 
Appariti- pollonm Tyanaus , who is himfelf to be highly 
j>»o/Apol- Celebrated as a God, appeared fuddenly to 
In D Jn! Ty " bim» * n Form i in which his Image is in 
* Temples at this day, and (poke to him theit 
words : Aar titan , Why Jhould you think of Mg, 
dering my poor Countrymen ? If you would Rtip 
in Glory , abfain , Aurelian, from the blood if 
the Innocent. Aurelian be merciful, if you well 
Conejuer and live your felf. Aurilian knew tht 
Village of the Venerable Philofopher again, 
becaufe he had feen it before in (everal Tent 
pies. He was very much (truck at it, and in 
mediately he returned to a better mind aboil 
his Treatment of the Town, and promifedio 
eredfc a Temple to Apollonius , and to let up til 
Image and Statues. This account is what I 
have received from grave Men, and I haveal 
fo often Read the lame my (elf in the Bools 
of the Ulpian Library ; to which I give tk 
more Credit; becaufe I have a great ref pelt fot 
the Majefty of Apollonius t than whom, jvhal 
Man hath there ever been more Holy, Vo 
nerable, Uluftrious, and Divine ? He railed 
the Dead to Life again. He wrought ma¬ 
ny things beyond the power of Mankind, 
and his Difcourfes were fuitable to his Acti¬ 
ons; which if any Perfon pleafes to know 
. more particularly, let him Road the Grid 
Books! that are written of his Life. My felf 

if 
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wrn^' re,,a ^ ^ aV °br bf Apollonius will 
affift me in it, will give the World fome (horc 
account at leaft of the Actions of fo great 4 
Perfon: not that they want the benefit of my 
labour, but that things which are really to 
be admired, may be made universally known 
and famous. 

After the taking of T,ma, Ar,fee marched 
towards rfwfei; propoline to all that fob- 

USu u,, m » Indemnity fpr what was part. 

At the Village of Daphne , which is near An- 
uocb, he gave the Enemy a little Blow, and 
(ocame to that City. It is fuppofed, the Pre¬ 
cepts of the Venerable Apollonius had made 
an impreflion upon him; tor he u/ed his Vi- 
dory here with great Humanity and Clemen- 
f ? ext was a General one, and 
( r°lt * fhe Empire. It was fought at the 

City of EmtJTdm Phoenicia, againft the Queen 
Ztnobta, and Zabdas her General. Aurelian's 
Horfe were fpent, and ready to run, when 
fome Divine Form fuddenly appearing to 
them, and encouraging them on to the 
Charge, they took the Example of the Foot 
trho allthe while flood firm, till at laft they 
Hit both Zenobta and Zabdas to flight, and ok* , 
amedarnoft accomplice Vitfory. Emijfa rca- 
% yielded to the Conqueror: who noioner/tS. 
entred into it, but he repaired to the Temple 
J ffdtogabalus, or the Sun, to acquit himfelf 
2 ; his Vows and Devotions, according to his 
Duty. But as he was there, the fame Divine 
form appeared again to him which he had feen 
siting him in the Battel. Wherefore he there 
I founded 
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founded Temples, and made great Oblations. 
He Founded allb a Temple to the Sun at 
Rome, of extraordinary Magnificence, where¬ 
of we lhall have an occafion to (peak here* 
after. 

Then he bent his Courfe againlt the City of 
Falmyra, the Capitol of the Country of the 
People of the fame name, where Zenobia re- 
fided; that with the taking of it, he might 
put an end to his Labours in this part of the 
World. The Syrian Robbers annoyed his Ar¬ 
my often in his March, and did him much 
mifchief. But in the Siege of Palmyra, his 
Perfon was fo far in danger, that he received 
a flight Shot of an Arrow. And the hot Work 
that he met with, is very plainly confefled by 
himfelf, in a Letter to Mucapor, thus. 

T Hofe at Rome deride my Expedition, anl 
cry I make War againft a Woman ; at if l 
had to do with none hut Zenobia, and that jk 
eppofed me upon her own Strength. But the ct[e 
is the fame, as if the War was with a Mm\ 
and Feminine Fear, and fenfe of her Demeriti 
makes her befidet fo defperate, that (he is by far 
the worft of Enemies. It canot he exprejfed what 
Showers of Arrows, Darts, and Stones, [he ftnit 
us i and how prepared [he is for her defence htrel 
There is no part of the Wall, that is not plantti 
with two or three Batterers. She throws Fire at 
us out of her Engines. In fine, jhe Fights not lih 
a Woman, hut with the Audacity of a Mania 
Defpair. However I truft, that the Gods, wit 
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never have been wanting to our Endeavours, will 
flill afftft the Roman Empire. 
h 

At length Aurelian, fatigued and weary of 
fo troublefome a Siege, fent a Letter into the 
Town to Zenobia to require her to furrender, 
and he promifcd her her life. The Letter was 

this. 

Mian , the Emperor of the I %oman 
World, and the Protestor of the 
Baft, to Zenobia, and thofe in 
Arms with her. 

IT H AT which I require you now to do by my * 
Letter, you ought ajjuredly to have done of 
jmr own Motion. I order you to Surrender , and 
i prrni/e you your Lives, with impunity: Tou 
Zenobia, and your Children, (hall only be 0 - 
Higed to lead your Lives there, where I, with 
be advice of the moft Noble Senate, (hall place 
i iU < Tour Jewels, Silver , Gold, Silks, Horfes , 
ill Camels, tttuft be difpofed of to the Exche¬ 
quer at Rome. The People of this Country■ of 
Palmyra [hall be preferved in their Rights. 

Zenobia receiving this Letter, wrote him Haughty 
»ack an Anfwer, which was more Haughty, mind of ; >•' 
md more Proud indeed than the Condition of Zenobia. v 
«r Fortune required: But I fuppofe it might * 

«to amufe him. Her Letter was this. 

Q, Zenobia 
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Zenobia the Queen of the Eaft, to 
the Eraperor Aurelian. 

N O Man ever, before you, defired what jtt 
do, by a Letter » Bravery is the way it 
effeit whatever is to be done in War, You fit’ 
pofe my Surrender *; as if you can be ignorant, 
that the Queen Cleopatra chofe her Death, u- 
ther than to live in whatever Quality under All- 
guftus. The Succours of the Perliani are on thin 
March to us . We expett them daily. The Sa¬ 
racens are for us, ' The Armenians are for «, 
The Syrian Robbers have beaten your Amf 
Aurelian, already. What then will become ( 
you, when that Force arrives, which is expeStl 
by us, from all parts ? Doubtlefs you will cbsnyf 
your Countenance , and lay afide that Pride , will 
which you now fo abjolutely Command me Ii 
Surrender, as, of you were the Conqueror of tbt 
XJniverfe. ’ 

Zenobia Didated this Letter herfelf in the 
Syriack Language ; Nicomachus fays, that he 
TrAnflated it out of that Language into the 
Greek. ; the other Letter of Aurelian was lent 
in the Greek. 

Aurelian did not Blufli when he read Z«w> 
bid’s Letter; but he was Angry, and imme¬ 
diately ordered his Army and his Officers upon 
a General Aflault. He left nothing undone 
to reduce her, that could be thought upon by 

a brave 
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a brave Man. He Intercepted the Succours, 
which were fent to her from the PcrCumt. The 
Saracen and the Armenian Troops he Beat, 
and partly by his Addrefs, and partly by the' 
force of his Arms, he brought them over to 
his own fide* After many Fights, with great 
difficulty, he overcame this moll: Potent Lady 
atlaft; who was making her efcape upon - 
Dromedaries into Perfia, when Aurelian lent 
a Party of Horfe after her, and took her Pri- ‘ 
loner. 

This Vidory gave Aurelian the Pofleflion of 
all the EalL He had at once Zenobia, the Per- 
[m, the Armenians , and the Saracens, his 
Prifoners; in which he did not 4 little Pride 
himieJfi And then it was, that all thole fine T b* spoils 
Veftments belet with Jewels, which we lee °f 2 eno» 
the Temple of the Sun at Rome, thofe bia ' 

Man Banners with Dragons, thofe Perftan 
turds, and a lort of Purple fo fine, that the 
like hath never been fince feen in the Roman 
Empire, were all taken by Aurelian. You may 
remember, that there was in ,the Temple of 
•he moft excellent and moft high Jupiter, in 
the Capitol, a little Cloak of fo very fine a 
Purple, that when the Matrons and Aurelian 
nitnlelf in Perfon compared with it the Pur¬ 
ges which he and they wore, it lookt with fo 
Divine a Light, that theirs were but like Afhes 
to it. Aurelian, and afterwards the Emperors 
rnbus and Diocleftan , elpeciaHy the latter, with 
great care fent into Perfia Dyers, on purpofe 
to find out how this Purple was made. But 
they could not do it. It is an Indian Vermi- 
Ql * lion 
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lion, they fay, that Dyes it,when it is well pre¬ 
pared. , 

But to the Purpofe. Zenobia being taken, 
all the Army called for Jufticc upon her: 
Aurelian thought it unhandlbme to kill a 
Woman. He put to death leveral that had been 
her Abettors in beginning, making, and con¬ 
tinuing the War; but for her, he re(erved her 
to adorn his Triumph, and to make her a Spe- 
* dacle to the Eyes of the People of Rome. A- 
mongft the reft, whom he killed, the Philo 
fopher Caffius Longinus was much to be la¬ 
mented. ■ He had been Zenobid's Mafter, to 
teach her Greek : that which provoked Am 
lian to cut him off, was, becaufe he knew, 
that it was by his Counfel that Zrnbia had do 
dated that haughty Letter in the Sj/risfi, 
which hath been mentioned here above. 

The Pease of the Eaft bejng Eftablilhed, 
Aurelian returned a Conqueror to Europe, Hi 
gained a Vidory in his paffage over the Carpi', 
for which the Senate in his ablence would 
have given him the Title of Carpicus : but it 
being a word of an ill, and a dimitiurirt 
found, in companion with thofe other of 
Gotbicus, Sarmaticus, * Armenia cut, Parthian , 
and Adiabenicus\ which denoted him Con¬ 
queror of the Goths , Sarmatians, Armenia*), 
Parthians , and part of the AJJyrians \ he rt- 
jeded the Title of Carpicus ; and immediate!! 
font the Senate word, that they might as well 
call him Carjnfculm, aa Carpicus ; for he liked 
the one no better than the other: Carpifd « 
is Latin for a fort of a Slipper. 
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It is rare, and a hard thing for the Syrians 
to keep their Faith. No fooner was Aurelian 
imployed about the Affairs of Europe, but the 
falmreni, who were fo Very lately, and fo The Pal. 
wed Beaten, broke out into another ftebelli- ®yieni 
on. They killed Sandarion, whom he had left re ^ e f and 
Governor of Palmyra, and fix hundred Ar- lit 
ghers, that were in Garrifon with him ?• de- Undid. 
"gning to let up one Achilkus,, a&inftmnof 
1 Zenobia, for the Empire anew. Dut Aurelian 
was not fo engaged, but immediately upon 
the news he quitted Europe, and returned to 
Hmra again ; where he puniihed them, fhall 
Hay, as they deferred-; of rather to an ex. 
cefs; Howfevefely he ufed them, he confef-' 
i«s himfelf in this Letter. 


The Emperor Aurelian to Cer- 
ronius Baffin. 

\KT\have had enough of the Blood of the 
V v Palmyrem : you fhall forbid the Soldiers 
it draw their Swords upon them more. We have 
M [pared Women, nor Infant #, nor the Aped 
wr the Peafants. So few, as are left, will , Ibe- 
take warning by fuch a general Common. 
Wernfi /pare thofe, or to whom fhall we leave 
w Town and Country to be Cultivatedl The 
ump e of the Sun, which is in that Town, and 
f j ? Officers and others of the third Legion 
plundered ,, I would have to be re fared to the fame 
mdttion m which it was . You will have three 
Q. ? hundred 
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hundred pound of Gold out of the Coffers of Ze- The Peace of the Weft did conclude Aure- 
riobia, and the weight of 1800 pound of Silver, rtlion the entire Mafter of all the Roman 
and among/} the Booty, the Jewels and Precious World. Every part of it now was reduced 
Stories of the Queen. Out of all theft, therefore to him; and fo he took his way to the City of 
let the Temple be well adorned ; in which you will Rmt, to Celebrate a Solemn Triumph, at 
do a mof grateful fer vice both to the Immorttl once over Zenobia and Tetricus, that is, the 
Gods, and me ; and my felf will write to tit Eaft and the Weft. 

Senate, to deftre them to fend a Friefi, to Deli- It will not be amifs to know the manner of 
cate the faid Temple. the Triumph of Aurelian ; for it was a very 

Noble one. There were three -Chariots of Manner 
This Letter {hews how fully he had fatiated State, worthy of the Magnificence of the °f Aure- 

his Cruelty upon them* greateft Kings. The firft was the Chariot 

Securer now therefore of the State of the of Odenatus, curioufly wrought and.diftinguilh- um ^ J " 
Eaft, than ever, he returned the fecond time ed with Silver, Gold, and Jewels. The next 
back to Europe ; and with his accuftomed Bra. was a Chariot of the King of Per fa which was 
very he defeated all the Parties of his Europea, equally Fine. The third was Zenobia % Cha- 
Enemies, that came in his wdy. He was very not, which Ihe had made for herlelf, in hopes 
atftive about the Affairs of Thrace, and the Pub to make her Entrance into the City of Rome 
Firmui lick Good* when one Ftrmus arofe in Egypt, with: nor was Ihe miftaken. For {he did {o j 
pelt’d, who, not Jetting himfelf up as an Emperor, tot it was in the Quality of a Captive, and 
pretended tomake that Province rather a Free- both her Chariot and {he were led inTriumph. 

State. Aurelian made no delay to oppofe this There was a fourth Chariot drawn by four 
evil. Nor did his wonted Succefs abandon Stags, fuppofed to be the Chariot of the King 
him. For he prefently recovered Egypt a- °f the Goths. In this Chariot, Aurelian Rode 
gain. to the Capitol, to Sacrifice there thole Stags, 

Gallia continued as yet in its Revolt from which together with the Chariot, when he 
the Empire,and in the Hands of Tetricus : which took them, he had vowed to the moft excel- 
Aurelian, as he was naturally Fierce, and full lent and moft mighty Jupiter. Thefe Chari- 
of Defigns, not being able with Patience to ots were preceded by twenty Elephants, and 
bear, he turned his Head to the fide of the two hundred .tamed Wild Beads of feveral 
Tetricus W e ft ; where Tetricus weary of Commanding hinds, out of the Countries of Libya and Pa- 
yields. a Vitiousand an Inlolent Army, yielded both lffme\ all which Aurelian gave afterwards a- 
himfelf, and his Army frankly to him. Way amongft particular Perlons. There were 

four Tygers. The Chamois, Elks, and p* 

The 0.4 ther 
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ther foch Beafts followed in order. There 
were eight hundred couple of Gladiators. 
Then followed the Captives of the Barbarian 
Nations; as Ethiopians, Arabians, Indians , Ba< 
tfrians, Georgians, Saracens, Per pans > every 
one with their feveral Offerings: there were 
alio Goths, Alans , Roxolans , Sarmatians, Franks 
oueves, Vandals, and Germans ; all which Ca* 
ptives were chained by the Hand to one ano- 
tner: together with whom were the chief, that 
were left alive, of the City of Palmyra ; and 
alio a parcel of Egyptians, becaufeof the late 
Rebellion in Egypt. There were ten Women 
Captives, led in the like manner, in this Pro- 
celhon: they were taken fighting in Men’s 
Habit amongft the Goths > when many othen 
or them, at the fame time were killed. Tht 
Infcription over them, as all thefe Nations had 
their feveral Names and Infcriptions put up. 
Joke them tb be of the Race of the Amam, 
Then came Tetricus, well drefTed in a Scarlet 
Robe, and a fort of a Pale-gold-colour«d 
Tumck, and his 'Breeches of the Mode of 
the G««h. By him marched his Son, whom 
he had declared Joynt-Emperor with him in 
GaUta. And next marched Zcnobia. She 
was adorned with Jewels, and her Chains 
wde of Gold, with Perfons to bear them 
up. The Crowns of the Vanquifhed Nad- 
mis in Gold, were difplayed and carried in 
the Proceflion. Tlien marched the People 
of Rowe, with all the Standards of the Colleges 
and the Camps the Cuirafliers, the Train of 
■ Court, all the Army, and likewife the So* 

nate; 
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nate; but the Senate was a little concerned 
to fee one of their own Body, which Tetricus 
was, led in Triumph. However it is, all to- 
gether added much to the magnificence of the 
pomp. It was almoft three of the Clock be¬ 
fore the Proceflion to the Capitol was over 5 
and late before they went from thence to the 
Court. The next, and the other days follow¬ 
ing were fpent in the pleafures of the Plays of 
the Stage, the Races of the Cirque, the Chafes 
of Wild Beafts, the Fights of the Gladiators, 
and the Encounters or Fights of Gallies, in 
the Amphitheatre, reprefented failing there as 
upon a Sea. 

ft is not, I think, to be omitted, what our 
Hiftories do often take notice of, and every one 
remembers, that when Aurelian fc t out upon the 
Oriental War againft Zenobia, he promiftd to 
give the People, if he returned a Conqueror, i 
Crowns of two pound weight. The People " 
willingly underftood him of Crowns of Gold. 
But Aurelian neither could, nor would be fo 
liberal. He gave them every one Loaves of 
the whiteft Bread of that weight, made in the 
form of Crowns; which he continued all his 
life, to them and their Children daily. He 
diftributed alfo Portions of Porlc amongft 
them, and this is done to thisday.- 

Aurelian made feveral Laws, which were all 
Good and Wholefome. He augmented the 
Revenues of the Priefts: he founded a Temple 
to the Sun i and let out Salaries for the fop* 
port of the Priefts that fhould ferveit -and for 
the Repairs of it, and for its other inferior Mi* 
nifters. After 
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After thafe things he went into Gallia, and 
railed the Siege of the Gity of Austturib ,which 
the Barbarians had formed. From thence he 
returned, and came into lllyricum; where 
having provided himfelf with rather a Valiant, 
than a Numerous Army, he declared War a- 
gainft the Ptrftant ; over whom he had re¬ 
ceived a very notable Victory, at the fame 
time that he overcame Ztnobia, who was their 
Ally. But as he was upon his march to ad 
vance his Enterprife, at a Gaftle called Can* 
pbrurium, which is in Romania, betwixt the Ci¬ 
ties of Htraelia and Byzantium, through the 
Death of Treachery of his Secretary, and by the Hand 
Aurclian. Mucapour, he was killed. 

The occafion of his Murder, and in what 
manner it was brought about, that a matter 
of that Moment may not be concealed, I will 
tell you in Ihort. It cannot be denyed, but 
that Aurtlian was a Severe, Truculent, and a 
Sanguinary prince. His Severity had tran- 
fported him fo far, as to kill his own Sifters 
Daughter, for no great nor fiifficient caufe 
neither; which was the firft thing that brought 
an odium upon him amongft his Friends. As 
Fate would have it, it happened, that he had 
The plot one Mnefibens, to be his Secretary ; who, forae 
upon him f a y } was his late Slave, made Free. Aurtlian, 
tow laid. U p 0n j |{ now not what fufpicion of jome- 
thing, had threatned this Man, which made 
him his Mortal Enemy. For knowing that 
his Mafter neither u(ed to threaten to no pur* 
pofe, nor to forgive very eafily, where he once 
threatned, he writ down a Lift of the Names 
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of fuch Perfons, as he knew Aurtlian had a 
real diftafte againft > and at the lame time he 
intermixt it with the Names of others, of 
whom Aurtlian never had the leaft fufpicion, 
which Ihould make him hate them, and a* 
mongftthe reft, he added his own, to give the' 
greater Credit to his concern for the common 
fafety, in which himlelf was involved. When 
he had done this, he went and read the Lift to 
all thofe, whofe names were there, and told 
them, that it was what he had privately found 
upon Aurelian, anditlhews, that Aurtlian was 
refolved to kill them all, and therefore, if 
they were Men, they ought to look to their 
Lives. 1 he one party, who knewthemfelves 
to have contracted Aurtliatf s anger by what 
they had done, were fpurred on by their fears 
to believe the matter and to prevent Aurtlian 
if they could. The other, who had ever been 
kind and ferviceable to him, and had deferved 
no fuch ufege from him, were incenfedat his 
luppofed Ingratitude. So mingling their Com¬ 
plaints and Sorrows together, the one with the 
other, they fell upon him fuddenly at the 
place before-mentioned upon the Road, and 
killed him. 

This was the end of the Emperor Aurtlian. 

A Prince, not properly lo good, as his Reign 
was or ufe, and neceffary to retrieve the Re- 
pofeof the Empire. When the matter after¬ 
wards came to be dilcovered, how fraudulent¬ 
ly the Confpiracy was procured to kill him, 
fhe Perlons themfelves that had agreed to it, 
wilt him a great Sepulchre, and Dedicated a 

Temple 
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Temple to him, and let up his Statues, at the 
place of his Death; And Mnefiheus was tied 
to a flake, and given to be devoured by Wild 
Beafts; which is fignified upon the place by 
Marble Statues of Mnefiheus, done in the Ha¬ 
bit in which he was executed, and fet up on 
each fide of the Sepulchre of Aurelian. 

The Senate regretted his Death very much, 
and the People of Rome more; who commonly 
faid, that Aurelian was the Tutor of the St- 
nate. He reigned fix Years, wanting a few 
Days; and for his great A&ions was dei¬ 
fied. 

Not tp omit any thing, that I meet within 
Hiflory that relates to him; many fay, that 
Death of Jguintdlus the Brother of Claudius, who when 
Quintil- the News came to him oF the Death of cjw 
Ul * dim, was in a Garrifon in Italy, aflumed the 
Empire, upon that News, to fucceed his Bro¬ 
ther. But when afterwards he found, that 
. Aurelian was chofen Emperor by all the Array, 
and that when he harangued againft the pre¬ 
tences of Aurelian to his own Soldiers, they did 
not much care to hear him, he cut his Veins 
himfelf, and died the Twentieth day of his 
Reign. 

Aurelian did this Service to the whole Em¬ 
pire ; that he purged away all profefled Lewd- 
nefs, Irreligion and wicked Arts. He cleared 
it of Factions. His Juftice purfised the falfe 
Moniersor Coiners, who to defend them’felves, 
joyned together in,a Body, and made a fort of 
a War, under the encouragement of Felicifi 
mm a Receiver, within the Walls of Row. But 

Aurelian 
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Aurelian reduced them with a high hand; it 
colt him the Lives of feven Thoufand of his 
Soldiers to do it; upon which occafion he writ 
this Letter to his Father (by Adoption) UL 
fine Crinitus, who was then the third time 
ConfuL 

The Emperor Aurelian to his Father, 

Ulpius Crinitus . 

A S if it is in a manner my Fate , to meet with 
aggravations of difficulties in every thing 
list I enterprise, a Sedition th Watts of 

Rome bath rifen to a very fad hu, ^ 
titrs , or falfe Coiners, at the fuggefitots of 
cillinius, the lajl of Slaves, whom I made 
htiver of the Exchequer, pretended to rebel. 

%y are fuppreffied, but with the lofs of Seven - 
Tbiufand of my Men Med by them ; jo that l 
toy fee, I have no Vitlory given me by the im~ 
tortal Gods , which does not cofi me dear • 

Aurelian, tho* he had tmde Tetricus a fubjedl 
ofhis Triumph, bellowed upon him afterwards 
the Government of the Province of Lucania 
in Italy, and continued his Son in the Senate. 

The Temple which he built to his particular 
Deity, the Sun, was molt magnificent. He His tub-' 
extended the Walls of the City of Rome fo, that ltc k Ma- 
that they were almoft fifty Miles in compafs. m & e ' 

He was a fevere Enemy to Delators and falfe 
Adcufers of the Innocent. The publick Regi- 

flees 
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fters of Profcriptions and Forfeitures to the 
Exchequer, he ordered for the common Se¬ 
curity, to be burnt in the Forum of Traja»> 
and he granted an Ad of Amnefty, for the 
pad Offences committed againft the State, the 
Example jwhereof was taken from that of the 
Athenians , which Cicero mentions in his Philip, 
picks. The Magiftrates of the Provinces who 
appeared to be guilty of Bribery and Extor- 
tion, he feverely profecuted, not with regard 
to them, or himfelf as Soldiers, but he laid 
upon them greater and more tormenting Po- 
nifhments. He beftowed much Gold and Je¬ 
wels upon the Temple of the Sun. Seeing 
the Provinr/x- f uljricum and Mafia laid yvaffe 
by th' ui lions of the Barbarians , he with- 
dr * the Roman Forces and Subjects out of 
'Pacta, which Trajan had added to the Empire 
on the other fide of the Danube j and relinquilh- 
ing a Country that he defpaired to keep, he 
planted the (aid Forces and People, in 
and he gave the Name of the Aurelian Dm, 
to that Province that now divides betwixt the 
Upper and Lower Mcefta. It is faid, that he 
was fo cruel, as to charge feveral Senators with 
pretended Treafons and Confpiracies hidy, 
only to have an occafion to cut them off. 
Some add, that it was a Sifters Son, and not 
a Daughter, which he killed. Others, that he 
killed his Sifter’s Son and Daughter both. 

The Senate and the At my, what with the 
Gravity .of the one, and the prudentSubmiffion 
of the other,made a great Difficulty ofchoofing 
a new Emperor to fill the Throne, vacant by 

the 
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the Death of Aurelian. The Army referred 
the choice to the Senate, becaule they thought, 
that they ought to avoid thofe, who had been 
1 concerned in the Murder of fo worthy a Prince. 
The. Senate on the other hand referred the 
Choice to the Army, knowing that the Sol¬ 
diers do not always take very well thofe Em¬ 
perors, that the Senate puts upon them. This 
was difputed betwixt them three times, fo thac 
for fix Months the Roman World was with¬ 
out an Emperor, and all Perfons in the inte¬ 
rim continued in their Governments and Of¬ 
fices, as they were before, excepting that the 
Senate made Falconius Probus the Proconful of 
dfa, in the place of Aurelius Fufcus, It will 
not be unpleafant to fee the Letter which the 
Army wrote to the Senate upon this fub- 
jtft; it was this. 

The Valiant and Victorious Army, 
to the Senate and People of 
Qtyme. 

A Urelian our Emperor through the Fraud of 
lX one Man, and the furprizing Mifiake of 
1 mixture of others, good and bad that were 
Imn in Iff him, is Med. You mil pleafe, cur 
potj Lords’itnd Fathers , to make Aurelian a 
; and to fend us a Verfon out of your own 
to be our Prince ; whom in your Judg- 
mts you (hall think defervet to be fo. For we, 

at 
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M concerning t bo ft that have either wilfully or iy. 
norantIv been led to commit this Fail, will not fuf tt 
any of them to reign over us. 

The Senate met upon the third Day of die 
Nones of February , and being fat, Aunlm 
Gordianus the Conful motion’d them to coq. 
fider this Letter, which was arrived from the 
Army. The Letter was read. The eldeftS* 
nator, iwho was to deliver his Opinion the 
firft, was Tacitus , who (poke thus. The hint 
who was afterwards by the Confent of all 
made the Succeflour to Aurelian. 

Fathers of the Senate, 

W ELL bad the immortal Gods confuki 
the Happintfs of the World, had tit) 
made the Per font of good Men invulnerable] 
that fuch as meditate bafe Murder in tbit 
wicked Hearts , could have had no Power to i 
them. Then had we enjoyed our Emperor Au¬ 
relia n longer, who was one of the great eft eft 
to our State ; which after the misfortunes of Va¬ 
lerian, and the Luxury of Gallienus, began ti 
take breath again indeed under the Reign of. 
Claudius > but it had been perfcftly reftored It 
tts priftine form by Aurelian, bad he lived, k 
caufe Vtilery every where waited upon bis Am * 
He re pojjejjed ui of Gallia ; he delivered Italy 
from • the Inva/ion of the Marcomailni; be ft- 
feued Ausburgh from the Barbarian Yoke ; ht 
recovered Ulyricum and Thrace to the obedi¬ 
ence of the Romans; he recovered the Eaftw 
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our obedience , which was Shamefully before oppref- 
fed and held againfi us by a Woman. The Per- 
bans, while yet infulting in the Death of Vale- 
rian, be vanquished, put them to fight, and inf 
slaved them. The Saracens, the Blemmics, and 
Auxumita:, the Ba&rians, the Seres, the Ge or. 
gians, the Albanians, the Armenians, and even 
tbe Indians adored him almofl as a God upon 
Earth. *■ The Capitol is enrich'd with his Pre- 
puts, and the things which he gained from the 
Barbarian Nations. Fifteen Tboufand Pound 
weight of Gold, of his Liberality, lies all in one 
Temple. All the Fanes in Rome (Line by his 
Gifts. Wherefore , Gentlemen , may 1 not juftly 
apoftulatth with the Gods, why they .have per¬ 
mitted the Majfacre of fuch a Prince \ unlefs it 
u perhaps, that they would ratfter. have him in 
their own Number ? I for my part vote him a 
God, and I prefume , that aU you will do the 
[me. But as for the Eleilion of another Em- 
ftror, it is a Matter in my Opinion, to be re- 
ftrrld back to the Army again. For Unlefs it were 
(main that the Perfon elected by us will be by 
\tbtnt accepted, it will both be dangerous to thet 
tltfftd, and bring an envy upon bis Friends. 

> v 

The Senate approved the Opinion of Ta¬ 
citus. But when the Army did perfift to fend 
to them again and again upon the fame fub- 
l«ft, they came at lalt to an A 6 t, which you 
trill fee in the Life of Tacitus, whereby they 
made Tacitus Emperor. 

Aurelian left only a Daughter, of whofe 
Poftcrity there are fome furviving at Rome at 

th« 
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perors of 
Rome. 
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this Day. The late Proconful of Cilicia , who 
is of the Name of Aurelian, and now lives 
fweetly in the Ifland of Sicily , a Senator of 
great worth, of an excellent Life, and the 
entire Mnfter of himfolf, is her Grandfon. 

What fhall [ fay now to obterve, that out 
of fo many Perfbns, that have fat npon the 
Throni of Rom from Auguftut down to Dk 
cltftan and Maximian , there hath hithefto been 
fo few, that have been good Princes ? The 
good Princes were thefe; Auguftut, Flam 
Ve[faft an, Titus , C occeius Nerva , Trajan, Hadrian, 
Antoninus the Pious, Marcus Antoninus , Stvtm 
the African, Alexander \ Severus the Son of 
Mammauf, Claudius and Aurelian, it is tnloj 
Valerian was another good Prince, but ha wai 
in all refpeds lo unfortunate, that he ought 
to be reckoned apart You foe, Sir then, how 
ihort the Number of the good Princes is; fo 
that it was well laid by a Jefter in the time 
of Claudius, that they might all be eafily drawn 
within the Circle of a Ring. On theion- 
trary, what a Series have we had of ill Prin¬ 
ces ! For not to mention the Vitellii, the Ca¬ 
ligula’s, and the Nerds of former Ages, What 
do you lay to th e*Maximint, the Philips, and 
that unfovory multitude, that drofs, that came 
up afterwards ? excepting only the Decii, whole 
Lives and Manners were comparable with 
chofo of the Antients. 

It may be asked, what it is that debauches 
Princes, and makes them become lo ill l And 
truly, my dear Friend, I will tell you. Licen- 
tioulncls, in the firft place; then the Plenty 

that 
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that furrounds them; then evil Counfellors 
?vil Guards, greedy Eunuchs, lewd or fofi 
eourtiers; nor can this laft be denied, Igno- 
ranee in the Affairs of the Publick. I XL 
^ ou i, * ^ ave heard it from my Father, that 
the Emperor Dtodeftan hath laid, when he Ji- 
ved pnvately at Salona, after his refignation 
then » nothing more dif- 

£ fc\\*° IT We \ For four or five Per. 

f ns lhall cabaj together, to put upon the 
Pnnce, and tell him what is to be done ♦ in 
the mean time, lie who is fhut up at home 
penetrates not into the Truth, and is forced 
to know no more than they cell him ; and fo 
J? ma !f es Psr^ons Magiftrates and Officers. 

whom 1 0Ug t C t0 ? void > and turns others our, 
yl 3S Dio cleft an 

aid, for thefo are alfo his words, The Good 

Be P PrmCe that * bought 

mitt r W c hldl 1 C , h , erefore remark, that you 
may pleafe. Sir, to obforve, that there is there¬ 
fore not any thing more difficult than the Arc 
ot Reigning well. 

J*»relian is many times accounted neither a- 
mongfo the ill, nor yet amongft the good Pri n . 
ces, becaufo Clemency, which is the firft Ho- 
l? l ir° aPnncc , Was wanting to him. Hi* 
P?f rce ^ was a thing which dimi- 
mlh d hts Character with the Emperor Dio . 
clefian i who, as he blamed the afperity of 
Maxtmman lohe often laid of Aurelian m the 
Hearing of Vercomus Hertnnianus , who was Cap- 
a n of the Guards to him, that Aurelian ought 
rather to have been continued a General, than' 

R i t# 
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to have been made a Prince. He laid alfo, 
according to Afclepiodotus, that Aureliati once 
confirmed with the Druids of Gallia, whether 
the Empire was to defcend after him upon his 
Pofterity. Their Anfwer was, that the Pofte- 
rity of Claudius fhould carry the greateft Name 
of any in the Empire. And certainly, the Em¬ 
peror Conjlantius is one of the Blood of Claw 
dim, whole Line will one day attain, I doubt 
not, to that Glory, which jvas fore-told by 
the Druids. But I only mention this in the 
Life of Aurelian , bccaule the Confutation and 
the Anfwer was made by, and to him. It may 
feem perhaps wonderful; as it is, I leave it to 
.the Judgment of Pofterity. 

Aurelian fixed the Tribute to be paid for 
C matter ever by Egypt to the City of Rowe, inGlali, 
lian. U1C * Faper, Flax, Tow, Corn, Oyntments, ando- 
ther Merchandizes. He had begun to make 
a Winter-Bath in the Quarter of the City, 
which is on the other fide of the Tyber, be- 
caufe of their want of Water there. He had 
begun a great Work to bear his Name at thl 
City of Ofiia, to the Sea; which was after¬ 
wards peifedicd and made into a publick Hall 
of Juftice. He enriched his Friends with mo¬ 
deration ; fetting them above the tnileries of 
Poverty, and yet below Envy. A Garment 
of Velvet he never either wore himlelf, ot 
allowed, in the way of their Salaries to any 
of his Officers. W hen his own Lady delired 
to have one only Gown of Cloth of Gold 
and Purple, he denied it, and laid. Far hit 
that we jhotild weigh Gold again[l Thread j be- 
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caufe a Pound of filken Thri'd purple dyed 
was worth at that time a Pound of Gold. He 
had intended to forbid the Gilding of Rooms 
and the working of Gold into Cloaths, and 
the Gilding of Leather, and 1 the. Gilding of 
Oliver. He laid. There is a greater Stock of Gold 
in Nature , than there is of Silver ; but the auan . 
Uty of the Gold tn faffing into the feveral ufes 
which it does, m Leaves and Thud, and Melt -- 
Wtjerifhes more than the Silver, and is more 
Uvsjhed. As for VefTels and Cups of all Gold; 

7 I( ^ ve any might ufe them, who 
pleaied. Gentlemen, he gave leave to have 
their Coaches filvered over, which before were 
only adorned with Brafs and Ivory. He al¬ 
lowed the Gentlewomen to wear fine Purples. 
ifhcrea6 before they .went in flowered and 
tmxt coloured Silks, or at the nioft, fomething 
that was only a little near to Purple. He was 
the nrft that fuffered the Common Soldiers to 
have their Buttons gilt. He was the firfb that 
gave them Linens. For before they had only 
Runet Coats, which were adorned with /ome 
one, or two, or three, or fome five Trim¬ 
mings. He added the weight of an Ounce 
upon the Fond of the Tribute Egypt, to the 
Dole at Rome; in which Charity, in the fol¬ 
lowing Letter he is pleafed to glory thus. 
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^he Emperor Jurdian to Flavius 
Jrabtanus, the Commiffioner of 
-ikfi Stores for the Publick Re¬ 
lief. 


A Mongfi other things , in 'which by the help tf 
the Gods we have 'done good to the Roman 
State, nothing is to me a greater Pleafun 
and Honour, than that 1 have increafed by tit 
addition of an Ounce, the publick "Dole of the 
City of Rome. To make which perpetual, 1 
have, accordingly appointed Officers in Egypt up¬ 
on the Nile, and others at Rome, t.o fee to the 
Importation of the Corn from Egypt. I have built 
up the Banks of the Tyber. I have digged tht 
Channel, deeper. I have offered my Vows to tit 
Gods, and to Eternity. I have confecrated tbtft 
things to the bleffed Ceres. It is your Duty now, 
my good Arabia nus, to take great care that ns) 
Orders be net iffued in vain, for nothing to m 
can be more pleafant, than to fee the People of 
Rome with their Bellies full, and their wttnti 
fatisfied. 


Together with the Qyl, Bread and Pork, 
which thefe People received by the Donations 
already eftablifhed, Aurelian was for giving 
them Wine, for which he would have made a 
pe/petual Fund by this means. The Country 
ol Hetruria in Italy on the fide of Aurelia, as 
far as to the Maritim Alps, hath large Grounds 
u ' which 
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which are covered with Woods, but ocherwife 
fruitful enough. Aurelian would have bought 
thefe incultivated Grounds of the Proprietors, 
as many as were willing to fell; and he would 
have employed upon them Numbers of Per- 
fons, that were Captives, who fhould plant the 
Mountains with Vines, and the Pibdiidi, with¬ 
out paying any thing to the Excheouer, fhould 

f i entirely to the ule of the People of Rome. 

n Account was taken of the Expence that 
this Work would cofi, and what quantity of 
Wine it would bring in. But either Aurelian 
was prevented by Death, before he could go on 
furtljir with it; or, as lome fay, he was diver¬ 
ted again from it by the Captain of the Guards, 
who was againft it, and faid, If we find the 
of Rome Wine, it only remains next that 
we give them Geefe and Chickens. Astreltan in Munifi- 
flie time that he reigned,thrice careffed that Po- cence ^ 
pulace with Largefles. He gave them Tunicks Aufeli in - 
of feveral forts, according to the Falhions of 
the Provinces from whence he had them. He 
gave them of the Linens of Egypt, and o- 
tner parts of Africa, He was the fir ft that 
gave them Handkerchiefs, which at the Pub- 
lick Shews of the Cirque they expreis their 
Applauses and their Acclamations by, that is, 
fluking and toffing them over their Heads. 

When he was at Rome, he did not love to 
live always in the Palace; he diverted- him- 
lelfmuch in the Gardens of Salu/b, or thole 
of Domitia. The great Gallery which is in the 
Gardens of Saluft, confiding of a Thousand 
Pillars, he adorned j and every day fatigued 
R 4 himlelt 
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himfelf and his Horfes there, for his Health 
which' was but indifferent. He caufed his 
Slaves and Servants, when they had done i)| 
to be killed or beaten in his fight; either becaiift 
it kept up Difcipline, and made the Punilh- 
ment the more exemplary ; or, becaufe he lo-, 
ved to feed bis Eyes with the Crtieltyi,. Hit 
Maid committing Adultery with one *df his 
Slaves, he punilhed her. with Death. Othei 
of his Slaves, that committed things again| 
the Laws, be delivered over to the Authority 
of the Laws, and the Publick Juftice. He Wj 
for fetting up a fort cjf a Senate of the M- 
men, or rather for reviving a Privilege, .flAkli. 
the Matrons antiently had of aflembhng them’, 
lelves upon certain occafions. In which,Af > 
iembly,the Pridftefles,thaci$,fuch as were byahe 
Law devoted to the Services of the Gods, ft 
the preheminence. He forbad all Men, the 
wearing of Red, or Wax coloured, or White, or 
Green Shooes; leavingit only to the Women 
to have fuch. He allowed the Senators their run- 
Foot-men; and the fame Livery as him. 
Jelf gave. Concubines of Wpmen Free born, 
he forbad. He limited the Number of the Eli*, 
nuchs, which the Senators boughr, becaufe they 
were rifen to a great Price. He had no Vef- 
Jel of Sliver in his Houfhold of above Thirty 
Pound weight. His Eating was generally of 
roafted Meat, and red tyine his Drink. When 
he was fick, he never made ufe oF a Phyfician, 
but cured himfelf chiefly by abfljnence He 
gave his .Wife and his Daughter ijo better Rings 
than if he had been a private Perfon. He 

gave 
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gave his Slaves the fame Cloaths, after he was 
Emperor, as he did before; excepting two old 
gen, Anufthi’u and GaUin, whom he treated as 
Gentlemen, and who after his Death were 
mpde Free by the Authority of the Senate, fie 
was feldom preferit at the PJeafiire of the 
Cirqudt but he was wonderfully -delighted with 
Mimieks and Jqflm In fine, Aur titan, ex¬ 
citing in fome domeftieje Seditions, had a 
ftjy fortunate time. The People of Rowe loved 
him. - The Senate both loved him, and feared 
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Fter Aurelian,, there followed an Inter¬ 
regnum for fix whole Months. Not 
occafioned by any Breach betwixt the 


'An Inter* 
regnum 

pf fig p - — / / -- *<»» *MV 

Months. Sen * te °i Rom * and the Army; but on the con¬ 
trary, the Senate deferred the Election of the 
new Emperor to the Army, and the Army de¬ 
ferred it again to the Senate, and the difpute 
betwixt them was grateful and very handfome. 
There was, as our Eldeft Anna); inform us, 
formerly an Interregnum after, the death of Ro¬ 
mulus t in the Infant-State of the Empire of 

Rome, 


Rome. But the differences betwixt that Inter- 
regnum and this, are niany. For in the for¬ 
mer, till filch time as a fit Perfon was pitch’d 
upon to lucceed the good Romulus , an Interrex 
ms exprefly from titpe to time appointed to 
GTcrternouc of the Senate: which then con- 
lifting of one hundred Members, each Mem¬ 
ber, whole Health did not difable him, took 
it in his courfe to be the Interrex for three or 
four, or five days: So the whole Year and 
more, that the Interregnum lafted, parted under 
the Government of the Senators; who reign¬ 
ed one after another, all of them, from the 
firlt to the laft, without diftinflion, becaufeas 
they were all of equal Dignity, fo they fhould 
all have an equal Tarte of the Empire. Like- 
wife during the Government of the Contois 
and the Tribunes of the Soldiers, which lart: 
had the Authority, but only notfhe Name of 
Conluls, whenever it happened that the Go¬ 
vernment was vacant, an Interrex was appoin¬ 
ted to A£i, till luch time as the Government 
was filled again. And though it maybe ob- 
jeited to this, That once, at that time, for the 
jpace or four Yeaj s, we had no Perfons in the 
Chairs of the Confuft 1 , nor any Magiftrates 
prefiding in the Nature of them; yet I anlwer 
that there were then Tribunes of the People, 
endowed with fiich a Power, that the Empe¬ 
rors who have enjoy’d tl\e fame Power fince, 
have thought it one of the brighteft Jewels in 
their.Crown. Nor is it any where averred, 
that then there was no Interrex neither who 
atied befides thefe Tribunes. Becaufe our niort: 

Auchentick 
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Authentick Hiftories (ay, that Vhen after, 
wards the Gonfuls were re-continued, it was 
the Interrex, who by his Authority (ummoned 
the Aflemblies of the People to do it j and 
therefore there was an hterrex then in the 
State. So that in this refpeft the State of Rohu 
was never fo vacant, as it was after the death 
of Aurelian: For here there was a perfect In¬ 
terregnum without any Interrex for fix Months- 
whereas before the State was never .without an 
Jnterrex, (o much as for two or three days. 

This was a rare and a difficult Gonjun&ure, 
It was no lets remarkable, if we ob(erv$ the per- 
feft Concord of the Army, the profound Peace 
of the People, and the venerable Authority of. 
the Senate in all that time. No Ufurper (fart¬ 
ed any where up. The whole World waited 
the Orders and the Judgment of the Senate, 
the Soldier#and the Pe6ple of Rome : There 
were no Fears nor Jealoufies of one Perfoiffot 
other. Every one kept to his Devoir, and 
which is one of the bed Principles in the Con* 
dud of humane Life, in reverence to himfelf. 
The Temperament of Men was admirable, 
and made the Delay i; (elf happy and worthy 
to be for ever remembred; That chofe who 
feek after Crowns, may learn, that Empires 
ought not to be raviffied, but to be deferved, 

The occafion and manner of the Delay 
that was made, was thus. Aurelian, as the 
laft written Life (hews, was killed by the Trea- 
fon of a wicked Secretary, who, as Fiftions 
and Falficies go a great way with Soldiers, if 
they are cold them either in their anger, or 

many 
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many times in their drink (though it is always 
next to a madnefs to believe them) drew in a 
Party of the Great Men of the Army, by an 
Incredulity on their (ides, into a Plot with him. 
to kill him. But all thefe Perfons being re*, 
turn’d to a better Sentiment, and (everely con¬ 
futed of their Error by the Army, it was be¬ 
gun to be confider’d, whom next to make Em- 
peror. The Army, who had ufed to fet up 
ati Emperor in a trice, hated thole who had 
had a hand in the Murder of Aurelian , and 
who at the fame time were of the Top of their 
Jody. So they fent to the Senate the Letter 
which you have in the Life preceding, where¬ 
in they delired that the Senate would, out of 
their Houle, make choice uf r>«,.f on to be 
their Prince- But the Senate knew, .'hat the 
Princes chofen by them, do not always p^aie 
th^Army, and they remitted the Choice to 
the Army again. This was repeated fo often 
in reciprocal Complements from one to ano¬ 
ther, that it was fix Months before the Senate 
came to the Eleftion of Tacitus, which was in 
the manner as follows. 

Upon the 7th. day of the Calends of Ottober , 
the Senate being met in' the Curia Pompiliana , 
Vtlius Cornificius Gcrdianus the Conful, fpoke 
thus to them: 

Fathers of the Senate , What we have often re¬ 
ferred to you already, we mufi now do it again, 
to cbotfe an Emperor • without whom, the Army 
(mot well fdbfift longer, and there is a NeceJJlty 
vbicb obliges us to it bejides. For the Germans 

have. 
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have broken into the Quarter on the fide of tbt 
Rhine, and have pojjejjed tbtmfelves there of 
Strong , Noble, Rich, and Powerful Cities. Anl 
though there is nothing mentioned of any Motion 
of the • Perfians, yet you may eaftly imagine, bn » 
light the Minds of the Syrians are, when rather 
than fuffer our Government, which is fo Jug 
they have defired Women to Reign, over then, 
What lhall I fay to you of Africa, of lllyricura, 
of /Egypt, and the Armies in all thofe Partil 
How long do you think can they fubfifi without m 
Emperor ? Wherefore, Gentlemen, go now abut 
it, and Name one: Either the Army void Amp 
him whom you (hall cboofe, or tbemfelvet wiJ 
cboofe fome other, if they refufe him. 

Tacit/.. the Chief and Prince of theSe* 
nat/% and to give his Opinion the fir ft, But 
as he was going to fpealc, all the Senate pre¬ 
vented him, and cryed; 

We Salute Tacitus, our Emperor, "the Gilt 
fave you. We Choofe you. We make you m 
Prince ; We commit the Care of the State and of 
the World to you. Take the Empire, given pu 
by the Authority of the Senate. Tour Place, jrn 
Life, your good Intentions deferve it. The Trinct 
of the Senate is very jitftly to be created the Se¬ 
ver aign. The Senator of the Ftrfi Voice udejer- 
h/edly preferred to be Emperor. And who is better 
to Reign, than a Per Jon of Gravity as you arel 
Who is better to Govern , than one that is Jo 
knowing as you ? We think it is an Happinejt 
and an Excellency in you to be Congratulated, 
That you have been long a Private Perfon, Tit, 
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who have gone through the Reigns of other Princes, 
know how to Reign your felf. You know very 
well how to Command, who have obferved and 
judged of the Government of others before you. 

Tacitus Anfwered: 

I am afionifhed, Fathers of the Senates That in 
tie Place of the moft Valiant Autelian, you are 
willing to make fuck an Old Man Emperor. How 
ami Jit, with thefe Limbs which you behold, to 
manage the Hart and the Spear, and to rattle it in 
Amour, and to be often riding in exalt Form for 
an Example to the Soldiers, Scarce can 1 fulfil 
tie Duties of the Senate ; I am hardly able to do 
tbtt, to which my particular Place confines me. 
Cmfider then more carefully, what an advanced 
Age you take out of the Chamber, and the Shade, 
It fend it into Frofis and Heats ? Can you believe, 
that the Army will approve of an Old Man to be 
at the Head of them ? Think upon fome other, 
who will better anfwer the Expectations which you 
have of him, and let mbe contented in a Private 
Lift with this, That you have unanimoufiy Loved 
me. 

The Senate return’d him thefe Acclamations. 

Trajan came pretty Old to the Empire. This 
was repeated ten times. 

And Hadrian came Old to 'the Empire. This 
was repeated ten times. u 

Antoninus the Pious, came an Old Man to 
the Empire. Repeated ten times. 

You 
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You remember that of Virgil) iEn. 6, 

-- Incanacjue ntenta 

Ren, Romani: Or, The Hoary Head of a 
Ring of the Romans. This was repeated ten 

^Who Governs better than a Man of tears ? 
Thjs was repeated ten times. • . 

We make you an Emperor,not a Soldier. inn 

was repeated twenty times. / 

Give the Word only, and the Soldiers will F/gw 
it out. This was repeated thirty times. 

You are Prudent, and you have a good Brotbtt 
living with you. This was repeated ten times, 
It is the Head that Governs, and not the Fut, 
(aid the Emperor Septimius Severn. This was 

repeated thirty times. , , 

We choofe you for your'Parts oj Mind, and nit 
of Body . This was repeated twenty times. 

The Gods fave you, our Emperor Tacitus. 

Then they went to take the Suffrages of 
each Senator in particular. The next to Tacit a 
was Mcecius Falconius Nitpmachus, who was ot 
the degree of a ConftiT. He being ask d his 
Opinion, difeourfed the Senate in thele words. 

Fat her i of the Senate, This moft Noble Houft 
hath ever rightly and prudently confulted the Gold 
of the State: Nor is there any Nation upon the 
Earth, from whom one ought to expeft a greater 
{hare of ftolid Wifdom, than from you. But yet l 
muft fay , That of all the In fames of your Wijdom, 
there never was a Determination pafsd by yon, 
more Grave and more Judicious,dbanwbat wf® 
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been done in this prefent Ajfembly. We have 
(bofen a^Perfon of an advanced Age to be our 
Prince, and one who may confult the Good of us 
alias a Fatbey\ Nothing from him that.is im¬ 
mature, that is unadvi/ed, that is ill , is to be 
feared. We may promife our (elves a Reign of 
all Sobriety, all Gravity, and as the State would 
in a manner have it. For he knows, what a 
Prince be hath always wijhedto himfelf to have • 
and he cannot give us a different one in bis owii 
Ptrfon, from what he hath defired to find m am - 
tier. Certainly if we will refieft upon thofe- Pro¬ 
digies of ill Princes of the Antient Times, I mean 
the Nero the HeliogabalusV, and the Coin- 
modus’/, b wifi appear, that their Crimes were 
m more the Vices of the Men, than {be Vices of 
ibtir Age. The Gods defend us from, 'having Soys 
It be our Sovereigns, and Children to be called the 
Fathers of our Country ; who mufi .have Mafleri 
It hold their Hands when they Sign their Orders, 
and will be invited to make Perjons. Confult, by 
tbe Sugar-plumbs and the Cakes, and every Chit 
Jilb Pleafure that is given them. What Reafon, I 
pay, is there to have an Emperor, who does not 
imw how to take tfie care of his Reputation ? who 
ices not under(l and what a State is i that fears 
bis Educator, is Commanded by his Nurfc, and 
liu under the Magifierial La[h and Terror of the 
Hands of his Mafler ? What Confuls, ivhat Com¬ 
manders, what Magijlrates is be like to give us, 
t)bin as to the Lives, Merits, Ages, Families 
•nd AWms of the Perfons whom he prefers, truly 
be underflands nothing at all of them ? But why 
m l here drawn to ht(low, Gentlemen, fo many 
S wordi 
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words upon this fuhjeB ? Let us rather C '.ongratu. 
late the choice , which we have wade of *s Prince, 
who is a Man of Years , than to iterate thofe things 
that have been beyond nseafure dfflbrable to tit 
Perfons that have fuffered under them. I give there • 
fore my repeated Thanks to the Immortal Gods for 
tbisChoict. 1 offer the fame likewife in the Name if 
the whole State. And to you, Tacitus, our Em- 
fern, l turn my felf to beg of you, tobefeech'ym, 
to intreat you, generoujly in the behalf of our Cm* 
tnon Country, that if it (hall bi the Will of tie 
Tates that'you. die whilfl your own Sons areftl 
but young , you would not make thofe Qhilim 
Heirs, after you, of the Roman Empire; norH 
fuch a nature leave this State, this Senate, ml 
the People of Rome, as if t he firft was no mm 
than your Villa, and' we all your Tenants ttl 
your Slaves. Conjider very well, and imitate tbt 
Examples of Nerira, Trajan,' bind Hadrian. 5 
is a great honour in a dying. Prince, to lovt bit 
Country mire than bis Iffue. ^ 

■ Tdeltas was extreamly moved, and the whole 
Senate ftruck with this Speech; and prefently 
they cryed, Wi AL All, fay■ the fame ; and lb 
the Houfe rofe. They went from thence unto 
the Field of Mars : where Tacitus having placed 
himfelf upon the Tribunal^ tAElius Cefetianb 
the Governowr of the City, fpofce thus tda 
General Aflembly, there met, of all the People: 

'■ Gentlemen-Soldiers, and you f He good Citizant 
add Commons of Rome; You have herji the Prim, 
whom by the confent of all the' Roman Amin, 

tht 
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the Senate bath made choice of to fill the Throne. 

Tbemofl Noble Tacitus, I fay ; who, tts h{ hath 
hitherto ajftfted by his Suffrages f y o. tjbe good ft he 
Senate, fo he is now chofen to do tfe. fapekyhis 
Qmrnand and Confutations, , . v‘ 

The People cryed, All Happinefi to the ,Ew 
ptror Tacitus, The Gods fave your Majefy,. a^d 
the like, as ufual. \ " 

It is not here to be omitted, what feveral 
have writ. That Tacitus was in his abfence, 
and whilfl he was in the Campagna, nam’d to be 
Emperor; which I cannot d?ny to be ta fame His an. 
measure true. For as loon as the Rumour had tviiiing- 
brolcen out, that .he was the Perfon intended 7 fff ttoa f 
to be Eleded, he retired from the Town,and p ne J^ m 
went and kept himfelf two Months ztliaja.. ,n ‘ >t>e ‘ 
But they fetched him irom thence again, arid 
be was prefent at this Ad of the Senatep a,s 
altogether a private Perfoft, and really, did de¬ 
cline his Elevation. For that no body may 
think, that 1 have rafhly given Credit to the 
Teftimony of any either Greek or Latin Wri»* 
ter as to this Matter, there is in the Ulpian Li- 
brary in the Sixth Apartment, a Book in Tables 
of , Ivory, in which this Ad of the Senate is 
regiftred at large, fiibfcribed by Tacitus him¬ 
felf in his own hand. It was a longtime; a 
Cuftom to Regifter fuch Ads, as concerned 
the Crown, upon Tables of Ivory. 

From the Aflembly of the People, Tacitus 
next went to the Camp of the Guards; where 
having taken his Place upon a High Tribunal, 

Mafus Gallicanus the Captain of, the Guards, 
direded himfelf to the Soldiers in thel’e words: 

S i My 

at 
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Jlfy very good Fellow-Soldiet's, The Senate 
hath given you the Prince whom you de/ired. That 
ntofi Noble Houfe bath readily comply d with the 
Will of the Camp. It ts not for me to fay mart 
to you , in the prefence of the Emperor bimjelf, 
Therefore hear him, who is our Mafier, attentive • 
ly, whilfi be Jpeakt to you. 

m 

Then Tacitus fpoke thus: 

When Trajatl came to the Empire, it is true, 
he was pretty well in Years, and he was appointel 
•by only one Perfon neither. But as for my felf, 
in the firftplace,you my excellent Fellow- Soldien, 
who know what Princes you do approve of, ml 
in the next, the mofb Honourable the Senate hitl 
adjudged me to this Place. It jhall be my catt t 
I will make' it my endeavour and my hujimfs, u 
furhifh you, if not with great Achievements, /it 
at leaf with Counfels worthy of you and ym 
Emperor. 

' . ' ’ * / - 

He promifed them a Bourity and their Pay, 
according to Cuftom ; and the firft Harangue 
which he made afterwards to the Senate, was 
this:, V 

Fathers of the Senate, So let me ever in fuel 
a manner Govern ' the Empire, as that I may ap¬ 
pear to owe my Eleftion to you, by wbofe Advitt 
and Authority I have refolved to do all things. Yu 
will therefore pleafe to Command and to Enjeji 
me j what you think to be for the Common good <n 

m 
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your felves , the Amy, and the People of Rome. 
He proceeded in the fame Speech to tell them, 
That he refolved to fet up a Statue of Aurelian 
in Gold in the Capitol, with others of Silver, 
in the Houfe ofthe Senate,in the Temple of the 
Sun, and in the Forum of Trajanl The/e latter 
were accordingly Dedicated; but that of Gold 
was not. In the fame Speech he provided, That 
if any Perfon publickly or privately adulterated 
Silver with Brafs, or Gold with Silver, or Bra/i 
with Lead, it fhould be Capital, and lofs of 
Eftate. Alio, that Slaves fhould not be Wit¬ 
ness againfl: the Lives of their Mailers; no 
not in Cafes of Treafon. He obliged all Per¬ 
rons to have Pi&ures of Aurelian. He order’d 
a Temple to be built, where they fhould fet up 
the Statues of fuch of the Deified Emperors 
as Reigned well • and offer Sacrifices to them 
upon their feveral Anniverfaries, the Birth-day 
ot the City of Rome, and the Calends of 7 a* 
wwrv. In the fame Speech, he defired the 
Gonlufhip for his Brother Florianus; but the 
Senate could not grant it; becaufe all the Con- 
hils, Ordinary and Extraordinary, that is, the 
Confuls for the whole Year and the Confuls 
for every two Months had been already ap¬ 
pointed by the Senate. Tacitus was much pleafed 
with the liberty which the Senate took to de. 
ny his Brother the Confulfhip, though himfelf 
had asked it j and laid, The Senate knows whom 
they have made their Prince. ' 

his Eftate, which Was worth fe» 
ren Millions of Crowns, over into the Ex¬ 
chequer; and the ready Money that he had, 

S i ’ by 
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bv him, he applied to the Pay oF the Soldiers, 
He wore the fame Cloaths as he did when he 
Mi pub- was a Private Mali. He put down'the Publick 
l,c 3awdy-houfes tyithin the City of Rome ; but 
%rs° f ~ this could not hold long. He order’d all the 
“ s ' Baths to be ihut up before Candle-light,’for 
fear of Difturbances being committed in them 
in the Night. He acknowledg’d Corn. Tacitui 
the' Roman Hiftorian, as his Relation, and 
commanded his Book to be let up in all the 
Libraries; and for the more careful preferva- 
tion of it to Pofterity, he order’d it every Year 
to be Copied over Ten times, and the Copies 
to be repoled in the Libraries and in the Cabi¬ 
nets of the Ingenious. He forbad all Men 
the wearing of Velvet. He pulled down his 
late Dwelling-Houle, and order’d a Publick 
Bath to be built in its place, at his proper ex- 
‘pence. He gave a hundred Columns of the 
Namdian Marble , of three and twenty foot 
each , to the City of Ofita. -The Poffeflion 
which he had in Mauritania, he Alfignedto 
the Repairs of the-Capitol. His Table Plate 
of Silver, which he had ufed in his private 
Life, he dedicated to the fervices of the Feafts, 
m$de in the Temples. He granted an En- 
fr^rtchifenient to all his Slaves that he had at 
Rome, of both Sexes, under the Number of a 
Hundred; J)ut no more, becatffe he would not 
exceed the hint of the Law. He 

JJjs mo^e- lived a very lpb<;r Life; never in a whole day 
W e $ th drank a Quart of Wine, and many times npt a 
Pint. Qhe Puller, a §wjne’s Cheek, and Eggs, 
fufficed for his pinner, with an abundance of 
' Herbs, 
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Herbs, and efpecially Lettuces, in which he 
paffionately indulged himfelf* becaufe he laid, 
that that was a profulenefs whfeh purchafed him 
Sleep. He loved the bitterer Herbs; feldonv 
Bathed, which I believe made him the ftronger 
in his Old Age: Delighted extraordinarily in 
the curious-wrought Glafles, and the levera) 
forts thereof, that are made in tAlgypt. His 
Breakfaft was never any thing, but a piece of 
dry Bread Icaloned with Salt, and the like. 
He was a great Matter in Archite&ure. Ha 
loved fine Marble, and ftately Buildings, and 
Hunting. In fine, his Table was Coarfe, and 
presented you with no Rarities: Not with a 
Pheafant, unlefs it was upon the Birth-day of 
himfelf or fdme of his Relations, and upon 
extraordinary Holidays. The Sacrifices, which 
he had ottered in the Temples, he always re* 
demanded home, and order’d them to be eaten 
by his Family. He fuffered his Wife to wear no 
jewels: He forbad all the wearing of any Em¬ 
broidery in Gold: For it was he, who had ad- 
vifed Aurtlian to forbid the fame, and to for 
bid the Gilding of Rooms, ‘and the Gilding of 
Leather. • It would be tedious to particularize 
in every thing concerning him, efpecially af¬ 
ter Suetonius Optatiams , who hath written his 
Life at large. If any Perfon be fo curious to 
know more, I refer him thither. As Old as he, 
was, he read the leaft-written Hand to a Won¬ 
der ; and he never intermitted a Nighr, but 
he either read or writ, fomething, excepting 
the day after the Kalends of a Month, which 
he look’d upon as Unfortunate. 

S 4 The 
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Thegreat Joy of the Senate, to be re-poflefled 
again of the Right of the Choice of the Empe¬ 
ror,was fuch as I cannot forbear to mention, nor 
is it fcarce ever to be forgotten. They order’d 
Publick proceffions to be made upon it, and 
pvery one promifed to offer a Hecatomb: They 
writ of it to their Friends, and not only to their 
Friends, but to Strangers abroad; and into the 
Provinces, for all their Allies and all Nations 
to know, that Rome had now recovered its An- 
tient State, and now the Senate chofe the Em¬ 
peror, and Reigned in a manner with him; 
and made the Laws; and the Kings of the Bor- 
bariaris were to fupplicate to the Senate, and 
War and Peace was to be Treated by the An. 
thority of the Senate. Some of thefe fort of 
Letters, for the greater fatisfaftion, I Will give 
you here, as follows: 

The moft Noble Senate of ^ome to 
the Magiftracy of Carthage , iendeth 


T HE Right of Conferring the Empire, and of 
Nominating and appointing our Prince, which 
we pray , that it may ever be Good , Happy, For¬ 
tunate and Wholefome to the Senate and the whole 
Dominion of Rome, is again returned to us. to 
us therefore dir tit the Reports, which you make of 
things of great moment . All Appeals arifrng 
from the Proconfuls ,- and other the ordinary Magi- 
fl.rafes, are to be made to the Govtrnour of the City 

• <f 
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of Rome. 1 Herein we believe, that alfe your Ho¬ 
nourable Body bath regained its Antient Dignity: 
For this is the prime Order of things, which by being 
obferved in its proper force, will preferve all the 
rift in their .Rights. 

The moft Noble Senate of T(pme to 
the Council of the City of Trier . 

A S you are and always have been a Free Peo- 
‘*7 ple» we do not doubt , but you are Happy, 
the Authority of Creating the Emperor is returned 
to the Senate: Together with which it is Decreed, 
that ad Appeals (had be made to the Governour of 
the City of Rome. 

In the fame manner, they writ to the Cities 
of Antioch, Aquileia, Milan, Alexandria , T hef- 
fdonica, Corinth, and Athens : Thefe were the 
Publick Letters. The following are Private 
ones, from particular Senators to their Friends. 

Mtromusfliberianus to dutronius Jujlus, 
his Father, wiftieth Health. 

My Good Father, 

N OWit is for you to come to be prefent, and give 
your Suffrage in the Senate ; its Authority 
being encreafed to the degree, of which it was in 
the former times. We now make our Princes, 
Name and Confiitute our Emperorsi therefore 
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mm be careful to recover your Health and cm, 
\md hear a part with the Senate m stsAntm 
Glory The Right of Creating the Proconfuls, end 
ordering the Proconfular Provinces, » rmstttlto 
usi and the Appeals of all Magsf rates and Of 
cert are returned into the hands of the Govemur 
of the City Rome. 

Claudius CapellUm to Certius Uecimt, 

his Unde, wilheth Health. 

W jlAf m lav. dwtyt /» w«cS ^|W 
for , we have now gained, good Str; TJ 
Senate is returned to its Antient State. We ruth 
our Princes, and difpoje of the Governments of tit 
Proconfular Provinces . Thanks to the Romad 
Amy. They have (hewn themfelves truly Ro¬ 
mans, and have reared to us the Power, «M 
hath been ever our due* Leave Baj^i and\QV 
zuoli , and your Retreat there. Com to the Torn, 
come to the Senate ; Rome Floursfhes, and jo dm 
the whole State. .We now appoint our Ernperm . 
We make our Princes. We, who have begun is 
make them, can dsfallow them too. A wordti 
the Wife is enough. 

It would be too long to adjoyn all the Let¬ 
ters of this kind, which I have feen and read. 
I only fay this, that all the Senators were ° 
elated with Joy for the return of their Antient 
Power, that in their Houfes they all flew their 
Sacrifices, and expofed their Images, j»n 
^loathed themfelves in White, and Feafted,«, 
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if they thought, that the days of their happy 
Forefathers were revived upon then}. 

All the Murderers of Aurelian , as well the 
better, as the worfe, after Tacitus was fettled 
in the Empire, he made it his bufinefs to put 
to death: notwithftanding the bafenefsofthat 
Murder had been already revenged in the Exe¬ 
cution of Mneftheus, the chief contriver of it. 
The Barbarians on the fide of the Lake Adaotss, 
in gr^t numbers made an Eruption. But Ta¬ 
rn partly by force, and other means, obliged 
them to retire. 

In fine, the chief Glory of the Reign of 
Tacitus was in the manner of his Elevation. 
For the time that he lived afterwards being fo 
Ihorr, what liberty had he for any thing that 
is Great? So that what Cicero lays, That it is 
iw re for our Honour, to have it told, how a Man 
ieih managed a Confulflrip, than how be came, by 
it, it takes no place here. Tacitus dyed in the 
iixth Month of his Reign, fome fay of a Sick- 
ne(s; fome, that he was killed by the Soldiers. 
It is certain, that he was opprefled with Facti¬ 
ons, and this work’d much upon his Mind and 
Spirits. 

He was both Born, and made Emperor in the 
Month of September: For which reafon, he 
liad a fancy to change the Name of that 
Month to his own. His Brother Floriancu fuc- 
ceeded him. 

He fcarce gave the People of Rome a Ljrgefs 
in all his fix Months, His Picture is drawn in 
live feveral Drefles, upon a Table in the Houfe 
rnsQuinrilii', in a0own,in a Veft,in Armour, 
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in a Cloak, and in a Hunting Habit. The Pre¬ 
faces of his Reign were thefe. In the Temple 
of Sybarite, one in a Fit of Frenzy, in which 
the Priefts delivered their Oracles, ftretcbing 
out his Arms, cryed with all his force, Tbt 
Ometii of Purple of Tacitus! The Purple of Tacitus! levee 
**',*"£” times. A Vine, which ufed to bring forth 

anaQeatb w { 1 j te Qrapes, the Year that he came to the 
Empire, began to bring forth Purple-colour’d 
Grapes: feveral other Tuch things changed to 
that Colour. The Prefages of his Death were, 
•That his Father’s Sepulchre flew open of it 
felf; his Mother's Ghoft appeared in the day¬ 
time, both to him and to Plorianus, juft as if 
(he was Living. All the Gods in the Oratory 
of hisHoufe, whether by an Earthquake or 
fome other accident, fell down: An Image 
of Apollo, which he and Floriantu Worfhipped, 
was found laid upon the Bed, without any 
hand to put it there known. Thefe are things 
that a great many mention: But I conclude 
this Lire. 


wn. 
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By FLAVIUS VOPf^.ys. 


r Here is but little to be laid of this 
Prince more, than that being the 
Brother of the Emperor Tacitus, 
he after his death feized upon the 
Empire, not by the Authority of the Senate, 
tat of his own Motion, as if the Empire was 
» go to him by Inheritance: though at the 
lame time he knew, that his Brother was Con¬ 
ned in the Senate, that when he dyed, he 
would not bequeath the Empire, no, not to 
his own Children. 




t Flortanus had fcarce held it two Months, but Fiorian 
e was killed at' the City of Tar fain Cilicia, flain. 
y his Soldiers» hearing that Probm was let up; 
and that all the Army had declared for. him. 

Indeed Probut wasio great a Man in the mat¬ 
ter 
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ter of War, that as the Army had chofehim, 
fo the Senate wifhed for him, and the People 
of Rome made open Acclamations to have 

^Fkrianus, though he had otherwife much in 
him of the Temper of his Brother, was very 
different from him in this Ambition, and this 
Thirft foe the Empire. He was profule 4 
fides, which hisThrifty Brother blamed m him 
They both together reigned fo (hort a time, 
that they look almoft like two Interrexes, 
ading betwixt the Reigns of Aurelian and 
Probus. Their Statues were fet up at Term, in 
Qmbria,- in Marble, thirty Foot highi d 
likewife- their Sepulchres did fometime lid 
there .^on their own,Grounds; but they 
were afterwards ftruck down with Thundt 
and Lightning, and fluttered to pieces. 

I\:ome in the next b place to Probur. i 
Commen• Prince, Confpicuous at home and abroad a and 
dationof j n w j, 0ITI are united all thofe great Exqellen' 
Probus. c j es ^ yviych Aar titan, Trajan , Hadrian , d 
Antomni, Alexander Severn », and Claudius, di¬ 
vided amongft them. He came to, the Em¬ 
pire with the concurrent Judgment of all Men 
of goodnefs. He governed it moft happily- 
He extinguilhed the Barbarian Nations in 
their Incurfions, together with divers Ufut- 
pers who would have fet therolelves up inn 
time. He was worthy! of his Name s which 
• •, the People would have impofed upon him, i 
it had not been his own by his Birch. Several 
fay he was promifedto the World in the Boow 
of the Sihls. Had he longer lived, he had lelt 

• # • fill 
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no Barbarians on the Earth. This Taft of fb 
great a Prince I give you here ,’ left as we 
are dayly, hourly, and every moment fub/eA 
to the ftroak of Fate, I may dye, before I can 
prefent you with his whole life: which I fhall 
the lefs care now, if I do; becaufe I have fa* 
tisfied my Ambition, and my great Defire, 
thus farj to hoQpjir his Memory., > * 



THE 


---------~,-r-t-+ 



r 











jya The Life and Riign ofthe Vol.jf, 

A. Chrifti 
Ccwxiif. ,.i 


i THE , 

Life and Reign 

OFT HE 

EMPEROR 
P R O B U S. 

By FLAVIUS VOPISCUS, 


I T is very true, what the Hiftorians St- 
luft, Cato, and Gelliut have fometimt 
faid; that the Praifes of all Men an 
altogether fiich, and fo railed, as thoff 
pleafe,whodefcribe their A&ions to the WorH 
Therefore Alexander the Great of Aiateln 
when he came one day, and faw the Sepulehn 
of Achilles, complained and laid* Happy tod 
who badjt fucb a Herald to Proclaim thee! Mean 
ing Horner y who hath fet out his Virtue) 
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and formed his Chara&er, with the utmoft 
force of his Will. And who, at this time had 
ever known of' the glory of Pompey the Great, 
and his three Triumphs for the War of the 
Pyrates, the War of Sertorm , and the War of 
MitbriJates, and many other A&ions which he 
did, that ennobled him, if Tally and Livy had 
not been his Hiftorians to Record his Fame? 
The Sexto's, Africattus, Na/tca> and all of that 
Noble Name, had- been laid under a perpe¬ 
tual darknefs, and for ever covered with ob¬ 
livion, but for the Hiftorians that have arifen 
to commend them. It would be tedious, nei¬ 
ther need I mention all the Examples, that 
might be brought of this Nature, which every 
ones own obfervation will furnilh him with. 
Ifou will rather ask me perhaps, my dear 
Itlfus, why do I take notice of this here ? It 
is truly, becaufe I fee here a Prince, who 
hough theEaft, Weft, North and South o- 
«yed his Empire, and all the parts of the 
World were reduced into an entire repofe by 
tint; and though neither the FunickWars* 
wr Gallia , nor PoHtus, nor Spain have pro¬ 
ceed hif equal, yet hisHiftory being unfor¬ 
tunately penlhed, be is in a manner unknown 
or want of Writers to perpetuate him. This 
wwever I am not willing to fee, Without con¬ 
futing my Service to redrefs it; and there- 
ore having to my power, as I Was defired, fi- 
lifhed the Life of Aurtlian, and to that ad- 
led thofe others of Tacitus and Florianus t I 
hall not be filentuport the Actions of fb great 
a Prince as Probus j and if ray life feites me, I 
T Will 
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will alfo carry on the Hiftory, as far as to D». 
tie fan and Maximan : not that I pretend to 
Eloquence, but only matter of Faft, which I 
cannot fuffer to periih. The Books that I make 
ufe of to this purpose, that I may not in any 
thing appear toimpofe upon arriendmipwHich 
is fo dear to me, Sir, as youri, -are thofe efped- 
ally in the Library ox Trajan , which is lodged at 
prefent in the Baths of Dioclefan, and the 7ik 
rian Library. Together with which, I have 
confulred the Regifters of the Scribes of the 
Porphyry Gallery, an<i the A&s of the Peopk 
and the Senate. And becaufe in the Colie 
fting the Hiftory of fo great a Prince, th 
Journal of i Turdulm Gallicanus hath very muck 
affifted me, I ought riot to be filent of the 
obligation which 1 have to the friendlhipof 
that very good and worthy Perfon. All there' 1 
fore that I would declare upon the whole, it 
this* that it is the matter of Fad only which 
I write; which if $ny one pleafes to let out ina 
Higher,, and a more Eloquent Style afterward), 
he is welcome. For it hath not been my de- 
fign to- imitate Salufi , Livy, Tacitus, Trent 
Tom fetus, or any of thofe moft Eloffcent Hi- 
ftoriansbut Marius Maximus, Suetonius Trefr 
ejuillus, Fabius Marcellinus, Gargilius Martiel, 
Julius Capitolinas , v£lius Lampridius, and ci¬ 
thers who have written upon thefe fort of 
things, not to fay, fo Eloquently, as with 1 
great deal of Truth. For it is my Curiofity 
to bring to light the Truth of many unknown 
and hidden matters concerning our Emperortj 
incited by your example, who the more you 
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know, the more ftill you defire to know of 
mem. 

Without further Preface then, this great 
and famous Prince Probus, who hath fcarcehis 
equal, m the Roman Hiftory, was born at the 

City of Sirmijh in Schvoma, or the Lower Pan - Probui^ 
mia. His Father was not of fo good Quality Birth-, 
as his Mother was. His Eftate was indiffe- f Uce and 
rent; Affinity-not great; however as well in ,ZT 
nis private Life, as after he was Emperor, he * * 
made his Noble Actions fpeak for him. Some 
\ l s was Maximus; who a£ 

ter he had ferved very well in the Office of a 
Centurion ; rife to be a Tribune, and died in 
ppt, leaving a Wife, a Daughter, and this 
wn. There is one Greek Author, who fays, 
that Probus was a Relation of the Emperor 
who was a moft Excellent and moft 
Noble Prince: which may perhaps be the more 
Credited, becaufe I find in the Journal of Tur- 
hilus Gallicanus, that after his death he was 
buried by Claudia, who was the Daughter of 
Crifpus, who was the Brother of Claudius. But 
I leave this to the Reader. • 

Trobus fignalized himfelf fo in his Youth, 
and was fo agreeable in his Perfon and Man¬ 
ners, that the Emperor Valerian early confer- Outs e ‘ 1 
red upon him a Legion, when he was in a 
manner Beardlefs. The fame Emperor in a Valcriarw 
Letter to GfiUienus, propofes him to the imita- 
ron of all the Youth : by which, by the way, 

»ne may take notice, that no Man becomes 
,er y great in his Age, but who lays down a ’ 

Sood Foundation for it in his firft years; and 
I T i chert 
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then 
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gathers within hitnlelf thofe ^SeeiJj, 
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which afterwards produce the Fruit of Great 
Actions. 

The Emperor Valerian the Father, to 
the Emperor Gallienus , the Son. 

H Aving always had'a good Opinion of Pro. 

bus, as young as he is 1 have made^ him a Tri¬ 
bune, following therein both my own Judgment, 
and that of all others i who fay he is worthy of hi 
Name ; that is, as Probus is his Name, fo pro¬ 
bity is his Nature and Char alder* I have giwi 
him the Command of Six Cohorts of- the Saraceni, 
together with the Troops of the Auxiliary Gauk 
and that Body of Perfians which ArtabaM 
Syrian bath fubmitted to us. 1 defire you, nj 
dearefi Son, that as I would have this Youth (i 
be the Example for all Young Perfons to mi 
/ate, you would take that care 'of him , and m 
ceive him with that refpett which his Pirluti, 
his Merits % and the Splendour of bis Naturally 
do deferve. 


■ v*: 
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The Onperor Valerian y to Mulvius 
Gallicanus the Captain of the 
Guards. 

> 4 

y OU may wonder perhaps, That I have made 
l. a Beardlefs Youth a Tribune, contrary to the 
Cmditution of the Emperor Hadrian. But you 
will fopn Ceafe to do fo, if you conftdcr what a ■ 
truly deferving Youth Probus is. I never think 
( him, but I compare together his Name and bis 
Qualities;.they do fo.jufitfie one another. If it 
had not been his name, be might have been en- 
titled Probus, bccaufe of the Probity of hts Tem¬ 
per and Alt ions. You will therefore order that 
there be given him, being but of an indifferent 
Fortune, to make up the Occafions of his Station, 
two Rujfet Tunickt, two French Robes with 
Clafps, two Linen Jerkins, one Vejfel of Silver of 
\en pound weight Ingraved ; one hundred An- 
tonine’s in Gold, one thoufand Aurelian s in Sil¬ 
ver, and ten thoufand Philips in Brafs . And for 
his ordinary Penfion, ten found of Beef, ten 
Found of Pork, ten Pound of the Flefh of the . 
Goat, a {Pullet every two days, one Quart } of Oil 
every two days, ten Quarts of Old Wine every 
lay, with Salt, Herbs, and Wood, as much as 
he wants. You fhall withal order him the fame 
Quarters, as to the Tribunes of the Standing Le- 
l«m. 


T * 
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In the War againfl the Sarmata, in which 
he was a Tribune, he parted the Danube, and 
a&ed with fo much bravery fo many (nines I 
that he. was publicity in a Courtjfi/pf War 
prefenced with four Spears; two CrdVfeis, iij 
Vrcemi- the form of a Trench; fbeing of'tl^t fort 
umsgiven which are given to fuch as firft entt5^%j?. 
h ,m ‘ nemies Camp;) one Civick Gr< 

Standards, two Bracelets of Gold,| 
of Gold, and one Piece of Plate of. 
of five Pound. The Civick Cr3w$ ^ 
given him becaufe he retook ouc^'of tin 
Hands of the gjtadi, a Noble Youtll, called 
Valerius Flaccinus , who was a Relation of the 
Emperor Vlltnan. Thefp PramiuhosyttK all 
delivered to him. by Valerian hjrhflK whoa 
the fame time railed him to the Command of 
the Third Legion, with this Elogimm 

My wall beloved Probus, 

I " 1 Hough it may feem Early , in refpehl of jm 
Age, that I prefer you to a Command'in 
the Standing Forces of the Empire, yet in refptll 
of the Actions done by you, I way rather bethought 
to have made it later, than I ought • Receivi 
therefore into your Tru(l, the Third Noble Legi- 
. on, which I have never given before but to a P(r- 
Jnn of moreyears, and my Jclf was in Gray Haiti, 
when l fir[l was preferred to it. But Ag& 1 
thing I have 110 rea/oti to wait for in you , ivk[t 
. Bravery]* fo [\nmng, and your Manners fo Chant¬ 
ing. I have ordered three Suits of Cloat hstok 
given you ; doubled your Pay, and appointed jo«t 
Standard-Bearer, 


Voi II. Emperor Probus. 

It would be too long a Work, to rim 
through the feveral A&ions of this Great Man 
in the Reigns of Valerian, GaUienus , Aurelian 
and Claudius, whilrt: he was yet in a private 
Capacity. How often he Scaled the Walls 
dntred the Enemies Trenches; how many of 
them he hath killed Hand to Hand, whatPre- 
fentshe received from the Princes, his Ma-. 
fters, and how he laboured by his Service to 
promote the good of the State. A Letter of 
Galhenus fpeaks thus of him. 

The Emperor Gallims to the Tri- 
bunejs of the Forces, of the Pro¬ 
vince of lllyricum, 

A Lthough the Fatal Necejjity of the Perfian 
War hath concluded, my Father a Pr if oner 
in the Hands of the Enemy, yet ' 1 have a Kinf 
mn, Aurelius Probus, in whofe Services I can 
rnfide with fecurity:' Ihat never to be named 
Tyrant, had never ufurped upon the Empire, if 
Probus had been Prefent. Wherefore I de,fire you 
•ll to obey the Counfels of a Man , who Is up. 
(roved by the Judgement of both my Father, 

W the Senate, 


NoVv though GaUienus was a (ofc Prince, 
which may feem to leffen the Authority of 
what he'fays; yet it cannot be denied, but 
w a Prince be never fo fofc, he will not how. 

T 4 . ever 
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ever trufthimfelf, but tq one, whom he knows 
to be very well qualified to ferve him. But 
though we Ihould fee afide the Teftimony 0 f 
GaUknm, what is to be faid to that of Aunlm 
who delivered over his own, which was the 
Tenth, and of all the braveft Legion in the 
Army* with whom hd had done fuch great 
things himfelf unto Probtss, with this Elogii 
of him. 

The Emperor Aurelian to Proks] 
wiflieth Health. 

T HAI you may know, how great an «: 

count 1 make of you , I give into jm 
Hands my Tenth Legion , which was given tern 
by the Emperor, Claudius. They are Men, vb 
by a, certain Prerogative of Happinefs are not to 
enftomed to have other Commanders, than irk 
afterwards are Emperors, 

By this one would conclude, that it was in 
the mind of Aurelian , if he had died his own 
death, and had not been killed* as he was by 
iurprize, to have made choice of Probus for 
his Succeffour in the Empire too, as well as in 
his Legion. 

Novy it would be tedio.us to adioyn to this, 
the judgments of the Emperors Claudius andl 
Tacitus.' The latter, it is faid, in the Senatej 
vvhen the Empire was offered to himi de* 
dared, that it ought rather to be given to 
' • Pnbut'< 
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Probtfs: and the firft Letter, which after ha 
was Emperor, he tent to Probtst, was this. 

The Emperor Tacitus to Probus. 

a 

T HE Senate bath indeed, with the good will 
andconfent of the Army, made me the Em¬ 
peror. But however you are to think , that as we 
an know , and the Senate knows your Worth and 
Abilities , the Burden of the Publick Affairs would 
have been better repofed upon your Shoulders than 
mine. Afftjl me in my Neceffities, and continue 
as you do to' Affert the Inter eft of the State. All 
the Eaft is by our order repofed under your Govern¬ 
ment ? wherefore we have encreafed your Salary to 
five times as much as it was ; we have doubled 
your Military Ornaments ; and appointed you to 
be ■ the Conful the next year in Conjuntlion with 
filf. Tour Merits call for no left •at mi 
Hands. , / 

4 , 

The love of the Soldiers towards Probus was 
always very great; he again loved them, 
and kept them in their Duty, purely by hj s 
kindnefs to them., He oftentimes had refeued 
them from the great Cruelty of Aurelian : he 
vifited the feveral Maniples, and examined 
their Cloaths and their Shooes; and what¬ 
ever Booty was at any time taken, he divided 
it all amongft them, and referved nothing to 
himfel, but the Darts and the Arms. Amongft 
other things, whether taken from the Alans, 
pr fome other of thofe Barbarians I know not; 

but 
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hut there was a Horfe, which was neither 
Handfome nor Large, but th p Prifoners faidL 
that he was To good a Runner? that he would 
go a hundred Miles a day, and continue it for 
' eight or ten days together. Every one chought 
that Probus would have kept this Beaft to him* 
(elf: but Probus laid, that (uch a Horfe was 
fitter for one that was for running away, than 
a brave Man. He ordered the Soldiers to 
draw Lots for Him. They writ their J'James 
and put them all into an Urn* Four that were 
in the Army; were of the fame Name with 
himfelf. But he,’ for his part, put in no Name. 
They drew, and the firft Name that came up 
was, Probus. The four Soldiers of the Name 
of Probus not agreeing to which of them 
the Horfe fhould go, becaufe each Challenged 
the Lot, he ordered all the Army to draw a* 
gain: the Lot that came up the fecond 
time ljras Probus again, and fo it was a third 
time, and a fourth time.. Which wasfo ftrange, 
that all the Army, together with thole of that 
Name who had drawn the Lots, Dedicated 
the Horfe to their Cdmmander Prebus. 

Probus did great things in Africa. He brave* 
ly engaged and .overcame the Martnori - 
cans. He came to the City of Carthage , and 
cleared that of the Rebels. He fought a fin* 
gle Combat with one Aradion in Africa, and 
flew him; and when he had done, becaufe 
Aradion was an extraordinary Stout and Re- 
folute Man, he honoured him with a great 
Sepulchre, which is extant yet, two hundred 
Foot high from the Ground, built by the Sol- 
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diersi for thofe he never feffered to be idle. 
Jbere are of his Works in feveral Cities of 
Egypt) which he built by his Soldiers. He did' 
io many things upon the River of Nile, that 
he much promoted the Affairs of the Corn, 
which is Imported into Italy in Tribute yearly 
from Egypt. He built Bridges, Temples, Por¬ 
tico’s, Bafilica’s, by the Hands of his Soldiers. 
He opened die Mouths of Rivers in many 
places, and drained feveral Fens, which he 
fitted for Tillage and Pafture. He Fought 
the Pofmyrcni, who in the behalf of Odenatus 
and Zenobia defended Egypt again (l the Em¬ 
pire. The firft time lie came off with Sue- 
ce/s. The fecond time, he was a little Raih,and 
■ was near being taken. But afterwards reco¬ 
vering his Strength, he reduced Egypt and the 
greateftpartof theEaft, unto the Obedience 
of Aurelian. Since therefore upon the ac¬ 
count of fo many and fo great Virtues, he 
mined in the Eyes of the Empire, at the time 
of the death of Tacitus, though Florianus im- 
mediately pretended to fucceed his Brother, yet 
all the Oriental Army declared Probus Em¬ 


peror. 

The manner of his Elevation may be feme- His Etc- 
thing plealant, which was thus. When the vation to 
News came ot the death of Tacitus > the’Forces & mm 

in the Eaft were for preventing thofe in Italy * ire ' 
and alio for preventing the Senate’s making 
the Emperor a fecond time. The Qpeftion 
was, whom' they fhould pitch upon. The 
Tribunes went about the Camp, and difeourfed 
the Soldiers, Maniple by Maniple, and Bat¬ 
talion 








284 The Life and Reign of the Vol.n, 

talloii 1 by Battalion; Saying, we mull have one, 
who is a Man of Courage, Goodnels, Mo. 
defty, Clemency, and Probity. Probity to 
be fure; brought up the Rear of all the Vir¬ 
tues, which they defired to find in him ; till 
, repeating the fame fb often, the whole Army 

took the Hint, and unanimoufly, as if they, 
were Infpired to it, cryed a Probus. We Salute 
Probus our Soveraign; the Gods fave your Ma- 
jefty. Then they ran and ere&ed a Tribunal of 
Turf, and took Probus and proclaimed’him 
Emperor, and put upon him a Cloth of Pur> 
pie, which was taken for the purpofe from off 
a Statue in the Temple, and from thence they 
carried him to the Palace > he &ll the while 
moving againft his will, and drawing back, 
Vntoit- and often faying to them. Gentlemen, Thu 
lire to u pot Convenient for your [elves, You will not 
taw it up* we U under m e. I cannot flatter 'ulflh you. 

m am. 'The fit’ll Letter, which He afterwards lent 
to Capito, the Captain of the Guards, was* 
this. 

A S I have never Coveted the Empire , jo I 
have taken it upon me againjl my wiH. It 
1 is a nsoft Invidious thing \ and yet it is not free for 
me fo help my / elf. 1 mufl Aft the Per [on, that 
the Army hath impojed upon me, I befeecb, you , 
Capito, enjoy , as you do, with me the (hare, and 
the Command that you have, m the Interefls 
of the State •> and provide Convoys and Provi • 
fions , and whatever is neceflary every where 
for the Soldiers, I, for my part , if you take 
the care , that all things be done well , (hall be 
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glad to have no other Captain of the Guards 
than you. * 

The Guards therefore, and the Army in 
Italy, hearing of the Elevation of Probus than 
whom they knew, that no Perfon was more 
♦delervtng, they killed Florianus, who had pie- Florianui 
tended to take upon hint the Crown, as it were /*#* 
by Inheritance; and without more Disturbance 
the whole Empire was deferred to him, by the 
confent of both the Soldiery and the Senate. 

For to the latter Probus lent the following Ha¬ 
rangue, which they anlwered with all the 
marks poflible of Joy and Approbation. 

Father* of the Senate, 

1 7 was very well , and very regularly done 
the lad Year , that the Roman Emperor was 
created b^Qyour Exeellencies, and out of your own 
Body, who both are , and always have been, and 
will in your Pofierity ever be the Soveraigns of 
the World. I wi(h that Florianus had waited for 
the fame again from you; and that he had not 
Challenged to hirrifelf the Empire, as if it was 
bit Inheritance i or, that he or any other Perfon 
bad. been exalted to it by you. But he having ’ 
feiZitd it on his own Head, and the. Army having 
deferred it to us, and punijhtd upon him an at¬ 
tempt in which be did Ujurp, I refer my ftlf wholly 
to the Commandi of your Excellencies to judge of 

m Defervings, and to do with me as you 
flea/e. J 


The 
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The Senate being met upon the third 
day of the Nones of February, in the Tempi 
of Concord, paffed the Aft in the favour of 
Probus, in this manner. 

The Conful nAEltus Scorpianus , faid to them. 

Gentlemen, Tou have heard the Letter of An-' 
relius Valerius Probus. What fey you to it f 

They cried, The Gods fave the Emperor Pro- 
bus. We welcome bis Majefly to the Crown. Ten 
have been long a worthy, Brave, Juft, and Gotl 
Commander and General As you dre an Ex¬ 
ample to the Army, be an Example to the Empiri, 
The Gods fave you. Reign in Happinefs > an Aft 
fertor of the State, and a Mafler of Wat, Reifa 
in Happinefs. The Gods preferve you and youm I 
The Senate bad already Chofen you injJuir mimOl 
Tou come after Tacitus in refpegl Wthe Agin 
which you are of ; but you are before all in eft I 
things elfe. We thank you, that you have 0 »$J| 
taken the Empire. Defend us, defend it. Wi\ 
may well commit our Jelves to you, who bait I 
already preferved us. A Conqueror of the Franks* I 
Goths, Sarmathins, Parthians: you are "allthings, I 
and always have been wort by of the Empire, Uiif -1 
thy of Triumphs. Proceed am Reign in all Hap -1 
pinefs. I 
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Fathers of the Senate, 

T Hanks to the Immortal Gods, and above the 
refi to the mofi excellent Jupiter, who bath 
given us fueb a Pridce, as we havl ever w2 
» "W IfJ»e consider it wed, we have' 
want now of either Aurelian, or Alexander 
Severus, or the Antoninufles or Trajan or 
Claudius. We have ad things, and all their Fir 
y * tbis one The knowledge of Way 

Clemency, a good Li fe, an exemplar of a Patriot * 

ZiofTVl\ the ?* r Won. What 

madfl ht W0 l U Vj >m ' t0 whtcb be hath not 
made known his V,glorious Arms ? witnefs the 

JJarmoncans « Africk, vanned by him- 

vttnefs tljc Franks, whom he hath overthrown 

I'*'" Tu Un lt hle Fm ' ***# Ger- 
mans and the Almains; whom how far hath 

^ nnith F f an i s the Rhine? What 
mil I Jay more, of the Sarmatians, the Goths 
(be Parthians, and all the Country upon the 
Euxine ? Everywhere do the Trophies of the Fa. 
Ij of Probus flourifh. It would be tl ll t0 

?*£>”% K T ° f£reat Nations hatb he put 
flight! What Captains hath be killed withhit 

What numbers of Arms hath betaken 
hts time . The Letters of our Emperors which 
»reupon the Records, jhew wbat Publick thanks 
h hath received from all tbofe for bis Jig„ a l Ser¬ 
vices. My gtfod Gods ! How many times hath 

wt^r med u tK s mitar y ™W,? 

What Elogtums hath he had from the Soldiers > 

■ Whilfi 
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be was bat a Youth, he was a Tribune of 
the Auxiliaries ; and not long after , he was mad, fjjj., 
the fame in the Roman Legions. Wherefore, thou' 
mo(t excellent and tnofi powerful Jupiter, and Juno 
the gueen, and thou Minerva the Prefidentof 
Arts, and thou the Goddefs Concord, and tit 
Goddefs Vi&ory, grant ye this Favour to the St. 
nate and People of Rome, to our Allies, , and to 
Foreign Nations, that Probus may Reign as Hap. 
ply, as be hath ferved. I, Gentlemen, with all 
your Conftnts, do Decree to him the Style and 
Title of our Oefar and our Emperor ; and I all 
thereto the Proconsular Power, tbs. Honour of tit 
Title of Father of our Country, the Sovereign ion- 
tificate, the right of a third Reference, and tie 
Tribunitian Power. They cried, We ad, d,, 
fay the fame $ and lo the Houle rile* - ; 4 

Probus having received this A&of ths Se¬ 
nate, lent a fecond Letter to them} by which 
he permitted them to Judge of Appeals > to 
Create the Proconfuls; to Create Lieutenants 
with Conlular Power, over L'egatorian Pro¬ 
vinces ; and Prelidents with the Power of Pr«- 
tors; to Confirm and Conlecrate.by their De¬ 
crees, the A&s which he thought fit to mate 
himfelf. Then he by feveral ways punilheda* 
many as were yet alive, of the Murderers of Aa- 
relian ; and yet he did it with more Tendernefs, 
and more Moderation,than either the Army,or ,j 
Tacitus had done before. He punilhed alio | 
thole who had been the Murderers of Tacitus, 
He pardoned the Accomplices of Florianutv 
becaufe he thought, becaufe he thought that 

# they 
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they followed him not as an Ulurper, but as 
their laft Princes Brother. He accepted the 
Obedience of all the European Forces, that 
had made Florianus Emperor, and killed him 
when they had done. In the next place he 
let out with a Puiflant Army for Gallia • which 
firft fell into Confufion upon the Death of 
iojlhumius ; but was overrun with the Germans 
hnce the death of Aureliah: He fought there p ro bu* hie 
feveral great and happy Battels; infomuchthat Success 
lie recovered fixty Noble Cities which were ugasnft 
fallen into the Hands of the Barbarians; He t . Barb;I< ’ 
retook all the Prey befide, and all the Riches naD, ‘ 
which they had fucked out of the People, and • 
raunted themlelves infolently in: he flew of 
them, whilft they were roaring up and down 
the Country in lecurity, as far as to the Bor-, 
ders of Italy, nigh four hundred thoufand, and 
the remaindfer'he drove beyond the Rivers of 
Elbe and Necker. He took as much Booty 
from them, as they had before taken from 
the Romans ; befides which he planted Roman 
Colonies and Garrifons • on the Barbarian 
Soil, and placed his Soldiers upon them. He 
affigned Fields, Barns, Houfes and Maga¬ 
zines for all the Forces, which he fixt on the 
other fide of the Rhine : Heads of the Barba¬ 
rians were daily brought to him at the Price of 
a Crown of Gold a Head : nor did he forbear 
lis Purfuit of them, till Nine of their Petty 
Kings of leveiral Nations came, and threw 
ihemlelves at his Feet: from whom he fir/t de¬ 
manded Hoftages, Which were prefently given; 

Inert Corri j Gdttel drtd Sheep: lome fay, he 

com- 
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commanded them, not to u{e a Sword again, 
but to expert the defence of the Roman Amu, 
in cafe they were attack’d by any Enemy, 
But this is fb hard, that I think it cannot be; 
unlefs the Conquers of the Romans had been 
more extended, and all Germany had been re¬ 
duced into a Province. However he feverely 
punilhed inch with the content of thofe Roy- 
colors themfelves, as continued to keep back 
any of the Spoil, which they had taken upon 
the Roman Provinces, and did not faithfully re¬ 
turn it. He accepted of a Draught of lixteen 
thousand Young and Frelh Men out of the 
* Forces of thefe Barbarians; which he difperftj 
into feveral Provinces of the Empire, and in¬ 
ferred them into the Legions, and into the 
Garrilons upon the Frontiers, by about fifty 
or fixty in a Legion; faying, That though it i 
good for the Romans to ftrve themfelves of ik 
affiances of the Barbarians jet that affifi ante eugk 
rather to he felt, than feen. So having fettled 1 
the State of GaSia, he fenc the following Let* 
tef to the Senate. 

Father* of the Senate, 

I Give thanks to the Immortal Gods , that tbt) 
have approved and jufiified your Judgementi, 
in your Choke of me: all that broad and extenlti 
Country of Germany is fubjugated. Nike King 
of the feveral Nations have in the humblefi math 
tier cafi themfelves at my Feet. Nay rather) I 
fhould fay, it is at your Feet> They tall now P/tfty 
and Sow for you; and tbcyfight for you, agaifip 
the refi of your. Emmies. Ten wifi therefore of- 
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foint the Proceffions and Thankfgivings to the Gods 
as ufual. Four hundred tboufand of the Enemy 
are flam ; and fixteen tboufand others , v/Ub their 
Arms, are come into our Service. Sixty Nolle 
Cities are recovered out of the Slavery of the 
Enemy, and all Gallia is entirely fet At Liber - 
t). The Crowns of Gold, which all the Citiei 
°f Gania have prefentedmt with upon this occa- 
fm, I have remitted to'you, my Fathers, to be 
by your Hands Confecrated to the mofi Excellent , 
fid mofi mighty] upiter, and the refi cf the Im¬ 
mortal Gods and Goddeffes, All the Spoil) which 
tfa had taken from us, is retaken , arid a great 
ttal more and better to it. The Fields of Gallia 
F» Pernod with the Cattle of the Barbarians, and 
toe German Beafis yield their Captive Necks to 
mr To'aks. AU their Sheep graze now upon out 
hfiure, and their Horfe are with our Horft, 
m our Barns are full with their Com. What 
ml I fay more ? If we have left the bare Soil 
'“baps, it in all : their Goods are all in our Pof- 
Jon. JVe have been fometime thinkings my Fa¬ 
thers, to appoint a new Vrefident of Germany, 

But we have deferred it, as yet to another op- 
Urtunity, when the Divine Providente fhall fiill 
further have prof pend our Arms. ‘ 

From Gallia, he went into Illyricum, I n his ' 
ny to which he fo fecured and eftabli/hcd the 
reace of Rbatia, as nbt to leave the leaft fufpi- 
m of any Danger from thence. In I/lyri- Iiis Con- 
he lo feverely beat the Sarmatiahs. and I uc(l ?f 
titers who had thru ft themfelves in there, that ^ ie 
|>e eafily recovered all the Places and Spoil, 

U » which 


*jft 




The Life and Reign of the Vol. I 


which they poflefled, without almoft making 
more War. He carried his Arms into Thu «, 
arid ' Dacia t where all that Gotbick People, a f 
frighted with only the Fame of his Aaiohs 
and feeing the antient Power of the Empire 
revived in him, fubmitted to him, and became 
i his Friends.. Then he Went into the Eaft, fo 

took and flew, in his way, a Robber, of great 
Power, called Palfrurlus » which was a means 
of the recovery of all the Province of Ifwu 
in the Lefjer Afia, to the Obedience of the 
Laws of the Romani, He entred either bj 
force or friendlhip into the Places poflefled bj 
the Barbarians in that Province * and when fo 
had done, he faid, it was a Country in which, 
it was eafler to drive the Robbers that ink 
fted it, from one place to another, than tow* 
extirpate them, and to rid the Country of them, 

All the Avenues and Straights he gave to be 
enjoyed and inhabited by Veterans, and Super- . 
annuated Soldiers,under a Law,that they (houldlnat 
fend their Sons to the War at the Age of" 
Eighteen, left they take to be Robbers, be¬ 
fore they come to be Soldiers. 
mi Hit- He reduced unto a peaceable fubjeftion all 
Jhrn Ex- the parts of Pampbylia, and the other Pro- 
petition, vinces adjoyning to I/auria, and fo followed 
his Journey into the Eaft. He Conquered the 
Blemmya, of whom he lent fome Prifoners to 
Rome , who were a wonderful Speftacle and an 
Admiration there to all the People. TheCidetl 
of Coptos and Ptolemais in Egypt he took, andlNati 
delivered them from the Barbarian Yoak, and 
adjoyned them to the Empire. The Fame 

whereof! 
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whereof wrought lb upon the Per fans, that 
they lent Embafladours to him, confef- 
/ing the fears which they conceived of his 
Arms, and defiling a Peace. He received 
thole Embafladours very proudly, and fent 
them home with worle thoughts than they > 
came. He refufed the Prefents, which they 
brought him from the King their Mailer, and 
wit thereupon this Letter to Narfem, the Go¬ 
vernor of Armenia , for the King of Perfia. 


A L L that you have, will be mine ; 1 won¬ 
der therefore, that you fiiould think to gra- 
lift me withfucba Handful of things, Tou may 
fltafe to take to your felf again ,, what you fo 
mch delight in: when we would have them, 
>e know bow we ought to pojfefs our [elves of 
them. • J 


This Letter was a matter of great Confter- 
ition to Narfeus, elpecially as it was accom¬ 
panied with the New? of the taking of the 
Cities of Coptos and Ptolemais from the Blem- 
» a °d the putting thole People to the 
Slaughter; who before had made themlelves a 
Terror to all their Neighbours. 

After the Peace of Perfia, Probus returned 
lagam into Thrace ; where, upon the Lands of 
■the Roman Empire he planted one hundred 
thouland of the Bafiarna, who all kept their 
aith with him: but others of the Barbarian 
Rations, of whom he tranfplanted great num* 
P ( in «ke manner, that is, of the Qepidi, the 
prth bVandqUy all thele broke their 
1 U 3 Faith, 
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Faith, and whilft Probsts was imployed in tby 
Wars with Saturninus , and thofe who pre* 
tended to Ufiirp the Empire from him, they 
rofe, and found a means to over-run altnolj 
all parts, by Sea or Land, to the trouble and 
the difhonour of the Roman Name $ till Pro. 
bus at length by f^veral turps let upon them, 
overcame them, and opprelTed them, and left 
to few of them the happinels of getting home 
in fafety. 

^ Thefe were his Actions with the Barba, 
rians. His other Troubles were fiich, as be 
ftffered from the attempts' of particular am¬ 
bitious Subje&s, who were for fettlng them* 
Bis int*) felves np for the Empire; one of whom wt$ 
Saturninus, who ufurped the Empire of the 
Troubles. £aft, and who engaged Probus in leveralBa!- 
teas; till Probus by his known Gallantry over, 
came him, and with the fame Conqueft elta- 
blifhed fuch a firm Peace in the Eaft, thatnot 
a Moufe dared to ftir more there. The others 
who pretended to the Empire ip like manner, 
were Proculus and Bono jus at the City offo. 
logne ; who challenged to th£m felves all thy 
Provinces of Britain , Spain, and Gallia. But 
the Germans refufed to aflift them in their fil¬ 
ter prize. The Arms of Probus prevailed oyer 
both thefe, of whom, as alfb of Saturninus and 
Firmus , a more particular'account will follow 
afterwards by them felves. A,fter this. Pro,hi, 
permicted to nWQallii, Spain, qn. d Pannonfs j 
the liberty of Planting Vines, and nia^ln| 
Wine : he let his own Soldiers upon dlggifij 
the Mountain Almas, which is by the City 
" • r Simm 
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Simians in the Lower Pannonia,At\d he planted 
it him felf with an excellent Grape. 

Coming to Rope, he entertained the People His 
there with the Publick Games and Paftimes in g™ *• 
a manner which was very magnificent; bo¬ 
lides the Largefles, which he gave amongft 
them. He Celebrated a Triumph for his Con¬ 
queft of the Bltmmyse, and the Germans in 
which he had Troops, to the number of fifty 
in a Troop, of Men of all Nations that 
marched before him. He gave an Entertain¬ 
ment of a Chafe of Beaftsin the Cirque, which 
was very Generous. The People firft Hunted* 
and then fhared the Beads amongft them. The 
manner of it was thus; the Whole Cirque was 
turned into the nature of A Foreft. Great 
Trees pulled up .by the Roots by the Soldiers, 
were Planted u£ and down, on Beams co¬ 
vered with Earth, the Trees green and frelh* 
and then by the feveral Paflages which opened 
into the Cirque, entred a thoufand Oftriches, 
a thoufand Stags, a thoufand Boars, a thou¬ 
fand Deer, Evecks, wild Sheep, and other Her- 
batick Animals of as many kinds as could be ( 
bad ; all which the Populace beings let ini 
upon them, encountred, and killed, and took 
efefy one what they cou|d. Another day he 
paufed a hundred great Lions to enter into the 
Cirque at once, who railed a fort of Thun*- 
dec with their Roaring. AH thefe were killed 
upon the pl^ce, and in thefe Encounters many 
or die Men, that fought with the Beafts, by 
accident have killed one another. Then came 
forth a hundred Ukjan Leopards, a hundred 

V 4 other 
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other Syrian Leopards, a hundred Lionels 
and three hundred Bears; thelfight of a jS 
which was not to be laid lo grateful, as it waj 
great Next appeared three hundred couple 
of Gladiators, amongft which were feveral 
of the Bltmmya, who had been led in Tij. 
umph, feveral Germans and Sarmatians , and 
lome alfo of the Robbers that , had been 

taken and brought out of the Province of 
IJauria . 

After thefe things, as Probus was preparing 
for a War with Perfia, and was come, on hn 
his Death way, fk as to the City Sirmium in Sclavotiii. 
avdthe the Soldiers plotted together and killed b. m 
Occafion. The occafions whereof were thefe. Firft be 
caule he never fuffered them to lie idle: for, 
he employed them upon many other Work 
befides thofe of the War, which he finilfl 
by their Hands; andfaid, that Soldiers ought 
not to eat the Bread of the Country for no* 
thing. The next thing was, that he fan), 
that he hoped in a Ihort time he would make 
it fo, that the State fhould have no need of 
Soldiers. Which is a great faying, and expref* 
les an extraordinary force of Spirit. Haytm 
more need of Soldiers! Why, what is it but ip 

n ntr } ,, R . mant ^all univerfally Reign 
and Poflhfs all things in fafety ? Secure of the 
whole Earth' for their Empire, there fhall be 
no more of making Arms,nor gathering Mag* 
zines, nor Convoying Provifions > the Ox 
fhall be kept for the ufe of the Plow, and the 
rione tor the Services of Peace; an Univer* 
lal Peace! There fhall bejno more Wars, no 

leading 
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leading into Captivity ; the Laws of the Ro¬ 
mans and their Magiftraces fhall every where 
prevail in vigour. My AfFeftion to fo excel- 
len an Emperor would Tranfport me further, 
than the Quality of the Style in which I write, 
does require or permit. But I fhall only add a 
third thing, which above all haftened the Fa-. 
til End of this Great Man. When he came to 
Sirmium , defiring to Fru&ifie and to Dilate the 
Borders of the place of his Nativity, he fee 
feveral thoufands of his Soldiers upon the 
drayning a Fen; which was'to be done by 
making a great Fofs to receive the Waters, and 
exonerate them by an Out-Jet into the Sea; 
and fo the Ground might become of ufe to the 
People of Sirmium. The Fatigue of this Piece 
of Work fb inraged the Soldiers, that they afi 
kited him; and as he fled for fafety into an 
Iron Tower, which himfelf had built there 
for a Watch-Tower very high , they killed 
him in the fifth, year of. his Reign: however 
afterwards the Army unammoufly built him a 
lofty Sepulchre,- whereon in Marble was In- 
graved this Infcription: Here lies the Emperor 
Probus; who was a Prince of true Probity , ac¬ 
cording to his Name . The Conqueror of all the• 
Barbarian Nations, and the Conqueror of the Pre¬ 
tenders to the Empire in his time. 

. When I compare the Emperor Probus with 
others of the Roman Princes his Predeceffors 
imd almoft with all our Great Captains of the 
former time, whole Fortitude > whole Gle- - 
mency; whofe Prudence: whole extraordina¬ 
ry A&ions have fignalized them to Pofterity* 

I am 
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I am apt to think that this Perfon was equal to 
them, or if I may fpeak it without envy, he 
excelled them. In the five years of his Reign, 
he finiflied fo many Wars, in fo many feveral 
parts of the World, and all in his own Perfon, 
that it is a wonderful thing, which way he 
rendred himfelf fufficient for all thofe occali- 
ons. He did many Valiant Actions in Battle 
with'his own Hand. He formed feveral fa- 
mous Commanders. Cants, Diocleftan, On- 
ftantius, Afcltpiodotus, Antttbalian, Leonidei^Ct- 
croptus, Pi/onianus, Hmnnian , G audio [us, Ur- 
/ man, Herculiut, Max'midn, and others whom 
our, Fathers have admired, and of whom fome 
have fince approved themfelves good Prince 
upon the Throne, were All formed by the 
Difcipline of Probus , Now let any one, who 
pleafes, compare with this the twenty yearsof 
the Reigns of Trajan and Hadrtan: let him 
compare as many of the Antoninuffes j or whit 
ihall I fay, of the Emperor Au^ufius, becaule 
the years of his Reign are fcarce very well de¬ 
termined? Not to mention all fuch as have 
been ill PrincesThat famous Expreflion a- 
lone of Probus, That ina fhort time there fhotild 
be no need of Soldiers, fhews his vaft dengn, 
and what he Hoped to have been able to ef 
fe&. He feared neither the Barbarians abroad) 
nor Ufurpers at home; he was affured of his 
own Conference. And to what a happitiefi 
had we all arrived, if he had lived to main 
good his words? to have feen all the Province* 
free from Ta*es, no Army to pay, the Rom 
TYe^fures abiding Eternal and unexhauftibWi 
T nothing 
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nothing fpent by the Prince, nothing taken 
upon the Subject! Certainly it would bpe been 
a golden Age. We had had no more to do 
with Camps: no more of the nojfe of Arms, 
nor of the Hammering them: The Soldiers 
that now difquiet tb? State with Civil-War, 
would have Cultivated the Fields or followed 
Navigation, or fought their Employs in the 
Arts, and no more b|ood fhed! Ye good Gods, 
in what hath (he Roman State offended you fo, 
that have taken from us fuel? an Excellent 
Prince. We now t un upon Civil-Wars, and 
Arm Brother againfe Brother, and the Son 
againft the Father: but well have our Em¬ 
perors done to Confecrate Probus a God, and 
f?t up hi$ Image in the Temples, and to Cele¬ 
brate him in the Proeeffion to the Games of 
the Cirque. ’’ 

The Pofterity of Probus , to avoid Odium or His Po* 
Envy, retired from Rome and PubliclcBufinefs, Jierity 
and placed themfelves about the City Verona , withdraw 
and the Lakes di Garda and Como, and thole ^ rom 
parts. I cannot omit to obferve, that when Rome ’ 
an Image of Probus nt Verona was fo (truck with 
Lightning, that the Robe, in which he was * 
done, changed its Colour, the Soothfayers 
anfwered thereupon, that tho/e of his Family 
fhould be ail of them one day of great Note 
n the Senate, and come to be railed unto the 
higheft Honours: which may perhaps here¬ 
after be; but we fee nothing of it as yet. 

The Senate received the News of the death 
of Probus with great difpleafure, and fo did the 
People. But wnen they heard of the Succef- 

fion 
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fion of Cam in his place, who though he was 
a good Man, was far diftant however from 
the Merits of Probus , and had a Son befide 
(Carinus) that had always lived ill; both the 
Senate and the People were (truck with a hor- 
tour; becaufe they apprehended the humour 
of the Father a little: but his wicked Heir 
much worfe: . 

This what we have met with, and have 
thought worthy to be committed to future Me¬ 
mory, concerning Probus. It remains, that 
we give next a fhort, but a diftind account of 
Firmus , Saturninus, Bonofus, and Proculus. Be¬ 
caufe it was not fit to mix thofe four Preten¬ 
ders to the Empire, together with the account 
of this good Prince. Afterwards, if my Life 
feryeSj.pie, I may undertake the Hiftory of 
Cam and his Son. 


THE 
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FIRMUS. 

I T is very feldom I know, that we find, 
that any particular Account is given or 
fuch Petit Emperors, as Ufurping that 
•Name, have let upthemfelves in vainagainft 
the Received Prince, in fome parts or other of 
the Roman Empire. The moft that is done is to 
touch lightly upon them in a word,™ Paflant. 
after the manner with which Suetonisss Trass- 
luillus contents himfelf, who is a very Corred 
and very Candid Writer, in relation to Anto- • 
niut rand Findex. Nor do I admire, at this in 
fuch an Hiftorian as Suetonius , to whom it was 
familiar, to love Brevity. But why Marius 
Maximus, who is the moft Verbofe of all Men 
and who hath not forborn to embarafs himfelf 
with tedious Accounts of things, and to de¬ 
fend even to Fidions and Fables, to fill up 
his Hiftory; why he hath not been more par¬ 
ticular than he is, in his Defcriptions of Avidius 
Cajfius, Claudius Albinus , and Pefcennius Niger, 
who pretended to the Empire, the firft agamft 
the Emperor Marcus Antoninus , the others a- 
gainft Septimius Severn, I do not underftand ? 
On the contrary, Trebettius Pollio hath thought 
nt to be fo diligent and fo careful in his Col- 

ledions 
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le&ions as to thofe Princes, whether Good or 
Bad, undertaken by him, that he hath laid to. 
gether a feparate Hiftory of Thirty Pretenders 
to the Empire, who let up thcmfelves in, or 
much about the Times or the Emperors Gal. 
litnus and Valerian. And ia imitation of 
Example, fince I have already palled through 
the Trouble of the Reigns of Aurelian,Tacit^ 
Florianm , and that great and lingular Prince 
Probas, I am very willing, before I proceed^ 
thole of Carta/, Numerian, and Carinus, who 
fu&eeded the next to the Empire, not tootfijt 
to lay fomethihg of Fir mm, SatuminUs, Prttt 
l*/,* and Bonofus, who let upVherrtfelves in the 
time of the Emperors Frobut and Aurelian, 
You know, my dear BaJJtts, what a Difputc 
we lately had with one, who is a great lover 
of Hiftory, that is, M.Fontem; when he 
that Firmus , who poliefted himfelf of 
in the time of Aurelitm , was a Robber and 
not a Prince. Againft which, I, together 
with me Ritfus Celftss, Cejonlus Julianas, Fakitu 
SofianUs , and Severn/ Arcbontius, affirmed) that 
Firtnut did both actually wear the Purple, as a 
Prince, and had a Coin ftampedin hisNamty 
whereof Ibme Pieces were produced) and alio 
by the Grecian and the */£gyptifn Writings it 
appears, that in the Edi&s which he publilhed, 
he is remarked by the Title of Emperor. Th& 
only Realon which Fonteiut had to offer againft 
this, was; That Aurelian d\d not lay in' hit 
Ed id', fpeaking of Firmus , that he had killed, 
a Tyrant or a Pfeudo- Emperor, but that hd had’ 
deliver’d the State of a Robber. As il k could 

be 
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be expeded. that lo Renowned a Prince as Au- 
relian fhould have given him any better Name. 

Or, as if all great Princes did not call thofe 
Robbers, who Invade thefir Crowns, and are 
beaten belides in the Attenipr. Not but that I 
remember very well,that in the Life of Aurelian 
l have reprefented Firmus, as one, who did not 
pretend to the Purple, as an Emperor. For I 
muft confefs, that when I writ that, it was, be- 
raule I had not then the knowledge of all the 
things concerning him, which I have attained 
to fince. But to bo Ihort; 

Firmus was a Native of the City of Seltucia. 
Several Grecian Writers do give him to ano¬ 
ther place indeed; but that is a miftake, into 
which they are Jed by this, that there are three 
at the lame time of the lame Name of Firmus ; 
whereof one was the Governour of vAEgypt * 
the other a Proconful and a General on the 
Frontiers of Africa: But this Firmus was a 
Friend and an Aflociate of the Lady Zenobia i 
for whom he, with the afliftance of the */£- * 

mians, took the City of Alexandria , and was 
at length happily defeated by Aurelian , and the 
wonted bravery of that Prince. 

There are many things reported of the Riches 
tifmftrmus. It is laid, that he had the Walls m 
r a Houle Wainfcoted with Squares of Glais, Wealth 
altned by Bitumen , and other Medicaments. °f F > r * 
He was the Mafter of lo much of the Manu- n,u ** 
taflure of Paper, that he often publickly laid, 
ne could maintain an entire Army out of only 
Paper and Glue. J$e entertained a greatFriend. 

«ip with the Blemmjue and the Saracens, He 

fent 


$04 The Life of Vol.ji 

fent Ships of Merchandize oftentimes into 
India. He had two Elephant’s Teeth, ten Fcfot 
long ; with which, and two others added to 
them, Aurelian who took them, defigned to 
, make a Chair; wherein to place a Statue of 

Jupiter in Gold, covered with Jewels and a 
Robe of State, and illuftrated with Infctiptions: 
Which Statue was to be fet up in the Tempfe 
of the Sun, and to be entitled, Jupiter the gum 
of Good Counfel. But Carintis afterwards poffef 
ling himfelf of thofe Teeth, made a Prefent 
of them to a certain Lady, who ufed them for 
the Feet of a Bed. I lay no more, becaufewt 
of this Age know her { and for Pofterity, it 
itfignifies nothing. But thus that Indian Rarity, 
which was Conlecrated to the moft Excellent 
and Mighty Jupiter, was by a lewd Prince 
made at once the Purchafe of a Miftrels, and 
the Scene of the Exercileof her too. 

HiiPerfi- Firmus was of a large Stature, with great 
nage. , and prominent Eyes, frizled Hair, Scars and 

Wounds on his Face, a blackilh Vifage, the 
reft of his Body fair enough, but Hairy and 
Briftly; lo that a great many called htmafy 
clops. He eat a vaft deal of Flelh v foitfe Ay, 
a whole Oftrich in a day. He drunk not much 
Wine, but very much Water; and was' a Mari 
of a ftrong Brain and lo robuft Nerves, that 
one might allow him to be ftfonger than the 
Gladiator Tritannus in Varro, For he Would 
bear a Smith’s Anvil, with Perlons with all their 
force knocking upon it, upon his Breaft, as he 
lay bent in his Body backwards, and only reft- 
ing upon his Hands and Feet, without touching 

the 
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the ground with his Back. Thera was Once a 
difpute betwixt him and fomeof the Officers 
Of Aurelian about Drinking. Burburus , a moft 
noted Drinker, and in old Soldier, challenged 
him to Drink With him; Firnius drank up two 
large Veflels full of Wine, and remained all 
the time after fober. Says Burburus to him, ' 

Why have you not drank up the very Grounds too ? 

You:fitly Creature, infwer’d Firmus, no body drinks 
'Earth. 

This Firmus therefore a flurried to himlelf the 
Quality of an Emperor, in oppolition to Ass- 
r'eliati' and maintained the Parts which as yet 
Were remaining to Zenobia in the Eaft; Aurelian 
beat him, m his return from Here* in lilefopo- 
tarhia. _ Some fay, Firmus afterwards Hanged His De- 
himlelf. But this is difproved by the Edi£t of 'fiat and • 
Aurelian , which he feht to Rome, together with Dsat!jt 
the Notice of his Victory, which was thus. 

The Emperor Aurelian to his moft . , 
dearly beloved People of <%ome } 
fendech Greeting. 

W E have reduced ail the Parts of the Ro- 
nian Wovld ’whatevety unto a peaceable 
fubjettion to us. Firmus the /Egyptian Robber, 
who was in motion with a Company of Barbarians, 
and pas gathering up the reliejms of the Forces 
of Zenobia, in fhort, we have defeated, taken 
him,, and killed him. There is nothing more for 
JOH, my Romans, now to be afraid of. The Tri- 
X bute 
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butt of /Egypt, which that wicked Robber bti 
fuff ended, will now com entire to yon,; Be jt* 
at Concord With the Senate, and in good Amitj 
with the Gentry, and the Soldiers of the Guardi, 
I will take cttre, that nothing (hall hurt yon. Enttr> 
tain your Jelves at the Vaftimes and the Shews tj 
the Cirque. Follow your fleafures, Wbilft we «i 
taken up with the Neceffities of the State. When- 
fort, my tttofi Excellent Romans, and fo he goes 
on with his Edidt. 

This, Sir, is what you may know, we hart 
collected, that is worthy of Remembrance, 
concerning Firmest. If you would delire to un¬ 
derhand further all the light and frivolouj 
things which Aurelius Fefiivus, a Servant of tic 
Emperor Aurelian, hath written of him, I ttwft 
refer you to read that Author your lelf. I 
come next to Saturnisms, who let up for tl» 
Empire again!! Probus , in the Parts of the But* 
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SATURNINUS. 

*W US washyNatipn a French- 
mart. Who Ate a moftJCMjulet fort 6f 
People, and always ambitious of letting 
up lor Empire. 

This Man, being known to Aurelian to be 
an excellent Commander, was preferred hy 
i E' m P. eror to,be the General on the Orien¬ 
tal Frontier. At the lame ,time he wifely 
commanded him, never to fee eAEgypt. Ear 
renedting, as it is thought, upon the. Nature of 
the Gauls on the one hand, and or the lAsgyp- 
fums oti the other, he was afraid, that Humid 
Saturninus come amongft Ip troublelonfe a 
People as thofe,of,the Egyptians, he might 
by their Conversation be (purred on to thofe 
Attempts, to which his French Genius it lelf 
enough inclined him. 

The Egyptians, you know very Well, area charter 
etitole, .OutragiouSj Pfoud, Injurious fort of of the R> 
eople, Lopfe, Libertines, lovers of Novelties: gyptianj. 
ney will dare to ling Seditious Songs publickly 
j tqe Streets; Verlifters upon the Perfons of 
,heir Princes and Magnates; Aftrologcrs, 
jothrayers, Empiricks, lometitncs Chiillians, 

Ornetimes Jews, always difpleafed with the 

^ 1 prelenc 
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prefent Times, againft which they give them- 
felves a ftrange Liberty. I would not have 
any Egyptian to blame me for this Character, 
nor think that I write it of my own head; fo 
I will inlet t here a Letter of the Emperot 
Hadrian, which 1 have met with in the Boob 
of Phlegon, who was a Servant to him, that 
fully detente the Lives of the Egyptians. 

The Emperor Hadrian unto SerYtmi 
the Conful, Greeting. 1 

I Have given my felf a perfeB Underpaid 
of /Egypt; which you, my well beloved^ 
vianus, did fometime recommend to me, Tty 
are a light inconfiant People, always in fufpnti, 
and changing at every firoke of Fame. Tbifo 
who Worjhip the God Serapis , are nevertitltji 
Chrtftians ; and Men who call themfelves tit Bi> 
jhops of Chlift, are Votaries to Serapis too. Tim 
is no Ruler 6f the Synagogues of the Jews , no Sa¬ 
maritan, no Presbyter of the Chriflians, uo Apr 
Inger, no Soothjayer , no Phyflcian, but he Worpf 
Serapis. The Patriarch hitnfelf of Aiexandril 
when he comes hither, is by fome obliged to aim 
Serapis, by others to adore Chlift. A fort of Ma 
they are, extreamly Seditious, Vain and Injurious 
Alexandria it felf is Splendid , Rich, and Fmil 
fstl ; no body lives Idle in it. Some make Glaji, 
others Paper » others work on Linen: every m 
appears to be of one Art or other. Not fo much* 
the Gouty, cither in Hand or Foot, but art empty 
ed, and have femething that they do. The Bfo 

et 
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are employed. Serapis is a common God to them 
all. Him the Chriflians, the Jews, and Perfons 
of all Nations Worjhip. I wijh that it was a bet- 
ter govern'd City. It deferves certainly, by its Po- 
puloujnefs and Magnitude, to hold the Reins of all 
/Egypt. I have granted to this City all thingi. 
I have rejlored it ■ to its antient Privileges, and 
lave added new ones to them ; for which they 
thanked me, whiljt l was prefent with them ; but 
I was no Jooner. departed, but they fpoke a thou - 
[and things- againfl my Son /Klius Verus, and what 
they have faid concerning Antinous, I believe you 
Jsave heard. So 1 leave them to their Eggs and 
Chickens ; which how they Hatch, that is in a 
Dunghil, it a a flame almvfl to mention. I have 
fent you three /Egyptian Cups of changeable Co¬ 
lours y which a Vriefl of the Temple made a Prefent 
of to me. I dedicate them particularly to you and 
my Sifier : I would have you to ufe them upon the 
Fefiival Days, and take care that your young Son 
does not handle them too roughly and break them. 

So the Emperor Aurclian reflecting upon this 
various and unfteady Temper of the ssFgyptiam, * 
commanded Saturnisms not to come amongft 
them,to avoid the confeqaences which he fore¬ 
jaw, might follow upon it, if he did. In which 
fie was in the right. For no fooner did the c AZ- 
iyptians fee him afterwards in Power, in the time 
of Probus, but they cryed. We make Saturninus 
Umperor , The Gods fave your Majefiy„ It is 
true, he prudently retired prefen tly from Alex¬ 
andria again, and went into Palcdina. But 
finding there, that it was not fafe for him to 
X } live 
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live after this in the Quality of a private Man 
he fuffered the Soldiers that were about him to 
put upon him the Purple, and adore him a$ 
Emperor. The Purple was a Cloak, taken off 
fpr the purpofeofi Statue ofVtthus, My Grand¬ 
father was in the Company when he was Ado. 
red: I have often heard him fpeak of it. S* 
tuminus , he fa id, wept, and exprefled himfelf 
thus; 

If I may fpeak it without Arrogance, the G» 
vernment bath loft an ufeful Subject. It is tfr 
taint I have re-eft ablijhed Gallia.. I have rid 
vered Africa out tf the pojfejfion of the Moon, 
J have appea(ed Spain. But what's this ? It iid 
loft, and the Merit of it will be afroltfhed by tbism 
Honour, which you unhappily afftit to give mt, 

The Company that was about him, anima¬ 
ting him on to the Enterprize, he (aid; 

You know not, my Friends, what a troubkfm 
thing ft is to be a Prince ? Drawn Swords bj& 
thing but a Hair bang over our Heads • tint] 
where Poniards and Darts threaten tts. Ow 
Guards, our Companions thewjelves are fear'd ij 
* sts. We eat not our Meat with pleafurt, and nil 
are forced to Wars and Arms, many times, cur 
irary to our 'Judgments . Whatever one's Age it, ti 
be Jure, it meets with Reproaches upon the Urdu, 
Is a Man Old? he is difabled , and paft Servut, 
Is he Young ? he is Wild and Rafh, What jfiill 
I fay of Probus, who is fo univtrfally Amiable j 
For wbiljt you make me Rival to bins, to iiilim 
I willmgly Cede, and wboft Officer Idtjire rather 
to be, you draw me into a 'neceffity of Dejtrufti6ii< 
I jhaU have only tb/s Comfort , that I cabno't ferity 
alone. • '' Jli$ 
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This, fays M. Salvidientss , was truly his 
Speech. Indeed he was one, who had no 
fmall knowledge of Letters. He had ftudied 
Rbetorick in Africa , and at Rome he had fre¬ 
quented the publick Academies. To be Ihort, 

I fee forne are miftaken about him, to think, 
that he was the Saturninus who pretended to 
the Empire in the time of Galliensss , whereas 
this was altogether another Perfon. This Saitsr. 
ninus was let up in the time of Phbt/s, and killed 
againft almoft the inclinations of that Prince. 

For Probus writ feveral kind Letters to him, 
and promifed him his Pardon. But the Soldi¬ 
ers who were about him, would hot give him 
leave to hearken to thofe Offers. So the Party 
of Probus, which was fent ; againft him,befieged satuminui 
him in fome Caftle in which he was, and killed flam. 
him in the Action. It would be tedious to 
defeend to all the particulars of hisStature, his 
Perfon, his Shape, his Eating and Drinking, 
which others may, that pleafe, trouble them- 
felve* about, though the Example of them 
fcarce fignifies any thing. But 1 fhall proceed 
to the following Account of Proculus and 
Bonofut. 
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PROCULUS, 

P ROCV LUS was a Native of the City 
of Albenga, in the Republick of Gem, 
amongft the Maritime Aloes ; of a Geq. 
tleman’s Family: but as well him/elf, as hij 
Anceftors, were great Robbers; fo that wh# 
with theCattel, t ie Slaves, and fuch things aj 
he had gotten by that means, he was very Rick 
It is /aid, that at that time that he took upon 
him the Empire, he Armed two thou/and of 
his own Slaves. 

He had a Virago to his Wife, who precipi* 
tated him into the Madnefs of putting up for 
the Empire. Her Name was at firft Viturgju\ 
afterwards /he was galled Sampfon, They had 
a Son called Herennianut • to whom if Proculu 
could have fupported himfelf in his Enterprize 
but five Years, he /aid, he would have fecured 
the Empire after him. 

It cannot be denied, but that Proculus was 
an extraordinary and a very brave Man; and 
had always pafled his Life under Arms. He 
had Commanded in the Quality of a Tribune 
over feveral Legions, and had done Actions 
of great Valour. Not to omit a pleafant Pa(- 
/age, which he glories in, in the following 
Letter, which I had rather give you in his own 
words, than repre/ent it my felt. 
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Proculus tp Mectianus his Kinfman, 
Wifteth Health 

I Have taken Captive y^t of the Country of Sir- 
matja one hundred Virgins. Ten of which I 
lay with in one Night. ,' To the heft of my power t 
in fifteen d<rys i ,l have made Women of them, ad. 

This js ft,Ridiculous A$ion you fee,- and ex¬ 
tremely Libidinous, and yet he glories ,in it» 
and reckons as a fipe thing, whae was other- 
wife his Crime. However, being, notwith- 
Handing his Wickednefs and his Lewdne/s, 
a confiderab|Ie Qfficer, aqd.ope that acquit 
ted himlelf alv/ays with great Courage, the 
Colony of Lyons in France , who had been /e- 
verely Treated by the Emperor Aurelian , and 
were very much afraid again of Probvs , fo. 
liciting him to it, he let him/elf up to be 
Emperor.! P nefimus /ajls, Which I do re¬ 
member that I haVe read iti'any oneel&r That 
he was made Emperor in Raillery, as it were, 
firft at a Game of Chefs. For being, on^ djty 
$tan Entertainment, at Play at Cheft, in which 
he went out Ring ten times, one of the 
pany who wanted not Wi c 4 faluted him ppon 
it as Emperor, and faid, The , Gods fave your 
Majefiy. And fetching him a piece of Purple, 
put it upon him, and then Adored him. This 
gave occafiop to the Company that was privy 
to it, to joyn with him, and they went next 
to gain the Army, and Jo let up for the Empire. 

¥roculng 
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Proculus was not a little ferviceable to the 
GauL por .thpijgh h9 tieyer iqijigbt, but in 
the way of th<?. Brigandages^ which he conti¬ 
nually committed, he gained htmfelf and 
them fome glory over the Germans. 

Vrobus coming againft him, And ready to 
drive him almoft out of the World, he defirej 
to take Refuge in the afliftance of the Fmh\ 
from whom ne pretended to derive his Origi- 
nal. But as it is familiar with the Franks to 
break their Faith, and make no more than a 
He is Jeft of it, they betrayed him, and fo Profit 

Slain. overcame him and flew him. His Pofterity 

are at this time living at Albenga, who in raillery 
will often fay, that they neither like being 
• Robbers, nor Princes. So iqjich concerning 
Vroculus. 


BONOSUS. 

HisEx* TYONOSl/S was of a Houfe of Spain, 
traftion, ,; [4 but Born in Britain. His Mothers 
JLm Gyslefe or a French Woman. His Fa* 
ther either a Profeflor in Rhetorickj as he (the 
Son) laid, or as I have found from; others, a 
Grammarian; wh6 dying when this his Son 
was very youpg, his Mother, who was a Wo* 
‘ man of Wit, educated him and taught him 
fomethigig of- Letters. 

He 
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Heferved as a Soldier firft in the Foot, and 
afterwards in the Horle. Hje-rofe,to be a Cfeh- 
turion, then to be a Tribune, and af l^ft to bp 
flip Generaj on _thg Frontier pF kbietja. 

No Man ever drank like Ronofat. The 
Emperor Anrelifin faid oftdri, of Hjhi,' That 
certainly he was born, not . to fay to Live, MsAbilu 
particularly, to live to Drink. That fcnipefor £ f.. 
however long had him in efteerpj becaufe ofhis Vrw ^' 
experience in the matter of War. And when 
any Emb’afladors arrived, from the karbaria* 

Nations of what Part? ipever, it was the bun- 
Hen of Bonofus to drink with them, till in thejf 
drink he difcover’d out of them many tidies 
their lecrets. For Bonofus , let hiip drfok to 
what excels he would, was never concerned: 

But on the contrary as,0»y/^w4ays in his Life 
of Probus, he was even the more prudent and 
mpre dilcreet for drinking. WithaJ he had 
this particular Quality with him, that as muah 
as he drank, it palled from him again. It riever 
was any burden to his Stomach, or his’Belly, 
or his Bladder. 

It happening one time, that the Germans 
had, burnt the Shipping which the Roman^f^ 
upon the River Rhine, Bonofus, "to avoid the 
punifhment which he feared for his N?gle& 
in that matter, let up kimfelf Emperor. He 
fupported himlfelf with that Qjuljty. longer 
ihan it was well to b« oxpsM. Heengag^ mD „ 
the Emperor Prqbus, in afevere Battel: but feat and 
being overcome, he Hanged himfelfj apd they Death. 
Jelted upon him, and laid; It « 
and' not a Man, f (sat hangs hert. 


He 
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He left two Sons, and a Wife. The Sons, 
tirobus forgave. The Wife he ; wa$ very obliging 
to, and allowed her a Penfion to her death. 
For befides, that (he was a Woman, as my 
Grandfather hath faid, of Wit and of Angular 
Merit; (he was aPrincefs of the Royal Blood 
of the Got hi, and one whom the Emperor Aw> 
relian had purpofely married to Bonofus , that 
through her and him he might the better pe¬ 
netrate into all the Affairs of the Goth: I will 
give you here a Letter of Aunlian written to 
Hie Lieutenant of Thrace , concerning that 
Marriage, and the Prefents which Aurelm 
gave upon this occafion. 

The Emperor AurelUn to~ Gallio 
AYttusy Greeting. 

I Writ to you in my la ft) to Affemble the Perfont 
of Quality of the Goths, at the pity of Heracla, 
for whom 1 have order d an Entertainment. For 
1 have a mind that Hunila (hall he Married to 
Bonofus. Tou frail prefent the Bride with aH 
things , according to the underwritten Order , ant( 
you frail Celebrate the Nuptials out of the Publick 
Money. 

' The Prefents were, Fine Gowns of a Violet 
Colour, of Silk: one of Silk, embroider’d with 
Gold. Two fine Smocks, and all fuch other 
things as are proper for a Lady of Quality, 
Tou frail give her one hundred Philips in Gold, 
One tboujand Antonines in Silver, and Ten 
thou fund Seftercef in Braft. 

n^L!. 
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This is what I remember, that I have read 
as to Bonofus. I might have omitted all thefe 
fo'"' laft Perfons, and perhaps no body would 
have miffed them. But becaufe I would not 
be wanting in any thing to my Truft, I have 
taken the care of intimating as much as I have 
been able to learn, concerning thele alfo. 

The remaining Princes, are Cams, Nume- 
rianus zn&lC&mf: For as-for biocleftan and 
thofe that follow, it is fir, that they Ihould be 
Reprefented by a better Pen than mine. 
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H OW the Power of Fate reigns over 
the Commonwealth of Rome, arid 
fometimes raifes it to the greateft 
heighthj and then humbles it again, 
and throws it down as much the other way; 
the Death of the Emperor Probut is a fuffici- 
cient demonftration. Probut had lucceeded 
to the Empire after Aurelian, by the joynt 
Voice of the Senate and the People; and 

whilft 
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whilft the Laws and the Government were 
lodged in fo juft a Hand, we feemed fecure, 
considering that we had now enjoyed a few 
good Reigns together of a continued Series of 
Happinefs to relieve the State, after all the dif¬ 
ferent Calamities, and after Co many changes 
of Fortune with which it had been tofled and 
varied in the courle of time, in that manner, 
that it hath fuffered almoft all the Events 
which are incident to any Man, by the Mor¬ 
tality of his Nature* 

But by a fatal Paftton of the Soldiers, this (o 
acceptable Emperor, Probus , was cut off; whole 
Jols was lo great, that we were no left ftruck 
at it, than a Man in a Fire or in a Shipwrack; 
and the Publick was reduced to that defpair, 
as that every one feared the Succeflion of lome 
Domitian, ViteUius or Nero in his place. It is 
natural at any time rather to have Fears than 
Hopes from the manners of an uncertain 
Prince: But efpecially well might a People do 
fo, whofe Wounds were yet green, and who 
not long lince had had one of their Emperors 
(Valerian ) carried intoCaptivity; another (Gal- 
lienut) given up to Luxury, and about Thirty 
pretended Princes, in the mean time ftarting 
up, and rending the Empire in Pieces by a Ci¬ 
vil War, according as every one challenged the 
Sovereignty to himlelf. 

If we take a view of the Changes which the 
Commonwealth of Rome hath luffered from 
the Foundation of the City, we (hall find, that 
never any People hath flourilhed more by good 
Fortune, nor yet laboured under worle. Ro¬ 
mulus 
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Various mulut y to begin with him , our true Father, 
Fortune of who as l mav fay, begat, founded, coitilim- 
5 om 5 T ted, and confirmed this State, had the fingu- 
i r „, ifa- lar Happinefs »bbVs all other Foundera to lew 
«” a perfect City. Nama afterwards added Tti. 
umphs to this City by his vidorious Arms, and 
at the lame time (lengthened it wtfh Lawso 
Religion. So we flourifhed to the time o( 
Tarqmn the proud; and then a Stdfrtv fell'tip* 
on us, occafioned by the arbitrary Vices or that 
King, which we revenged; bUt' it Was ri 6 t 
Without much hazarding our own Ruifib. From 
thence we palled and increafed to the War (f 
the Gauls , when we were over-run with a Flood 
of the Enemy, the City of Rome, excepting 
only the Capitol taken; and we luftered we 
nigh more hurt now, than we ever enjoyed 
good, fince our very Foundation. However, 
our Commonwealth recovered itfelr from tnu 
Blow; but yet it was fo plagued With the Csr- 
tbagman Wars,and the Terror of Kinfe Pfnwr, 
that it could not be at; any reft for its miferable 
Fears. At length, we conquered Cartbapl 
and extended our Empire far beyond the Seas; 
the Senfe of which Felicity was extenuated to 
us, by our Social Difcords, and our Civil Wail, 
under which we (pent our time, unto AuguM 
Cajfar, Who repaired the State for us anew, it 
we may call that yet a Reparation, which wal 
wrought at-the Expence of our Liberty. How- j 
ever it is, although we were (ometime troubled J 
at home, amongft foreign Nations our Namf 
flouriflied; and after (everal ill Emperors that 
a (Bided us, the State lifted up its Head again 

nrtdtf 
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under Ve(p?fian., The Happinefs of Tftw wtf 
no looner enjoyed than Jpft; 
needed ffie cruel Qomitian, vyhoijb Woupas 
dppp, ypddr Nerva and Traffn^ and Tp.Jq 
Mrnfts Antoninas, our Condition was betfgr 
than ordinary > Put then came the macf ah\4 
cru dConimodtts, and excepting.in the Reign 
of StftimwSivew, the State received no gppqt 
from alljts pripcps, from ,thence, tintq Severn 
the Son jpf It would be tedious'to 

recount ail the fpllowing ^iftpry.- ^ VaUftM 
iyasca(l_out iof a Capacity of beipg enjpyeq. 

afflifled us fif^n T^ ars - Fortune, 
who loves variety, and is plinp.ft.^Jyvays ajp gf 
ieniy to Virtue*envied Claudius aTong Reign; 
nd thus At)relian % thus Tacitus y thus Pro bus were 
«• offaitfd defttbyed ; that weattay fetf, thawc 
5 nqthing f<j(fer^efpl to Fartu^,^ } to^urri 
lings or the moft publick Nature arid Con- 
equence varioufly upfide down. 

But why do 1 complain of thefe Matters 
tere, anddelay my fclf upon fpc,h;jnconftanr 
(es of the times l I come to ’ $e Rmpiro/ 

\aw, Who was a Prince* as J. W flO, 
riddle Ghara&cr; but rather to be placed 
niong the Good, than the ill ones; and ne' 
rould have been much better, if he had 005 
ift luch an Heir as Carinut, , 4 v > 

The Country of the Nativity .of Car us .1% Birt j r 
> ambiguoufly reported by a great many, $}$} j>Iace of 
cannot be precife to determine* on whole Carus««- 
de the Truth lies* Onefwus t who hath writ* c ^tain, 
in the Life of Vrobtss very carefully, fays, 
ut he was both born, and brought up to Let* 

X ters 
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tfer£ at 'kerne ;* Hut that his Parents Were of the 
Province b{°Jllyricuih.‘ FaMui CyriHianus , who 
fmtfftakbn mf lefts Pains aboiit the Hiftoty of 
'theHjtheh of Car us, Numerianus, and C arm 
la^^’that hb’^aS'hot born at'Rowf, but in llj. 
Wdiitri » and J iiot thete of Illfrtan, but of Ctr- 
thaginiad Pitferits. Now I remember I have 
if&en in fbnnf Journal, that he was a Milantfi 
borh; blit 'by, his Grandfather incorporated 
into,the Citjf Hitnfelf/ it cannol 

dbhied/ pretbirVilod as if he-Was of Rom, 
B!o6’d, as the following Letter fli,e<* s > w W 
vyhbnhe wji^a Prpconlul, he writtohfcLieu- 
lwiafnt, rcft^iitltfyg him of his Duty. 

Metre us Aurelius Cams the Proconliil 
' • qf, CHicfa )' t<y T Junius his Licutt* 
*'riant. ' 


O tJ R Afcefiots ( , the great Men amongf tiff, 5 
ilomahs, have objerved a Cuftom m tb< 
creating their Lieutenants, to give the Wetlii 
Specimen of their own Manners by tbofe of wbtd 
they majte Choice 1 tp del under them its the Set- 
vice of the Government. But yet if this CtifM 
had not been, 1 had done no otberwife than j 
have in my Choice of you. At the Jami time, l 
have obferved this Cufiem too, urilefs you deceivi 
me.; Tcu wtK pleafe to take care, that you do till 
make us dijftrcni from our Roman Anoefors. 

• Hit 


f 
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His Speech which he firft lent to the Se¬ 
nate, after he was created Emperor, fighi- 
fjes the fame thing. A part ,if it was. thus. 

T may be a Matter of fome Joj to you, Fa* 
then of the Senate, that one out of your own 
Order, and alfoef your own Original u preferred 
to be Emperor. It flsall not be by my means, that 
Strangers and Foreigners (hall make better Princes ; 
’in tbofe who are chofen out of you.. 

1 . • 

Through the feveral degrees of Offices in 
he Army and the Civil Lift; this Per Ion pa me 
as the Titles upon his Statues fhew) to be the. 
aptain of the Guards to clieEmperor Probus; 
which Port, he gamed himlelf fo much th® 
[learts of the Soldiers, that .after Probus was 
illed, they thought him the Man the moft 
vorthy of the Succeffion. Not that I ani in- 
enfible, that feveral have fufpe&ed, that Pro* 
in was killed by an Intrigue of Garus. But, 
s Car us did constantly and feverely revenge 
lie Death of that Prince, fo neither the Man¬ 
ors of Cerifc, nor the Obligations which were 
aid upon him by his Mafter, will fiifFer me to 
live .Credit to fuch a Sufpicion. The Do¬ 
lours which Probus did him, and the Opinion 

I Much he had of him, you may read in this 1 
Letcor to the Senate. 


Y * 
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The Emperor Trobtts to his entirely 
beloved Senate wiflieth Health. 

i 

A Mongfi other things, he (ays, happy mnU 
it he for our Empire , if we had many tnert 
fueb Per/ons to execute the publick Offices, as Cams 
ts, or as a great many alfo of you. I defire tha 
his Statue, if you f leapt, may he fet up ctn Horfi 
hack, to the Honour of a Man who it corny), 
rable to the Antients ; and alfo that a Houfemj 
he built for him at the publtck Charge ; the Mm. 
hie whereof (hall be provided by me. It is ft t 
that we (hould fo reward the Integrity of fueb t 
Perfon. And (o he goes on. 

In (hort, not to multiply things ofteflermo¬ 
ment, and (uch as at e to be found eltewhere, s 
foon as Cartts had entred upoh the Empire, 
he with the Content of all the Army prolea 
ted the Dcfign of the Per fan War, which lii 
been enterprifed by Probus. To his two Sons 
Numerianus and Carinus, ho gave the Title aid 
Power of Cafars ; the latter of which, he lent 
with chofen Perfons to the Government oi 
Gallia. The former, who was a very (iveet 
and ingenious Youth, he took along witb 
himfelf. He often afterwards repented o( 
fending Carinus into Gallia ; and he would 
much rather have fent Numerianus, only fc 
was not of an Age (iifficient, becaufe it ist 
place which efpecially requires a fteady Gover- 

nour; 
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nour; for he was difpleafed with the Manners 
of Carinus, and complains of him in a Letter 
to the Captain of the Guards, infomuch that 
he really had it fometimes in his mind, what 
Qnefimus fays, to depofe him for his ill deferts, 
from his Cafarean Dignity again. 

Carus ferved himfelf of the great Preparati¬ 
ons and all the Force of Probus for the Wars, 
which he had before him. He difpatched firft 
in great part, that with the Sarmatians ; and then 
inarching againft the Perfans , without any op- 
pofition, he took the Country of Mefopotamia, 
and came as far as to the City of Ctefiphon ; whiift 
hsPerfians were engaged at home with their do- 
meftick Seditions. This gave him the Title of 
Conquerour of the Perfans. He was in himfelf 
greedy of Glory, but his Captain of the Guards 
(purred him further on to at, (eeking the De- 
Icru&ion both of him and his Son, becaufohe 
coveted to focceed in the Empire after them* 

So being for extending the progrefs of his 
Arms even beyond Ctefiphon , he marched and 
died prefently after; fome fay of Sicltnefs, o- Death of 
thers, that he was (truck dead with Thunder Cam*, 
and Lightning. It is true, that at that time, 
there arofe on a fudden foch a vaft Tempeft 
with dreadful Lightning and more dreadful 
Thunder, that feveral werealmoft killed with 
only the Fright. But as for the real manner 
of the Death of Carus, the Letter following of 
Junius Calphumius, one of his Secretaries, writ¬ 
ten to the Governour of the City of Rome, 
gives this Account of it. 

V | At 
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A S Carus, fays he, our truly dear Prince lay 
ftck in his Tent, on a fudden there arofefucb 
a Hurricane and a Storm, that all things darkened , 
and we could not difcern one another. Then follow • 
ed Thunder and Lightning, like the continuedfalling 
of fiery Meteors from Heaven, which afionijhei 
its fo , that we did not know what we did, mr 
where we were. However, on a fudden, it was 
cryed , the Emperor was dead, which happened )uf 
after the great efi clap of Thunder, that had fright, 
ned all. The Servants of the Emperor s Bel 
Chamber , in grief for bis Death, fet Fire to hit 
Tent. The Flame wberecf joy ned with the Light • 
ning, occafioned a Difcourfe, that he was kilid 
with the Lightning. But as mitcb as I know if 
the matter, I think it is certain, that it wat tf 
bis illnejs, that he died. 

I have the rather inferted this Letter, becaufs 
it is often (aid, that by a certain Power of Fate, 
the Roman Emperors are reftrained from pal¬ 
ling beyond the City of Ctefipbon ; and that 
Cams was for that Reafon destroyed by Light¬ 
ning, becaufe he offered to tranfgrefs that li¬ 
mit. But let timidity cover it (elf under what 
Arts it pleafes, the Brave will defpife them 
The molt excellent C.efar, Maximian , does not, 
nor will ever think it unperniitted to him w 
conquer the Per/ians , and to penetrate beyond 
them too j which I atn of Opinion, he Wilier 
fe<ft, if we be not wanting ourfelv^s to the pro 
niiled Favour of die Gods. 
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There are many things which fpealc Carus a 
good Prince, and amongft the reft this; ,thac 
prefently after he was po lie (Ted oft he 'E m pi re, 
the Sarmatians who were grown fo infolent up¬ 
on the Death of 
]dyricum,c blit 
lion,' thefe Mer 
chiefly by Ijis Policy, that in a few days he fet¬ 
tled the Security , of PannomaWkWicd fixceen 
Thoufand of the Enemy, Wd took twenty 
Thoufand more of both Sexes Prifoners. 

This I prefume, may be enough to fay as to 
Carus. 

Let us pafs on next to Nummams : For tho* 
Carinus was both the elder Brother; and the el¬ 
der Caefar, yet it is ncceflary to difcourfe. of 
Numerianus the firft, inafinuch as he was the 
neareft at that time to his Father, and followed 
bis Death; and his Story alfo is /omething the 
more admirable, becaufe of his Father-in-Laty 
Aptr. After him will follow that of Carinus , 
with whom the Emperor Dioclefian fought fe* 
veral Battels, and had the Fortune at laft to 
kill him* 


Probus, as to menace not only 
race hn'd 'i/ifW/ Wjjfh an ltlya* 
i he fo de'feSt^fh and broke 
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N trMER lANUS, the Son of Cam, 
jyas 'a Perfon extremely well difpor 
Jfed, as to his Manners, and truly 
Worthy of the Empire. 

'He had a lingular Genius for Eloquence, 
bbth in Profe ahd in Verfe. He declaimed in 
Publick, and was the Author of feveral things 
extant, which are Noble in that kind. In 
Verle he exceeded all the Poets of his Age. 
He dilputed the Bays with the famous Olym¬ 
pus Nemefiantu ; and he as jar outdid the lam- 
bickt of Aurelius Apollinaris , as the Sun out* 
Ihines every thing elle. A Speech which he 
once lent unto the Senate, was filled with lo 
much Eloquence, that they Voted him a Sta* 
tue^ to be let tip in the tylpian Library, not as 
f° a Cxfar , but as an Orator. The Inlcription 

fas. 
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was, Td. Numerianus Catfar, tbt nfoft Powerful 
Orator of bis Time. , . 

Accompanying hii Father to the Tetfian War, 
he created himlelf a Sicknels with the ex- 
celfive grief, which he took at his Death; 

which gave an opportunity to his 

Father-imLaw, to kill him as he Was in a Lit* He is 
ter, by which defigned to mount the murdered. 
Throne hunfelf in his ftead* He kept the 
Murder private for feveral days; celling the 
Soldiery when they enquired about his Health, 
that Numerianus was ndt to be fedn, becaufe 
he was obliged to keep out of the Wind and 
the Sun for his fore Eyes, which he had; till 
at laft the Body ftfoking, and the Treachery 
of Aper not being poffible to be lohger con* 
cealed, they took him and brought him to the 
Head of the Army; where after a great Ha* 
ranguA upon the occafion, and a Tribunal 
railed, it was propofed, who fliould be the 
) u |l Avenger of the Death of Numerianus , and 
who the Prince to fucceed to the Throne. All 
with a Divine Gonfent cryed, Dto deft an, who 
then Commanded the Forces of the Houlhold, 
and had received before already many Prefages 
of his future Reign/ 

Dioclejlan was a Perfonage of great Note, 
politick, well affc&ed to the Statej a lover of 
his Friends, prepared for all Events as occafion 
required * his Counfels always railed, yet never 
Extravagant nor Impudent, becaufe die Rifled 
Within him the Motions of his unquiet Breaft, 
with an extraordinary Obftinacy. He mount¬ 
ing the Tribunal, and being proclaimed Em- 

peror. 
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peror, the Qtieftion next was, How-Nwmrj. 
anus was Killed? Aper, who had been the 
Captain of the Guards, flood by. Dioclefian 
drew his Sword, and linking it through the 
His Death Body of Aper upon the place, faid, This ts the 
revenged. Author of the Death of Nu me nanus. So Aper 
was ferved hut as his A&ions defervcd. My 
Grandfather hath told me, that he was in the 
Company, when Dioclefiatt killed him with his 
own Hand; and he laid, as Dioclefiatt made 
the Blow, he cryed to Aper, Be proud, that 
you fall by fo great a Hand as mine. 

It is*Matter of Curiofity, and not common* 
ly known, I mean the Story, which is proper to 
be told in this place, of a Pjefage that happen¬ 
ed to Dioclefian, of his Elevation to the Empire, 
My Grandfather hath told me, that he recei¬ 
ved it from Dioclefiatt himfelf. When Diocltf 
an ferved at the City of Tongret in the Nether . 
lands , where he was then a young Soldier, and 
in an inferior Port, talking with a Woman 
who was a Druid, about his daily Expences at 
the Inn in which he lodged, fays fhe to him, 
* Dioclefian, you art too Covetous, you art too good 

. a Manager : Dioclefian in jeft anfwered. But 
1 will be Generous when I am an Emperor. Says 
fhe, Dioclefian, you need make no Jtfi of it: 
Yes, yes, you will be an Emperor, but you mufi 
firfi kill a Boar. From that time Dioclefian al¬ 
ways had thoughts in hi? mind of the Empire, 
as both Maximian and my Grandfather knew i 
to whom he himfelf told this Story ; and 
laughed at it, but not a word tp any body elfe. 
Therefore in Hunting, wherever he could, lu? 

* lutz4ire 
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always killed the Boars with his own hand: fo 
when Aurelian, Tacitus, Probiss, and Carets ^ were 
III made Emperors before him, fays he, I al¬ 
ways kill the Boars, but another runs away with 
the Dijh and the fweet Bit. But when he had 
killed Aper, which is a Latin Name for a Boar, 
Now, fays he, at lajkl have killed the Fatal 
Boar. And my Grandfather hath laid, that 
Dioclefian declared, that he had no other rea- 
fon for killing Aper with his own hand, but 
to fulfil the Saying of the Druid, and ftrength- 
en himfelf in the Empire: for ocherwifo, 
especially upon the firft day of his Reign, he 
did not defire to appear fo Cruel, if fiich a 
Nec^ffity had not thereuntq compell’d him. 

Now I come to Carinus. 
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C ARINUS was one of the impure!! 
of Men. I am alhanied to repeat, 
what Ontfimus hath written of him. 
An Adulterer, vicious with Boys whom 
|ie frequently debauched, and paflive in an 
Ad which is it felf contrary to the Nature of 
his Sex. 

His Father, going to the Petrjsan War, left 
him to be the Governour over GeUia, Italy, 

Jllyriturn x 
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Vlyricum, Spain, Britain, and Africa, under the 
Title of a Cdar, but with the full Power of 
? n p8ror ' * n . c ^' s Government he Grange- 
ly diihonoured himfelf with enormous Vices 
and Adions. All the beft Per ions about him. His filth 
he banjlhed ; and took and kept others in their v>,c,s ani 
room, who were of the worfl of Mankind. Luxttriti > 
He made one of his Porters the Governour of 
the City of Rome, than which nothing can be 
thought nor mentioned, more lhameful. The 
Captain of the Guards, which he had, he kil- 
' ,ntohis P ,ace he Matronianus, an 
old Pimp. His Secretary, another of his Pimps 
who was always privy to his Lufts, and affifted 
nun in them, he made a Confiil againft the 
exprels Orders of the Emperor his Father. He 
writ haughty Letters to the Senate; threatncd 
to give away their Eftates among!! the Mob of 

the City; ,, He married Nine Wives, taking one 
and putting away another; feveral of which 
he put away big with Child. He filled the , 

Court with Mimicks, Courtesans, Adrcfles 
Singers and ftmps. He difdained the figning 
ofDifpatches himfelf; !b that he kept a wretch 
who was his Jeftcry always at Noons, to fign 
them tor him; and many times he played up- 
wi him agreeably for imitating his hand well. 

He wore Jewels upon his Shooes j rtever wore 
a Button, but what was of a Jewek His Belt 
was often let with jewels. He never did the 
Gonfujs or the great Officers of the State, the 
Honour to ftep to meet them coming. The 
«wd were much in his Favour, and always 
wmedto his Table. He had ordinarily a 

hundred 
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hundred Pound of Birds, the fame of FiQi, and 
a thoufand of Flefh of feveral forts at a Meal, 
He fpent a great deal of Wine. He (warn (as 
I may fey ) amongft Fruits and Melons. He 
ftrew’d his Chambers and his Beds with Rofes. 
His hot water Baths, when he bathed, were 
• no more than Lukewarm. His cold Baths 
were of Snow-water. Coming in the Winter 
to a place where there was a Spring of very 
warm Water, as it naturally ufes to be the war¬ 
mer in the Winter, and the Bath being Ap¬ 
plied with the fame, fays be to the Waiters, 
You give me here Woman s Water; which(they 
fay ) was one of beft things he ever faid. It 
would be tedious to tell at large the reft of his 
Luxuries. Fulvius Affrianus hath alfo already 
done it: Let the Reader-who defires to know 
every thing fo particularly go to him. The 
Emperqr Carat his Father, when he heard 
how he behaved himfelf, difowned Hun,. and 
cried, He is none of mine . And had he Jived,- 
he would- have deprived him of his Cafarean 
Dignity and Power again. Onefimut fays, he 
would have put him to Death, and advanced 
Confianiw to his place, who was then the Pre- 
fident of Dalmatia, and was afterwards made 
Ca;far, than whom no Man was fitter for that 
Honour. > . 

Cannot) after both his Father and his jBro¬ 
ther were dead, and Dioelefiato was let up to 
be Emperor, gave himfelf more than ever to 
Vice and Extravagance, as if he .was now more 
free, and eafed of the Tyes of the Examples- 
and domeftick Admonitions of his .Family*. 

However, 
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However, he wanted not the Vigour of mind 
to challenge the Empire. He Fought for it 
again ft Diodefian feveral Battels. In the laft He is de¬ 
ox which, a Town in Mafia , he was conquer- f eate< l 
ed and killed. and finin'. 

This was the end of thefe Three Princes, 

Cam} Numerian, and Carinttt. The Gods have 
given to us, fince them, the Emperors Diode- 
fian and Maximian t to whom they have wor¬ 
thily joyned Galerm and Conjlantiut, whereof 
the former was born, to deface the ignominy 
of the Captivity of Valerian , and the other to 
reftbre Gallia to the Obedience of the Romans . 

Thefe are the four great Princes of the World, • 
Valiant, Wife, Benign, Generous, of one Sen¬ 
timent for the Good and Interefts of the State, 
always reverencing the Senate, Moderate, 

Friends of the People. Grave, Good, Religious, 
and fuch in fine,as we nave ever prayed to have j 
whofe Lives are feverally written by Claudius 
Eufibeuius , fometime Secretary to 1 Dioclefian, 
which I therefore mention, becaiife I would 
not that fo great a Work Ihould be expeded 
from me, confidering the Difficulty of (peak¬ 
ing upon living Princes, blamelefs. 

One thing yet is very memorable in tfie Go¬ 
vernment of the Emperor Caras, and of hfs two 
Sons, Numerian , and Qamus. They adorned 
the Publick Games, with which- they enter¬ 
tained the People before they went ,tb the, P«v 
fian War, with Shews altogether; new' and 
Grange, which we fee are painted ypon a Gal¬ 
lery in a pa^rt of the Palace, to continue, the 
memory of them to Pofterity, There was a 
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Strange Rope-Dancer, who itemed, as if he,, moved or 
shorn fl ew j n the Air; the Cord on whiclv he drincod 
*?rJ t'i was 1o very (mall, youcould feafee fee it. A- 
xpeof t. not ^ ar ^ an ran ypon the edge of a Wall with 
Dancing Bears at his Heels. There wasa 
Symphony of a hundred Trumpets, a hundred 
Haut-Boys, a hundred Pipes*;a hundred flutesj 
With Voices to them; a mbuiand Pantomime;, 
who danced all fort6 of Anticks; others, that 
were Wreftlers,Runners, Laniers. Thtfewit 
an Engine which reprefented the Biunulg. ef 
Towns, the Flames whereof taking hold on 
a part of the Amphitheatre; Dioclefian after 
wards repaired it, and made it more' Mftgtil 
ficetft. Mimicksfrom alj Countries, ware pro 
vided to-be 1 here. Then there-Was a ipoet pert 
formed ty the Sarmatian Captives of Vat^icitig 
upon Horiesi which is as plpafant as any thing 
in the World. Then there wera Choiti that,»• 
cfed the i Cyclofaah Poftures j and allthciciMu* 
liciatis, Players, Spom-men, and thanGrjr^oi 
Artifts had Gold and’ Silver given them; aiid 
Garments of Silk. •'! ; cahnoc tpjl l*ow huwh 
the people'are ingratiated by duch kind of 
things. But lure 1 aln, that feveral other, gqpd 
Emperors have made no great Aefcount of 
thefrij 1 j Diedejutn, when an Officer comment 
ded to him thefe very 1 Theatrical and Ciroen- 
fian Games of Caras K replied only, Then Cmi 
had laughing tnougb W bis time. And when 
Diodefum- himfclf exhibited hi* Games acoor^ 
ding to the Cuftom, he was much mom Ip* 
ring in the Liberty which he tqpk,. and ill 
the Expence which he was at; he laid, thoie 

Diverlions 
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Diver/fons ought to be Chart and Motfeft 

gS "" 8 the $ efe ?<* * 

, N°w I leave this lart Partage to [>e ! r&d by - 
Junms Mejfala, yvlnoin I dare be free td b/ame 
upon this occaiion. Becaufe he hath fpentall 
his Efface upon Players, and denied it to his 
own Heirs. A Gown of his Moffers he gave 
away to one, a Coat of his Father’s to ano 
ther; a Garment of his Wife’s, of Purple, em- 
broidered in Gold, on which her Name was 
wrought, he gave to a Piper; who triumphs in • 

WhaVffo.lU 0 ' ° f r he , No r bllity of tho Do«or. , 

What ihall I fay of the Linens from Egypt ? 
The bnght Tynan ; and Sydonian Purples, em* 

Tbi d fin d A a r m,rabIe Art ^ Pains? 
The fine Stuffs fioin Arras , the Rutfets of 

Canofa, and other Cloaths from Africa ? 
Kiches which were never feen upon the Stage 
before 1 I am willing to fpeak all this to the 
World, purpofely, that the Gentlemen who 
give thofe Pubhck Sports for tho future, may 
be a little afhamed to ipend their Effaces, in 
prejudice to cheit lawful Heirs, upon fuch a 
Company ofPoltrons. 

, *Pbus, my honoured Friend, you have now 
the little Prefenc, which I prefume to offer 
° you, of this Hiftory. I have often 
laid, that I pretend not to (hew any thing of 
Eloquence in the writing, but only a Curio- 
ty to preferve and to relate Matter of Fadt. 

And therefore if any eloquent Hand Ihall here- 
after pleale to go over, and better illuftrate 

Z the 
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the Lives of^thefe Princes, and (hall fupply him- 
(elf with' 'Materials for ,the purpofe, out of 
what I have (aid, I (hall be very well finished. 
In the.mean time, I defire you to be contented 
with my Services, and to believe that it was 
my Choice to write in this manner, without 
DifpUtin^ whether or no, I was able to have 
done it better. 
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D I {° CL \rn IAN ^5 b ° rn at . an oIv 

Icure Village called Dioclea in Dal- f-^e and 
matia, and his Mother was of the Ext ™Hi- 

£\ Na nf WKh th ? V,lla S e - Wherefore he- 
ore his Elevation he was called Diodes: but 

J?8 ? nce ^ et at .the Head of the Reman Em- 
jve, he gave his Nafne a turn to the Form 
ct a Roma » Name and called himfclf Dmkfian. 

t- a He 
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He was for fome time in the beginning of 
his Youth, a Servant under tAnullintu, a Sena* 
tor. Then he went into the Army; whereby 
his Diligence, his Bravery, and his Conduit, 
he raifed himfelf fo, from one Port to another, 
by degrees, tfiat after the death of Numriamts , 
of which he protefted he was altogether Inno- 
cent, and after -the fringe, as hath been 
He u fro- kid, ^foch lie took upon Aper for that Mur* 
claim'd der, the Army Proclaimed him Emperor. 
Emperor. He accepted the Empire, and the Tribuni- 
tian Power was conferred upon him, on the 
1 itb. of the Kalends of May in the Year of 
Rome 1036, and of Chrift, 184. Which Year 
he ordered, by his Soveraigo Power, tp be 
mad^ a Pubfick ts£ra, or Date, from whence 
to Account the following Times. The Chri- 
ftians ufed it as,far as to tne Reign of jufiinm 
But upon their fcore, the fame tAira is. like- 
wife failed, the a /£ra of the Martyrs, and With 
great Reafon. For from the firft Year of the 
tie Perfe- ^ign of Dmkfian, the Perfecution which the 
cutes the Chriuians fufrer’d under- him-, may very well 
chrijli- be dared. It is true, his Reign was, not fo 
ms - Unhappy to them, at the firft, as'it was after* 
wards. But yet no Year fcarce pafled, but 
what was defiled with Chriftian Blood: which 
was as the droppings of Ram before a violent 
1 empeft, and as a Prologue to the difmaf 
I ragedy that followed after. 

Sabmis Juliams , who had fet up for the 
Empire in Italy, after the death of Cams, was 
beaten co Viocltjiaris hand by Carmus, and flain 
in the Plains oiYerona. In the next place, Dio* 

cle/iatl 


ChriJIi- 

tins. 


Vol.II. Emperors DioclefianW Maximian. 34 r 

C tf a r h ? v,n % entirely defeated Carinas alfo, in 
M< f a > « e then remained the foie Lord of all 
and was left toenjjoy the whole Empire to him’ 
felr, without the leaft Competitor. 

,s L? y *! ew and Unexpected, 
winch is to be oblerved m the beginning of 

this Princes Reign; which is, That he Par* 
a11 j? er / ons that had been e/igaged on 
he fide of either (Mb, or Julianl He 
deprived none of themoftheir Fortunes, Fame, 
w Honours, A Clemency, that after a Civil 

, u n0t ! l tIie rt Menior y of Man been 
known to have been (hewn before. 

He created Maximian Carfar, and fent him m • * 
with an Army into Gallia, to fiipprefs the Dif 

tc o a- H f ltant ?> ^>ng at the head of a Party 

S^ ,CkS .f d r R ? bbe ^ Maximian difeharged 
himfelf well of this Commiffion. By flight 

Sk.rmilhes which he took his opportunity to 
make with them, he quieted all things in olllta 
wi hout any damage to his Army. The Re* 
volters were fnghtned with the bare report 
of his march to them. At the fame time, the 
Franks and the Saxons annoyed the Quarters of 
tfimm and Armorica : againft whom Carauftus 
was employed, who repulfed them, and took 
from them a great deal of Riches’an" good 

telf he J pro(l ; Kl,creof l,e togroded to 
taleic mthorn laying it out for the good 
w the Provinces, or returning it, as he ought 
mo the Publ.ck Trealury. Therefore ciL 
/ was ordered to be (eized and put to death. 

Hut he escaped immediately into Great Britain, 

z * and 
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and gathering together there an Army, he re- 
voiced, and was declared Emperor. 

There were now many Wars growing to¬ 
gether upon the hands of Diocleftan, which hp 
knew not, whether he might be able to fuftain 
alone. The Sarmatians made great impreffi- 
ons upon Pannonta, the Ptrftans Ufurped upon 
the Provinces of the Eaft, the Allemans arid 
the Burgundians were preparing to break vio¬ 
lently into Gallia, Caraufm continued to main¬ 
tain the Quality of Emperor in Great Britain, 
So Diocleftan advanced Maximian from a Cccfar, 
to be Emperor in conjunction with him: and 
againft the Sarmatians he repaired in Perfon 
himfelfi to whom having made appear the 
Power and Glory of his Arms, he pafled on 
from thence into Armenia , where he br*ke the 
Force of the Perfians , and obliged them to fue 
for a Peace. Maximian in the mean time op- 
pofsd the Motions of the Barbarians in Gallia, 
till they even mouldered away of themfelves^ 
and were deftroyed by Famine and Peftilence. 
But yet others of them renewing their Incursi¬ 
ons the next Year, and palling over the Rhine 
upon the Ice into Gallia, Maximian had the ho¬ 
nour of driving them back to whence they 
came; and not that only, but he followed them 
over the Rhine by a Bridge which he erected, and 
laid Germany wafte as far a>s to the Fountains 
of the Danube. With the like fuccefs Diocleftan 
king returned out of Armenia , expelled the 
Goths from Thrace, and lecured the Pallageof 
the River again!! them by three Forts, which 
he built. ' 1 

1 ' .mi 'in 
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Whilft thefe things palled, Acbilleus aflumed 
the Purple upon him, at Alexandria in«AEgypt > 
and likewife a People called the Quinquegenti* 
dm , or a Confederacy of five Cities in'Africa, 
were upon the Revolt, and other Wars tbreat- 
ned from other Parts the Roman Empire. Here¬ 
upon Dioclefian and Maximian gave a Meeting 
to each other at thex City of Milan ; where 
they agreed upon two Pci fbns, whom to cre¬ 
ate Cafars for their affiftance; who were Con • G on f| ant | i , 
flantius Chlorus, and Galerius Maximianut. The u$ and 
firft was appointed for the direction of Gallia Galeriu*. 
and the recovery of Great Britain, the other **} a de Ce- 
for the defence of the Banks of the lflher 
whilft Dioclefian charged himfelf with the Affairs 
of *ASgypt and the Eaft, and Maximian had the 
care of Italy and of the War of Africa. All 
three reverencing Diocleftan as their common 
Father. 

Purfiiant to this Diftribution, Dioclefian re¬ 
paired to eAEgypt, and there levelled the Cities 
of the Thtbais to the ground. 

Conflantius expelled Caraufm out of Gallia, 
whither he was then advanced; but as Caraufm 
by hight, arrived again in Great Britain, he Was 
killed by one of his own Friends and chief Offi¬ 
cers, AleSlus , after he had held the Govern¬ 
ment of that Province almoft feven Years; 
and Aleftus let up himfelf in his ftead. Agaiiift 
whom Conflantius prepared a Fleet in order to 
attack him at once' by Sea and Land> affifted 
by Afclepiodotur the Captain of the Guards r 
who overcoming A left us, after lie had reign’d 
about three Years, that Victory finifhed the 
4 Reduction 
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Redu&ion of the I(land of Great Britain . 

" Maximian , palling with his Forces into Afri- 
ca. eafily drove before him the §{uw<jUfgentiani< 
They fled for,fhelter into thjeir inacceffible Faft. 
nefles: but being forced to come to a Battel 
in the next Seafon, he Vanquifo’d them, took 
vf . 01 Prisoners, and difpofed of them at his 
difcretiom 

Like wile Galerius obtained a fignal Victory, 
in his Division, over the Baflarna and the Sar- 
■ tnatians ; in which Conflantine, the Son of Con- 
ft ant ins Chlorus by Helena, fo Nobly fignalized 
his YoiitH, as to take the Sarmatian General 
Prifoner, and bring him alive to Galerius. 

After this Dioclefian Commanded Galerius 
out of Tannonia into zAEgypt, and fent him to 
Encounter the Tyran tAchilleus, who-was not 
35 opprefled there, Galerius Engaging and 
overccminghim about Peltifium , or Behais, A- 
cbilUiiitied for refuge into Alexandria ; but Gale- 
rius followed him and befieged him in Alexan¬ 
dria ; and obliging that City to fiirrender to him 
upon diferetion m eight days, by the order of 
Dioclefan,k was dcinolilhed, and expofed to 
tree Plunder, and Acbilleus was cart tp the Wild 
Bea/ts. 

Egypt re- The War of ts£gypt having detained Dio- 

dne'd. cleftan in thole Pa.ts no Jefs than fix Years, 
Narfes the King of Pttfia was encouraged in 
the mean time to commence a new War in 
the Eaft, and to make his Incurfions into Me- 
Jopotawia and Armenia . Wherefore Diocletian 
lent Galerius away into the Eaft; who came 
to Anuocb with a good Army, and had the 
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better of Narfes in two Battels. But ralhly 
venturing the fortune of a third, on a time 
when his Force was become much reduced, he 
was fo well beaten, that he loft almoft entire* 
ly all his Men, and with difficulty efcaped with 
his own Life. He came to Dioclefian ; who 
received him in a manner, width was to let 
him know, that he highly relented his Condud, 
and he was fcarce willing to truft him with 
another Army to give him an opportunity to 
repair his difgrace. However Galerius ob¬ 
tained the leave to try his Fortune once more 
againft Narfes * and this time he gave the ¥er- 
fans foch a rout, that he took the Wife, Si- The Peril-, 
fters, and Children of Narfes Prifoners, and «n« totally 
obliged him to a Peace upon the Condition^ routed ; 
of returning back to the Romans all the Pro¬ 
vinces that he had Uforped from them, and to 
take the Tygris for the Boundary of the Roman 
Empire. v 

Altogether the lame Fortune did Conftantius 
meet with in the Eaft, of being firft overcome 
by , and then of overcoming the Germans, 

They palled the Rhine upon the Ice, and gave 
him luch a blow on a fudden, that he fled 
wounded to the next Garrifon in that precipi¬ 
tancy and that danger,that the Gates being fhuc, 
he was forced to be haled upon the Walls by 
a Rope: but yet Rallying again prefently, and 
epgaging the Enemy with Tome frefh Men 
and a frelh Courage, he killed to the number an f li, f~ 
of. Sixty thoufand of them uppn the place. tJe 
Thefe great and repeated Vi&ories elevated ermanf ’ 
the Pride of Dioclefian to aheighth, that not 
' Vontented # 
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contented, neither with the Habit which had 
been uiually wqrn by the Roman Emperors, nor 
with theaccuftomed Reverences that were paid 
them, he decorated his Perfon with Jetoels and 
doth of Gold; he caufed his EnamelPd Shoes 
to be killed, and himfelf to be Adored, and to 
be called a God and Lord; which none of his 
Predeceffors had done, finceCa%«Vand Do 

mitian, " ' 

When he triumph’d in great Pomp at Row, in 
conjunAion with Maximian, he entitled himfelf 
> and Maximian , Hcrculius : As if him¬ 
self was a lecond Jupiter , and Maximian a fe. 
cond Hercules, He Triumph’d Wer the Goths, 
Baflarna , J^uadi, Sanitations, Egyptians and 
rerftans : Maximian over the Franks, AUemans, 
Brttains and Mauritanians, And their Triumphal 
Chariot was preceded by the Captive Sifters 
and Children of the King of Perfia. 

This is what hath occurred to me, as to the 
Military part of the Life of Dioclefian, For by 
the lofs of the Commentaries of Claudius Ew 
fibtnsus, his Secretary, before mention’d by Vo- 
pifesssy and by the deplorable lofs of other the 
like Originals, it is very vifible, that a great 
many Particulars of both Dioclefian, Maximian , 
Confiantius and Galerit/s, are wholly buried in 
Oblivion. 

To proceed therefore, to what remains. 
Thele two Emperors publilhed an EdiA, which 
bears date from Alexandria, the day before the 
Kalends of April, and which is directed to Ju¬ 
lianas the Proconful of Africa, againft the bale 
and infamous SeA r as it calls them, of the 

Meniebttt 
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Mamebees. They order them to be.entirely ex¬ 
tirpated ; the Heads and Chieftains of them, 
together with their abominable Writings, to be' 
burnt; their Followers to be lent to the Mines, 

or otherwise P uni ft?d with Death; and ail their 

bftaccs to be confifcated into the Treafury. 

As to the Chriftians, they publilhed an EdiA 
in the Year *8<5. whereby they forbad any 
Perfon to be allowed to Buy, or Sell, or Grind, 
or draw Water, who refufed to burn Incenfe 
before the Statues of the Gods. But this EdiA The Em 

Tnf °>/ 01 ’ the prefent ’ c,ie Chriftians %£V 
who Jived at Rome. It is not underftood to eicbU 

nave been emoyned tobeobferved 6ver ailthe^' 4 ”'- 
Empire. The Fire was kindled by degrees : 
till being continually blown up from the nSs 

£ eGe S tlk P Vf ftsandthe Philofbphersand 

orego the Trade of the gainful Sacrifices and 

w a 0 m,°na he Genti ! e Re,ifiion 5 and ^ere never 
anting more and more Fuel to feed the Flame 

tEV* ?ft i t0 a " Vni^erfal Conflagration! 

J* 11 ,s no ; for th L is Place to re- 

mnS TT 1 '° **7* >' Was the 

nioft Unmerciful, Inhumane, Dire, Outraei- 

ousScene offiarbariiy that ever the Sun be¬ 
held j and fpilc more blood, in a manner that 

*• l 1 def r “-aSSSMS 

AAors, but glorious to the Sufferers, than 
M fpilt before in a .honfand wS 
A Legion of Tbebaan Soldiers* who had 

bsan, and by having been ufed to Winter in 
w*fime t had been brought to embrace the 

Chriftian 
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Chrlftian Religion, was in the Year 107, Com. 
manded out of the Eaft to ferve under Maxi- 
mian in Gallia, The Tribune was Mauricim, 
the Standard-bearer Exuperius, and among the 
reft there was one Candidas, a Senator. They 
were a compleat Legion of 5666 Stout Meft, 
well appointed. So Maximian , going to meet 
the Enemy, commanded the ufual Sacrifices to 
be offered to the Gods, the whole Army to be 
purged, and all the Soldiers to burn Incehft) 
which this Legion, being Chriftians, refufing, 
they were decimated once: that is, every tenth 
Man drawn out and put to death. But this 
could not alter their Principles. They were 
\ decimated a fecond time: but neither fo, were 

they to be removed from their Religion. Then 
they were furrounded by the Army, and ail 
flain in their own Camp, at a Place called 
Agaunum in Gallia, whither they were retired, 
the diftance of eight. Miles from the Camp of 
Maximian » but aflufirtg him, that excuhng 
I them their Religion, they were always ready 

to return unto nis Gamp again, and to Ad as 
bravely as any againft the Enemy. 

It was by the Hands and Labours of the Chri- 
Ilian Soldiers, that Maximian raifed thofe im* 
menfe Strudures of the Baths of Dioclefian at 
Rome, the Baths of his own Name at Carthage, 
the Palace at Aquileia, and the Amphitheatre! 
at Verona. For he condemned them to any 
the molt lervile Offices. 

As he aflifted, upon the fifteenth of the 
j Kalends of May in the Year 301. at the Games 

1 ■' of 

f i 
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of the Cirque, the Populace, who knew very 
well that they could not do any thing to. oblige 
him more, cryed, Let the Chriftians be cutoff 
and repeated it twelve times. May it pUafe 
pur Majefiy, let there be no Chriftians. They 
repeated this ten times. r . therefore Eugeuiut 
Hermogenianus , the Captain of the Guards, pro- 
pofed theMatter to the Senate; who refolving 
it in tfi$ Affirmative, Maximian iflued out his 
Refcript for, their Excifipn,i deeded to Venufti- 
anus, thes ,day before the'Kalends of May. 

In tljgi next place, came out the General 
Edid .of pioclejian, to Jbolifatbe Ajjemblies of 
the Chriftians, in all placet whetefoever they wire ; 
to raze their fiburches to the. ground, to bum their 
Scriptures, to (ecure their Ecfiefiafiicks, to deprive 
them pf, all Ifonours, Office sand Libert id, and 
by all the means imaginable, to force them to, com¬ 
fy to. ffy Wprftiip of tbfit (pods. Infinite Num¬ 
bers upon this, in all Parts, perifhed. In ex£- 
V/pt alone 140000 were Martyred, and 700000 
Banilhed. Columns were let up over all the 
Roman .Empire in the Names of Dioclefian an d 
Maximian, and fometime? D'mUfian and Galt- 
rius, vainly boafting, that they had extinguifh- 
ed the Chriftian Name. Whereas, on the con¬ 
trary, they had propagated it, and confirmed 
it. For the Blood of the Martyrs was the 
Seed of the Church; and the Chriftians fur- 
mounted all this with a Virtue, never to be for¬ 
gotten, never to be exprefled, 

Dioclefian himfelf lived to know, that his 
Enterprize was impradicable. He fell into a 

Melancholy, 
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Melftrtdioly, gtfinfetf the Purplewhich’others 
have io'dearly bought, Created Galmus A t Ni. 
cokedia Emperor Id his (lead, and retired for 
HiV iiflyh part td-fhb ’City of Salona in Dal- 
Deatr , „ f whereafter a - Private Life of 9 Years 

Diocletian h ® foinrlW he Poifoned hidifelf, and 
tho Romans otortfedtdtedh'ini a God He had 
reigned zo'Y&fo, and lived to the. Age 6f 68, 
Maximan, at the pdrfivafion OrDiotleJidn, 
concurred with him in this his laflffthprece! 
dented Adion. They both Abdicated Em- 
pire in a day. MaxiMian created'in- Kis 1 Head 
. Cwfidntiui Emperor at Milan, and Wefitand 
Maximian liyed^a private Life in the Provided ^r iW 
and re- ma-.‘, \ till the Romans perfwaded him i6 refunig 
jurnu his Dignity again, in ■ order to determine a 
great Quarrel that was arifen betwixt MaSintm 
his Son, and Severn the Kinfman ofGaleriast 
Maximian endeavour’d'id like manner to have 
perfwaded Dioclejian to; have refumed his for¬ 
mer Dignity again alfo. But Dioclejian detefted 
it, and laid, I wifh you could fee my Gardens, 
that I have Planted with my own hand at Salona : 
you-would never have thought this a thing to it 
propofed to me. However Maximian put him- 
lelt at the Head of an Army, and went to the 
biege of Ravenna ; and getting Sever us, by 
Treachery, within his Power, he flew him; 
whole Body was interred afterwards in the 
Sepulchre of Gallienus upon the Appian Way 
p Miles fr om Rome. Quitting the Army, when 
this Work was done, becaule he was not over¬ 
welcome to Command it longer, he vifited 
Dioclejian at Salona, and then went into Gallia , 

where 


where he matched his Daughter Faufta unto 
the Emperor Confiantine, the Son of ConJlalZ ■ - 
who had fucceeded to the Powers 
of his Father. But yet as he was at Treves it 
was found, that he pradifed his Arts UD on the 
Soldiers, with a defign, if he could, to expel 
Confiantine and poffefs himlelfofthe Emone 
f 0 ^ntme was adverriled of k P bv 
^ j^.P u i^ uin g him asifar isjtbMarleillJ 

mstea vi&JSS 

:t ^ - A' *** 

He was born at Sirnilh lttiSdldvania 

Parents. His Wife was Em n J, a slit 
^ llfiie NUxntiut and 

ffi Fr S"r t0 Diocl 'Ci*», and one that°had 
been his old Companion in Arms And h« 
was Incontinent, ahd Treacherom.* ' 


H E 
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EMPERORS 

Flayius Conftantius Chfarus , 

AN Ef 

Galenas Maximtanus Armentams, 

B Y 

J, BERNARD. 

T HERE is the lels to be fpoken of 
thefe two Princes in this place. Be* 
caufe a great part of their A&ions 
hath been reprefenced already in the Account 
of the Emperors fore-going, under whom they 
ferved, and who advanced them fucceffively 

to 
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E m ^' em ' y “ ° f ° cflrS > a " d th =“ «f 

at I he f± r f, , ' lla i l on L V l,ere “K« notice, that 
they war « Cf eated Carfars, 
they were obliged to put a way their Wives to 
"hom 'jiey were already married and S’,? 

f° r » Jye of Affinity, inti the Famt 
{'.*/ °I and Maxmsan, Con&antiut 

JHWSnjWf from HtUn., by whCim 

Emworc^r"”’ ? 1 “ > was “forward. the 
!S » nT th 1 Gv "*i “nd he re- 
Sir m S.? teiw “'. W1 ? was Daughter-in. 
rTmi -^ TT In , llke n,a nue, Galtritu 
5“»* t0 f <k ™' wl10 was the Daughter 
lL D . 'j a "‘ but did not lire long with 
tent and to conlecrate her Memory to futu- 

N?mfS.- er “"W" P" 1 '" itnpofed her 
mme on a part of Tannonia , which he called 

^to n ?r-F^’‘, and4lfo l he Kav/her 
£ We. ° ty fitUated Up ° n th8 Banks of 
Confiantim was the Son of a Daughter of 
who was the Brother of the Emperor 
CUudm. He was created the Cadar, proper- 
y to Maximum, to whom he lucceeded m 

£S?rT ent ° f . the Wefi > and 

jras theCafar properly to Diodtfian, to whom 
ne Succeeded in the Empire of the Eafi, But 

Wa , s a Prince endowed with all 
»w hne and good Qualities in the World, it is 
certain that he neither when he Was a Cslar 
JW when Emperor, dipped his Hands in the 
“jod of the Chriftians, which all the other 
ihree laboured to fpill W.tlj f 0 much greedi. 

A a . neft; 
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nefs. He could not indeed contradict the E- 
diets of thole about them, but yet he mode-1 
rated the matter in their Favour as much as 
joflible, and the DeftruCtion was always the 
els where he came. Galerists , one day, urging 
lim on to be as violent upon it as his Brethren, 
le publilhed an Order for all Perfons to de¬ 
part his Court, who would not lacrifice. But 
fuch Chriftians, as for fear, and the advan¬ 
tage of Haying in his Court, complied, he 
blamed and turned out of it; and fuch as 
had cholen rather to depart, than Sacrifice, he 
re called and retained them, faying ; He couli 
not doubt of their Fidelity to hint, who were ft 
True to God. 

There is this other Paflage, that Ihews the 
Goodnelsof Conftantius, not to be omitted. Dw- 
clefian had blamed very much his Negligence, 
and reproached him with being a poor Prince, 
becaule he had no Money in his Trealiiry. Cm- 
fiantiut delired the Envoys, who had brought 
him that Meflage, only to ftay a little, and 
they Ihould lee more of this matter. In the 
mean time, he fignified his defire to all his 
States, tofurnilh him with Money. They fil¬ 
led his Coffers immediately, and with a Zeal, 
in which every one had an emulation to excel. 
Then Brewing to the Envoy of Diocleftan his 
Riches, he laid, Hit Subjetfs Money was all at 
his Devotion ; but he never thought it fafer , than 
when they were the Keepers of his Treafury. 

Galerius was by his Birth a Dacian of mean 
Parentage. He was called Armentarm , be- 


Vol; If. Emperors Fltfvius and Galerius. 

caufe at the firft in his Youth, he was but a 
Keeper of Cartel. His Mother’s Name Was 
Komula y from which ho took an occalion to 
c?Jw. P^ce of his Birth Romlianus, and he 
pretended to lay, that His Mother when Ihe 
conceived of hiip, was impregnated by a Dra- 
goo. He was of a tyrannical Difpofition. 
and much addifted to the Magicks. He was 
particularly bloody upon the Chriftians of Ns- 
comedia. But coming to die by a Difeafe 
Which, confumed his Secret Parts, and rotted 
out his Eyes, and parted his Flelh from his 
Bones, he was lo lenfible of the Hand of God 
in it, that he countermanded the Perfecution, 
and begged the Prayers of the Chriftians unto 
God for him. 

. Whilft the moderate Conftantius contented 
hiinfelf with the Adminiftration of no more 
than Gallia , Spain And Great Britain, Galerius 
thought fit to create two Cadars, the one to 
prefide over Italy , the other to go into the 
Eaft, who were his two Sifter’s Sons, Flavius 
Valerius Severus, and Galerius Maximin, In 
which Promotion, pretermitting Confiantine the 
Son of Conjlantius by Helena , who had all along 
ferved under him; and Confiantine together with 
his Relentments of that, lulpe&ing a Defign 
againft his Perlon, he made his efcape from 
him, and fled into Great Britain to' his Father, 
who was arrived there out of Gallia i, in order 
to make War upon the Caledonians and the 
fills. His Father with Joy embraced him, 
and by the Content of all the Forces appoin- 
fcd afnd declared him bis SuctielTor5 and pre- 
As J lent If 
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fetttly after that, his Father dying at the Gitv 
of Tori the Eighth of the Kalends of Antal 
m the Year Three Hundred and Six ; then 
commenced the Reign of the Emperor Con- 
fiantine the Great. 

Conft ant tits was Emperor not much above 
one Year ,Galemt reigned about fix; and both 
had been before thirteen years Gzfars. They 
finiflied the vaft Structure of the Baths of Dk. 
clef an, which was a Work fromjthe beginning, 
of leveo years. Galtrius did a great deal of 
good to the Province of Pannonia, by cutting 
down the Woods, and converting them into 
uelds, and by opening a Mouth for the Lake 
reljo, to fall into the Danube. He created 
Lictmus Emperor in Gonjundion with him, 
towards the end of his Reign, and fet himo! 
ver lBjrtcum and Thrace ; being one who was 
" ,s , C ^u £ try ;” , f an » f, Dacian, and who had fig. 
nahzedhimfelf well under him in the Wan 
or Ptrfia. And then GaBerius died in the man* 
ncr which hath been faid, in the Year three 
hundred and eleven. 


FINIS. 


A 

CHRONOLOGY 

TO BOTH 

VOLUMES. 



A 


CHRONOLOGY 

TO THE 

Firft Volume. 


Ann, Chrifii, 

96 J)° mitian kill '‘ i ’ Sept * l8 ’ 

N E R V A. 


97 f^Onfpiracy of Calphurnius Craffus 
V-/ gainfi him. 


Adopted Trajan. 
98 Dies, Jan. 17* 


TRAJAN; 


100 * 1 pHE Dacian War of five Tears. 

103 X His Bridge over the Danube. 

104 Arabia reduced by Palmas. 

tpf Decebalus the King of Dacia kills himfelj. 

A a 4 *07 Death 




CHRONOLOGY, 

A.C. 

107 Death of Licinius Suras* 

108 The Parthian Expedition. 

I i 1 Depofttion of Parthamalyris from the Crown 
of Armenia. 

M3 Armenia, Mefoporamia, Aflyria conquered ,• 
114 Rebellion of the jews. 

The Forum and Column ofTr&\znrfini{htd. 
HI Earfhf^ke # Antioch- /• 

| |6 Trajah'j Vopagc on the Red*Sea. 1 

Revolt of his Conquefis. 

117 Adoptetb Hadrian. 

Dies, Aug 10. 

v'a;.:^adri Ailri’^'i- 

1 1 8 p Almas, Celfus, and others killed . 

1 19 * He relinquifhes the Conquers of TftHAEL 
in Aarianople built. 

123 Expedition into Great Britain. 1 

At Athens initiated in the Eleufinjaft Aft- 
feries* ' . 

126 VaJJetb into Africa. 
ri7 Again yiftotb Athens. 

119 Ereffs a Tomb to bis Horff. 

1U Death of Antinous. 

J ?4 Sepulchrum Hadriani built , 

Adopteth yEliusVerus. 

M7 TElius Verus dies. 

n8 Hadrian adopteth Antoninus Pius, 

Dies, July 10. • >'i 0 

' . /: it’'- 


G H R Q N O L GflG Y, 
ANTONINUS N0S. 


1 \9 A Doptetb Mwcus AflthriinuS, Feb. is,.; 
141 SublfciUs. 4t Rome. 

tyutbtf btsWife tfattftini. '' 

144 The Britain* reduced by Lollius Urbicus. 

145 The Moors, Germans, Dacians, and Alans 

reduced:. 1 ' ( f ' 

147 Matches his Daughter toMdf CU $ Antohidus, 
Apollonius the Pbilefophlr of Childs ihvi~ 
ted to Rome. •' ' ‘ ‘ 

1^1 yin Inundation of. the Tfybfcr. 

156 Attilius TitfinUS profctibed. 

161 Death, March 6. 

Marcus Antoninus the Vhilofopler. 

i6r A Sftciatis Verus to him in the Empire. 

xx The Parthian War of'five Teats * 
i$a Agricola fent mto Great Bricim; v".. 
166 Gommodus declared.Qafat , O<ftob.i2. 

168 A great Pefiilencei . ; ' . 1 

1^9 The Marcomannick War. 

Death of Verut. 

174 Victory over the Qua<Jt and Mayconwpnk 

175 The Revolt cfGafliuS. ;• 

17 M. Anton, pajfeth to Athens. 

177 Triumphs:- 

Com modus declared hit AJJbciate in the Em¬ 
pire , November a7* ?• . 1 •; ■ > - 

178 Matches Commodus to Crifpin'a. : c 

*8o Death, Marchifc ' ' 

COM- 





I 

C H R ON OI'OOIY. 
GOMMO DU S. 

A.C. 

180 *~¥*Rmmpbs. - , 

181 Lnemnijlryrf PfentJU; . 

182 The Britain* reduced}} Ulpiu?t MarceUuf. 
184 Attempt of Pompeianus agaidfl thiUfedf 

Commodus. , L „. , , 

Ludill a, Sifter to Cotnmodusfttt to death, 
1.85 The Baths of Gommodus built. 

186 Perennis killed. 

187 The Msniflry of Gleander. 

190 Gleander killed. • 

Commodus puttetb bis ousts Head upon tot 
Colofs of the Sutt, 

192 ASletb Hercules. . 

Death. 

P E R T I N A X. 

t %6 0 R N ' 1 , _ . 

167 1 J Defeatetb the Germans under the Reign 

of M. Antoninus. 

193 His Death, March 18. • 

DIDIUS JULIANUS. 

I9j Ij^y Epoftd and killed) June* - 

S E V E R U S. 

194 T\Efeau and flays Pefcennius Niger. 

fp 6 JL J VsBories in the Eaft. 

Declares Garacalla Cafar, June 1. 

198 Over 


CHRONOLOGY. 

AC. 

198 Overcomes/ and kills Albiflu?. 

Declares Caracalla Emperor with him) and 
Geta Cafar. ..i ... 

100 His Expedition a^ainft J^arthia. , , r . 
pot Edi&as if tfe Cpififtidfst'apdJeiiisi' 

J03 Martiitb Caracalli to Pl^Utilla. 

Triumphs. • f 

205 Plautianus killed, 

208 * irM>o' t v ' 

no His Watt there built r . , ? 

211 Death,Febr.4. MV, V^ 

.7 .rV. 

CAR AC AtLAi 

212 ET A killed, Febr: 5. 

VjT And Papinian. 

213 His Journey into Gallia. 

214 Banijhes the Senate from Rome. 

115 Marries bis Mother-in-Lavr. 

Zi 6 Commits a vafiSlaughter in Alexandria. 
217 . ife.6w^ April.8. - 

OPILIUS MACRINUS- 

C Oncludetb a Peace with the Parthians. 
Overcome) and killed l 

HELIOGA B ALUS. 

219 A Rrives at Rome, 
in JtjL Adopteth Alexander Severus. 

222 Oeatb) March 6 . 


ALEX- 


UJ 


c h a o n o t o o y. 

ALEXANDER SfiVERUS. 


\/T Inifrn of tflpi&h under him. 
i»5 IVJL Unrno fk( Baths o/Goratnoclus 
Caracalla: . 

2.16 Ulpian, killed. ■ 
ijo Expedition againfi Artaxerxes. 

232 Taurinns executed, 

2; 3 Cajhiers a Legion. 

234 Triumphs, Sept. 2<. 

HisDeath^ March 18. 
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CHRONOLOGY 
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Second Volume. 


Ann. Chrifti, 

III Germany. 

\\t \7 • Tbt G . or ^ ani fit U P iff Africa. 

^™Aq*^ lbin “ r ’'“ th ,tiSnJ "■ 
Death of the Maximins* 

l]l » D . eat ^ °f Maximus WBalbinus. 

* 4 ° ^fr2iri abin,anus ****** Gordianu$ 

J 4 ! T}? Marriage of Gordianus the Third, 

242 Hts Expedition into the Eaft. 

24? Death of Myfitheus. 

It* S,°;i a "“ ! t n " d - 

3 1° \r* Ph'hps Overcome and Slain, 

» 5 i Valerian EleftedCenfor, OAob. 27. 


Death 





CHRONOLOGY. 

A. C. 

Death of the Decii. 

252 - of Gallus and Volufianus. 

aj4 Valerian AJfociates Gallienus with him k 
the Empire. 

a 59 Valerian taken Prijbner by the Perfians: 

> 6 ? 7 lb* Revolts of Macriaqus, jlnaenuus, 
* 2 l Balifta, Valens,Pi(o,<»W mlrs of 

262 \ the Thirty Tyrants. 

2,0 ;J .3 y - y ' Lx ' 

%6x Odenatus Abfilute in the Eafi. 

264. Expedition of Gallienus againft Polthu- 

16 ySS^O^a^us. •• 

268 - of Gallienus, March 2 1 . 

The Goths, and other Barbarians lay we# 
the Roman Empire. 

269 Expedition of Claudius again# them. 

170 Deathof' Claudius,,Feb.5.,y K' 

—r of his Brbther* . 

171 The Libri Sybillini Confulted by the oritr 

of Aureliap. . , ’ • 

275 Zenobia taken Prifoner by Aurelian, 
Tetrieus fitrrenders to bimt 

274 Aureiian Triumphs. 

275 Hu Death, Jan; 19 ‘ , ■ 

Tacitus Elected by the Senate, after ats ft* 

ter-regnumof fix Months, SepMJ* 

17 6 Hu Death, Apr. I}. 

Death of Florianus. 

277 Expedition of Probus in/o Gallia. 

2,-fc — again# the Almains. 

18 r Revolt of Saturninus. , 

• 282 Rtvefli 


chronology, 

a. c. • 

281 Revolts of Proculus and Boriolus. 

. Death of Probus, Nov.-3. 

284 Death of Carus and Numerianus; 

: Succejfion 'of Dioclefian. 

285 Carinus Defeated and Slain, 

Maximian Created Cselar, and ftnt into 
, Gallia. 

286 Revolt of Caraufius. 

Maximian Created Emperor, 

EdiSt again# the Cbriftians, { -^ , 

2S7 Expedition of Dioclefian into Armenia, 
Edit} again# the Manichees. 

288 Germany laid wafi by Maximian. 

The Goths Reputed by Dioclefian. 

Revolts of Achilleus and the Quinquegen- 
tiani. 

290 Dioclefian and Maximian meet at Milan. 

291 Gonftantius and Galerius Created Caefars. 

292 Dioclefian in Egypt. 

Caraufius Killed. 

Revolt of Alc&us. 

293 Vitlory of Galerius in Pannonia. 

294 Defeat of Achilleus. 

295 Great Britain recovered to the Empire. 

The Quinquegentiani reduced. 

296 Galerius defeated by the Perfians. 

297 Regains his Honour. 

As likewife Conftantius. 

The Thebsan Legion Maffacred. 

*98 Dioclefian Adored. 

- His Baths begun upon. 

301 Dioclefian and Maximian Triumph. 

Refeript of Maximian againft the Cbrifiians. 

302 Edit} 


GHRONQLQGfc 


AC 

lot Edi&'tf Dioelefian agaihjb the Cbrifiiant, 
304 Dioclefian. and Maximiari Abdicate tk 
Eatpire. 

jo 6 Death of Conftantiusw GreatBritain. 
Severus <i«J Maximin Cw««/,(S*fars. 


307 Ma*inaian takes andjlayt Severus. 

Ii be Marriage of Gonftantinc and Fauftfc 
jo? Death of Maximianj- . v 
jio Licinius CtentedEmptraft 1 
311 Deatbof Galcriusf V* \ 

313 Deatbof Dioclefian* 
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A. 

A CbiUeus, 343,344. Acholius, 9 o?/ 
v£gyptia»i, 138, 18$, 307. 

*s£litu Cordusfl. v£ltusLabipriM*s t t 74 . 
ts£liut Sabinas, jf, , 
v£milian, 97, ni, 158. 

of the Martyrs, 340. 

African Revolt, 15. Agattnmh) 3 48. 

f. Alettus, 343. 

Alexander Sever mi, 8, 29. 

Alexandria, 308,344; Almui,2p 4. 

Amandut, 341, Amm 8 tvetut t \U 
ApiUo, 2 3. Afplloniiu TjMetit, it 1. 

Ayxiltia 2 j, 3 j, 348, 282. 

Argm bit t 6 p. Arrint Apeir, 319, 

Ajcltpiodotiu, 341, 

Bb Aarehan ; 



INDEX. 

Aurelian ; hisExtraaion, 197- Perfonage,2oo; 
Exploits being a private Man, ibid. Dilci- 
pline,ioi. Honour done to him, 209. A- 
- doption, tin Declare^ Emperor, 213. 
His Marcomannick War, 214. Extreme Seve¬ 
rity,! 18. Severity and Mercy, iio. Con* 
quefts, 221,223, 229,230. Triumph, 231, 
Death, 234. Publick Managements, 233, 
237.. Gharafter, 135,244. Munificence, 

247 -' „ 

Aurelius ApoBinaris , 328. 

Aureolas , no, 113,145,180. 

Ausburgh, 134/ 

B. 

his Charaaer,8i. Declared Em- 
pqror, Jealoufie, 88. Death, 89* , 

Baibas Cornelius Theopbaties , 8i« 

Balifia, m,i 54 - Baparna,t^%. 

Blemmya, Bologna, 173* 

Bono/us ; hisExtraaion, 312. Ability at Drink¬ 
ing, 313. Death,/W. 344. 

C. 

■/ 

C AUicrates Tyrius, 198. Calpburnia , 172. 

Candidas, 34 8 - CapeBianus, 20,51, 
Caracallus, 34. Caraufios,, 341, 343. 

Carinas i his Enormous Vices and Luxury,351, 
333. Death 335. 0^,228. 

CtfrMi; his Births 321. Efteem with Probus,M 
Perfim Expedition; 315. Death,/W*/. -Vi¬ 
ctories, 327, Games, 335. 

Cartbty i 


INDEX. 

Carthage, 348. Cajjim Longinus, 22$, 
Cecropius, I2f. Celfus,. 165. 

Cenforinui,i1i. Cbrifiians, 308. 

Chilian Bilhops and Presbyters, 308. 

C/«™, 38. Circejfum, 72.. 

CW/w; his Elevation to the Empire,ii4,i2<, 

Elogium, 176. Honours dohe to him, 7 78 

1 7 P, 1 $>4. Vidories, over Aureolas, 180 The 
£4^/^181,182,184. His Death, 187. 
Family, 188. The Opinion df feveral Em* 
perorsof him, 189, 

Claudius Eufibenius, 335, 

Conpantine , 344* 351. 

Confiantinople, IIJ, u 5 . 
confiantius j his Delcent, 124. Prefidentlhip of 
Dalmatia, 334, Created C®far, 334,343. 
Reduces Gr?<»f Britain, 343. Exploits with 
the Germans, 345. Created Emperor, 550. 
Coptos, 292. Cornelius Tacitus , 2<Sa. 

Coyners, 236. Crifpinm ,23. 

Crifpur, 188. Ctefiphon , 119, 326. 

Curias Fortunatiams, 79. 

Cytiades , 13 a, 

D. 

D /fci 4 , 238 . Dec//, ptf, 

Dexippus, 134 , £/*»*, 1 r4> 

Diocleftan ; his Gharaaerby 329. Kills 

Aper,%%o. Reign fore-told,/£/<£ Great Ex- 
preffions, 24?, 336. Name and mean On* 
ginal, 339. Proclaimed Emperor, 329,340. 
Clemency, 341, Creates Maximian Cx-iar 
and Emperor, 342. Pride, 346. Triumph, 
Bb 1 34 6. 



I N D E X. 

%\6. Baths, 348 . Editf againft the Chii- 
: ftians,V4P l Abdication^. Death, 3 50 . 
Dioclefm Per(ecution,i4°j?47i iW‘ 

Drinking>3Q$, 31?* 

. E. 

Aftbquake, 61 ,11 %, Eolipfe , 59. 

Edstl againft the Manicbets, 546. , > 

Edift againft the Chriftians, % 47,349. 

EmiJJa, 11 f, 123. Ennius, 183. 

Eunuchs , 6 1 . Exuperius, 3 48, 

F. 

F Abilius,\o. Fahius Cir)Uianus,lii. 

Fabuts MarceHinut , 174. F tsufta, 3 5 r. 

Firtnus ; hisRevolt, 130,301, 3 °?- Birth, joj. 
Vaft Wealth, ibid. Perfonage,3o4. Bodily 
Strength, ibid. Death, 303. 

Florianus, 261, 2C9. French, 307. 

Fursus Pldcidus, 2 »1. . 

G. 

1 

G Alerius ; created Ca;(ar, 343 . His Military 
Atchievments, 33 5, 344 ' Created Empe* 
ror, 350. 

Galiienus I. The Revolts under him, iop, 114. 
His Diffolutenels, mi. Peace with Aurttr 
lus, 1 13. ’ The Misfortunes of his times, 1 <4 
War with tofihumus, tit,. 11 6, Profound 
Negligence, 111. Decennial Games, 11 6 > 
Epithalamius made by him,i2i. His Wit, 1 *»• 
Death, 12). Character, ibid. Horrid Luxu- 
iy, 116. Cruelty, 141. Galhs- 


INDEX. 

G a Siestas If. 129. Qallus Antipater, i8o. 
Gams, 335. Gargihus Martial , 2 74, 

Gordianus l. His Extraction, ;3 7. Studies and 
Munificence, 38. Proconful of Africa ,40. 
Forced to accept the Empire, 1 6, 44; Death, 
52. Perfon and Character,«, 

Gordianusll. His Death,51. Character when 
young, 54. And in his advanced Age, yj. 
Perfonage,: 57. 

Gor dianus III. Declar’d Emperor,) 9. Marriage, 
60. Perfian Expedition^;. Depofcd and Slain, 
68 ,69. Character, 6p. Buildings, 70. Epi¬ 
taph, 72. 

Goths, 5, 114, 191. 

H, 

H Adrian, Hecatomb,# 1 ). 

Helianus, 341. Heliogabalus, 

Hemona , n, 35. Heraclammon , 120, ail, * 

Herat lianas, 12;. Herenman, 164. 

Herod, 123, iy; 4 Herodian , 14. 

Hofiilianus, Perpenna, 97. 

I. 

J EWS, 308. Ingenuus , 140. 

Interregnum, 139,250. Jotapiana, 9 5, 

Ifauna, 103, Julius Capitolinas, 174. 

Junius, Cordus, -9. Junius MeJJ'ala, 337, 
Tsberianus, 195. 

L. 

Etters of Alexander Severn, 3 2,40. Of 
r«/w», 1^7,202,217, 221,124,125,229, 
Of Aiaximin I. 33,49. Of Myjl 
tbeutyf 0,65, Of Gordianus 1U, Ci, 64. of 
B b 3 Claudius 




I N D E X. 

Claudius Juliams, 91. Of Bel fetus, 102. Of 
Balerus, 105 . Of Artabafdes, 104. Of Valerian 
! ' 1 M 9 > iff* 1 89,191,103,204,106,208* 

- 2 7 6 * 2 77-Of GaUienusl.lv, 193, 179. Of 
, Claudius, 143,182,183,213. 0 [ Deems, 1 91, 
Of Zenobif, 22 6 . Of the Army to the Senate, 
r 239. Of the Senate, 17,264. OiAntenim 
• Tiberitout,i6<. Of Claudius Capelltanus, 266. 
Of Tacitus, 181. Of Vrobus, 284,285.290. 

: 29;. Of Hadrian, 308. ,, 

, Licimus, 7;. loUianus, 135. 

Lots, 185, • , £ Pri/ew, 96. 


M. 


M Acedon, 12. 

Maemnns, 109, iio, 146, 147, 14$. 
Magnus,} 1. . Maoism, 153. . ' 

'Matsicbees, 346. , 

Marcia Otqcilia.Severa, 95. . _.. ( 

Marcus, 95. r Marlnus, 96. 

Marius, i;8. MariusMaximus, 274, 301. 
Martiantss, i2j. Mauricius, 43. 

Maxentius, 1 51. 

Maximian. His Character, 33$, 351. Crf 
atedC*/«/-,34i. Emperor, 342. His Sue- 
celles in Gallsa, 341, 342. And 344, 

Triumph, 346. MaflacrestheW^Le- 
gion, 347. Works, 348. Edict againftthe 
Chrilhans, 349. Abdication, 350. Trea¬ 
chery, 331. Death, 

Maximin J. His Extraction, 1. Rife, 2. p r «. 
ferment, 4. ; Reception from Heliogab<iIus,ii 
And Alexander. Severxlt 6* Strength of 
Body, 7. Proclaimed EmperOr, 9, Cru¬ 
elty, 


INDEX, 

elty, 9. Expedition againft the Germans, 13, 
Rage upon the News of the ^/riwa Re¬ 
volt, 19,49. Befieges Aquileia, 13. Death. 
24, Meafureof his Foot, 32. 

Maximin 11 His Beauty, 29,31,35. Learning, 
30. Pride and Conditions, 3 r. Death, 
M* 35 - 

Mdximus . Declared Emperor, 77. His Ex¬ 
traction, 79. Perfon and Manners, So. Re- 
ception at Rowe, 87. Death, 89. 

Memphis, 149, Mcnophilus , 2 3. 

Mneflheus, 234. Mojes, 177. 

Mutiny, 83. Myfitheus,6o,6 y. 


N. 


VTAfor/e/, 3<K. Newe/r, 83. 

X 7I Nicomacbus , 226,256, 

Numerianus. His Poetry and Oratory, 328. 
Death, 329. 


O. 

O Denattss, Ho, 119,122,123,151. 

Olympias Netneftanus, 328. 

Omens, 33,34* i> 9 , * 68 . One/imus, 3a 1. 


P. 

P Alfrurius, 192, Valfurm Suras, 128. 

Valmyra,\2\,2x<). Pifo,io 9 , 157. 
Tbilipl. His Rife, 66. Declared Emperor, 67. 
Depofes and Kills Gordianus III, 68. Fa¬ 
vourable to the Chriftians, 95. 

Bbilip II. 9j f Vompey M. 30, 51. 
Vofihumm , 112, 116,13 3, 135 * 

l 

B b 4 Vrobus. 




INDEX; 

Probus, His Birth and Parentage, 37$, & 
neem with feverai Emperors, 375,17^,377. 
>78, »79* 28 °* ? 8j . The Premiums given 
him, 278. Valour, . Elevation to the 
Empire* a 8;. Unwillingness to take it,284. 
Succefles agajnft the Barbarians, 389, 299. 
291. Eafter Expedition, X92. Inteftine 
Troubles, 394, Triumph, 39*. Death, 195. 
Elogium, 297,370. 

Prnulus. His Extradion and Wealth, 413. 

Death, 3 <2. Created Emperor, 413. ' 
Ptolemais , 391. 

Qi. * 

f'SXJietus, icp, ijo. 

yjShmmgmtim, 444, ; 44 . 

S£utnnltHt t 187,346. 

R r. 

Aventia %6. RegiOianus, 143. 

Roman Emperors few good, 242* 
Romania , 1. Rome, m its Thoufandtb 

Year, 7 3. Various Fortune under different 
Princes, 420. I 

S- 

S Abinianus^O; Sabinas ,49.' 

Sabinas Julianas,Mo, Salma, i< 0. 

S afore s, <* 4 , 102. 

Satuminus, Tyr. in the time of Gallimm. 160, 
Declared Emperor, 409, H» Scale 
of the Pe^js of that Station, 408. Death, 

294 , ? 


Senate. 


- —' -amw 

Senate. Their Ad for Conftituting the Gor¬ 
mans Emperors; and denouncing Maximitt 
an Enemy, 17* 46. Their Ad forConfti. 
wing Maximus and Ralbinus Emperos, 77. 

C A h0, u e ° f Valerian to be Cenfor H. 

They Vote the Ejcifioij of the Chriftianj, 
J.%' so g ^“of Women, 14 8.^.V 0 |j. 
c. £ J Sammonicat, <4. 

sZiTdff' 35 °* Hoflilianus,^. 

Spwchesof Af4 W Vwi»I. i 0j j 0( i’i^faariemsu;, 

UnZZZ* n h<e . firft Voice > 7 J. Vidius L 

tva’ 7 t DmUS > I00 ‘ ^ian,ioo, 209, 

„ 7 J- *} mUs > 1 Macria- 

ZSlmth I4 5‘ Awel '*»>^ WfmGrir 

cZllZLTr T j cttut > * 4 °, 2 5 jL,*<fo. ^//«i 
Cormpctus Gordtanus, 25;. *«£«„, FaUonius 

M.lT C n% 156 ‘ Ce f etim "> *f% 

M^us Galls cams, 259. JIMtt Statianus, 
207. Saturnsnus, 308. 

Suetonius Optatianus, 16$, 


T. Tacit 


I N D E x* 


T. / 

T Acit Decree, 48. 

Tacitm. His Election to the Empire,154, 
Unwilling to affume it, 2 59. Managements, 
i6x. Moderation and Diet, z6i. Death,267. 
Term, 274. Tetricut, 161,162,2 3 0,2 % 2,137. 

Thebajt, 34?. Tbebaan Legion, 347. 
Tbcodotus , 112. Tbyfdrm, 16, 43: 

Tibtrian Library, 174 * Timolaut , 16$. 

titianut , ;o. , Titui Quartinus, 12,175. 

Toxotius, 30.. TrtbtUian, 163. 
inbtll'm P«Uio,i9J. Treboniamt Garni &6, 

Tr K oy,i%%. ...... Tyana, 220. 

‘ I 

V. 

X 7 Hoftilianui,96, Valent Licimanutfib, 
. V, Valent, Tyr. 109,15<S, 157. , 

Valerian I. His great Efteem with the Senate, 
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BOOKS Printed for, 

c? a X er ■?r<Je-»I.yLC©, ; 
•S/.Dunftan’j'^m^ z«Fieetrftwec*lr 

TP ? ? ?/ our Blelfed Lord and-Savkior 

*j r* ^"rift. An Heroic Pbern: Dedidk- 
tedto Her moft Sacred Mtfjelty, In TenBdoks. 
Attempted by Samuel Wejltf Mi A. each Book 
lluftrated by neceffiry Note'Si' .explaming all 
Jne more difficult Matters'in the virhole cHf. 
itory : Alio a Prefaratory. Dilcohrie cdAcer- 
nmg Heroic Poetry. The Second EditidnVe- 

a 44v y t H A ut ^ 6r ’ a nd improved^With-the 
Addition of a large Mapof^heiH^-i*^ 

and a Table of the Principal'Mattfr*$. WiS 
Sncty Copper-Plates, by the celebrated Hand of 

W.JPMtbarno,. '■ Folio.. r(rv>- 

,\ 5 e ^ond and Third Pah^ef the Wdrks 
of Mr. Abraham Comity. > -THe Secbhd'con? 
aining what was writfen»at8d -publiflied by 

r^"c ls K^ er Ye 3 printed- tog* 
ther : The Sixth Edition. The Third Part ton- 

and'sS h d Si f i? 0 ^ 8 of^nts, *«..theFirft 
and Second of Herbs, the Third and Fourth of 

?3lJ» , F,f ^ an d Sixth 'of- Trfees • how* 

? fl M.c^^u y n feVeraI P? nds « with neceffary 

feverel New W^in 

this 



this Eleventh Edition, References are made to 
the Poetical Citations heretofore much wanted, 
By Owen FeStham Efq;, F olio. Price i i s. 
v The Works pf the Famous NiqbolasMachival, 
CHiieri andUetretaryof Florence. Newly and 
faithfully Trahflared into Englifb. Fed. Price t^i. 
The Whote X*Hity of Man, according to the 
Law of Nature, by that Famous Civilian S* 
rmul: Ptiffendorf; now made Englifh. OCtavo, 
Price 3 6 d. -?u'■ 

.oUt'Dt.Jf'illit’i Praftice of Phyfickj heing the 
^ (whole Wdrks of that Famous Phyfkian; ten- 
drcdinto Enghjb; (econd Edition, with Forty 
Gbpper-Plates. Folio. 

•' .The Hiftorica! and Mifcellaneous Trafts of | 
the Reverendi and Learned Petit Heylln, D. O- 
aow coilefted into pine Voldme. And an Ac- 
coiirttof the tiro of the Author, never before 
publiihed. Folio,' > ; 

The Religion of Proteftants,* Safe way to 
Salvation; with a Difcourfe of the Apoftolical 
InftUution ofEpifcopacy. By fPi Chilling' 
worth, M. A. To which in tbu Edition, is ad¬ 
ded his Letter, Shewing the Reafon why he left 
Popery. Folio.* 

The Hiftory ofQ. Elizabeth, by W Cambden, 
King at Arms. Fourth Edition. Folio, , 

Ain Impartial GolleftioP of t he great Affairs 
‘of State, from the beginning of the Scotch Re¬ 
bellion in the Year 163p*/co the Murder «f 
King Cbarlu the Firft. Folio, Intffo Vol, By 
'Dt.Nalfm. 1 . 

Dugdale's Monafticon Anglicanum. Folio. 
In three Volumes. 

The 


The Hiftory of King Edward II k*?h« 
England, and Lord of Ireland, Folio.' * ° 8 ° f 
DrW’sPrafticeofPhyfick. O&avo. With 
his Treatife of the Plague Price 7/. ' 

Bifhop Uflttii Powcl- of the Prince, and the 
Obedience requir’d of the Subjeft, with a Ja£e 
Preface, by Bifhop Satiderfon. Oftavo 8 
Animadvert on a Book Entitled, The Them 

0ft AT Wf Bl r?7 Lo / d Bift °P of Hertford, 
A Tteatifeof Moral and A Intelleftual Virtue 

thefr r r7fef h | e,r r NatUre i is ful, y explained, and 

By ?.%Cr d 

Contemplations Moral and Divine, in twr> 
Parts. By Sir Matthew Hale, Knight, late ChTef 

Juft.ce of the KmgVBcnch. O&v! jgj?? 

A Voyage to Suratt, in the Year i68o.gjWnie 

a large Account of that City, and its Inhabitant? 

^e Englifli Faftory there: Likewile a 

S'Sa / 0 i£*Z 0 ' Amtobon, C*. 

benda t itid Makmba (on the Coaftof Africa) 

St, Helena, Johanna, Bombay, the City of mI 

fcatt, and its Inhabitants in Arabia Felix 

Mocha, and ocher Maritim Towns on the /S 

fy h f andthe Iflanlf A. 

mfm. By j. Ovtngton, M. A. Chaplain to 
HisMajefty. Ottav, Price 6, 4 P * . 

A plain Method of Chriftian Devotion • laid 
down in Difcourfes, Meditations, and Prayers 
f £ d . % tf >e various Occaljons of a Rehmorn 
lafe: Tranflated and Revifedfrom the JSS 
of Monfieur Jwteu, the two and twentieth E- 
ion, with a Preface. By W.FUetwod,Qato 
lain in ordinary to his Ma/efty. price %6 S. 
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T HE Reports of Sir Peyton Ventris, Knight, 
late one of the Juftices of the Common- 
fleas, in Two Parts. The (lift,containing fe- 
l e a Cafes adjudged in the King's- Bench, in the 
Reing of K. Charles II. The Second Part, 
containing Choice Cafes, adjudged in the Com- 
mon-Pleas, in the Reign of K. Charles II. and 
K. James II. and in the three firft Years or his 
now Majefty K. William and the late Q* Mar), 
'Whilehe was a Judge in the faid Court, with 
the Pleadings to the fame : with the Allow¬ 
ance and Approbation of the Lord-Keeper 
and all the Judges. * Vol.in Fol. Price i . io 
The Second Part of Modern Reports, be- 
ing a Collection of feveral fpecial Cafes, mod 
of thefti adjudged in the Court of Common- 
fleas in the 26,*8* *9, and 30. Years of 
the Reign of KingCWe/II. whenSir Francis 
North was Chief Juftice of the faid Court • 
to which are added feveral feleCt Cafes in the 
Courts of Chancery, Kings-Bench, and Exche¬ 
quer ; Carefully Collected by a learned Hand. 
Printed 16p8. Price 12/. 

The Lord Coke's Reports in Englijh. Folio.- 
Judge Crook's Reports in 3 Vol. the Third 
Edition, with References to all the late Re¬ 
ports. Folio. 

The Lord Coke's Commentary on Littleton, 
Folio. 

—His Commentary on Magna Chart a. Folio. 
—His Pleas of the Crown, or the Third 
Pare of the Inrftitutes. Folio. 

—His JurifdiCtion of Courts, or Fourth 

Part of the Inftitutes. I -7 His 
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--His Eleven Reports in French. Folio, 

JBulJlr ode's Reports,with New Referen. Folio. 
v ■ Leonard's Reports in Four Parts, with New 
References. Folio. 

The Year-Books in 10 Vol. the laft Editj 
with New Not. and Tables to them all. Folio' 

The Reports of the Lord-Keeper Littleton , 
in the time of King Charles I. Folio. 

The Reports of the Learned Judge, Sir Henry 
Hobart, the Fourth Edition corrected and a- 
mended. Folio. 

Reports in the Court of King's-Bencb at Wefi- 
minfier, from the nth. to the 30 th. Year of 
King Charles II. by Jo(,Kcble of Grays.lnn, Efq; 
in Three Vol. Folio. ' 

Kelway's Reports with New References to 
all the late Reports. Folio. 

Reports of feveral efpecial Cafes in the 
Court of Common- Pleas, by S. Carter of the 
Inner Temple , Efq; Folio. 

An Afliftance to Juftices of the Peace,for the 
eafier Performance of their Duty, the Firft Part 
containing the particular Claufes of all fuch 
Statutes from Magna Charta, until the firft of 
King James IL that do any ways concern a Ju¬ 
ftice of Peace; in the other Part, the whole 
Office of a Juftice of Peace is methodically di- 
gefted, with the moft approved Presidents un¬ 
der proper Heads, to which is now added a 
Table for the ready finding out the Prefidents, 
with a large Table of the matters never before 
Printed : By-Jof r Keble of Grays-Inn, Efq. 

AnexaCt Abridgment of the Records in the 
Tower of London, being of great Ufe for all 
that are concerned in Parliamentary Affairs, 

and 


and Profeflors of the Laws of this Realm, Coi. 
litled by Sir Rob. Cotton, Kt and Baronet. Folk, 
Ah exad Abridgment of the Statutes of 
K.. William and Q; Mary, and of K. William Ilf, 
in Force and Ufe. Begun by Jo.Walhington of 
*the Middle Temple, Efqj and fince his Death 
Reviled and continued to the End of the lalf 
Seflion of Pari. Ap. 17. 1 696. Od. Price 4/. 1 

The Scrivener's Guide , Being choice and ap. 
proved, Forms of Precedents, of all forts of 
Bufinefs now in Ufe and Pradice, in a much 
better method than any yet printed; being ufe- 
ful for all Gentlemen, but chiefly for thole 
who pradice the Law. Ottavo. Price 5 /. 

Stylet's Pradical Regifler,begun in the Reign 
of K.Cbarletl. confifting of Rules, Orders, and 
principal Obfervations concerning the Pradice 
of the Common Law in the Courts of Wefmin. 
particulaily the Kings-Bench, as well in matter! 
Criminal as Civil; carefully continued down to 
this time. The Third Edition. Oil. Price 6 s. 

An exad Abridgment of all the Statutes in 
Form and Ule from the beinning of Magm 
Cbarta\ begun by Edm. Wingate, and fince con¬ 
tinued by J.Wajhington to the Year 11*89. In 
this Imprefiion many hundred of' falfe Refe¬ 
rences are correded. Price 7 s. 

Two Dialogues in Engli[h between a Dodor 
of Divinity, and a Student of the Laws of 
England, of the Grounds of the (aid Laws ,&c. 
Pi ice is. 6 d. 

The new Natura Breviuth of the mofl Re¬ 
verend Judge Mr. Anthony Fit z,-Herbert, Cor¬ 
roded and Reviled. Priced/. 
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l i us Spartiajmis, 

And- the other jflBf 

A U T h ail s, 

Compofers of the Body 

Of the following 

history. 

Extracted from the 

Second BOOK of Latin Historians 
of GE<gA$T> FOSSIUS: 


jELIUS spartianus, 

T HIS Author flourijh'd in the time of the ■ 
Emperor Dioclefian, to whom he dedi¬ 
cates the Life of Adrian, as alfo thofe of 

mliusVerus,o/'DidiusJulianus, c/Severus, and of 
Pelcennius Niger, tie has likewife left us the Life 

* of 
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of Antoninus Caracalla, but without any Dedi¬ 
cation. As for that of Antoninus Geta, we find 
it addrtjfed to Conftantinus Auguftus. It feemi 
alfo from the beginning of the Life of iF.lius V erus, 
as if he bad written the Liyes of tbofe Emperors, 
who reigned before Adrian! And about the latter 
end of the Life of that Emperor, he gives us a 
view of what he had defigned, in taefe words \ 
Having propofed to my felf to ,! Write the Hi 
ft ory okjiithofe, who fince the time of Julius, 
have y^Aulled Cafars, or Auguftus, or that 
haveJj^^Mrinces adopted, or Natural Sons 
* This re- of ti^^^HPors, or * Consecrated as Cafar\ 
tate 1 to KifufflWpffiaf we have no Reafon to believe that 
\hcofis ., be everfinijhed that Dejftgn , fince Vopilcus, wbt 

lived after bins, affirms in the Life of Aurelian, 
thatfthe Life of that Prince had never been writ- 
. ten by any one before bimfelf. As to the reft, tit 
Learned Salmafius teds us, that ih the CoUeftm 
of Spartian’j Works, which be found in the Pah 
tine Library, there were further attributed to him 
the Life of Antoninus Pius, and thofe of An- 
toninus the Pbilofopher, of Verus, of Pertinax, 
of Clodius Albinas, and of Macrmus, which 
are puhiftud under the Name of Julius Capitoli- 
nus, and alfo that of Aviifllis Caflius, common!} 
fuppofed to be written by Vulcatjus Gallicanus; 
and moreover , the Lives of Cbnlniodus, of An¬ 
toninus Diadunienus, of Heliogabalus, atsd of 
Alexander Severus, which art attributed to Lanv 
■pridius. But I jhall have tceafion to fpeak here¬ 
after of thofe which are fuppofed to be written h) 
V ulcatius and Lampridius. As for the other tbit 
go under the Name o/jdliusCapitolinus, Voffiui 


had this Opinion of them, v\ z . that the par¬ 
ticular ColleBton of Lives, above mentioned, in the 
1 alatine Library, ss no fufficient Reafon for us 
to recede from the commonly received Opinion that 
Capitolinus was the Author of themi nor ought 
We to be at all furprifed that we find here as many 
Books as there are Lives, nor yet at what Capitol?, 
mis hsmftlf foinewhere tells us, that he would if he 
Jaw st convenient, include the Lives of two or 
more Emperors together in one Volume - for ,» 
fine, he was not always of the faAjtikind, ha- 
vtng m the beginning defigned aJKI/Ur Book 
jor each Life, and afterwards ij^KB'f evera i 
Lives in one as is evident fromWmffisning of 
the Lives of the Gordiam, whereofWwII treat 

TiM” ths Life ° f P* phofimis-' As for 
. the Sit e of Spafrtianus, and the other Cow often if 
the following Hi ft ory, which we find c&imonL 
)m d together. Erahnus has this of them in hi 

t :JTu 5 n e can find , n ° chin 6> befides the 
Truth of the Hiftory, in thofe Authors that is 
ufeful or entertaining ; for, to fpeak the Truth 
of them, they retain very little of the Purity 
of the Latin Tongue. But here Erafmus a- l 
little too [even, and what Reputation foever he 
may have acquired for Learning, and particularly 
for hu Knowledge in the Latin Tongue , yet iri tbi- 
cafe, we ought no More to rely on what he fays 
than Horace in the Cafe of Plautus, or oh 
Quintilian tn that of Seneca and feme others, 
mbt, notWithftanding their Reflexions, have col 
Unutd to ptejerve an inviolable Reputation. 


Vulcatiiis 
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V ulcatiusGallicanus 



THE 


AT OR. 


T O.'underfiand how /ar Vulcatius Galli- 
^canus ,-vad engag’d hiynfelf te give us tbt 
’['.fUftwy of the times wbereits be lived, we' 
need only have recourfe to thofe words of his^ in 
the Life of Avidius Caflius, which it the ofdy 
one he has left us, viz. 1 defign, fays be, to 
Dioclefian Augustus, to write the Lives of all 
thofe, who, either juftly qt unjuftlv, have been 
Ailed Emperor, to the end, to reprefenc as 
it were at once to your view, all that have ar¬ 
rived to the Imperial Dignity, or been ho* 
noured by the Title of Aughfius . But it.is cer¬ 

tain that he never accotpplifhed that Defign , fince 
Vopilcus (as I before mentioned') tells us, fpeak- 
ingof bimfelfthat he was the firjl that* aver 
writ the Life of Aurelian ; fund we may fafili 
conclude that Vopilcus lived feme time after Vul- 
catius, fittce he makes mention of Trebeljius 
Pollio, at the beginning of the Life of Aurelian, 
and of Julius Capitolinus, and /Elius Lampri- 

dius, 


Six Hiftorians. 

dius at the beginning of the Life of Probus. But 
thofe were all contemporary with Vulcatius. But 
it may not be unworthy our obfervation, that ’among 
the antient Colletlions of the Works of Spartian us 
^Palatine Library, we find that of Avidius 
Gaffi.us, attributed thfre to him, as the Learned 
Salmafius has remarked, who ferns inclinable to 
think thpt they are one and the fame Author , both by 
reafon of the time wherein be lived, and of the 
Stile, and fame Defign of the Hiftory i becaufe, 
as Lampridius relates, he had propofiMp bimfelf 
to write an Htftory of all the Bmpera/Kibo lived 
fince Julius Carfar,' who bad been sm^/fitd by the 
Title of Caefar* or Auguftus, and to ..make there¬ 
of as many Books, asbefhould write Lii/es. Which 
you may alfo read in the third Chapter of the Life 
of Avidius Gaflius; The Lives or 4]] thofe who 
had either juftly or unjultly been Ailed Env 
perors, as we have already remarked- We may 
add to thts, that as it is certain that Lampri- 
dius \ never accomplifh'd his Defign, fo the Author 
of the Life of Caflius has alfo left his imperfeff; 
For as 1 have already, faid, Vopifcus maintains 
that no one before him bad written the Life fl/ - A u re- 
Han, and he has mady no mention at all of Vul- 
qatius, when be had a very fair Opportunity of 
doing it, where he tells . us j That in, his Me- 
moirs, he would content himfelf to imitate 
Gargilius Martial/s, Julius Capitolinus, *s£l im 
Lampridius, and others, who, in what they had 
tranunitted to Pofterity, had been more ob- 
fervant of the Truth of the Hiftory, than of 
elegance of Style. But it may be [aid, that he 
alfe comprehended Vulcatius in thefe words, and 

a \ • others. 
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others, &c. and that he would not exprtft tb$ 
Name of this Author , becaufe though he might pro- 
pofe to himfelf to write of all the Emperors, yet 
that might only he. perhaps out of fame fort of 
Emulation of Spardanus, apd that there is great 
probability, be contented himfelf with only the Life 
of Avidius, or perhaps fome one more that may be 
fmee loft. To this alfo may be added, • that if 
. this Life of Caffius bad not been written by Vul- 
catius, how comes it about that it never went 
under tbUkme of Spardanus, of Lampridius, 
or of GiHHpus ? Or if there had been any 
Error lin^SrMasiufcripts, it is probable fome 
would havjjp gone under one Name, and fome un¬ 
der another, and yet we find, in all the Copies, 
and all the Editions, the Name o/Vulcatius Gal- 
licanus prefixt to them, which we find no 
where elfe ; and in that it is evident , the Copiers 
were not miftaken. . 


Julius 


Six Hiftorians, 


Julius Capitolinus. 

T T £ has written the Life of Antoninus Pius, 
I J at >d addreffed it to the Emperor Diocle- 
fian; whofe Name he makes,of for the 
Life of Marcus Antoninus the Hilsfipher , tbo* 
none of the Editions have any Dedication prefix'd 
to them. He dedicates alfo to Dioclefian the Lift 
of the Emperor Varus ; to which, if that be not 
ratbtr to be attributed to Spardanus, we may 
further joyn the Life, of Pertinax, For the Life 
which m have under the Name e/,£laudius Al- 
hiflUS, is dedicated to the Emperor Conftandnus, 
and not to Dioclehan, as Cafaubon thinks in 
the beginning of his Notes on Spartian. We have 
alfo by him the Life of Macrinus, and thofe of 
the two Maxi mini, and of the three Gordb'ani 
dedicated to the fame Conftanti'n us. As for thofe 
of Maximus and Balbinus, which we have alfo. 
under his Name, they are without any Dedication 
and at for the reft which he writ of other Emperors\ 
they are loft. It u evident that he has not car¬ 
ried on the fame Defign throughout his Work, of 
making a particular Book for each Life , at he pro- 
pofed at the beginning, but hat fain into ano¬ 
ther Method, at he acquaint us himfelf at the 
.beginning of the Lives of the Gordiani, where 

4 4 he 
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he tells us exprefiy, that be bad changed bis mind 
as to that, and afterwards gives us Us reafon 
for fo doing , 



T HlSf Author is one oftbofe whom Vo* 
piicust .pretends to imitate in bis Life of 
_ Probus. . Wt have Four. Lives done by 
him, viz. thofe of Commodes Antqninus, of 
Antoninus Diadumenus, of Antoninus Helio- 
gabaliis, aftd ef Alexander Severus; the Tyve 
latter jvbereof are dedicated to Gonftantinus Au* 
guitus. But we have fome reafon< to doubt whe¬ 
ther Lampridius was the Author of, the Life of 
Alexander Severus. It is true, it is attributed 
to bins in the Edition of Milan, which is thefrfl 
that was ever extant, but that excellent Manx - 
feript of the Palatine Library, dferibes it to Spar, 
tianus, as does alfo Robertos a Porta of JJolo. 
ilia. But that Collection of Spartianus’j Works 
in the Palatinate, whereof Salmafius / peaks, 
does not only, aferibe this Life to him, but 
alfo thofe of the Three Antonini, which I 
t have juft now mentioned ; which if it be true, 
there will not one remain for Lampridius,’ But, 
be is as it will, we have no Reafon to give more 
1 ° ihe Palatine Collection, than to fo many , 
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Other ftfanjiferips of Spartianus which have been 
publifted. Which notwitbftanding if it feem to 
bear too much upon thofe of the contrary Opinion, 
l fhaU be willing to perfuade my felf that $]Iiu$ 
Spartianus, and Ailius Lampridius were the 
fame Perfon, it being eafte to apply that of Auio* 
nius to the\prefmt Cafe. 

Three names are commonly affe&ed by 
Perfons of Quality. 

Moreover, befides thofe three or,four Lives, 
Spartianus writ fome other between them and 
that of Marcus Afltom'nus, whereof be makes 
mention m the beginning of the fife of Commo- 
dus : and yet notwitbftanding'did not Compofe the 
Lives of all the Etfsperors down to Gonftantinus, 
or to Dioclefian, as one may eafily guefs frtmthc 
Life of Aurelian written by Vopifcus. 

j M f ar ^ 1 f ee * We ma y without much . 
difficulty Concede that /Elius Spartianus, and 
/Elius Lampridius were the fame Perfon^ undet 
three names, as I have faid before. And if this, 
or both, were of the-Family of the Miani, from 
which the Emperor Adrian alfo was defended, 
their Original was illuftrious enough; but this is 
all very uncertain, and we can draw no fatisfa- 
Clory Concluftons from it. 

* 
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Trebellius Pollio. 


I N the firjl Edition of ibip Author which 
was,at Milan, we find him sailed Tre- 
yellius, and not Trebellius, according to A- 
ventinus/ Correction, in the ftcond Book of his 
Annals, where be [peaks of Ancitnt Writers'. 
But that, in the Opinion of Voffius, was not at 
all necejfarjL, For among Ancient Inlcripti- 
ons, fays be-, you may find,t Trebellius Peli* 
dianui, Trebellius Mariqus, Proepn/ul, Trebel- 
liaTyche, and fuch like. We may add that Tre¬ 
bellius informed from Trebius, which it very 
frequently found among the faid Inferiptions, as 
Trebius Germanus, ‘Trebius Longus, Trebij 
C.F; Filumena. Nay, as Salmafius remarks, 
there are fume Ancient Manufcripts to be feen, 
wherein this wry Author is called Trebius Pol- 
lio. Be it as it will, This Pollio, fays Flavius 
Vopifcus in the Life of Aurelian, Has Compoled 
an Hiftory of the Emperors both thole that have 
render’d themlelves famous, and thofe that 
have led oblcure Lives, down from the two 
Pbiltps to Claudius, and his Brother Quintilius, 
But there remains of tbit Authors, neither the Lives 
of the Phjlips, nor the Lift of Decius, who fuc- 
seeded the Philips ; neither thofe of Gallus and 

Volufia- 


/ 


Six Hiftorians. 

Volufianus, who came after Decius. Alfa we 
have only one part left of the Life of Vale- 
rjanus the Father, towards the end: but We have 
that which follows, and alfo the Life of Vale' 
rianus the Son, the Lives of the two Gailicni, 
and of the thirty Tyrants who ufurped the Em- 
pire in the time of Gallienus. 

As to bis Jiook, which he Entitles of the thirty 
Tyrants, it feemt to have a re foe ft to the thirty 
Tyrants which Commanded in Athens after In¬ 
lander ; and without doubt.this Author bad a 
fanfie -to parallel the Roman Empire with that 
State, in having 'alfo thirty Tyrants in the time 
tf Valerianus W Gallienus, becaufe there were 
feyeral. But be reckons no more than twenty 
nine, wherefore to make up the number of thirty 
he adds, Valens to them, who liv'd before, and, 
indeed be mmfelf, owns that be revolted in 
the time bf Decius. But if we may exceed the ' 
time of Valerian us, and Gallienus, we may add 
a great many more befides Valens. Howfoever 
fo fmall 'a fault as this fcarce deferves CritL 
eifing upon the Judgment of this Htflorian: 
and there is yet lefs reafon to refletf on him for 
his admitting two Women into his Lift of Ty - ' 
rants, viz. Zenobia and Victoria : for it is 
common to denominate things from the Nobler 
Gender $ thus you fee Women admitted into the 
number of Ifiufirius Poets, as Sappho and Co- 
rinna ; Jbut for this Trebellius excufes himfelf 
at the latter end of bis Work. He liv'd in the 
time of Conftanfius Chlorus, Father of Con- 

ftantinus, 
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ftantinus, as we may eafily Conjecture, fince l t 
mentions him in the beginning of the Life of 
the Emperor Claudius, Brother of Quintilius, 
Which agrees very well with what be fays of his 
Uncles being a Familiar Friend of the young 
Tetricus one of the thirty Tyrants . 

Vopilcus commends the diligence of this Hi- 
(tortan at the beginning of the Life of Firmus. 
Furthermore, if we confider the time wherein he 
lived , his Language dnd Stile are not unworthy 
of praife, whereof Gefner in the firjt Tpme of hit 
Bibliotheca, give's this Encomium, that thif 
are not without both Politenefs and Nicety > but 
that in fome places "his Stile rifts a little toe 
high for Hijlory : and Vofftls «r of the farm 
Opinion. 




Flavius Vopilcus. 

T HIS Author, a Sicilian Born at Syra- 
cafe, has writ the Lift of the Emperor 
Aurelian, and alfo of ; Tacitus, andhu 
Brother Florianus; to which 'he likewife adds 
tjftoffViabm, which he Dedicates to Rufus 
Cellus, as he calls him in the Life of Firmus 
Afterwards he Compofed thofe of the four Ty¬ 
rants, Firmus, Saturninus, Proculus and Bo- 
nolus, and la fly thofe of the. three Emperors 
Carus, Numerianus, and Carinus at once, 
which u all remains of his ; for we have no 
Author that attribute, any thing elfe to him. 4s 
for the time wherein he liv’d we have fuff,dent 
Authorities to, afeertain it. He tells tts himlelf 
that bts Uncle was prefent at that Harangue made 
when Aper was killed by Diocleiun. In the 
Lift of Carinus he Celebrates.the praifes of Di- 
oclehan and Maximinian,*/'Galenus and Con- 
Iramius, and fays that each of their Lives was 
written in f 0 many particular Books by Claudius 
Eulthemus,, Secretary to Dioclefian : And fau 
on that very Subjett, it mujt not be Expelled that 
\ be iboujd do the fame, begaufe it is very dan¬ 
gerous to Write the Hiftories of Princes while 
they are alive. Whence it is Evident that he 

lived 
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livid after the time Conftantius Chlopus, Fathr 
of Conftantinus. And be fays in the Life cf 
Aurelian, We have at prefent Conjlantitu for 
our Emperor. But I am apt to think thatthi 
was the fir ft Life be Writ, and that he Compojel 
that of Carinus after the death of Conftantius: 
for if it he not Jo, in the room of Conftantius 
we rnuft read the. .Emperor Conftantinus, or elfi 
under ft and Conftantius, Son of the faid Coir 
ftantinus. But the firft of thefe two Opinion 
is far the'moft probable ; and certainly, by theft 
words which we find in the Life of Probus, if,# 
Evident that he Writ long before that the life if 
Aurelian, viz,, But fince no other undertakes 
it, I cannot ftiffer, after having been the only 
Perfon that lias Writ the Life of Aurtl'm 
(which I did as exaftly as I could) and having 
alfo Compofed the Lives of Tacitus and Flow 
nus, that that of Probus, and the memory of 
his glorious A&io.tis fliould lye buried in filencc. 
If 1 live I defign alfo to write all the Livesof 
the Princes lince his time down .to Maximin 
and Diocleftan. Methinks we have reafon ti 
praife, in VopifcuS, befides his Learning , the or¬ 
der which he always obferves, in the recital oj 
what he Writes ; which Spartiamis, Capitoli¬ 
nas, and the othcr' Authors of the Imperial Hiftor) 
have not took fo much cart of, fince in the July- 
went of fevtral, Affairs therein are far more Con• 
fufed, He had likewife propofed to bimfelf it 
Write the Life of Apollonius Tyanaeus, wbofi 
Sorceries the Gentiles made ufe of to oppoft, ani 
Jit up again $ the true Miracletyof Jelus Ghrilli 
and in the Life cf Aurelian be calls that Iwpo- 

fior , 
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ftor, A Perfon who had acquir’d a vaft Reputa¬ 
tion by his Wifdom, in the ancient Opinions 
of the Philofophers, a real Friend of Truth, 
and worthy of Divine Honours. . And a lit¬ 
tle after. What Perfon was ever feen more ho- 
Jy, more venerable,more, poflefled of the Opi¬ 
nions of the Ancients, and more Divine a» 
mong Men ? He reftoredLife to the Dead, 
and both fpolce, and did many things a|pove 
the reach of human Power. But if any one 
would know more as to the -particulars, let him 
read thofe Grecian Authors who have written his 
Life . From, theft words it is eafie to guefs, what 
a Rbapfody of Lies we might hqve expected from 
Vopifctis concerning this Perfon, whom he fo much 
admired, if be had writ his Life, which he pre- 
fently. after promifes in Language .Which fuffici- 
ently tefiifies the Feneration he paid to his me* 
mory. . ' 



